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ge Moſt Excellent MAJESTIES... 


* Dread S 0Veraigns, ; 
'F Angels wrapt in Direfull Chains, NF 
And Princes doom'd to lervile Pains , , yl 
if a Creation loſt in Waves, - "MF" 
And Cities ſunk in Fiery Graves, 2. 
' Be Treaſons worth Your Royal Fye _ 
'To Glance upon, and cauſe>to Dye, -- oh 
Then Seal the Warcant, or Command 
The Thrant ro Depart the Land : 
' For (Sin's Dominion Feeble grown) =? 
God will Confirm and Fix Your Own, | 


1:00 Inceſſantly Prays, 
 YJw MAJESTIES -- 
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| peas Prerenſiohs* 'of” pon ti oa in 7 
rats wery © Wo! and #ſbononr able” 'P3, 17; - 
of Luft,' and any / to crop” from them ( =, 4 
Virgin" Pf ) whatever is delicious: 5 
complatextiall in them - *.Fhefe hae lol 
*> eaten ith Books" too," and BY 4 # [bt 
Alchym: y ran Elixirare the whole” SW[tant 
into a few drops. which" Hema Lafervi-" 
oufly ſwallow,” w mA they are coment zo pee | 
the Corps unto. #hirs. 
Thus have 1 ſeen the muy Adrnirers' 'o 
' thee #enot o Uery Te 3d ad Fu FOE LY 
= &5 ff. Art, ( [0 cure + 0 
ere by che” Dixie Hs OW 5's OY 
Penel tht Incompurible Author cbps b-” 
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ration*and* Court-life” Addiels, a5 one would 2 
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| _ To the Reader. | 
ſolute Captives :- And which might" have gi- 
wex their joyful Parent. the moſt anqueſtiona-' 
. ble Aſſurance in the proſperous Succeſs of 
_ his pious Fraud, who by the ſoft Wreaths of 
his charmins Eloquence had ſo Innocently 
. plotted ro Marry them t6 Happineſs, and 
knit. them ( unmoveably ) , to- their Saviour : 
When (alas!) after the Rape their Sacrt- 
legious Fingers had once made on the Flow- 
ers of his Oratory, their. Unnatural Heats 
( /ike:thoſe of Amnon Yghave foor cooled in- 
zo the baſeſt flights. and diſdain ; Nay, very 
Choller and Paſſion againſt the grave Over- 
tures of any Contract with Heaven, the on-. 
ly juſtifiable Deſien of the Congreſs : Ah no, ' 
whey have little Appetite to the _Matrimony- 
Nooſe ; they nibble at the Golden Bait, and yet 
as politickly eſcape: the Hook, can love Books 
( as Miſtreſſes ) for an Hour, but to go to 
Church with them is leaſt in their Thoughts. 

And "tis evident, this Laſciviouſneſs of : 
the Fancy may Vie Profpetity with any the , | 
rankeſt Debancheries of the Times ; Mens 
| Brains growing as. Wanton as their Blood ; 
and ſhould the Infeition. ſcatter ſo ſucceſsfully 
as hitherto, will ſhortly perk up, and” with 
that Aiery Lady at Rome, from the. Plea 
of Univerſality, cal a Council, aud Vote. % 
her ſelf: Honeſt and  Authentich ;' and then; 7 
we ſhall wear the Feathers in our' Heads," } 
IX 47 as 


as- already the other Levities of. Erapce on 
our Backs. There is this only,  Reſtue (of 
Hope left as,” that that oth:r Claim of An- 
riquity \ay probably fail her, nad, happily 
help to ſecure us: This being but a Mogern 
Deity, 4 Goddeſs newly come * up, aud 1%e 
Muſhroom Praautt of the preſent Age, a Mad- 
veſſ of but Yeſterday: Our Att ot 97 
ins well" enonph ſatisfied to. be Toll'd into 
Heaven by the Plain-fong of bare Dedaration, 
when all the Not:s of the Church Choriftry 
 are"*r00. dull to. Chime us in thither... 

' But«what is moſt deplorable, 4nd” for ever 
#0,be lamented ( if poſſible ) in Tears of Blood, 
zs the dire Effect of this Luxury of the Ear ; 
for ſcattering its ſpurious Seed,. it has c- 
werated the Curſed Iſſue of a montrous Nega- 
lect "and ſcornful "Contempt of the Divine 
Revelations ; while our Gallants of hath 
Sexes buff at *and quarrel with the Stile of 
the Scriptures (as , fins heretofore 1h” tpiſtle 
of St. James.) to be top Flat and 7afpid, too 
Homeſpun and Ruftick, and Wact* they treat 


3x them -accordinoly with' as little Reſpect as 1 


3 Withered- Wite,-. bor ther out. of Doors, 
= (ard no wonder when Cafſandra is poten 
in). or lock ther up” out of ſi2bt, nnt.{( as 
the Spaniard ) from "Love or Fealvuſsr, but 
theſe __ Satiety und Loath ns. The ſacred 
Oracles: ( as- ſome. Noble-mens Servants ) ave 
| A 4 left 
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proaching thy Banks, O Tyber! | +201) 


left to. Board-Wages, and allowed the frees 
dom of. (hiftifig. for. themſelves, mhile; their 


Maſters feaſt at a mure. Luſcious Ordinary. 
: Nay worſe, they grow aſhamed. of them, and 


bluſh when but found in their Company. 'Tis 
matter for Apology, to. be ſurprized 'in tbe 
gailt. of © paſſing a. ſboxt Viſit on theme," Tey 
laugh at their Clowniſh. Expreſſion, and, mons+, 


o 


der not that Joſeph's Miſtreſs . fail'd - of 


. her Amours, | whes, '{þe/ conrted_. her-. Fa- 


vourite 92: zo better. Language than, Come 
Lye with tne. Thas {alas 4 ) the-wery Was 
ters of Life to theſe /queamiſh. Stamachs are 
grown brackiſh and diaſtfal, as thoſe of Ma- 
Tah, they cannot ſip them. ( as. ſome uot their 
Cottee ) without Fam | 1%. 6 
What the Romiſh. Cabals bawe ſo long 
{ by the joynt Combination of Cunning and 
Villany. ). been Plotting ' to effect, viz,. The 
Claſping up our Bibles,; whoſe hopes failing, 
theſe in commiſergtion. to the deſperate; De- 
fren, are more luckily. comtriving with. more 
effett ual Aids, and ſtand ready with. the bree- 
Will Offerius of theſe... inetimable Jewels, 


( mhach they have torn. off already from their 
Ears ) 20 gratifie that Prieſt, who. hath. his 


Fires ready. #6 caſt them.into, and out of which 


foall arife-« God for them more, perfedtly | 


Calfiſh ;ha,v Aaron's. So mear are we'\ap* 
But 
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_ 'To-the! Reader. I 
But fbould a Check come: from the Mount, j7 
and their: Idol ebance #6 be ffanpthints'Pow-: 
der; they bave aanc'd ſo long'wubont" it; that * 
to torttmne. the Frolick; they mould as read» _ 
ly Drink its Contulion; axd:Spice heir Boles 
with a Deity. But! Heuven deliver. us from: 
ſuchuts have -no" more "Venerativn for'a' God, 
than to lodge: hum \ in- their - Gatts \'and the 
 Amt\\woay ' England: never taft the bitter 
= Dranght that ſo "mortally grep a". the Bowels 
of -Kfratl; from that Provocation which God 
could newer be perſwaded\ to” forget : Tea, tho 
37 Moſes proffered "ro "expiate it by. the Blood 
= of hi: Sonl, ( as' fore: think ) but conld not 
= be accepted.” And the Fuſtice brake" its Falt 
z i 5x 0 Threes Thouſand of them, ” Was it 
da 8 Thirſt ftill, and” never ſatisfied *rill it had 
et IR Glatied: it ſelf 'wirh' the - Blood of then \all, 
'; WE onngfterwaras 'thein' Carkaſes fell, and' lay 
= 7 the Wilderneſs. es\Dung.  * 5, UN 
3 But of bow much" forer Puniſhment [up- 
E poſe-. ye! fall 4 they be thought worthy, os 
33 tread. under foot. 'the Holy Teftament of the 
Son ''of. Goa, ard counting the Blood: of the 
is Ry Covenant \but.s mean and unhioly thing, ſpall 
ch $40: this: deſpite. to rhe' Spirit of Grare,  * © 
YZ But-(Bhfſed Gbd!) pity) the Blind,” and 
& Pardon. the + Blaſphemy of choſe * miſerable 


J Creatures, "who tax © Tufivite and”: 
by henſible 


*%, 
-- 


| To the Reader. 
henfible Wiſdom of Weakneſs and Defef, in 


not cloathing. the Imperial. 'Ordinances ## 


ſuch proper Dreſs as ſhould beſt ſet off their 
Beauty and Luſtre ; and therefore run: Who- 
-ring after. the vain Ebullitions of humane 
Brains, in Slight of the Divinity and Glory 


that | every. where ſparkles thro the. Sacred | 
Leaves of theſe Heavenly. Volumes, and\which - | 


are ſo far from the leaſt failure in the Majeſty of 
their Meen, that *tis T hat alone has [mitten away 
their Eyes, and now they igly Prate ag ainft the 
Sun whoſe powerful Darts have ſtruck. them 


blind, and left them ſenſelefl. And: {urely 


the Voice of the Lord is powerful, the 
. Voice of the Lord is full of Majeſty. :  4zd 


the "Thunder that rattleth from the: God. of | | 


Glory through the Air of but Three: Ghap- 
ters i Job, and but One or Two zz Ifaiah, 


hath ſent away in a Fright the loudeſt Hys . 

perbole's ( as the Winds into their Caverns) | 
to hide their Heads in ſhame* and-ſplence ; * 
and who ſees not that the whole 'Vatican of 


ell Created Wit ſbuts up it ſelf in Deſpair, | 


© knd ſneaks away perfettly baffled by them ? 


But it pitieth me to hear of any Son of | 


Levi farthering- the Conſpiracy, who. 45*com- | 
manded to execute the /Revenge, and to ſbeath | 


the Sword 'of his fierceſt Rage in: the: very ® 
Bowels of this Luſt. ?Tis inſufferable tabrimg || 
the Trayterels into the very Pulpity:there i 

| zo | 
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7 47d part from their Luſts and Money wi 
8 -he like Torment. Though the Co hite 


To the Reader. = 
to draw the Ark:.of God with. Philiftine 
Heifers'; yer there are, who ( ſtrongly. in- 
feited with this Gnoſtick Humour ) vlow-up 
the Bladder of this Hypocondriack: Fanity 
with moſt ſtrenuous Sides 'and Lungs; bat - 
( 20. judge: Charitably ) in an enforced Confor- 
mity-to the proud Humour 5f the Age, they 


Sing: the Lord's Song ir a ſtrange Lan- 


guage, while by the too: raviſhing Notes of 
their quavering  Throats they faintly lan 
guiſh away the whole ſtrength of their Errand, 
and cauſe it all to dye into Air and Nothing, 


| feeding their Auditors with a flaſh of Wind, 


and giving them Muſick inſtead of Meat. 
Though Nero was ſo. Ambitious to be re- 


 puted the beſt Fidler i» Rome, yet "tis be- 


low the glory of a Prince to {peak Romance, 


= Laws are delivered in the graveſt Expreſ- 


wk God fpake theſe Words, and aid, 
zs*Qratory. enough to Preface the Divine 


; J Mandates, and enforce the World to obey theys. 


Who ſees © nas how ſtrangely Profanenels 
hath encroached upon #s, ſince 'we have fan- 
cied the Men of. this Generation ſo eaſje and 
good Natur'd, to be thus readily Complement- 
ed out of their very Right Hands, when yet 
we ſee them keep their . Purſes ſo cloſe, 


Eyes were once at Pauls Service, yet our Ped 
| | ple 


* 


To the Reader. + 
ple! have Wit enough to keep theirs in. their 
Heads. 1 ETSS 
"* Nay, 'tis obſervable too, how well it pleaſ< 


ethſome of theſe Gentlemen to meet their 


Idea:s. at Church ; and he that with © the 
fineſt. hand can | Anatomize their - Luſts before 
them, ſhall be Prophet to them, while them 
_ feluds (' with the Monſter that” ript up his 
' TIother)) make a curions' Inſpection into the 
very Bowels of. them, and' repeat them. again. 
_ bpiemdearius Contemplation. As that fas 
2ous Ulſurer that: ſo generouſly. rewarded the 
Homilies :hat [ſunk his Extortions to the pit 
of Hell, oat of hopes that while they fright-+ 
ed. others into yak - Reformation, himelf 
might continue them with the advantage of. 
a* better Trade. . © 
- "The Spirit of the World mhich - main- 
tained ſo firm Poſſeſſion in the Hearts of 
Ezckiel's Hearers, had more Wit ' than to 
be. play'd ont". by the ſweet Minſtrelſey -of his 
pleaſant Layes;' and ſure we. have leſs hope 
( whoſe Lyres are-wot ſtrans by Heaven) that 
* the: Devil of Atheiſm that ' {nugs ſo ſecurely 


inuthe innermoſt lodges of Mens Souls, and | 


minh» the Serpent twiſts himſelf about their 
whole Hearts, will be exorcis'd by the loudeſt: 


 bave 


Sr of«.any Son of Sczva, who-fhall. | 
bile" call on the Name without the" Spirit or: | 
Ruwer of the Holy Jeſus ; 47d how far' ſuch | 
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To the Reader. - 


have roſpered in the mttempt, I muſt lexwe 
to ob dieantion of too ſad and ſenſible Expe- 


rience. But ſtill methinks. 3t. 1s pity the 
Fiend ſboula ſo'peaceably Neſtle there, while 
the effettual Charms .of ever powerful Naked *' 
Truth would work more ſucceſsfully to unlcoſe 
«:d unkennel , kim. Very, Rams-Horas 
when blown by the Breath of Faith ſhall Raſe 
the Foundations, which all the Engines of Na- 
ture mmſt ever deſpair to ſhake or pull down. 
Thus by an Ominous Chymiſtry we are 


. Calcining all.che very ſubſtance. of our Re- 


than a Miracle of Mercy can deliver us fr 
ill Effetts of the ſame Humonr in that Pgypti 
an Dame, who in a tottering Pinnace, ( tight 
8s her Brains and Body) driver with Parple 
Sails and Silver Oars, and attended with infi- 
wite Conſorts of Muſick, did thus laſcivioufl 
delyver her ſelf up into: the fatal Dathances of 
the Roman Ulſurper, and'God knoms how lit- 
;le Ballaſt of Solidity is left to ſecure ns, while 
we gre whiffling away the Honour and Happineſs 
of beins once eſteemed the moſi Sober and Ex- 
cellent Nation 2 the World: When now the 
Maſſey Gold of our former Reput ation and Vir- 
#6 is beaten into.Leaf, awd ( with the hopes of 
being better ) ts all taking flight into Air. © © 
*Tes. not from the abundance, ibut want of 
'( that Holy Oyl that once perfumed Aaron's 
IN” | . Beard) 


lizion-into Duſt and Fancy, and nothing » 4 
p6i- 


- To the Reader. 
| Beard )) the true Unttion, that would Conſe. 
crate even us into Kings and Prieſts unto God, 
( if we had it /) that this Levity ( like a Dan- 
gerous Defluxion ) 'is paſſed donn from our 
Heads «por: the Skirts of our Garments. 

A giddy Brain hath created in us a frothy 
Spirit, hung all. within with Vanity, the wery 
Soul wantonizing in her darkeſt Cells, and thin 
hating ſo cloſe a Confinement, makes haſte to | 

break Priſon, and open thoſe Windows which _ | 
' - expoſe her Meretricious Wares to publick View 
' and Plague; andtodraw a moreuniverſal Trade 
and Cuſtom, the very Cale ( whence this Raree- 
ſhow /tares out with her Whoriſh and bewitch- 
ing Lights ) muſt be Glazed and Guilt. - | 
. O Dinah, Dinah ! { che. #oo clear Mirrour- | 
of our Unfortunate Age ) my Soul bleeds for 
thee, the only Daughter of (o great a Prince, ' 
the Delight of his Eyes and Joy of his Life ! 
what. a wonnd didſt thou open in the Boſom of 
fo dear a Parent ! What killing Sorrows did | 
. thy perhaps innocent aud undeſigning, thi moſt. | 
ragical Carioſity,in gazing after ſuch Proſpects | 
as theſe, heap on his woful aking Heart ! but what | 
dreadful effects to thy ſelf ! the irrecoverable Loſs | 
of thine Fenour and his Peace together. 
..  AzdthouEngland, the wery Darling of Hea- 
ven, who haſt been wrapt in the diſtinguiſhing | 
Coat of thy Father's Love, to the Envy and Sor- | 
row of thy treacherous Brethren, who have beew | 
Trucking | 


oy —_ 


__ To'the Reader. 


Trucking with Thmaelites to ſell rhee into 

- Egypt, and dipping thy Coat atready in Blood, 
ro repreſent thee as devour d,wben thempelves are 
the only Beaſts that would da it ; ( and Joleph 
is too truly torn in pieces by the Diviſions and 
Animoſities of their fomentitts. ) But let not 
Himſelf conſpire #n the Treaſon, nor break the 

| Heart of his Father by ſealing the Articles of his 
5 owzSlavery. Hewill find a Lady in Egypt that 
, & mill trip him again, and rent not his Coat only, 
| but very Fleſh off ; her Irons will enterinto his 
Soul, rf he conſent not to her lewqFornications. 
. & Egyptian Fleſb wasever fatal to the Trae) that 
. doatedonit. And"tis impoſſible that Dinah ſhould 
= conſent to the Rape, that yields her no pleaſare at 


r all'; and tho afterwards compounaed into a Con- 
- tratt, even that will add ſtill to her Torments; 
x when anon 3t is written in the Blood of the Ra- - 
! viſher, azd inſtead of ax Husband ſbe Wed a 
f Corps : Should they deal with our Siſter as 
4 & with an Harlot? OE jg 
ſt. | Nothing can betray us to Her Sorrows bat Sin, 
P nothing ſecure us but Obedience and keeping cloſe 
it  mander the Wings of a Father : Weſhall find( by 
of i 7he dreadful Examples) what rueful Effetts Ex- 
travagancy and a wanaring from God into Va- 


4 Wi nity and Folly hath brought upon the World, even A 


w | /rom its Creation. , Sin ever hath been, ever 

= mill be the” great Apollyon of owr Peace and 
Safety, whoſe Tragedies Ihave adventared ( by 
| : $00 
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T6 the Reader. ; 
© f0rude a draught ) to expoſe to thy View, with 


the, {ame deſign as once Anthony held forth the + 


, bloody Gown of. the brave Czlar, ( all mangled 
and full of holes by the DPaegers of bis Marder 
ers) on purpoſe to provekethe People to Reweny es 

Inwhich undertaking, if Defects too may be dif< 

covered by the ſevere and renforious Reader, he 

will be ;nore courteous {ure tbanto.mound me too, 


while he: kindly remembers the \ſhaking of my. 


Hand with the ery Fear and Apprebenſion of 
[6 bold an Attempt. | mes + I | 

_ But come Reader, lets lay afide Words and 
be wiſe. Religion (with Joalh) is left alone in the 
Temple, azd none pitieththet ſolitaryPrincels; 
fare *rwill be our | Advantage towunite.to her Co- 
ronation, ard unanimouſly Guard her while the 
Crown3zs putting on, and we fee her re-invefted 
:7: ll ber Regalities, Let Profancneſs axd Su- 
perftition (with Athalia) rex their Cloaths 


$2 Throats too, crying,Treafon! Treaſon! (zhe = 


reaſon is all againſt Hell,) atid let mo Englith- 


man be ſtartled at the Plot ;Nay, let every one 


come under the Guilt of it, not. one Nor-confor- 
milt zo the Dominion of Grace ; but ſhould 
vl apron offset us lexve' them to the Tyranny of 
their own Athalia, while we ever ery meth all Ju- 
 dahb,(trinmphing with Joy for the Reſtauration 
[Bay true Workhip, ) God: Save the. Kang, 
Save.the King, > 


THE 
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| Angels Tragedy, 


To my Reverend: Brethren, the Meſſengers of 
Chrift to' the Churches ; Metaphorical An- 
gels, an ſpiritual Men, do 1 humbly offet 

this Tragedy > May not one of them make 
the Defeition, or ſuffer the Eclypſe of theſe 
unhappy Apoſtates ; but ever ſhining-in the 

. luſtre of their own' Graces, may emit thoſe 
Beams of Divine Light and Life as will ir- 

radiate and quicken the dead” and beighted 4 
Souls of Men, that when God ſhall remove "q 
them from the' lower Firmament to fix them pe 
above, they may altogether makeup 4 gtort- 
ous Conſtellation in Heaven, and ſhine there ; 
as Starrs for ever and ever. pes. Fe 2 
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2 PET. 2:4. 5 "44 Gag 
| If, God par ed not the Angels, &C. 


IS by flow and trembling Steps that" 1 
+ paſs towards the Territories, of the A7- 
-.. ſerable, thence to take a diſtant” Pro-, 


pett of the tremetidous Executions made by Di- ou 
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2 The Angels Tragedy. _ 


vine\ 7#/#ice upon ſo. great.a Part of -the . once 
glorious Spirits, now hanging up alive 56 bbs 
Chains of fierce Wrath, and reſerved unto the 
further Judgment. of the. great Day. | 
Methinks it is Pity "that $:# hath ſo fair a Pre- 
tence to the glory of gh Birth : We. canygor, 
deny 1t the Hanour of a Noble Extratig:, when 
we fee it unluckily Tuing from the Heart of an' 
Angel : For neither were thoſe Sons of God at 
their firſt Creation bleſs'd: in ſuch an abſolute 
Degree of Stability and PerfeCtion, as ſhould ever 
ſecure them from all poſlibility of falling 'into 
the Sorrows-off ſo unnaturaka Produdtion, 
But. if already my Plough! make a Baulk in this 
Tragick Field, and my Pen blunders..to deci- 
Pher this Serpert's Root from whence {prong up - 
the Monſter, my Reader may well remit it-.to 
me, when the great St. Auſtiz throws it off with 
a "Non Deus ſunt : They were not God, but Cre- 
ated in = Aurable and not Impeccable Eſtate ; He 
charges his Angels with\Folly : But, if Folly hath. a 
Lodging in the. Boſoms of thoſe who. each Mi- 
nute Behold. the face. of mine. heavenly Father, won- 
der not if ( at this diſtance ) it, be graduated. 1n- 
to perfett DiſtraCtion, and the Atheiltical, Fools 
of the Earth ſay in their Hearts, Thcre is 9 God, 
becauſe they: /ee none ; when they-are not vouch-- 
fafed the dreadful Kindneſs. of Diabolical Con- 
viction, but -are ſentenc'd to the ruinous: effetts 
of an impudent/ Obduration, without the Mercy 
of a,{grupyloys Conſcience, whicit in timg-mjght. 
ae, them: into. a. prudent, Recaritatzon. 5. 
_ How.the Zvly Cars was Alarm d at. the bregk- 
ing 0ax. ofthis Piper, ( as of ſome. Flyiry Dra oy 
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that would have ſtung them all.to Death) and 
what dreadful. havock, was wrought ina 'Monient, 
and how yery many Thouſands periſhed. by its 
Venomous Sting, ere the | moſt expeditious Or- 
| ders could be iſſued out for the clearing the ſound 
I from the mfeited : And. what Decree paſled forth 
Y IWF for their everlaſting Exile thence, into the low- 
Jn elt Abyſs, of Darkneſs and Confuſion, is fo far 
from being News now adayes, that Heaven and 
Earth rings With the Tragedy. 27 . 
| And happy had it been for-the Younger Sons of 
© I God, that. this degenerons Brood had been ever 
cloſely confin'd within the limits of their own 
ſooty Walls, and not permitted by their rang- 
ing about, to have had the Liberty of making 
'P' Wf their: pernicious How d'ye's into the Paradiſe of 
». I Joy, where the Kindneſs of their Maker had ſo 
, bleſſedly plac'd them together in Pleaſure and 
Peace: | Y 
Very vainly does prying, Curioſity make en- 

hi quiry afrer the @zaltry of the Sin that wrought 

'- Wthis Ruine,. fince perhaps Holy Writ is ib ob- 


* . {Wſcire and referv'd, with deſfigngo diQtate/a-more 

Ne prudent Caution againſt all ; ſince whatfoever it , 
'4] were that flew an Angel, the very leaſt of all I 
* ” 


may cruſh a Worm, [40-91 

Yet to gratifie a little the Inquifitive Humonr 5 
know, that the very Learned are. divided- and 
rangely differ in their Opinions about it : Some 
aying the Ruine to''the Charge of Envy, from- 
heir foreknowledge of God's determination in 


by 'romoting the Humane Nature into the ineffa- 
W- le H of Union with the Godhead; inineg* 


e& of Wir own ; fo' Zanchy and orhets,  Clz* 
2.4 , B 2 mens 
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. that Pride is not ſlandered in the leaſt by the 


4 . The Angels TragewW. 
mens Alexandrinus, Tertulliay-and Chryſoftome think 
It:to be Luxury, from Gen. 6.1. But ſurely 'Sp1- 
Tits need no Aiſtreſſes. Others alleadge the 
Breach of a Poſitive Command and Law impoſed 
upon them ; 'and the Rabbins will-have it of ſome 
Service to Man, which the proud Angel refoſing 
was therefore caſt down, an Opinion a little 
hard to be-entertain'd ; 'tis apparent their 'Fall 
preceded the Creation of Man. * Aquinas, St. Au- 
ſtin, and the whole Current of Writers cloſe 


bl 


.. with the Holy Ghoſt, in affixing the Guilt upon 


Pride; and methinks ſhe is plainly enough too 

guilty of this Murther ; [. 1 Tim. 3.6. ] Nay, 

the very Care and neceſſary Caution of every Good 
Father of the Church, in not laying too haſty 
Hands ,on- light and. frothy Perſons, nor exalt- C 
Ing them"into the weighty Miniſtrations of the C 
Altar, ( ſince ſuch may be tempted to ſwell in- I * 
to too high Conceits of themſelves from the Dig- MW 1 
nity - of: their excellent Office, and ſo become MF " 
Poyſoned : by the Devil's Draught, whom -Pride if © 
had ſo ſtrangely ſtupified into a forgetfnlneſs 
of themſelves, ayd puffed them into a-Rebelli-, I *t 


. on againſt their great Maker who had aſſign'd Ii 91 


to them their proper Furttions, (and to the MW an 
Prince of them ſo glorious one ) had they had 
but. Grace: to have kept 7, Agwr, their Noble 
State' and Principality, and not left their Stati- 
. on or : Habitation, ( as Fude ſaith: v. 6. ) 1 ſay 
their Care and Vigilancy, muſt evidence for me | 


me ypon the Scandal )/ for we cannoWge '1gno- 
rant neither how ſome eminent FatMrs have 
| W: expound- 


Charge; ( and I ſhall ſtand the Tryal p ſhe fue 


/ 
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_ The Angels Cragedy. 5 
expounded that of. Tſaiah 14.12. How, art thou , 
fallen, O- Lucifer ! ſon of the Morning, &c. 1 will 


, exalr my Throne above the Starrs : 1 will be like 


the moſt High; to repreſent the Sin and Fall of 
the Proud King of Babyl9n by the Pride and De- 
{truftion' of Lucifer. 5 
Ee we paſs further, -let- ns make'a few Turns 
in the Chamber of Contemplation, and take a 
ſurvey of- the lamentable Ruine of an Angel; 
( of thonſands of them ) that this execrable Sin 
hath fo traiterouſly dragged into irrecoverable: 
Miſery and Woe, 74 : 
The Azelical, Nature was doubtleſs the very - 
Cream and Flower of the beautiful Creation of 
God: TFhefe Spirits are the glittering Conrtters 
of the King of Glery, clad in the” very: Livery 


of their Maker; the Garnifh and Ornament of 


his Palace ; Heaven it ſelf but bafe Walls ( as it 
were ) and unfurniſhed without them, cloathed . 
with al} fuch inexpreflible Excellencies and Pow- 
er, that ſurely they want no ſtrength to  ſhike: 
the very Fayndations of the Earth, and to make 
the Pillars thereof to tremble : *'Twas but, One 


of them that in a Night' ſent ' an bandred fourſcore 


and five thouſand of ſuch Worms as we with plea- 
{ure into Duſt and their firſt Nothing: And ano- 
ther with a Breath only will blow-up more MMy- 


r71ads out of it again. - And yet no fooner had”. 


Stn, {that mirowe 715 ies, ] that ſcum and *Ex-" 

crement of filth, the very Elxir of all Poiſons, * 

caſt its envenoming Shadows wpon the fair Fa- ' 

ces of, theſe Glorious Suns, but 'they preſently * 

unlooſe' from their. ſeveral Orbs, dying into -an 

Eternal" Pchp/e, and drop dewn into: Darkneſs- 
| B 3 and 
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andHorrour, ſtript for: ever from their Native 
Eminences and Holineſs, ( the lovelineſs - that 


once beautified their Natures ) detamorphoſed 


into. the moſt affrightful Image of all the moſt 
abſtrafted -Deformity and 'Vileneſs  expreſlible ; 
deprived for ever of thoſe Eternal Felicities-ta 
which they were Created, and are now. become 
the very Soarces and Fountains of all-imaginable 
Lewdneſs and Miſchief, which they are increaſing 
{il}, by . pouring out the whole Flood of their 


- killing Streams to engulph vs alſo. in an, everlaſt- 


ing Ruine. God in. great Kindneſs, tg. us. hath 
dilcoyered their now deſtruftive Properties, and 
ſkewn- us the danger we. are in, while an whole 
Hoſt of {piricual Wickedneſſes are round about us, 
as ſo many roaring Lyons ready to devour us, and 
are qur. avowed Adverſaries, Accuſers, Murder- 
ers and Deſtroyers, inceſſantly ..tempting, us into 


the Rebellion with them, which they | very well 
- know will in the end: lay us. in the ſame Dun- 


geon. of Darkneſs. with all, the Chaigs of divine 
Indignation upon us that themlelves axe ſo dread- 


. + 


fully gall'd with: All which is no. idle. Fiftion 


fram'd on. the Forge of a Melanchally, fanciful 
or Komantick, Brain, but -a. Ferity as Intallibly 
Sealed by the Spirit of Truth, to us, as any other 
the Holy. Oracles have with, the cleareſt Perſpt- 
cuity conveyed to: our Knowledge. And though 
too.ſlightly. regarded; yet witneſſed:ta be, as Fuſf 
bn. themſelves, fo fatal. to. us, (if we keep not 
the ſtrifteſt Guard, and Inveſt our ſelves with 
the whole Armour of Gad.)-by One of their own 
Orjginal Order and Degree ; ( Now. for. ever 


{erured. from the like Dangers of confederating 


Treaſons, 


The Angels Tragtdy, = 
Tyeafons; and Eſtabliſhed into an Eftate of en- 
tire" and finleſs PerfetFron, ) from the.profound - 
Sence"2fid frave confideration} that himſelf had 
of it. While therefore he proclaims from Hea- 
vert the deplorable Woes to us ( the poor Tahabi- 
tants 'of the Earth and Sea) from-the ruinating 
Conſehuences of their Power and Preſence here 
below, Revel. 12: 12. : > ; : 
s And 'tis matter of Aſtonifhment to, conſider, 
how few are awakened by the Trump of that 
. Angel, unto any, the leaſt RefleQion on the Milſ- 
1 chiefs and Miſeries effettted in 'all Ages by the 
1 bloody Contrivances of theſe Apoſtare Spirits, 
© who have prevailed'to the overturning not of 
Mighty Empires and Kinzdoms only, bat of one 
the moſt flouriſhing Churches in the World, 
row overwhelmed with the black Cloud of P3- 
gan and Mahometan Datknefs and Death, where ' 
Divine Light and Truth ſent forth Tthen alzs! ) 
their ſpatkiing Beams and Splendont'; pouring 
in their .mottal Dregs both, of * Ath#/m and Er- 
rour, which deface the whole Beanty, and ener- 
vare the whole Strength of Original Picty and 
Religion'; which they 'know well enough will . 
diflolve the Covenant of Heaven, and give up to 
the Judyment not of a Deſertion only,;. but Di- - 
vorce, Who: but thefe foment Diviſions and 
Schiſms and Animoſities between Men, by puffing 
up fome ( and thoſe of the meaneſt Capacity ) 
into. boundleſs and. immodeſt Conceits- of. their 
own- greater Wiſdom and Parts, and hatefull 
difdain and Contempt 'of others, more. worthy 
thart themſelyes ? Who fo Induſtriouſly blow up 
the "Coats of alt Diſſenſion and Diſcord between 
B 4 _the 


- _- The Angels Tragedy. | 
the moſt ſeemingly happy and vnited Frater- 
nities, and invent the Aſperfions of 1gnominy 
and Reproach that are _fix?d on each other! 
who but theſe whiſper into the Ears and Hearts 
of Princes thoſe needleſs. Jealouſies and Fears. 
that cool them in. their .Kindneſs to their beſt 
Subjefts, ( whom they laok on as the ſecret un- 
derminers of the Peace and. Government, the 
yery Plagues and Peſts of the Age they live in, who 
are yet the very Pars of the Throze ) as if there 
were no conliltency between. God's Empire and 
their own ? Who but theſe ſtir up Kirgs to ru- 
ine - themfelves by unneceſſary. Wars, and their 
94 Subjefs by unneceſſary Sims ? Who but theſe 
beat up the Drums of Sediri97 and Rebellion againſt 
the beſt Princes, the very gracious Fathers of 
their People ?. Who. petrifies the Hearts oi. 7y- 
rants againſt their poor Subje&s into the bloodieſt 
Executions of their Wrath and Cruelty, not on- 
ly grinding their Faces by.. cruel Oppreſſio» and 
mpoveriſhment, but . ſheathing the Sword- of 
Perſecution.in the very bowels of 1nzocency, .on no 
other account but this,. that they. refuie to at- 
tend them into He? Who. but theſe have: rais'd 
up all the” A/aſſmarions and Maſſacres upon the 
Body of the-Church, not only by Heatbeniſh and | 
Pagan Inſtruments, but bave ſent their. thouſands 
and. ten thouſands into Death by the leſs mecci- 
ful hands of thoſe who ( Drunkwith. Blood ) hays 
yet the blaſphemous Impugence to call themſelves 
by the Name of 7e/#s ? Who but theſe had: the 
Brow to move the Court of Heaven for the ſub-. 
verſion of the whole Coledge of the Apoſtles at 
ance, and with an equal Inſolence to endeavour 
CEOs ivy ; the 


the ytter evacuating the whole Project of. our 


Eternal Redemption by tempting the great -Au- 


zhour 'of it to caſt himſelf upon ſinful and' un- 
warrantable Means of. Preſervation, and dire&t- 


1y . tending to his Ruine ; and when that would 
not take, conſult rogether more effetually ' to 


work their Ends by the curſed "Freachery of his 
own Servant. In a,word, theſe: are they ' that 
have wrought all the late Storms and Tempelts 
in the World ; *tis they have wrought all the 
Devaſtations hat Turkiſh. and: Gallican Tyranny 
have executed for them : The unnatural Wars 


in our. own Bawels, the horrid Maſlacres of the 


Church in France and- Ireland, the deplorable 
Fewds among our [ſelves ; theſe have kindled 


.our Fives, burnt up our Cities, enflamed our Spi- 


Tits, contrived. the Plots of our * Ruine, and are yet 
at work very briskly jto bring them ro PerfeCtion. 
And allthis fromthe Inveterate: Hatred they 


bear. to. God: and Man, roaring as Lyons to. de- 


your, twiſting themſelves as Serpents to deceive z 
by all ſubtle, wayes. and wiles beyond all ima- 
gination," by ſecret and. inviſible Engines and 
Artifices, profound Stratavems .and Devices, ma- 
king uſe of all ſorts of Means and Inſtruments, 
as well by real Friends as pratefled. Enemies, to 
the, very IVife of thy Boſom ; nay, to- the divi- 
ding thy. ſelf, and making a Party for themſelves 
in thy Heart. 

And yet we ſ#orc in our ſecurity, and dally 
in an_ inſenlibleneſs of any danger; while yet 
theſe mighty Enemies are round about ; they fill 


the ir we breath in, and hover over-our Heads, 
| wh are prying into all -our moſt retired Aions, 


and 
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and are Witneſſes to all our Villanies; ts Five 
Evidence againſt vs in the- laſt Day. © Nay, they 
- mingle themſelves with our very AﬀeCtions and 


Paſſions, and. fly-blow. our very Prayers, and De. 


*vortons, and Charities, endeavouring to render 
tham all: fruitleſs and. vnprofitable- to - us, -and 
unacceptable to God. - In ſhort, inſtead of wiſh. 
ing well to us, aſſiſting us in our Work, re- 
-Joycing in 'our Converſion, and miniſtring to 
our Comfort (the ſervice of the good Anyel-) 
theſe repine at our Welfare , hinder” our- Reper- 
-rance, Lull vs along in” our Security,” terrifie 
- our Spirits, imbitter our Lives, enrage our Ene- 
-mies, entrance our Friends, diſeaſe onr ' Bodies, 
and berray our Souls: For all which, and infinite 
other unmentioned Calamifies and Diſaſters from 
them, whom may 'we juſtly Curſe .and execrate 
- (asthe Original cauſe of all ,) but Si-,” which by 
-1ts malignant Jnfluences, and wicked Inchantments, 
from being. amiable Creatures of the ſweeteſt In- 
clinations and Afﬀections, hath transformed them 
into real Faries and Devils againſt us ? 

Came” hither, Reader, and with that Roman 
- Souldier, 'envy me the Hononr of Preparing the 
Funerals of the great Pompy alone, but bring with 
thee all the" Luminaries of thy Sonl; gather all 
- the ſtraggling forces of thine utmoſt reafon'and 


-confidering Faculties (and all too. little) to ru- | 


minate as thou oughteſt on this rueful Spe&acle. 
David once' bitterly Mourned at the Bier of one 
Prince: of 1frael, Slain by the Treachery of an 
:nſolent Traytor: But who hath ſlein all theſe ? 
[Heaps upon heaps, once glorious Princes of Hea- 
ven.. O fee what a-ſlaughter fin hath. ages *<; 
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gument preſented-to thee by Perer: and Jude. If 
God ſpared not the Angels that ſinned, but caſt them 
dogn into Hell, and delvucred them tmto Chatns of 
darkveſ3- to be reſerved unto Fudgment;, How will 
he ſpare thee ? They were Azgcts, Infinitely above 
thee kn the Dignity of their WVarare and Creation 
yet Greatneſs was no. Argument for Mercy. They 
were a 4Aultitnde in,the contederacy, yet neither 
did-the Number of the Offenders move pity'in 
the leaſt, but one and all, Thoxſards of + them to 
Hell wirhonut Mercy:;. yet it was the firſt Offence 
too, they ſinned but. ozce, (and ſome think but in 
Thoeught,) and Juſtice feized upon them to Execu- 
tion, and\God dealt. not- with them as with thee 
and me (Reader) on whom-be hath long wazed,, 
even: while we have been mu}tiplying provoca- 
tions. and ftirring xp his wrath to deſtroy us, yet. 
{till hath he. watred to be gracious tous. And me- 
thinks *twere pity to make a God wait. in vain; 
upon 1s, to loſe all the Expences. of his Pa- 
tience and Expettation from us. We would do 
wellto-think on it, and the. force of the Apoſtles 
moſt. Pathetick Argument ;, Defpiſeſs Thou. the 
riches of bis Goodaeſs, and Patience, and Long= 
faffering ! Thou that artbut.a poor: Worm, a Clod 
of the:Earth,-.and no: Angel, a Creatureof Yelter-. 
day; and: who; art: cruſhed. before the Moth, and 
whoſe Foundation is in: the Duſt; Deſprſeſt thou ? 
And who art how that ſhould deſpiſe: a God ? 
And:49- deſpiſe him: tao? "Vo entertain low. and 
unbecoming thovghts: of Him, that could Nod 
thee into Hell, and ſend:thee to accompany: De-- 
Yils in: Forments,/ Not ſo:much as to: baye'an 
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them! And then conſider the weight of that Ar- 
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+ Eye towards'him; or toſpend/a Look upon him; 


- or to:cencern thy-Thoughts about him, thinkeft + 


him : unworthy. of thy -Notice or Obſervation, 
and-yet a God,andfuch'a one on whom Argels and 
blefled Spirirs Gaze with unſpeakable- Admiration 


and Delight, not to have the leaſt ſenſe of him!—— 
No neither whilſt he is flowing out to thee in the 


ſweeteſt of his Communications , that . of | his 


Goodneſs, to deſpiſe Goodneſs, and that Goodneſs 


not to others, bur thy-ſelf, (thy ſelf Reader) 
' tadeſpiſe a God who hath been ſo long good to 
thee! The very Fountain of all the good Mercies 
. thou haſt enjoyed, and: herein good, 2s not - to 
puniſh thee for the abuſe of thoſe Mercies,' but is 
- ftill waiting ! Now if thy reaſon be not-drench'd 
into a perfect Bruitiſhneſs, be thine own Judge, 
whether ſuch Goodneſs [ſhould n0t lead thee to Re- 
pentarnce. A mercy he never vouchſafed to the 
Angels, never waited to ſee whether they would 
return or no, but for the firſt Sig delivers them 


'toJaſtice, layes them 1n Chams and reſerves them 


to deftruttion, while yet he is ſtill Courting thee 
to come in and ſabmit : Declares himſelf :unwil- 
ling bo ruin thee; makes Oathof it, .That he hath 
no delight» thy Blood, but infinitely rather that 


thou ſhouldeſt-rerwrn and Live 3 and thon 'may'ſt 


_ believe him, Reader, thou haſt his very Heart in 
that Proteſtation.. Well, 'tis not unworthy thy 
- moſt -ſerious RefleCftion to.fix a while on Gods 
Severity towards theſe Angels, who are now un- 
der Chains of 'wrath (and thou art walking pre- 
 ſumptuouſly on the ſnares of ' Death too) but 
ſhould thy feet [fumble on the dark Mountains (as 
they will) .and the fall of thy Body ſhall burſt on 

75+ | | thy 
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thy Bowels, and daſh ont thy Breath: 1ts'poſſi- 


'ble Reader, thou maiſt find thy miſerable'Soul fer- 


ter'd/in the ſame Chains that Haughtinefs and'Tn- 
ſolence hath betrayed them into,though now thou 
wilt: not-harken unto the ' Karting of theirs, for 
> -4acad of thy Charice, and the Rnffling of thy 
Pride. OY PO OWE CER 

But-pauſe alittle, thon moſt exalted D»f, and - 
view thy ſelf in'the Glaſs of theſe now wretch- 
ed Infernal Sprrzrs: Doſt thou valne' thy ſelfupon 
thine high Birth, and doth the Nobleſt-Blood en- 
rich thy, Veins? Why theſe were the Firſt-born 
of God, of the. eldeſt Family, and but one De- 
gree ſubordinate to the bleſſed Trinity, and never 
took their” Riſe from Clay, but were all Spirirs 
and- Glorious, yet has Pride deftroyed- then. 
Doſt'thou look Bigg on thy fellow Servants, and 
from'thine high Sratioz and Preferments in the 
Courts of Princes, {welleſt-into a forgetfulneſs of 
thy mean Original ? Why, proud Afhes, theſe were 
the Illuſtrious Comrtiers of the King of Glory; and 
Attendants on the Majeſty of Heaven, —— Yet 
Pride hath ſlain them. Art thon Commiſſionett 
from thy Maſter into Power, and delegated unto 
Executions from Royal Authority ? ' Why, theſe 
even in their low Eſtate are Powers ſtill, and can 
(if Licens'd) make the Earth to tremble ;, are the, 
Princes of the Air, and Reep their Court in thine 
own Heart too, and though ſtrips of their #0/1- 
xeſs,yet are Commilſiond often unto frequent and 
fearful Executions '( an& God deliver us from 
their Tyranny 1) yet they arebut Hell-hounds itil}, 
and their Pride hath nndone them. 


I4 The-'Ingels: Tragedy. 

/Doſt thou Glory in thine! Arrendants and long 
Train, the Ser of Liveries that encompaſs thy 
Chariot, and the many Slaves thou haſt at thy 
Service? Know (Seizniour) that -Belzebinb hath 
his Legions too, and in a more- perfect ſubjeQion 
and conformity. than thine, he hath them all at 
his perfe&t beck and abſolute Service, his Sub- 
jetts'are no; Rebells againit him,* but go and come 

/ at the leaſt Nod: of his pleaſure, and. yet this 
great Prince-hath his Chatss on: him, and P#igec 
hath made him a Priſoner of Wrath: 

_ And (might I be ſo bold) I would humbly Ad- 
dreſs metothe Man of Art and Science, whoſe $91 
dwells-in the Sw7, while others look out thro' 
the dark Dormants of a glimmering Light, and 
walk in the Cloifter of Obſcurity aud Ignorance, 
The Gyart that is Head and Shoulders above Others 
in all the Dimenſions of profound Parts, ſabtile 
Brain, moſt exquiſite Learning and Acquilitions : 
Thou knowett already, that this Society of the 
Dark, Order, were' once All Light and Intelligences 
themſelves; and now 10 the ſtate of their Dege- 
zeracy are yet Maſters of univerſal Knowledge, 
not only Magical and Phyloſophical,, but Theological 
roo, and can give the Explanation of the mot 
! abſtruſe Myſteries: And from their natural Sa- 
gacity, long Experience, Aſtrological Concluſions , 
and extraordinary Revelations. can Pierce into 
Future Events, and have often nttered their Pro- 
phecies and foretold things that. have happened - 
While Thou ſackeſt in knowledge by Drops; 

- They Roll in the whole Oce2n of it, and yet alas; 
all this Zzzht is but perfet Darkneſs, and ai Torch 
that leads them to Hell,, and but to a clearer Diſ- 

| £0Very 
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_ - The Angels Tragedy. us 


covery af their own Miſery and Sorrow; is void 


one tab qe L 

thy of ll Comfort and _Peace, and {trikes, nothing 
thy but Terror ' and Confuſron intothem, being imbit- 
2th Mcered with Envy and obſtinate Malice againlt God 


and all 7dea's of Goodneſs. To thy Knees there- 
fore, to thy Knees get thee (molt mighty Rabbre -) 
0 for the ſparks of Seraphick, Love to fall down 
on and ernflame thy. Frigid AﬀeCQtions 5 and to 
hit S4r2:fie all thine Aery and Unprofitable Notions, 
3,1 nto the Hear and Life of Charity, Conſolation 
and Joy in God. | 
Nor muſt 1 forget my fine Zady, while the 
laſs is in the Room : Ladtes lave Glaſſes, and 


ro' {@pcnd too much time in gazing upon. them; come 
nd {@\2dam, leud us here your Eyes a little, here are 
ce, 427+ attend you :— Nay do not ſtartle, Lady, 


hey .can do. you no Miſchief (if you doyour 
ſelf none.) 'Tis but a Coachful or two from the 
Dark, Region, that are comme to paſs a ſhort Yiſir 
the Ms Evening with -you; They bave brought, you 
ome. Patterns of theNewelt Faſhion with them, 
and, think you may” veed them. Your pale 
heeks want a little- Enijzhrning too, and theſe. 
- ave excellent Fucus to ell, : can furniſh your 
oft 8 adiſhip with the moſt bewitching Colours, and 
an inſpire you into the rareſt knowledge of 


$ S643. ; 
or Tempering and Laying ;. and for Patches there 
to Þ'< none like thoſe they Cur, and will leave you 


DireF10ns how to ſtick them ſo, -as (if you'Pleaſe) 


2h hey ſhall never fall off more : They. are Blacks 
ps ; hemſelves, and love,to promote the Honour of 
25; heir Country, Complexion. , They are {ent by 
rob heir. great Prince with, a Meſſage ol an Aop-d'ye 


0. you, and. know you are at leiſure enough to 
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16 - @The Angels Tragedy. | 
receive them; and in truth they have little elſe 
to do, but to be T#tors to young Ladies. Them- 
ſelves. were Scholars to Madam Pride, who has 


inſtru&ted them into all the Figures and Arts of, 
molt perfe&t Dreſſes. They love Gamdry, and 


were once moſt abſolnte. Beauties themſelyes; . 
they are indeed a little Tawny now. from the. 
Torrid. Zone wherein - they. Breath, but if you 
leaſe, can” Transform themſelves into a Lighter. 


ape, and then will appear leſs frightful to 
you. — Come, let us ſee whether you can vie 


Beauty with them. Bring out all your Mergeries' 


cover'd o're by the ſtratting Emboſſes of ſpangling 
Gold, till nothing appear but the Maſſy Embroz- 
aertes ſparkling Luſtre. Send for your Tire-women, 
let them Curle up your dangling Locks.into the 
, moſt bewitching res, then lodge the roſie Bluſb 
on your lilly Cheeks, and Lips: Let a glorious 


Aire and Meen dwell on every Feature, no” Mo-. 


tion or Poſture of your whole Body, bur what 
may ſtrike Wonder and E Maſe. Come, paſs on 
now by Majeſtick. Paces to the Chamber of Pre- 
ſence, where theſe goodly Creatures attend you. 
Ah! is this all the Shine you can make? See how 
they dazle you into perfect Deformity and Con- 
rempt! And yet they can. ſhew you variety of 
Exchanges, every. hour, and have often'done it 
when they have pleas'd to appear in Maſquerade. 


And can Tos find in your Heart to be Devils too, 
dre{s'd up in all your Gaterzes with'no other de- 
ſeen than to Tempt and Deſtroy, 10 Bewitch 


"others and your ſelves into the Ruines of the 
Damned? What think ye, is it not pity ſuch 
Creatures as theſe ſhould be ſcored with ever- 


laſting 


are og paſling on to the fame Miſery, and 
| GC 
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The angels Tragedy #7 
laſting Hears, cloath'd all-in Gomrs of F lame, who 
were once Attir'd by a Divine hand, into ſuck 
Amiable- Perfe&tions- as Expreſſion fails to tell 
you how brightly they ſhin'd in their Cwleſtial 
Robes , and yet Pride has Deveſted themof all, 
undreſs'd them into Shams and eretnial Sorrow ; . 
Yes, Madam, Pride has: done it, their Golden 
Trelles. like Med»/a's Head, are rurn'd to Snakgs 
and-hifs, yet cannot: fright you. 

And thou  Parſy Man of 'Weakb, that- haſt! 
Encloſed thy ſelt” in Cedar ,, and mounted thy: 
Towring Sout. high as thy proud Srratures, and 
with that harghty Monarch art raviſh'd in Ad- 
iniration of the-/P#e of thy Glory : Wilt thon' 
not vouchſafe one Glarice ffrom'thy Turrers upon 
theſe Spirits, and; temember in what State thef 
once lived? Iti a City built. and furniſh'd as 
Richly as Infinite Power and Wiſdom could con- 
trive and expend for its Glory. Fhe very Gates 
of Pearl and the Streers of pure Gold: Hn' Houſe 
made with no other H#:ds than whit a God hath. 
Yet from all that Heighth and _ Magnificence”, g 
Pride has tumbled theni down into -a Tophet 
whoſe Chambers are deep and large too, but whoſe 
Fire burns, and 'is enkindled by the Breath of an 
incenſed God into a ſtreaniing Flame for ever. 
And are you ſure ( Sr) that your Falls are 
ſtrong noden ro ſecute you from the like 
Trazedy ? "Twill be a dreadful Change to: paſs 
= "from. your Stately Pallace into a fcorching) 

ell. 

Sut what muſt we pity Devils rhen ? No, but 
oar ſelves rather, who in a dreadful Fearleſneſs 


ſors 
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ſure they Merit little Pity. from us, -who lay. ſo 
many Trails ' of Ruine for- us, to drag us into 
the Sorrows themſelves endure; and would but 
Ack, and deride us if in Torments with them. 
Nor have. 1, the Charity of Origen 5 to believe 
that all the Flames in which they Suffer, wall 
ever prevail to Purge out the Malignty of their 
Poiſonous Natures, nor refine them into Purity. 
Truth it ſelf hath ayerr'd, that their - Fire ſhall 
never, never be quenched, ( and sf it were not ſo, 
he would have told us.) No, Reader, no, Pride hath 
done their work for them to the purpoſe, and 
thoroughly: fix'd them the:open avowed Irrecon- 
cilable- Enemies of God: and. all Goodneſs ; - yet 


\ ſtill methinks,, to ſee theſe Great and Mighty 


Princes-foating it as Servants a4pon Earth, or wan- 
dring in the Air with the.Shackles of Vengeance : 
at .their Heels, for theſe Prizcipalities (with the 
Fingers and. Toes of their Native Royalties cut 
off 5 to. be baniſh'd into the place of Dogs, to 
Pick ..Scraps. from under the Table, and to 
ſwallow. the Bones. of Eternal Afﬀiiction ,- with 
no other .Nrizk, than the Poi/or of Dragons, and 
the Dreos of the Wrath of the Almighty, cannot 
be in.the ſenſe of all but a ſad and deplorable 
Speftacle: And though we cannot ſo Pathetically 
commiſerate their Degradation and Sorrows, yet 
are we more ſenceleſs and -hardened than they, 
if when after.God hath hung them up betore the 
Sun, in: the. Ferrers of his fierceſt Anger, and 
made them the laſting Monuments of his fiery /n- 
dignation to all. Generations; If I lay while we 
Gaze on Them, we do not Compaſſionate our ſelves 
and fortifie our Spirits by all imaginable Care. 

. > Mp ma againſt 
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deaidſt the Miſchiefs of Sin (that of Pride eſpe- 
cially) which hath brought all thefe Plagues and 
Judgments upon them. 


Buoys of dire Vengeance chal ed here, 
To raiſe up Univerſal Fear ; 
To Quaſh the Mountains, and melt down 


. The Pride of each T erreſtrial Cromn-: 


Rattle your Fetters into th Ears 
Of a Deaf World that lan obs at Fears. 
(While yer You' Trenible) T heſe Secure 
(As if as Innocent, as Pure i 
As once were you) "chem ſelves Immnre. * 
AHethinks an Hierarchyin Hell 

Mioht fink the Tumour, tho it fwell: 
If not, the Baffle will ſoon appear 
All on ; Themfel ves (nar Me) when There: 


C z Adam”; | 


j 


LE — i mmm toad | —_—— 


Adams Tragedy, 


——_— 


Brethren iz the Common Nature, (however diſtin- 
guiſhed by Accidents of Life.) The Progeny of the 
firſt Adam, ſnbjetbed by Him to Sin and Death : 
Readcemed from all by the 'Blood of a Saviour - 
(Were there in y0u an Heart apreeable to that 
Grace) Do nbt Bafſfle the Project of the Trinity 
ro ſave you 5, nor Frantickly Tear of the Plaiſter 
deſigned to Heal you: Heaven 1s no place for un- 
ſanttified Fleſh, ſtand to' the Tryal if you dare: 
The Fudge ts at the door, that will more ſenſibly 
convince you, who hath ſent your word before-hand, 
That without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee God. 
Haſ? out of the Rotten Houſe of your firſt Father, 
and while Vengeance purſues you, you are Mad in- 


deed, if you fly nor to the City of Refuge. 


— — 


1:7 GOR-XV:- 2%; 
'1z Adam all aje, 


IN having made this -havock- above, and 
& glutted it felf with Angels Blood; let us 
now paſs on to take a view of the direful 
Deſqlations it hath wrought below-; *Twill fight- 

GY neither 
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Brethren iz the Common Nature, (however diſtin- 
guiſhed by Accidents of Life.) The Progeny of the 
firſt Adam, /nbjefted by Him to Sin and Death : 
Redeemed from all by the 'Blood of a Saviour - 
(Were there in you an Heart apreeable to that 
Grace) Do not Baffie the Project of the Trinity 
to ſave you ;, nor Frantickly Tear off the Plaiſter 
deſigned to Heal you: Heaven ts no place for un- 
ſanttified Fleſh, ſtand to' the Tryal 1f you dare : 
The Fudge ts at the door, that will more ſenſibly 
convince you, who hath ſent yotu word before-hand, 
That without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee God. 
Haſ? out of the Rotten Houſe of your firſt Father, 
and while Vengeance purſues you, you are Mad in- 
deed, if you fly nor to the City of Refuge. | 


1'COR. XV: 22: 
'1z Adam all aje, 


IN having made this havock- above, and 
g glutted it felf with Angels Blood; let us 
\_F now paſs on to take a view of the direful 
Deſglations it hath wrought below-; *Twill fight- 

| C 3 neither 


22 - Adam's Tragedy. 
neither againſt Small nor Great, but only againſt 
Kings; for having already deſtroyed theſe Spiri- 
'tual- Princes, it ſtill purſues the High Game, 
and now lets fly at the firſt and Greateſt on 
Earth. | ys 
When the Erernal Word ſpake things into 
Being that had no Pre-exiſtence, and commanded 
admirable Order and Form to ſtart up out-of 
Confuſion atid Chaos; He not only gave a Naked 
Life to his Creatures, but cloathed them with 
unexpreſlible Beauty and Ornament ;, each Creature 
richly garniſh'd in his Natural Dreſs that was 
meet and proper to-it : But to Haz (the Lord 
of all) did bereferve a donhle Swr ; He deſigns 
him the Epiromy'of the whole Creation, and + to 
participate of both Natures: His. Better” Part 


(the Sou!) he Enamels with the ſparkling Beams 


; of his own Divinity, and Cloaths it in no other 
than his own Zzzery, and Creates It a Spirit like 
himſelf,  Gloriaus tim Folinefs. This ineſtimable 
7ewel he wrap'd upin a Casket (the Body) very 
curiouſly and mouderfully wrought, to become a Cha- 
_ riot {or the Noble Soul to-..move in: And: this 
- very Caſe he faſhioned into ſuch excellent Sym- 
_ metry of Parts and Perfe&tion, as ſhould ſhew in 
each Lizcament and Proportion, - the unparallell'd 

Wiſdom and Perer of its Maker ; and was ſa far 
from needing -a Mantle to'cover Defefts, as 
DWakednefs it ſelf was its beſt Ornament, and Inno- 
cence its Natural Robe. - God himſelf deligþting 
to ſee him in no other Pefture, and thimſelf- not 


bluſhing to appear before his great Creator in it. ' 


All the Crearrres did-their Homage to: him .in. no 
other DrcF,, when they preſented themſelves ſo 
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Adam's Tragedy, 23 
hambly to #ake Name, which He; as" their God 
on Earth, gave Wilely and Suitably to their 
Natures. The Lofs'of a &ib was ſo far from 
being any Blemiſh to his Per/o#”,/-that he {60h 
finds it again wrought up intg-the Perfection of . 
a Delicate Lady, 'as Beantiful and Entire as Him- 
ſelf * © And being bur himſelf divided; readers, 
him ſtill more compleatly Perfe&t» And” thus 
the Lord of the Creation receives his Stately 
Bride from the immediate Hands of his God, 
and is Beſſed in the Fruition of a Prizceff Conge- 
nial to his Natrre and Honour : When in a Para- 
diſe of unſpeakable Pleaſures, did this High and 
Happy Pair deliciouſly enjoy themſelyes and their 
Maker,with all the Reciprocations of the Deareſt 
Love and Joy, | | 

Now to Conſummate this Happinef,- the Perpe- 
euity of all is kindly offered them, on the Eaſte 


| Condition of a Thankful Obedience : (Alas!)*Tis 


but the Rent of a Pepper-corn for fo valt a Re- 


venue, The Great Landlord will reſerve to Him- 


ſelf a Propriety but in one Plant , which by no 
means he mult Ezcroach on, nnder the Penalty 
of certain Death: while the Fruition of all the 
Reſt ſhall be Sealed to him by Arorher,, which is 
Hallowed into a Sacrament for immutable Con- 
fiirmation to' him. He /humbly Bows, and 1s 
content to live no longer, ' than while he pays 

the Tribute of ſo Reaſonable Service. } 
But the bantſhed Crew, who rov*d up and down 
in the 4ir and Earth, (now perfettly ſtript of all 
the Glories of their happy Crearioy, and of all 
Hopes af any poſſible &Ke-inveftiture into Divine 
Fayour,) and ready to burſt 'with Rage and 
4 C 4 - Malice, 


$34 _ _ Adam's Tragedy. | 
(alice, when. they find that God had raiſed up 
.z0 himſelf Children fron the Duſt. of the Earth, 
hat paid him: a greater Honour than they, and 
were .now become the Bleſſed Heirs of his Grace, 
and the Mercaes themſelves, had ſa juſtly For- 


feired, began to -Confpire the Means of. recking 


their Kevenges againſt both, between whom there 
appeared 1o feemingly - [rrefragabls Ynion of 
Friendſhip. | . 
And is there no way ( think the Infernal 
Wretches). to ,deface this ſo goodly. Fabrick,, ſo 
Accurately ſet up and brought to ſq lovely Per- 
feftion?: No means to cool this Fexyour of 
Fondneſs and: Afetion betwixt theſe new Confe- 
derates? What, cannot a Council of Devils break 
this Tripple League? Were not we our ſelves ip 
as fair Probability of ſtanding unmoveably in his 
Favour, : yet are now broken-off ? And does all 
our Mzſery ſerve us tq no purpoſe at all, nor in- 
{tru& us jnts Methods of | Revenge ? Sure the Ex- 
 pedient is at hand already, and. can we aCt by 
any better Engine than what hath unſcrewed our 
ſelves from his Heart? Can we work by any 
* More proper Tool than Priae that has ruin'd us 
all? ' She that hath been ſo Politick to: out-wit 
Spirits,” cannot want her Arts to caſt a fair 14/t 
before the Eyes of the Children of the Worm, 
while ſhe blogs her Venomous Breath.upon them. 
_ And is that newly ſtart-up Lady ſo ſtiff and 
ſtrait-lac'd, thatng dainty cringing Adaref may 
* prevail to warp her tg the Impreſſions of -Pride ? 
So Coy and Reſerv'd that no Inſinuations can 
bow her to the Suggeſtions of a greater Happi- 
_ vef thap yet ſhe enjoys ? Why ſhe is but a Womar, 


made 


—_ 
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made of a Rib, and Bent already to give Life to 
pur hopes : -Cannot Pride ſmoath her op to the 
tickling Conceits of an higher Empire, and diſ- 
play the Felicities of a Gaadef to her ? - Intimate . 
that her Maker is jealous already of his Swpre- 
macy, and providently- to ſecure it,” hath Fet- 
tered them up by a Law-from the only means of 
both their Promotions : But if they will, may be 
Gods themſelves as well as He. Let: her view 
the encloſed: Tree, and judge whether its Fruir 
have not Charms 'which -none but Weakneſs and 
Folly 'would refrain from; and bears Meat not 
proper only. for Gods, but whoſe very Digeſtion 
would produce Immortality. They may (but) 
talte themſelves into Nezty. And then for an 
Aſſiſtant , - hath ſhe not- the Serpent (a ſubtle 
Creature)to Organize the Errand and ſpeak by, 
that knows ſo curiouſly to Curl himſelf into 
Welcome and Audience , 'and by. a thouſand 
Cringes will wriggle himſelf into Acceptance. 
And thou Pride, we conjure thee to 'dart thy 
Martal Sting, (whoſe griping Pains ſtill ſtick in 
our Hearts) ſtrike it into every -part of their 
Souls : While we our ſelves will Aſhſt thee in the 
Project, and make them know we will not Smart 
alone.under the-Frowns of an Angry God, but 
ſhalllet them ſee how juſt it is, they ſhould bear 


A ſnare with us in the bitter Fruits of Rebellion and. 
Folly. 


?Tis no news to the Reader, that this execra- 
ble Plot was' crowned with its wiſh*d-for Suc- 
ceſs, and how Pride plaid her part inthe Tra- 
gedy ſo much to the Life, that all the Pic of 
Hell paid her the Honqur of the Clap and the Hum, 
—"22Y Dj | ave 
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--. Love and Life lye Bleeding together :* The 
Divinity diſappears and retreats into Heaven, to 
Solace tt ſelf in it ſelf, ſince all' the Sparks of it 
; there below are fully extinct, -and Darkref covers 
again all the Earth. The very Devils: proſper 


26 Adam's Tragedy, | 


in-their Ruinous Plots, and if infinite Wiſdom 


be 'not able +to/ temper good Phyſick, from this 
Venom, \ the Foundations of the World' muſt 
diſſolve into Nothing, the Creation drop into 
its- firſt. Confuſion ,, to Bury the Sinners in its 
Runes. \. 911, 4% Es, 

+ No ſooner had- Miſerable Man ſhut his Ear 
from his Maker, and opened it to. the Viper and 
Luſt, but the firſt viſible Effe&t of his Folly was 
Shame ( which never ſince hath broken off its 
Attendance on $S:z) for Pride having rent off the 
Garment. of their Native Simplicity 'and Innocence 
which fenced. them from every Danger , the 
Angry Winds begin [to- revenge their Creator's 
Quarrel, and boldly aſſault-their ſhivering Joynts*: 
They feel already the Cold Effefts of their Weak. 
neſs, and their very Souls Bluſh'to fee how Suc- 
corleſs and Naked they had- left themſelves. 
Modeſty Suggeſt the Neceſlity of a- Covermy, and 
' themſelves «can think of no better than the com- 
plicated Branches of a Tree;+ not of the Lawrel' 
wreath'd-into Crawns of Yittory (alas! here-was 
all Defear) but of the poor Fig Platted- into the 
inglorious Shrouds of Shame. Unhappy Adam! 
Hadfſt thou wiſely refrain'd from the Fruit, thou 
hadft. never needed the Leaves, * Thus (Reader) 
thoſe who lighted the ProteCtion of the God of 
Natare, became Debtors to a contemptible Yege- 
table, and are obliged to a Leaf to Periwig' their 
"2&4 F Baldneſs 


/ 


but little Wear or Warmth, they ſoon Wither and 
Rot; whoſe very dropping from their Loins, 
(dead- and Sapleis becauſe ſeparate from their - 
Root) ſeem to take Voice, and londly upbraid 
the Weakneſs of thoſe that wore them, andthe 
Impoflibility of Zzfe ta-ſuch who were now broken 
off from -the Fountain of -it. ' Bleſſed God! To 
what -Coyert ſhall -he betake himſeif that. flies 
from thee? They multiply Sorrows.tbat haften after 
another God. - How: unpitied/:are the 'Rags of 
the Prodigal, who left the; Rich Wardrobe of his 
fon! Treaſures, to Cloath: himſelf with Con- 
lion 


Fig-leaves Adien ! Wither and dye, 
I've other Leaves. to arefi me by: 
A Tree whoſe Leaves do ever thrive, 
And which alone dead;Souls Revive; 
One who has Curs'd both Leaves and Waoed : 
' For not- affording any. Good; . 
Kindly conſulting General Weal, 
Lefe thoſe bebind that Nations Heal ; 
Whoſe Vertue wiſely underſtood, * 

* Are found both Medicine: and F 00d : 
Then turn them, R=ader, ore and 0're,. 
Adain's loſt Glory they'll reſtore. 


Gold and Shame are bur the beginning of. Man's s 
Sorrows-;--Jf bis Members ſhake with the gentle 


Gales of Paradiſe,. how will his Heart tremble 


at the Whirlwind 'of his Offended. Makers Voice } 
Shame is the Firſt-boarn' of $ta ; and Fear takes it - 
uh the Heel a8 a- Twin of the - ſame Birth':* He 

Fears 


hes” ati? 


Adams hg —_— 
Baldneſs- and Poverty. But. Alas! Leaves had | 


Fears and Flies, - but -in -vain from him that is 
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. Adam's: Tragedy. 
every where : And he that firſt ſeeks a Covering 
for his Shame, 'is now ſeeking 'another for his 
Sin,” and-would gladly Pin his Fo-leaves on his 
Makers Back, whom he Blaſphemouſly Imipeaches 
as'the Sinner, for his kindneſs in giving him a 
Wife. I tremble'to- ſee how low 'he' falls, who 


hath. once loſt his hold of Grace ; -O ler everlaſt-' 


ing” Arms be - underneath ne"! Since fuch-is the 
Villany of Naruze, that it would 'Condemn a God 
to fave.it ſelf! But what/is more Srupendions yer, 
The Goad-is content” it. ſhould be fo., - and that 
Croſs be fram'd of the. Fatal Tree for Himſelf to 


. Hang on, that while his Eye ſhould be fixt on 


the Prodigy, (when' yet the Su ſhut his) his 
Heart ( with the Fel-of the Temple ) "might be 
Rent into a Thovſand Shivers; which when laid 
on the Altar, ſhould become a'Sacrifice too (per- 
fum'd by his own) that ſhall ſerve to-expiate 
his Guilt : For a broken and a contrite Heart, O 


* God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. Sure the Sence of ſo 


Aſtoniſhing Love, would Melt him into Repen- 
tance"and a Flood of Tears; but if not, he de- 
ſerved to dyefor ever. | | | 
Paradiſe is no longer a Place for Rebels, who 
have forfeited their Right to the Tree of Life : 
Away to the Plantations with them z Hard Labour 


and Sweat will humble them into more Sober | 


thoughts of themſelves, than thus to Aſpire after 


- Deity. How hardly is the Glaff of Proſperity holden 


by 4 fledfaſt hand without | Breaking | but how 
Afﬀicting 1s the remembrance of an Happineſs 
loſt -by our Folly ! : And 1 doubt not | but every 
ſtep that poor ' 44am trod out of his delicious 

2 ob Garden, 
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Garden, - was-made upon Thorns, that ran-up 


into . Inis very Heart to make it Bleed. And I 


humbly beg my- Reader, upon the bare Knees of 
my Soul, that he would Bathe his Heart in the 


River of the firſ# Sinners melting Sorrows for the 


loſs of an Earthly Paradiſe : Since the Time may 


come, that he Himſelf. may Weep the like unpro- 


firable Drops under the Forfeiture of an Eternal 
Heaven (for the ſake of -a few Momentary and 
Periſhing Luſts) where a Sea of them will little 


avail him in a place of Torment, And \I do _ 
aſſure him, That the: Caution ſwims to him in'a 


Flood of my own at the writing of it, and could 
be content (if it might benefit. him more) that 
It were Printed with the Blood of my Heart, But 
how Faint and Senſeleſs are my Hopes, whenl ſee 
the Rock of Gbduration ſofar from: yielding theſe 
precious Waters at the Stroaks of the Prophers,that 
the Impenetrable. Adamaxt was no wile difioly:- 
ble. by.the Tears. or Blood of a weeping God. 
The Naked-Offenders mult in pity be Cloathed, 
and their very Garments are part of their Puniſh- 
ment. | They -ſhall ao Penazce in Hiur-Cleth. 
Thoſe whom Pride had blown up into the Con- 
ceit of being, Gods, ſhall ſneak up and down 1a 


Skins of Beaſts: Sure the Skins of thoſe Brutes 
.( however Tann'd ) were but a Rugged Shift 


for the tender Body . of the - 24other of all 
Living. ” 9's be $7 | 
. 'See, Reader, fee, the Firſt and Greateſt Princes 
of the Earth, (cer ever Kingdoms or, Empires 
were bounded our, and divided among Crowned 
Heads, lee theſe ) that held the Scepter of the 
Vmuyerſe, thus 'Treacherouſly betrayed by Sm, 
| - into 
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46 -  JAdanys Tragedy. | 
into ſ6 vile an Eſtate of Diſhonoor. They are 
wrapt up in Leathern Suits ,, which doubtleſs 
they put on and off with infiriite Shame and 
Sorrow, in Refleftion upon the loſs of their Glo- 
rious Robes. ' The wily Serpent had told them 
indeed, that their Eyes ſhould be opened, and *twas 
true enough, but to what ? Tothe Sight of their 
offpeakable Mifery and Woe, that lending fo 
eafie an Ear to' the Inipoſtures' of that Grand 
Deceiver, they faw themſelves GnlPd ont of all 
their Original Happineſs and Blif. Thus Adam 
that was Created i= Honoxr, but underſtood nbt bis 
own Felicity in the Favour and Feſlowſhip of his 
God, fell as in a Momeht from it, and became 
like the Beaſts that periſh, walking up avd down 
in his Shaggy Surt, which (with'the Hairy Bap 
if) was ever Preaching Repentance and orti- 
ficarion to him. It, may be trnoe, what is written 
of Peter, that every Crowing of the Cock, was 
a new ' Peal that alarm'd him to freſh Sorrows ; 
but fure each Glance of Adams Eye upon his 
Beaſtial Coat , made-hina go forch and weep bit- 
rerly. Lp ? 

Thus Si: hath brought forth Shame, and Shame 
a:Neceflity of Garments ; to be proud therefore 
of Garments, what is it bot to be prond of 
our Shame? nay. to Glory in or Sin, that hath 
brought that Shame and Neceflity - upon * vs. 
And this miinds me of Tertutian, contemplating 
Adam in his Skins : Lo (faith he) Homo\Pelbrus 
Orbi, quaſi Merallo datur. Man, the Lord of the 
whole World, is ſent but of Paradiſe in a Lea-' 
rhern Ferkis to work as a Slave in the Mines. 
That Garb very well ſuiring 'the Spade and rhe 

| Mattock; 


> p 


Adam's Tragedy. JT 
Mattock.,, and his Wife allowed no other Dreſs, 
eſs ber Soft Skin covered with a Pelt only, at-the 
very mention of which, her delicate Davghrers 
fall a ſhrugging and are. uneaſie, but mightily 


Pp Mortified for the Miſery ſhe hath brought upon 
vas if £<m 3 when, (Good Souls) they do Penance with 
6: ber in Rolls of the fineſt Linne , and the ſofteſt 


FA folds of Sattin and Silk. 
This was an IVound to Man indeed, but Heaven 
a1 Nt ſelf muſt Smart : *Twas not ſo ſtrange an In- 
dignity to thoſe who. had made themſelves as 
hi, 54s, to be thus lapp'd up in their Skins : But 
his | for God himſelf to be ferch'd out of Paradiſe, 
and made to walk up and down in a Skin upon 
Earth, for Deity to put ona Skin too: This is 
the inſufferable Fruit of their Folly, (but the 
x29 incomparable Evidence of his Zove.) .Nay, and 
while theſe might walk warm and ſecure in 
theirs, He (Alas!) cannot keep his own Whole 
| upon his Back, but is all over Rent and Zorn 
his (from the crown of his Head (where the, 7horns 
p;-. [picrce lr) to the ſole of the Foot, (where the 
Nails) when Agonies from Wrath above, Whips 
and Spears from Rage below, dips him all into 
Blood, his Skin becoming as 7o/eph's Coar, which ' 


" he carries back (with all the Breaches and Rents 

ath N=pon it) to ſhew the very Avge/s whom he might 

as. {bank for all his. ED. . 

ng But to teach bs the Leſſon of Humility and due 

+, (Moderation in our Habit, you may Note, how 

the xtle value the great God puts upon. the Body ; 
Py which he hath ſtampt the Character of Ye) 

| hile he preſently wraps it in a Cover of Skins, 


and thinks it fine enovgh when-ir anſwers rhe 
, ENUS 
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32 $0 s rdibe. 
ends of Security from Nakedneſs and Cold;: wheti 
yet his Wi/ds7z took nigh: four Thouſand years &'er 
he finiſhed the Garment that ſhould. guard the 
Soul from the more dangerous Attacks of Sin and 
Death, 

All Peace, all Quier, no Murmurs here; no Pleas 
for Gaudy Cloaths or "Changes of Artitez; they 
humbly offer their Guilty Shoulders to the rugged 
Hide, in meek Submiſſion to the good Pleafure 
of their great Creatour. | Thoſe who are unworthy 
of Life, may not ſtand on Terms of Vanity; Surely 
very meek and reſigned is humble Gil; nor did 
ever broken Heart quarrel at the Rents of its own 
making. ' Lord if it. be Thou, let me come to 
thee, tho' in a Fiſher-mans Coat, 

But was Cold and Bluſhing, the only Effes of 
the Conſult of Hell againſt poor Man ? This all 
the depth of 'their Plot? Ah no! for if Pride 
had been ſo Modeſt or Merciful to have ſtript 
him. only (wich the Egyptian Srrumpet) of the 

ſpoils of the Upper Gurment, (the treacherous 
Fleſh,) had it bruiſed the Caſe only, or pluck'c 
up the ſtakes of the moveable. Tabernacle and 
bury'd it. all in it's Orignial Dult, the Tyrrany 
ſtill had been eaſie and ſupportable, while the 
Fewel within had made an eſcape, with all the 
Treaſures of her Excellencies whole and untouch'd ; 
had ſhe been ſo kind to have left ſome memora- 
ble Marks of her Craelty on the exteriour Per- 
fectious of his Beauty, the whole Creation 
would have called a Parliament, and humbly have 
offered their Loyal Subſidies to "their great Sove= 
rain: Each B:rd and Beaſt would have been proud 
to. wrap hin ia their Dos and Furrs, each 
Bloſſom 
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_ _ ' Adam's Tragedy, 

Bloſſom and Flower 'wofld have ſewed Themſelves 
togerher to have made them Summer-ſuits, 
as Shem and Fapher they would have þ1id their 
Faces, while they had reverently mantled the 
defects of their Lord. © But O Cruelty never to be 
forgotten, never to be' mention?d\ without hor- 
roar! The Robe of Immortality is not-only rent 
off from the ſtately Pavilion of the Body, but - 
the bloody- Tyrant kills the Porrer at the Door, 
with deſign to make way to the rifling the Richet 
Cloſts within. As Lightning, it vlucs not the 
Sheath ſq it carr but melt down the Steel of the 
Interiour Power and Strength, and trembles not 
to adventure into the preſence Chamber | of the - , 
great 24-e, whom all Pale and even Dad with 
fear, he invades with inſufferable Inſolence, fly- 
ing in her Szcred Face, and with unmercifnl Hinds 
tearing out thoſe glorious Zighrs rhat lately 
ſparkled Joy into the Heart of ther Mzher, and in 
a moment Deyelts her of all- thoſe Royalties 
which made even a G5d to'doat npon her : And 
then (to perfe@& the ſorrow) the Sorcerer forces 
ito her weak and bloodleſs hand a Circean Cnp 
of Magical Poiſons (tempered together by his 


own miſchievous Fingers) which ſhe unhappy + 


Princeils too greedily ſwallows ( as what ſhz 
thought might-quickly Period her forrows) but 
(Deſtruftion on him) would yon know the ex- 
ecrable-effects of thar fatal Drauzhr ? The poor 
Soul (inſtead of expiring ) falls into a perfe& 
Frenſie, when immediately you might have ſeen 
her throwing'her unfortunate Self into the Carſ- 
ed Arms of the cruel Deflowrer, and in Poſta1re3 
of moſt Laſcivions Conrtſhip, Killing the very hands 
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t hat-hid: made_the Rape upan.her. Sacred Perfon, 
and with.a Fondneſs as Strange as. Unparalleld, 
Sacrificesall her Pawers to the. Zſfs of her Mortal 
Enemy., . Haye. you not ſeen, ſome pbor.Diſtratt, 
. rolling in $:raw,,- with her Har diſhevil'd, in 
Raggs all torn, winding, her .Face 1nto infinite 
forms? Now caſting out Melancholy ſmiles, and 
thoſe followed by pitiful Sighs, which as ſoonare 
exchanged into loud Laughter, and that, dying 1n- 
to a plodding Silence, while ſhe knits her Straws.in- 
to a thouſaiid kzor-s, and tearing them again into 
Pieces with fary ; . Glad of*every Feather to play 


with, and adoring the ſmalleſt - Sur-beam with. 
ridiculous Ceremonies ; till the noiſe of her Keeper 


' ſtartles her into; trembling, whom ſhe fears and 
flatters at ouce, as olad-of his coming, yet afraid 
of his ſtay : In Mert, moſt perfettly inſenſible 
of her own Sorrows, and equally uncapable of 
removing them, ſhe renders her ſeif a willing 
Priſoner. to-her own Afii&ion, and imagins her 
' very Dungeon a Pallace ! wt oe 17; 
This (alas) is too imperfect a Pourtraiffure of 
_ this Princeſſes Lunacy, in whom the Complacencies 
of her firlt Aﬀections (ſo pure and raviſhing ) 
_ are all drown'd in the flore of new_ ſenceleſs 
Paſſions, who in the loſs of ineffable Felicities of 
divine . Amours, and the deareſt Embraces- of a 
Ged, diſtractedly falls ia Love with: Feathers, and 
Straws, and Shadows, and every thing, and 1s 
unhappily 'hetrayed to Court her very Torments 
and Plagues, - My people have changed their glory for 
chat which doth not profit, Jer. 2. 11. 
Now to make the Tragedy yet more compleat, 
each Scene of it is Atted in the very Freleore of 
| her 
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"her great : Zord, who had but plac'd. himſelf he- 
hind the Tapiftry for tryab of het Fidctiry and 
Love, where he makes this Lamentable Dsſcovery 


| of her treacherous Diſloyalry , 'and ſees her thus 


miſerably ſurpriz'd. 

The whole Court above, expected nothing lefs 
than Ten thouſand Deaths to have been darred in- 
to her falſe and angrateful Heart, and look't each 
minute for her Sentence intoeverlaſting Torture : 


 When(Ounfathomable Goodneſs inſtead of Pun- 


iſhment and Death. her dearelt Lord commilſerates 
the poor frantick,, and Summoning a' Conrcil of 
the profoundeſt Wiſdom (where Love ſat Preſident) 
he graciouſly conſults the moſt effeftual Means 
for the rendring her to her ſelf again, and apply< 
ing the moſt proper Remediesof temoving (at 
leaſt abating) the Diftemper, and doubts not but 


her more ſenſible Rcflefons on his: Kindneſs and © * 
Pity, will endear her again to a more careful - 


and faithful Obedience and Duty , when in the 
right uſe and improvement of her: Reaſon, ſhe 
ſhall prudently animadvert on: the tendernels of 
his Heart, and the Royalty of his Care and Pro- 
viſions:fcrher. | : THE 6a 

- White' the Debate: was hotly carried on: by 
the whole 7rimity, ſee One of themſelves— But 
here Reader, Expreſlion - fails me, . and-never yet 
were Words found out (never ſhall be) to de- 
lineate "that nnurrerable Goodneſs, which God 
himſelf. ſo highly : commended, and the. very A4n- 
gels ſtand aſtoniſhed at,and for which Thouſands of 
thouſands, and Ten" thouſand times Ten thouſand 


-of /the- Heavenly -Quire | pour upon (his. glorious 


Head infinite: Bleſings-and Halelnyavs for Ever 
614216  (0T ' 0 2 and 
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and Ever, and the Soul, that joyns not in tht 
Eulogy, let him be Arathema Maranatha, Accur- 
ſed. till Himfelf comes to pronounce. him fo 
to all Eternity.) This-:glorious One not only in- 
tercedes for her Pardon, but undertakes the Cre, 
and fo paſlionately purſnes the Requeſt, that he 
generoully offers to waſh away the ſtain-of her 
diſloyalty. with . the deareſt Blood of his Hearr. 
Bur becauſe he had yet None (for he was God too) 
he would draw ſome from his Patient, and arti- 
hcially temper it into a Body for himſelf, which 
his Divinity ſhall Conſecrate into ſo ſpotleſs a 
Purity ,, and immaculate PerfeC(tion-, as ſhould 
highly ennoble his Blood, and make it ſo Meri- 
torious and Rich, that when it ſhould come to 
be poured out from his precious Veins, will abun- 
dantly ſatisfie the expeCtations of Juſtice, and 
ſerve to be a full Propiriartion for the whole Offefce, 

for he took it on purpoſe to Bleed it out again, 
to finiſh'the Projeft of his Love, and her perfect 
Redemption and Safety.) And thus was Him- 
ſelf contented to die for: her, and at the dear 


' Price of his own Life to purchaſe her wholly to 


himſelf, while he expects ſhe will devote her fe 
wholly to his abſolute Service and Honour, and 
ever pay him the grateful Returns of her Heart 
for ſo unconceivable Kindneſs and Love: While 
he will. Operate by ſuch other Methods, as (he 
fears not) ſhall accompliſh her entire Reſtoration, 
-and render her again an Object of Beauty, to the 
holyEyes of her Maker, by the Lovelizeſs that he 
himſelf will put upon her. Tho! yet he finds from 
too viſible Symproms that the Diffſionof the Ve- 
nome thro' every part, (and which hadifo ſadly 
| * . corrupted 
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corrupted, her Seminals.).: would - greatly en- 
danger - her. Poſterity.,' to whom ..the Diſcaſe 
wanld be certainly communicated with her Na- 
tare; (And alas! the experience of ſome :Thow- 
ſands of Tears have given too clear a Teſtimony 
of that diſmal Truth,) yet ſhe might. comfort 
her Self in this, That his Care ſhould conſtant- 
ly attend them too, he will ever be ready toad- 
miniſter to:Them alſo ; and toall bur ſuch whoſe 
outragious. adreſs would leave them utterly 
uncapable of his healing . Preſcriptions; . and 
whoſe Infettion would work to ſo high a Pirch, 
as to cauſe them. deſperately to flight the Keme- 
ates that his Wiſdom and Goodneſs had prepa- 
red for them. MET s 94 
No Bounds, no Rampires could hinder the 
Flood-Gates of mine Eyes from flowing out into 
the deepeſt Streams at the hearing the Account 
of this rueful afſacre. All the World deſtroy- 
ed at one blow in their Great Repreſentative! 
Not a Zi#th but what ſhould add a Rebel againſt 
Heaven, and a Subje&t to Sin. ! That's a 771- 
umph with a_ Witneſs, that: inſults over' che Ru- 
ine. of. the whole' Race.: 'TI'was but a Left Wing 
of the Angels that Pride had. unhappily cut off, 
but here the whole Progeny of Ada lye mortal- 
ly bleeding to Death; and not one eſcapes to 
tell the ſad Story of their own. Defeat : Nay 
God Himſelf wounded in the Rout ; Neceſiira- 
ted to take the Field, and fall in ir too, be 
Buried in the Common Gfave, and had.there 
ors Corruption., had+ not his Divinity reliev'd 
im. | Ko 
Come, Reader, let us conferr a. while; There 
"I Ba > '1F 
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is 2 paſſage lately dropt from that Great Phy. 
fician, who upon view of his Parit»ts corrupted 
Blood, ſeem'd to fhake bis _ Head, "and pity 
her whole Progeny. It would. be worth a lttle 
pains 'to ſearch ont the Fruth,and make ſome Ex- 
periment in our ſelves:+ (Sure he meant not that 
Bedlam, her firft Produttion who ſo barbarouſly 
kilFd hisBrother inthe Field where the Mad Blood 
boil'd ap fo hotly within him, and the poor Inno- 
cent fell by his Bloody hands from no provocati- 
on atall,bat /ov#7g him who had wrought fo good 
a Cure upon him, and was growing up towards 
perfect. Recovery ; No, no,) Tis the whole Poſte- 
rity ;- and our felves are ſurely included': Come 
Jet us try out. the matter. Haſt thou'never felt her 
Mad Blood frolicking' in thing. own Veins, and 
the Diſtemper gotten vp into thy, Head too ? 
How (often have the Felicities' of a Deity been 
preſented hy Pride npon. the Srage of thy Fancy? 
And how brave it would be to drink thy fill 'of 
Ne&ar with the Gods? Haft thon never walked 
with thy Trident as Neptune, and commanded 
the Sea to own thy-Anthority ? How many Rag: 
of thy Poverty hath 7maginarion, dipr into Pur- 
-ple, and hung them up as the Enfigns of thy 
Royality 2 How many Staves haſt 'thon gilded'in, 
ro Sceprers, and holden them forth to thy Sub- 
geZs to kiſs? What was in the Brain of that 
_ Emperour,that fet him awork to ovt-rhander Tups- 
pirer ? And __—_ —_ dreadfo! Claps of thine 
Gaths and - Blaſphemies but deſperate Charges 
vpon God Himfelf, which none byra perfet Fran 
tick would adventure at? What acconnt canft thou 
give of thy Time and Life which is lent _ 


%. 
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but” a Moment for Eternity, .wheh that Etcr- 
nity will be ſhort enough to curſe thine own 
Madneſs in tfifling away Time? Art thou fool- 
ing ſtill with' Feathers and -Straws, and idly 
knitting Knors in the Gror of thy Miſery, when 
(with thy unhappy Father). thu art.thrult,ont 
of Paradiſe, and haſt 'no Acquaintance in that 
Holy Court where once he was fo perfect a Fa- 
yourite,and (which ſhews thee wholly diltratted) 
thou deſireſt none ?. Haſt thou ſeen other Lighe 
than what hath darkly g/immgred through the 
Windows of thy Melancholly Cel? or other Ex- 
cellencies than what have Daz/ed thine Eyes in 
the Glories of Life? Art thou-priding thy Self 
in the very Shackles of. thy Mournful Captivity, 
and never knewelt a greater Liberty? Alas! thou 
art lockt up in Bedlam ſtill, and Rovelt about 
in thy Fancy, when as the true. Zighr, and Life, 
and Freedom, ate as far as Heaven from thee ? 
What maketh thee judge of the carneſt Purſuits 
of a few here and there after an Inviſible Hap- 
Pineſs, to be perfect [Weakneſs and breach of Dif- 
cretion ; and haſt wondred they ſhou!-1 look after 
another Heaven than that thon enjoyeſt already 
on Eatth? How haſt thoo preferr'd a Perſian Devo- 
tion that is happy in a /7/ible God, that ſhines apon 
his Y#aries eyery day! A perfe&t Stranger to 
that Faith that is the Evidence of things not ſeen : 
Alas Man! as a dangerons Frantick thog art 
clofe ſhat up in the Dungeon of Unbelief ; where 
thy Brain works upon a thouſand *Chimera's , 

which evaporate all into Air and Nothing ! 
Come, let us lay theſe things to Heart : Is it 
nothing to thee, that the ſame Pride which firſt 
| D 4 infetted 
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infeted. Beelzebub the Prince. of files, hath Blown 


upon "thy Great 'Mother, and_'from her'.haye 
iſſued thoſe” Swarms, which overrun her whole 
Polterity ? From this Serpent” bath come forth 4a 
Cockatrice, whoſe fruit is a fiery flyins Serpent in 
_ thine own Boſom. | Theſe Cockatrice Egg: hatch 
every day in'thine Heart, and break outinto ten 
' thouſand Yipers there : Doſt not thon feel them 


paſling in and out as Waſps out of an Hive ; 


and ready to ffing thee to_ Death? Thy Savi- 


our hath forewarned thee, of the killiag dan-, 


ger of them, thatare all bred in. the Heart, Mat, 
15..18. Our of the heart proceed, &c. They have 


eaten into thy very Nature, and- like . Sampſon's 


Bees, made their Neſt in thy very Carkaſs; and 
becauſe they yield a /weerneſs, thou loyeſt to 
have it ſo: Unhappy Creature ! | not knowing 
with Jonathan, that the Carſe is gone out, and 
'tis preſent Death but to dip the rop of thy Rod 
and taſte of this Honey, 1 Sam. 14.43. | 

' Yes Man, *tis thine Heart is the Caze of the 
Uuclean birds, That the very Stye of theſe filthy 
Swine, That the Habitation of theſe Evil Spirts : 
We pity the poor Creature that had a Legion 
within him at ance, but haſt thou anygleſs ? 
Theſe are they: that Adetamorphiſe ſome” into 
Dogs, ſome into Swine, qthers into Vipers, the 
Jews into Serpents, Herod into a Fox, Nero into 


a Lyon, Judas into a Devil, and thy Self into all. 


Theſe have been the Elames that have burned 
into perpetual Deſolations, turning the whole 
Earth into a Field of Blood and ruinous heaps : 


» 


When the Son of Ged appeared from Heaven | 


with deſign to zflwage ard allay tteir Fury, 


— 


{ 


they -took Courage and made Head agaipft him, 
and..never. ceas'd till they. Tent him. back to 
complain what an Hell he found upon Earth. 
Indeed theſe Canaanites are left in the Land, 
to Vex and Trouble the very 1ſrael of God 
(and he. ſees it beſt it, ſhould be ſo) for Cauſes 
well known to himſelf ;: but to grow To. Auda- 
cious, ſo far from fearing any Writ of Ejettion 
to get them out, that the. very Blind and Lame 
of: chem (as thoſe: in the: Fort of Zion): ſo im- 
pudently boaſt. their ſecurity, - that they -laugh 
at the Spear of the fierceſt Oppoſurion, *' 

- Theſe Swarms like the Egyptian Frogs ſo vio- 
lently invade us, that as Gueſts (of their own bid- 
ding) they make themſcelyes welcome, and will 
feed on nothing but the very beſt in rhe houſe, 
Crawling up, and down: through every Room of 
our Souls,, and cry you. no Mercy, while. they 
creep up with you into, the very Bed-chamber to 
take a Lodging with you there. x BED 

'Twere ſome Happineſs ſtill, would they for- 
bear the Chappel, and withdraw to give us leaye 
to deplore our roy als condition, and toPetiti- 


on for 'Succours from 'Heayen ;_ but. alas! they 


ruſh themſelves into. the Divine Preſence too (as 
Satan came once with the Sons of -God,) and ne- 


ver fai] beirig at our right.hands to reliſt all the 


Motions we Ears for our' freedom; like Far- 
nesand Fambres, by their curſed Enchantments, 


o 


they would (if poſſible) invalidate and fruſtrate ' 
the Embaſſies of our Souls to the King of Glery, by 

the diſtratting #iſſes of their Raiſing.-- ,_ 
Who is ignorant that they watch all_imagi- 
ginable Advantages to deſtroy, us, ang cloſe 
in 
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in: with S=:42 in all the Contrivances of our 
Rrine? Nay, the united Legions of thoſe Dark, 
Powers were - inconſiderable and deſpiſeable 
without them ; who muſt conſult to bribe a 
Snake again to tell us Stories of the Gaieties of 
2 Godhead and an Apple, while themſelves are 
forc'd to attend at a diſtance, for the uncer- 
tain Iſſne of the Plot: Whereas now their | buſi- 
neſs is alregly done to their hands ; and ?tis 
but conveying their Tickets by any Scout to the 
Confederates within, to intimate their Pleaſure 
and Deſign : When ?tis the very Sport-and Re- 
creation of theſe Traytors to bewirch' us into a 
tame and eaſte Surrendry of the Cittadels of our 
Safety and Strength, unto the cruel Mercy of De- 
vis. 7 pag 

And God knows this is ſo frequent a Trea- 
chery in the World, that it has loſt its Obſervati- 


on and Wonder, fince it is become but a piece of | 


Honour and Good Nature to cotrimiſerate the 
Fiends, and. In Civility to give them our Com- 
pany into. Torment, while they by the” Noiſe of 
Huzza's and Jollities ſodeafer our Ears from the 
Criesof the totmented Conſcience or Reaſon, that 
we are content to be Sacrific'd in a Frofick with 
them, and ſcorn to preſent any cheaper ſatis- 
faQtion; for their 24ufick, than the noble Offer- 
ings of 'a Sou unto Molock ; while yet the Ago- 
nies of 'a God, and Tears of Blood ſtreaming 
from'his very heart; 'have not the leaſt Intereſt 


or Inflaence at. all to reſtrain us from that mad 
Sally into Eternal Flames, © Be 
Something might be pleaded for Moſes and 
Paul, who in paſſion of Zeal to the Bliſs of 
Tp | their 
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their Peopte,, 1o 'Generouſly 'made 'tetider of 
themſelves to be Yiims of their Peace * And 
ble I brave Cur#ius got a Reputation by gallaping 
: a MF into the Gulph to appeaſe the angry Deity that 
of | rag'd in his” City. Clopatra's Aſp gave her 
re il fome Pleaſtre'in Death; bot' to curvet into un- 
er- | quenchable Butnings fromthe 'baſe Sting of a 
Polnella and to periſh ingtoriouſly for no g9od 
tis © or. End, but to add Triumph ro Hell, 'and to 
he © get the nnenvied honour of being preferr'd into 
Ire | the Society of the Miſerable, is ſuch a Rage of 
ie- MM Frenzy from the corrupted Blood that an Eter- 
) a Wl nity willnever heal. ON BN 4 
zur | ...Nor is this ſo Strange or, Aſtoniſhing, ſince we. 
De- i fee every day, how arrogantly Madneſs it ſelf does 
Are: -Innocence in its greateſt Perfection, and 
22- I (with the Demoriack among the Tombs)" ſtalks 
ti- © abour as inſetifible of any Shame. or. Danger, 'as 
of | ever did Adam in'Paradife: Nay is more. proud 
he I of his Caſtof Devils than He that wore upon him 
m- 8 the whole Livery of Graces. FOI 
of © _ Yer might this be ſoon remitted to if, were 
he the miſchief but only to' It felf, when Calas) 
at Wl there is a Feroctty. too, that, flies in the Face of, 
ith Ml and thunders out Death againſt every W/7h7 thar 
is- I 1s nat as perfetly, Frantick as it felf. . Fypocrifie 
er- i with all her Diſguiſes muſt not think 'to eſcape 
70- | the Affaulr, "for 1t falls upon the bones of the 
ng | very Jews, that dare call on the Name of Feſs - 
eſt | And. Commog:Civitiry hath good Luck,,.if (with 
ad MN David's Meſſengers) it be ſent. home but haif- 
fhraved, and with bare ButtOcks. 
©" "Bat one**poor torn Leaf'of .a Single Pſalter 
dropt from the Boſom of any Real Yorary to 
Se ©» Heaven 
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Heaven diſpatches, him-into the Helliſh- -quip 
tion of its Fury ;, where Piery is wrack'd ( by in 
ſufferable Torments ) into a. forced. Confeſſion 
of. the Guilt of that Hereſie which God himſel 
calls Glorious Truth ;, and the Flames ( whoſe pro- 
per Office is to feed, onthe ungodly) are preternatu- 
rally made to devour the 1mocert .: Pride her ic] 

-( thro the exceſs. of Rage forgetting her State-)| 
humbles her ſelf into the meaneſt Services'of. thef 
Kitchen to make; the Fire, and;kindle thoſe Fag- 
gots which. ( when ſhe has done her worſt ) de- 
ſtroy but the. Priſon, and giyes-liberty to. theſW Se 
Impaſſible Soul to aſcend as ina 7riumphal Cha-Wm: 
riot to-Heaven.. . -.- LE MP FRAN 
© O Corruption ! where are the limits of thy Ty- 
rainy! Give at leaſt Liberty to the ſmall Numbers 
of Heayen to Pray for their Enemies, and the,Re- 
covery of: thoſe, thou haſt ſmitren_ into ſo. per- 
fect a Blindneſs and Obſcurity, that in the very 
loſs of :heir Eyes ( with the Sedomites ?) they grope 
about ſtill 'to perpetrate- their Yillany, and are Wi 
feeling qut Subjefts for their Malice and Luff, 
to , vent their. Spleen and abominable Filth 


(| 


hi | aSe | | 
Buf if blind Zeal. to the Glory of an 14ol pre- 
yail to ſuch a degree of Madneſs,.as to . make 
the . Worſhippers gaſh themſelves, and launce 
ont. their own Blood in whole Streams, why 
ſhould..we think it | ſo. ſtrange, if to” gratifie 
Devils and their own ſenceleſs Paſſions they rall 
and wallow in the Gore of others ?..So little re- 
gret had that Fratricide ( whom Hel! ſet on. its 
firſt Work) for what . he had. done, that. were 
the poor  Iznocent alive again, he ane W 
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God®himſeif, that he would 'not undertake to be 
his Keeper, TO ; = $1 

And -if the Streams which Hiftory ſhew us to - 
have been ſhed by the ſame Tyrazny, from the 
Blood of righteous Abel to the Muraers of this 
Generation, 'might --be. ſuffered to - run (in one 
Channel, they would doubtleſs ſwell into a migh- 


Ety Ocean, wherein the Devils ( with the Smzze, 


who with their bloody Tuks have haunch'd 
it out ) will inevitably one day periſh for ever. 

Stand here ( Reader ) on the. ſhore of this Red 
Sea, and take a View of the Wracks that Sin hath 
made by its bluſtering Tempeſts : Wouldeſt thou 
have thought that all theſe Srorms and Winds 
conld have ariſen from that /ittle Cloud no big- 
ger than a Mans Hand? Yes alas, from but a 
Mans Hand ( reaching forth after the fatal Fruit) 
hath all this 24/chief iſſued, and will ever in- 
creaſe into greater DeſtruCtions, 'till at laſt ir 
ſhall be ſent to its or place, where ( even then ) 
it will devour it ſelf to Eternity. 


A Raging Wound that gives no Ret ! 

And that calm Peace that once ſo bleſs'd 

The happy Parents, fled and gone, 

To uſher in a Legion 

Of Deaths and-Curſes! yet no Sence ? | | 
No Sigh ? no Tear? noCryes commence 4; 

( As 1If all perfett Innocence. ) 

Preſumption ! thou greateſt Curſe 

On poor falln Man ! the fatal Nurſe 

Of Plagues and Ruine ! Heavens Rod! 
Depart, and call a Dying God 


A Predamnation in the Breaſt ! | 
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..» To ſcourge thee bence, and bring a Flood. 
Of Tears commixed with his Blood, 
. - + To waſh the bleeding Wonnd, and beal. 
- The Ulcers of the general We cal ; 
That all thy, Demonlacks 
, Put on their Cloaths «nd paſs away. 
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Old Wozld, 


—_—_— 


With the Proftration «due from 4 little Shrub 

l of the Vallies to the fately Cedars of Le- 
banon that flouriſh -on the Manuntains. of - 
Honour, do 1 humbly bow with this Tra- . 

1E - gedy 11 my Hand, lavins it at their 

Feet, and would they vouchſafe to advance 

it to their Eye, they ſhall ſoon diſcern 

that Men of their own high Rank and Or- 

der, promoted and haſtemed the Ruine of 

the Firſt World. - So: tnfluential are the 

—— Examples of great Ones, that they drags the” 

whole Univerſe after them. May yoar 
Honourable Coronets zever daſh againſt 
the Bald Pates of the Vile and Ionoble 
onthe Waters-of Raine : Nor. your Bodies 


x1 be 


—_ 


- 
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_ be Interr'd in the common Grave of a ge- 
. neral : Deſolation, which will | be eaſily pre- 
vented by your furniſhins thoſe Temples 
with the Ornaments of Immortality : This 
will give you the Glory of being the Saviours 
of the'preſent World; and the mizhty Shields 
 Fhat protedt it from the Attaques of Fuſtice 
and Wrath. | - | 


— 


oo oPEC £2 PAN INL Ss.) 
If God ſpared not the Old World, &c. 


 CN1MN having thus triumph'd in the Ruine of 

the Angels, and torn off the Crowns from 

the Heads of the firſt Princes of the World, 
leaving that Infe#ion in'their Blood that corrupts 
- the whole Progeny, had little elſe to .do but to 
"hang up the Trophies of its Chivalry, while the 
whole Crearion lyes ſhackled: under the Mourn- 
ful Bonds of its Tyrammy : The unhappy Cap- 
tives chain'd to its Charioe Wheels, are dragg'd 
into-Slavery and Death. Alas ! they never taſt- 
ed the ſweets of their Parents Freedom and In- 
nocency, and are-now content to 'Gild their Fet- 


ters, and miſtake their Rattling for uſick. The 
Tyrant takes care to make them eaſie and wide, 
t 


ey ſhall have Liberty enough to frolick- and 
ſport themſelves ( with Leviathan ) in the large 
Ocean of its bewitching Empire, and as Priſoners 
at large may. run the Rounds of all unreftrained 
| | | | Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure and Eaſe, fetching ( with Satan ) their 
large Circuits too and: fro, through the whole 
Paradiſe of Complacencies and Delights. 

By ſuch killing 4Zerhods as theſe The Bondage 
is confirmd, and the Prince of the Air is ſo for. 


turate fo find all his caſte Laws very naturally 


obey'd ; while the pagr Subject; grow fond of 
the Polity, and ab hs. Rights of- the invi- 
ſible Kingdom, «eh Iwear Allegiance as the 
hearty Vaſlals of the preſent Power, and pro- 
teſt againſt all Pretence of Homage demanded 
by another Lotd ; they grow Hor Ne the uſurp- 
ed Title, and will venture Life -and Blood for 
the preſent /aztere## ; they will periſh rather than 
feturn, and vote themſelves to perpetual Exile 
from true Happineſs. . And ®tis-ſtrange to find 
with what Zeal and Paſſion they labour to give 
the. moſt cordial Demonſtration of. their Volun- 
rary Subjettion and Loyalty { With Ceſar's 
Souldier they -kill themſelves to bleed out the 
Mortal. Evidenices of their Love. In ſhort, all 
its Intereſts are ſo ſtrongly riveted into their 
very Conſtitutions and Nature, that Obedience 
runs with = Blood, through every Vein of their 
Hearts, Thus are they &ly "niſerdble; and 
themſelves love ro have #t ſo ;, they wear our 2 
Life in paying the conſtant Tributes of a Devo- | 
ted AﬀeCtion to the Tyrant that deſtroys them, 


Ward were-it poſſible would ſpend an Ererviry in 


the ſame Service, and are ſorry only that Dearh 

puts too haſty a 'Per 10d ro their dutifa} Refolu- 

tions ; They conld be-proud to yield Immortal 

Necks to the pleaſing Yoke, and with an equal 

ſubmiſſion Kiſs the Box that brings the fatal War- 
'E 
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rat for their own Execution, and as readily give 
their Throats to the ſtrangling Cord whenever 
the, good _ pleaſure of their. Sovercign ſhall do 
them the Honour to command them to dye. _ 
Thus hath the ſuhtle Serperr ( too ſucceſsfully ) 
laid the Foundation of an Univerfal Monarchy, 
and projets 'to. extend its Empire ( with Jeſus 
himſelf ) from Sea ro Se and from rhe River to- 
the ends of the Earth ;, and which is yet more 
deplorable, of this Kingdom there. is like 'to 
be no End, the Dominion endareth throughout all 
generations, and will, vigorouſly flouriſh *till Time 
ſhall be no more : And no wonder when his Throne 
is eſtabliſh'd in the very -Bo/oms of his Slaves, 
who reverently. bow to the ol, and yield an 
unqueſtionable Conformity to all his Mandates. 
Now David look to thine own Houſe ; the whole 
World is departed, and are liſted under the 
Banner of thine Ezemy, who ſwells under the 
proud. Title, not of a Prince only,. but a' God. 
In vain does Heaven menace Revenge againit 
thoſe that fancy themſelves in ſecurity, and are 
barden'd to the ſame Oppoſition againſt. all theW:; 
Proffers of Grace and Dreads of Power. The: 
Difference is blowFto the height of a perfe& 
Enmity and a loathing, and Omripotence - mult 
ſet it ſelf to: work again, either a' New Cre- 
aticn, or a total Deſtruction. | F 
- The JApoſtacy growing thhs Daring and Ge 
neral, yet 'to ſhew that Mercy can. triumph 
againſt Judgment, Divine Grace breaks into thelf” 
Territories/ of Hell, and powerfully, reſcues aff 
ſmall OA .of the ſequced Traytors to a re 
lutant ſenſe of their envallalled Eſtate, and imFy, 
GETS > | | | patlenl 
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tobe fighing after their loſt Liberty. Grace ta 

iffolve the ſtrongeſt Enchantments'that hewirch 

the Heart; and unfetter the Aﬀections from the 
woful Chains of Sin and Death. 

) Fhele rear up Alrars to God, and with their 

Yo Sacrifices ſend up ſtrong Cryes to Heaven for 

Pardon and Mercy, the reſt betake themſelves 


o to Luſt and Libertinifm, and are enftamed with 
9 the 7dols of their own Hearts : Yet no ſooner 


1 did the firſt- Perirerr preſume to decline the de- 
"Wl fection, and publickly to make an Offering of 


"Wl his Heart with. his Oblation to his true Lord, 
me but his own \ Brother becomes his Executioner, 
© he himſelf is ſent a ſecond Sacrifice to Heaven 
$4 for his happy deſertion of the Curſed Intereſt. 

De If all the Obligations of MNarure, and the 
Dy neareft Kelation ; if ſweetneſs of Humour and 
” endearin Diſpoſition ; if Fear of a God, and 
4 dread 0 Vengeance could. have had the leaſt In- 
ps fluence on the Conſcience of that bloody Fra- 
12108 rricide , we had not been ſtartled with the a- 
ihe mazing News of fo early a Martyrdom. Bur 


The if God ſhall own him from Heaven by the Flames 
Fatt ef Acceptatior, tie may not eſcape on Earth from 
©" Mhe ſtroaks of Per fecation :. Poor Abtl falls the 
itim of God's Love, his own Picty, the Divel's 
Maliceand his Brother's Cruelty. — This unnz- 
Ws aral Murther was a ſure Prognoſtick,of the O!d 
WV orld*s Tragedy, fince if Sin commence to, {6 
gh. a pitch in its Infancy and ſwadling- -cloaths, 
what Explotts may we Think will it Atchieve in 
Wes riper Years, when grown into Gyazt. 
There is nothing hath occaſion'd more fatal 
vents to the World than Quarrels of Relioion; 
E 2 while 
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while every one pretends to the Tr4th, and none 


' will confeſs his Error; but in the caſe of theſe 


different Ce God himſelt had taken the 
Chair, , and-fignalized the True from the- Falſe, 
by clear Demonltration from Heaven; yet is 
Error ſo far from Conforming, it ſelf, and: Ac- 
quieſcing in the Infallible Decifion, that inſtead 


_ of ſubmitting to the Holy Decree, it flies to Arms, 


and Smites through the  Loins of Truth it ſelf, 
whoſe Innocency God is oblig'd to clear up and 
defend.” © 

The Fountains are broken up, and the Waters 
appear already, (which in time ſhall ſwell into a 
mighty Delnge to overwhelm the whole Poſte- 
Tity of the Aurderer :) The miſerable Parents 
are drowned in a, Flood of Tears , which are 
hardly dried up on the diſcovery of that happy 
Spot of Earth, which God ſubſtitutes to fill up 
the Vacancy of the Holy Aartyr: So eaſily can 


_ © he baffle the Plots of Hell, in poliſhing up a new 


. Pillar of Righteouſneſs ro. ſupport his tottering 
Church, *'Twas the brave Serb, that ſ(tarted int 
Life, with the very Lineaments of his. Brother! 


- - Piety and Gbodneſs upon him ; and which after 


. wards Survive, and Illuſtriouſly Shine in the un: 
comparable Enoch, the very Glory and Flower offi: 
the Old World; whoſe Records (though draw} 
with a ſparing-Hand and very haſty Pencil, yet 
ſhall. the Memory of this” Saints mighty Nam 
and Excellencies be ſurely Immortaliz'd, Co © 


© though others did Vertuouſly,” yet he exceedei 


them all.) And the Bleſſed Per-mar could, nd 


_ juſtly paſs from Him (whoſe Zi/fory would hai 


furniſhed a Volume ) when yet he 7 
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others with the ſhort Daſh of a long Life and a 
late Death only ; (as if Eight ,or Nine hundred 
years, were too little time to ripen them up to | 
any Memorable Perfe&ion) but here he ſtops. to 
tranſmit the Memorrs.of the Great Enoch's un- 
parallelPd Zife and miraculous Tranſlation, to all 
Poſterities for. evermore. me 
-For if the Treaſure of a Pious Education into 
the Knowledge and Faith of the AMeſſias; If the 
mighty Efluxes of the Bleſſed Spirit Hallowing 
that Knowledge into. an unreſeryed Dedication 
of his Heart and Life unto Sod:; If an irradiated 
Mind, a reſigned Will; and right ordered Aﬀetti- 
ons ; If Hatred and Abhorrency of Sin, _ a. valiant: 
Oppoſition , of | others Impiery . , ard a bleſſed 
Walking and Communion with the Holy Trimty, 
be Furniture enough to Adorn and Dreſs up a 
Saint 5 ſurely all theſe unitedly met'and_ con- 
centred in Him. - No wonder then, that ſome 
whoſe Eyes are dazled in the Brightneſs of his 
Holineſs, miſtake him for an gel Incarnate, 
but” others more modeſtly the Friend and. Fams- 
liar of God. View -him enriched with a Prophe- 
tical Spirit, and, the Eye-of his Soul divinely 
uluminated to foreſee (at the many. Thouſand 
years diſtance) the Glorious Proceſſion of the 
bleſſed Je/ws, with-the Ayriads of his Holy 
Ones, - paſſing dowa. from Heaven to keep the 
Great Aſizes of the General Judgment,' and-t0 
execute Yengeance upon all the UVngodly of both 
Worlds, whoſe Blaſphemous and Ungodly Speeches, 
whoſe: Profaneneſſes and Ungoaly Prattices his 
Chaſt Soul fo heartily abominated,. and ſo paſli- 
onately lamented, and againſt which the flaming 
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*Zeal of. his Heart ' iſſued forth in ſo conſtant 
\Menaces' of the: Wrath and Fudrment that That 
Fearfnl Day would bring upon them. 
*= That his a ping Son! 'foreſaw the Deluge, 
3$-719t to be queſtioned,” fince his very Sor was a 
Pillar 'on. whoſe [Name that Judgment was very 
Tegibly Taſcribed* And in Truth, an eafier Augury 
might '/Propheſic the Overflowing, of Wrath, as 
Hur the Natural Effect of the Inundation of. Sir, 
which att His'days-:( by the unhappy. Colmhmix- 
ture of the Two Families) had ſpread Jts conta- 
pious. Streams over all the World: © Hiſtofy-tells 
us, that it was his Cuſtam to Cangregate the 
People, in order ito the 'deprecating fo (direfyl 
an 'Execution : And to affure them, that "the 
World was of-no longer Duration than "the.'Zafe 
bt his Son; and that whenſoever he died, -:the 
Bloody "Blow will come upon them, which an- 
Iwerably happened (for though ſome ſay,” that 
the*Flbod came” not till ſix year? after, Methu- 
fetab's Death, ' yet others averr more truly, 1n. the 
very fame year; and others again but ſeven days ; 
God it ſeems giving in that Week alſo, to the 
bindred years allowed far Repentance, but , not 
aday longer; - when now after the Deceaſe of 
this Good Parriarch,; they might - (according, to 
his Fathers: Predi&10n)* expeCtt the Judgment. to 


fall* apon them every hour. 


© Doubtleſs the Holineſs of Enoch (as the very 
ſhining of the [Sun is a Torment to Sore: Eyes) 


had contracted” vpor him'the; General Odin of | 


' the Wicked, © but while. he Taboured under this 
Burden, 'and/ the Danger of their Perſecutions, 
| the Almighty'God mounts. him vp into the Secu- 
RR eee OT NR | | rities 
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tant rities of his own Boſom: 'Twas not fit indeed, 
'hat Il Chat the Pherx of the whole Creation ſhould be 


liable to the Gan-ſbor of its Malice : To prevent 
uge, WW which, (and leſt they ſhould offer Indignity ta 

as a © his' Sacred Duft after Death,) the very Qualities 
ery WW of his Body, by a ſudden and admirable Change, 
gary I are rendred connatural with thoſe of#his Soul : 

, as 8 He 1s all Sprmirnal, and made a fit Inhabitant.for 
Sin, i the Celeſtial: Kingdom; whoſe Tranſlation hath 
1ix- WW cauſed a World of different Opinions ; many 
ata- MW voting him to be ſtill Afve, but cannot agree 
ells © where to find or where to-fix him; whether on». 
the © Earth or: Air, in - Adam's Paratiſe or 'Gods. 
efol W They tell vs he feeds. on Angels Food, and his 

the © very Cloaths are preſerv'd from wearing, (as | 
Life Ml theirs in the Wilderneſs, ) leading a Life of + 
the I perpetual. Conremplation'and Foy ih God, and is 
an- I reſerv'd with Ehas to the Service of the 'Con- 
hat MW fuſion of Aztichrift in the laſt times :+ But 'enough 
ths- © of this. 

the While. the "Eye: of the Soul is Watchful to 
2ys ; I keep it {elf xt and [rent on the Beauty of "Holi- 

the I zeF, that is Ten thouſand times enough to com- _ 
not iſ pleat'up a perfeCt Happineſs to Angels and Men ; 
of Ml Inferior S:arors imay deſpair -to Lure away the 
to AﬀeCtions that are infinitely delighted \in that 
- to Ml Raviſhing Object, yer' no ſooner” is it-ayerted 
5 from the Fountain of \Complacencies; but an . 
ery | Army of Temptations break in upon it, and offer 
76s) | their ſeverai. Contributions to patch up a Satis- 
z of || faQtion thatis only to be forind in God. Thus 
this | the Unconſtant Family of Serb - ( Bleſſed and 
28s, | ſecure in their Virgin Love, while they perſe- 
| yered in Fidelity to their firſt Amours ;) Now 
HO E 4 alas ! 
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_ alas! (grown weary and tir'd with a Sprricual Hus- 

band,) employ their-Traiterous :Senſes to cater 
.  a-new after freſh Proveſrons, which muſt fill. up 
the Vacuities of their Squeamiſh Apperites, when 
lean Ktas are. dreſs'd up into Yeriſon,. and ſerve 
well enough to delude the undiſcerning Stomach. 
Thvs- their Firf# Father exchang?d a God for a 
Wife. of Duſt, and miſtook an Apple for a Derry. 
And theſe-degenerous. Sons of God (unworthy of 
that high Relation)while they gaze on the Beauty 
of the: Daughters of Men, are; bewitch'd'to write 


_ + #&e- Bill of their own D#vorce:from their Chaſter 


Nuprials, to Marry themſelves to everlaſting 
Ruine. ; 4 ; 
The 7zes of Friendſhip that long Acquaintance 
and Familiarity have contratted/ between Men, 
have been often ſo Sacred and Strong, that the 
Violation of them have occaſioned great 'Com- 
motion af Heart 3. and can we think that theſe 
' Gentlemen could ſo chearfully paſs from the purer 


Flames of . Divine Love into-+the Embraces of 


Vanity, without ſome. Check - and lay to the 
Fury of their hot Deſires ? 

Fhere is ſomething within that is ever clamour. 
ing for the erue Intereſt, and fails: not to flaſh in 
Hell-into the guilty Heart, that makes its Sallies 
into the /dolatrous Bed. | 

What Communion hath Light with: Darkneſs ? 

' Come, call the Sextan, and Toll the Bell, the 
Church is lick of a fatal Love, and-Languiſheth 


under a killing Ds/caſe., that. throws her into | 
- Meretricious Arms to Generate a Spurious Brood, | 


- whom God-will diſown far ever. 
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us- if - - 1s there n0 Balm in. Gilead? No cooling Cordial 
ter MI Fulip to allwage the Flames of this: ſcorching 


up il Diſtemper, that-is like to burn to a total De- 
en Ml vaſtation ? Have Ruby Cheeks and Rolling Eyes 
ve Ml thoſe Sorceries in them to Enchant the whole 
ch. i 4r-my of the Ziving God to deſert their General 
r a i and leave -him, with one poor ſingle Attendant 
ity. | (thee: only Noaly have 1 found: Faithful) to Levy 
of © Forces where he can, while they: Treacheroully 
aty I Bandy. to fly to the Enemy, and are marching 
-ite WM apace with trolling Drums and flying Colours 
ter | to. crouch with their Univerſal Enfions, and-to 
ing Wl lay them at the Feet . of Pride-and her curſed 

) Women. | " 
nee O' Treacherous Beauty ! the Gifr of God, but 
en, I the Plague of: Men, the Friend of Devils, that 
the WY haſt furniſhed Hell, and art ever laying'on Fuel 
M- | tothe unquenchable Fire, which ten: thouſand 
eſe Ml Kivers. of Oy! will never be able to extinguiſh; 
rer © werexit lawful for me to. inveigh againſt thee, 
of BY bow-could I. pour out whole Yials of Execrs- 
the tions upon thee, while I fee the Damning Effects 
of thy deſtruftive Charms, by which thou trans- 

or.  formeſt Souls into Swine ! NETS 
1in M Had: the Galarts grounded their Comurrſhips on 
lies Ml any'Pious or Charitable Regard, or conſidera- 
tion had to the deſperate and: periſhing Eſtate 

{s ? I of their Eternal Parc (though wrapt up in never 
the Ml ſo beautiful Skin) or had had the: leaſt hopes-of 
eth | endearing theſe Ladies to the Intereſts of | Relz- 
nto MY 2/97, and to eſpouſe rhem to God with them- 
od, I} {&lves, the Project had been Innocent and Comm- 
& mendable enough, "and Heaven would not have 
forbid the Banes: But when Gratifying the Eye, 
*Y | anc 
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and-Induolging the Senſes was theutmoſt Ambition, 
where Deſertion of Himſelf, : and Adheſionto 


- [= geclining Indifferency, which in a Moment ie 
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7dols, -was the certain Conſequent.: This it was 
that grieved. bim to the Heart, and ſets him on 
Councils of ron, as | | 

» The Fatalities of the Bed are a Subject ſo trite, 
and fo very far from being AMerchantable News, 
(at this end of the World) thatin deſpair of a 
Trade, they Cry themſelves in- every Street” and 
Lane, the vaſt Folio's of Ruine ariſing from un- 
*nitable "Mixtures, are every where: bur - wall 
Paper, not anſwering the Charge of Binding, fo 
'that 1 repine.to ſpend a Sheet upon them, le 
I meet it again in every Shop. But ſure "ris z 
T#agical Story to find the Lovely Face of Mode 
Piety beſpotted with the Patches of Natures DeWr 
formity (Snow and Black Aſhes pil'd up in'an!: 
'Heap) while She as a cunning Artiſt (ever favour 
Ing her own Intereſt) takes care to Anneal. thellfit 
Poſterity with ' the Tranſcendency- of her ownlſf 
Tinfture, and in ſhort time! produces a Genera 


tion of Leopards, all Speckled and Motley- (like 


Fcob's Sheep.) Behold the fair Morning 'of : 
Gracious Profeſſior, ſoon ſhaded into the Dusk-ol 


. -&ppt into the thick Darkneſs of a general Apoſtacy 


\ 


-and that, ſwelling into monſtrous Impadence and 
Gygantick Ferocity ; Gods Herirage becoming tdfiþe 
/him not only as''a ſpeckled Bird, but a loathſom! 


-Blackamore , ' he is ſtartled (at the fight of it 


into a Reſolution of raking out the Ros fromÞpo 
the Troughs, and Scourging the Ring-ſtreaks ou 


of the”World. 
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10n il _ The Diſcaſe. (like the Death that purſued it) 
no being) thus Epidimical,;” the Law.of Arms allows 
wail the Renegaapes no title ta the kindneſs of a Dech- 
1 on :4tton,,, where there were none left. to-be the In- 

ſtruments of Execution (unleſs they'be imployed 


rite, #to.diſpatch one agother). therefore Heaven was 
Vews,Wforced to undertake the Work it ſelf, '-and the 
of al Rebels have the Honqur of dying by the Hands of 
and} a Great God. ; 
| un-W But leaſt the Harrour.of ſo vaſt a Deſtration 
wallWYmight cauſe 'Trembling in the Breaſts of fature 
;,' fo Ages, who hearing the Extremity of his Juſtice, 
, lJelMlmight be Afﬀfrighted from the Service of ſo ſevere 
tis 12 Maſter, who while he conld ſay little of their 
odeſiſWGoodueſs, through the long Series of Ten Gene- 
s DeÞrations, yet hath his Wiſdom left Commentaries 
in'anWarge enough, as of. his own moſt -gracions' In- 
vourWdulgencies and Patience, ſo a full account of 
1 thethoſe. Aggravations which. muſt juſtifie him !for 
owſever fram .the leaſt Impnitations- of Injuſtice- or 
nera-RI or F 
(bk For. white the whole Fountain of their -Souls 
of were ſo Poiſon'd, that iit was; impoſſible for any 
s& -offGood'ro; iſſue from them , while, the Leproſpe 
ent 1eizing0n. every Part, left nota Poor Angle 
ftacy WInpotrified, whence-the leaſt Hope of a Reco- 
:e andFvery might be grounded; God might; indeed for- 
ing tear them if he ' pleaſed, '(and glad ſhould they 
hſomWÞe:to be Tpar'd ta their Luſts) but they are ſo 
of 11emote. from any. Reformation, -that they pur- 
 fronÞpolſe. None; tis leaft in their Thonghts, while 
s oulEvery Jnagination of their. Heart 45 *Evil;,; and that 
ontioually, : So Sradians and: Intent: upon: their 
orks of Wickedneſs, and driving on IND 
; WW | Os oe | O 
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of Hell, that they laugh'at the motion of keep- 
ing one* poor Holiday to God, fo that his Aim in 
the Creation was perfettly fruſtrate ; for while he 
made all for his 'Glory, "they detain all Fon: him, 
nay turn all agaff him, and maintainthe War 
with his own Weapons. "Twas time to correct 
the Inſolence of ſuch, whom Rebellion and a 
perfect Contempt of God had blown ap to fo 
- prodigious a degree of Profaneneſs. 

*  tnfirmities and Indiſcretion may lead ns through 

blindneſs and Tnadvertency *(as Eliſha the Syrian;) 
into the very Streets of Danger and Death, while 
{til}, by the Interceſſion of our good' Propher: we 
may be mercifally dealt 'with, and: difmiſfed in 
Peace : But his Life miſt go for the Life of him, 
that ſhall ſuffer the Berhadad of 4 final Tmpenirency 
and Obauration to eſcape, whom God hath appoint- 
ed to utter deſtruttion, ray 5 


©--In vain does Wickedgeſs,ſwelling into thehngeſ 


dimenſions of Gigantick Power and Tyranny, pro- 
miſe it ſelf /mpurity from the grapples of Fultice, 
ſince its own Movuſtrofiry, like that of Goljah, ren- 
ders it hut the fairer Mark for'the /iing of Divine 
"Vengeance to hit, 'as "twas. but recreation to it, 
to hale the great Oz from” his Bed of Tron into 

worher of Fiimes,' © HT IDA © IOEISRT 
And perhaps this'is Noted on purpoſe, that 
there were Gyarrs in the Earth, to let us ſee that 
{though their Audacities haſtened:- the ſpeedier 
Wrath, yet) they: fell but as others, and-periſh- 
ed in the ſame kind of Death with the ſmalleſt 
Infant , the ' Depths covering them , and: their 
weight but ' ſinking them the ſooner, as Lead to the 
bottom. Mt N Ek 
And 
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- And; what Hopes hath. any Guilty Fleſh to 
pleaſe: ſelf in the, Dream of ſecariry, ſince here 
we ſee Beanty and Strength, fair Women, and fierce 
.Gyants, walking hand in hand together into the 
UN, Chambers of Death? | ey 

.-- And although: indeed [the general Corruption 
q (running into the comm#n-ſhoar of filth) ſwelFd 
| © it upto a-neceſlity of, being waſhed away by ſo 
20 direful Jnwndation, yet hath God mark'd as with © 
a Black cole the foreheads of thoſe, whoſe mighty 


B) provocations , made his Heart to ake ſo, and 
yi \wereno other but the very Flowers and Heads of 


the People; to ſpeak plainly, the very Nobility 
q; and Gentry of both the Families of Serh and Cain, 
- 2ighty den, and Mer of Renown. 


re So- uſual hath it. been for Divine Mercy to 
"JM pity the ſottiſhneſſes. of the Rude and-Illiterate 
NY Canhappy.-in the- want of thoſe ' advantages of 

| Education and Learning, which might. have refin'd 
05H them into the Ingenuities of a generous and rea- 
wag {onable. Service)--that he hath\ſometimes ſpared 
Y the greateſt Ciries upon, the account of the very 
nt Bruits that were in them:; bur ſtill remember, it 


> i as then too, when the: Princes ſat in Sackeloth, 
01 and Fafted with them: | 


TI God knows, the Authority and Port of Greet - 
that neſs, ſtrikes ſo great an'Awe into the Spirits of 
row the Bgaſts of the: people, and hath ſo great an in- 


fluence. npon them, that'they dare not be ſo 4 
ih mannerly to he more Devout than their Maſters, 
rf and out of. fear to ſpoil the Frolick, merrily ven- 
ture a Damnation- with them. Thus the. Blaſph:- 
mies of the. Parlour, paſs 'Qut with the Diſhes into 
the Hall, and are kept on the Coals for the. Ser- 
ao Vents, 


\ 62 | | Ce. 
vants, to: fallow withng as great a 'pleaſare and 
| ſwectneſs, as the Meat which was fracd” with 
them before,” .' Tis a wonder to me, that Dive 
ſhould forget his Livery-men in the Prayer: that he 
makes unto- Abraham,  _ 
But anon when the Caparifts of Heaven Y | 
open, and Fx#dement appears upon all,” Then ſhall 
the -miferable Wrerches know, that as: they hadi- 
the confidence to Sin.with'their Maſters, fo fhall 
they. have th unenvied Honour of Suffering with 
them. +: 
Mighty Men, and Men of Renown! Corte then 
ye Mighty, and evidence the Bravery, of your 
great Souls; God is reſolved to try the mettle o 
your Courage. Great Dangers do but edge the 
noble Steel; the mighty Alexander once'T rium: 
phed in the Encolinter of an Enemy that Peer'd|if.. 
his. Spirir.. Shew us now how bravely ye can 
Bridle the Clouds, and fetter up the inſulting Wave 
that darc be {o inſolent to invade your Preſence, 
and 'trip up your. Heels. How oft have youſſ; 
boaſted of your Valour 14 your Cups! .andfll.. 
breath'd ont Thunder from-/your Noftrils againſt 
Heaven! How often have you rent the terrible 
Majeſty by the frightful claps of your Oaths, and 
the dire flaſhes of your profater Tongues andWits | 
What do your Spirirs fink now. at the Appeat- 
ance of a Shower ? Bleſſed.God ! wherefofe arc 
theſe ſo Renowned, whoſe Souls are weaker than 
Water, that are thus diſmayed at the inſurrection 
of ſo common an-Element #' Were' theſe Mighty: : 
Men, Valiant 'for thy Truth upon Earth, and did 
they rake thy. part, and-Stide with thee againft / 
the flood of Impiery that then overflowed* the / 
World? | 


World? Were they Kzighrs of the holy Order, who 
-oygbt. thy Battels, and ſacrificed their Blood to - 
. Why glorious Intereſt? Why then is their Name 
Wpcriſhed, and we have not the Legends of their 
WC valry? But if they were famous for Wicked- 
ieſs, Men Mighty to Oppreſs, and Renowned: for 
Profaneneſs, Is it ſo glorious a:thing to Brave a 
od , and Challenge the ,Omnpotene Arm- to a 
© M-0Mbat ?. Is the contempt of a Dey the Foun- 
- 1 Mcation of this great Coloſs?- I plainly find that 
none ſhall be loſers by thee; Thou wilt give 
WAheiſrz it felf the due Enconium of its Daring 
Spiric, that has Courage enough to: flie in the 
ace of thine infinite 7ſtice and Power. Afioh- * 
Men, and Men of Renown ! but I fear this 1s.to 
heir little Comfort, when theſe mgghry Worms 
are waſhed away in the more mighty Waters, 
and turned all; into Slime and Dirt ; and thy 
Sword prides it {elf to be Barh'd in their Blood, 
--  W#lule it executes thy. pleaſure in the devouring 
Nce, Mach Mobty Enemies. Men of Revown! God de- 
iver Mme FR the Vanity of. a ſwelling le, 
hich -will little Eaſe me when in #c/. 
But would'ſt thou, that I give a more diltinet ' 
\ccqunt, and produce a Caralo: ue of thoſe par- 
cular ,Sins, that put the Almighty upon tuch 
Reſolutions of a total defacing the Beauty and 
urniture of the whole Earth ? Sure they were 
0 Pare Ones, no Peccadilio's, that could prevail 
Ko pour down ſo great a Ruine. Verily they are. 
. vith thee, Reader,- already, 'in the Srreers where 
Git hou liveſt ; Nay. they are in thee, Clofleted up 
"— the ZBoſome thou, bezreſt abour thee, ; at leait 
\ the #: 6/797», Take head therefore they break, nar 
© fie Fa Out, 
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ont,” and force down a ſhower of Wrath np6h 

© Thee. And tho? 2/es hath given us but the ſmall 

dravght of them, and ſeems bur. lightly to touch 

them, yet ſach were they as never conld be for- 

gotten, and are 'indelibly Engraven upon the 

eart'of God ; ſo written in Heaven, as it were 

with a Sun-beaw,” that the bleſled Yeſws ,. Twi 

Yhoaſand years after, brought them down to dif 

play them before us ;-not for Imitation, and to 

«Teach us/new Arts of Debauchery, but for utter 

. deteſtation, 'and to Arm us againſt the Riots tha 

. To perfe&ly deſtroy them. Tho? ſtill he fears" 

/ thenew World (in the heat of Blood) will be 
ſo mad'to degenerate into the very ſame again: 

for if Glurtony and Drunkenneſs, Luſt and Ob 0! 

ity, Forgerfluneſs of God, and Mocking at his 140? 

'niſters, Scoffing at our Noahs, while they are Fa 

* * .. natically building the Ark againſt a Flood” that 

will never come: If Oppreſſion of the- poor by the 

"mighty Gyants, Vnmercifulneſs and Cruelty, Con 

zempt of the Patience and Longſuffering of Heaven 

_ if all theſe and a World more, as'Blaſpbemies and 

/ Oaths, &c. which I have not named,Uſher'd in byſÞ2! 

© Pride, (the Midwife of al! Plagnes both to Angel 

and Men) be not enough to jultifie the righteou; 

Proceedings of God'againſt them, and to verific 

the Prophecy of our Saviour againſt our ſelves 

Tet us wair till the next Deluge of Judgment over 

whelm us, and then we ſhall feel how juſt a Go 

' he 1s ro Sinners. | 

Sin 'was born with a Sword in its hand, an 

hath been a Afwrderer from the beginning ;, when * 

Child, it flew the World in Adam, and. all hiffod 

Poſterity by little and little, one after another 
, | he b 
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put now- grown to full Age it makes nothing 
with Sampſon) to pull down the very Pillars of 
he Houle, to deſtroy Worlds, and to make but 
ne blow of them all. Do 

Original Sin is favourable and kind, it gives 

etters of Licence for Lite, if it be once ſatisfied, 
at all, itſuificeth ; but open Frofaneneſs eggs 
n Juſtice to take out Execution without any Pa- 
zence, like the unmerciful Servant, it takes all 
y the Throat, and ſends to Prion withoat pity. 

Yet God who ſometmiss cries out of the Bur 
en, as if unable ro ſuſtain it any longer, does 
cre engage his Patience, yet to bear up reſolute- 
under the Load of all this Maſs of Provoce- 
ons; to let us ſee what Infiniteneis can do, and 
hat he delighted as little in their Blood, as he 
id in their $72. _ 

He very well knew, that as ſlender ſar:sfattion 
Would be made at the end of that Term, as pre- 
. {Watly could be,yet becauſe he for:ſaw that he had 

Wmec enough to pay himſelf in the next World , 
Fe valued not the caſting in of Six-ſcore years and 

More, which was little ro him with whom a 
houſand are but as one day. 

To live for Sz is little Comfort, yet to live 
irÞr Puniſhment is ſurely leſs ; the giving this Term 
as a Mercy from God, but the abuſe of it was 

Miſery to themſelves; he that lives and muſt 

fer at laſt, were better die ſoon and ſuffer the 

is; God indeed lent it for Repentance,but they im- 

roved it for Si”, and repented of nothing bur 
Wat they had ſo ſhore a time to Sin in, when 
-Yod knew they had a /52g one to ſuffer in, 


F Come 
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Come Watchman, What of the Night ? What «f 
the Night ? Why the Fair and long Summers day 
of the Old Worlds Goodneſs and Pleaſures too, is 
come 70 an End; 'tis perfe&t Midmght with them; 
Night, all Night, ever Night, ſuch a Night a 
ſhall never ſee Z4orning more ; Themſelves 
Dark, all Dark® ever Dark, therefore Darkyeſi 
above is hurl'd into \Darkneſs below ; Sin t0 Sin 
here, Hell to Hell there; Carnal Wickedneſſes, to 
Spirirual Wickeaneſſes,to Eternal Wickedneſſes : What 
ſhoutd Ziyht do with Darkzeſs, © all Light with 
all Darkneſs, ever Light with ever Darkneſs? Q 
ſee the fuel of the devouring Flames! Rotrerneſs, 
all Rottenneſs, ever Rottenneſs, irrecoverable Rot- 
tenneſs, no found part in them ; Stubble,dry Stubble, MW: 
fully dry, ready for Burning. Veſſels of Wrath, veſ-M.. 
ſells endured with much Patience, with Long-ſufferins,l 
with much Long-ſuffering, and now fitted ro De- 
ftruftion. What could Mercy do-more then wait, 
4 Good they became Ew, of partly Good 

rte&tly Evil, and eternally Evi, reſolved Jj0 
beſo, and yet after this to wait on ſtill, to wai 
for Six-ſcore years; to wait upon a Wrilderneſ; 
till it become a Garden, upon dead Sticks till they 
Bloſſom and Bear , upon degenerate Plants till 
they ſhould bring forth good Fruzc, is to little pur- 
vole or end; This Evil was from Themſelves 
Wherefore ſhould the Lord wait any longer ? 

Art thou gotten into the Ark (Reader) are al 
things ready? Is the door faſt ſhut down ? See 
Darkneſs is over all the Earth, (the Darkneſs ol 
Sin) and Darkneſs has covered the Heavens (the. 
Darkneſs of Judgment.) The Firmament hatin: 
put on her Mourning Suit, and with nei - 

| . erecte 
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ected the Black Flag of deſpair. Clouds and 
Darkneſs, and thick, Darkneſs, and an horrible Tem- 
eſt 5 round about ;"the End,tbe End is come upon thee. 
0 vngodly World, - behold it is come upon thee! 
e2 it haſtening from the Four corners of Heaven. 
ow will God Fudge thee according ro thy ways, and 
will recompence upon thee all thine Abominations, 'hts 
Eye will not ſpare thee, neither with. he have pity. 
Death, ' Ruine, Judgment, Hell, and Confuſion 
o all Eternity. Ah 1 will caſe me of mine Adver-.- 
artes— Mercy is gone, clean gone, gone for ever ;, 
ompaſſion fails for evermore. Now look to your 
lves, Profaneneſs and Athtiſm ; if you have any 
onrage ſhew it now, keep up your huffing Spi- 
it, Sort againſt Heaven and Goodneſs, bear up 
"Wi5ky like your ſelves,don't degenerate from your 


RB onted Bravery. Lord, Gentlemen, Whiy do 


e tremble? What do you mean to turn Colour ? 
hy ſo ghaſtly in the Countenance ? Why ſach 
ſhivering and Ague in the Joynts? Why ſodown 
the Mouth? Why not a word now ? Ladies, 
hat are you ſo ſtartled at? Why ſo undreſs'd 

d day 2! Why your Hair ſo diſhevil'd ? Where 
e the Enchanting Carles that Captiv'd ſo many 
vor Lovers in them? Where the ſtately Brow, 
Wd the ſparkling Eye that ſtrack your Admirers 
ead ? Go, get ye to your Glaſſes, and view your 
pmplexions now. Come, come, clear up, there's 
d fuch Fear, be not ſo Affighted ; 'tis but a 
Wunder ſhower, ,*twill over again, go get Ready : 
hno! what Noiſe, what Buſtle, what Roaf- 
g.- what Shreeking, what Yelling, what Faint- 
.Wz, what Bleating, ' whar Bellowing -is here ! 
en , Women, Children, Sheep, QOxen , Wolves, 

K S F 2 Dogs; 
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Dogs, all howling together in an hideous Outcr, 
and. the Waters out-roaring .them all! Oh, ob 
oh, oh, the Worlds at an End! Our Wicked 
neſs has overtaken us,- and Judgment is come upMP! 
On us, it is come, #ndone, undone, © undone to®* 
ever! You are in the very right of it Gallan 2 
you are in the very right, it is come indeed, neW-? 
ver were yor#in the right before: Now cry t 
your Gods to ſave you, if they can. Did nott 
Old Man forewarn you of this many a time 
Why did ye not take warning, and build Boa 
too? Is he ſuch a Fool for ſecuring himſelf ? Hai 
often hath he told you of your YVillames and Whon 
doms,” your Ranting and Tearing, your Haugh 
neſs and Huffing, and to what a fearful end a; 
would bring you ? See how he rides ſecurely yo" 
der againſt all the dreads of Death that are con**? 
upon You z now your ſport is at an end, farewe and 
Gyants and Ladies, Adieu for'Evermore. om 
Now here (Alas!) I am at a*Loſs : Cz ut 
any one Rationally expe&, that Invention at 
the Iſſues of one Mans Brain, can be Wu * 
enough to delineate the \Face of an Univeri]W*'! 
Confuſion? I have ſeen, indeed, ſome Fancitf"* 
Sculptures, pretending to fſatisfie the Eye in ti he 
dreadful Proſpeft of ſome Climbins up to tl 
Tops of the Talleſt Trees, while others are haſte n= 
ing to the /ofticſf Mountains; and ſome (mo A 
Brutiſhly ) Mounting on Beaſts to outride tf," * 
Deſtruction that makes but an eaſie Gulp of iff ”*** 
Horſe and his Rider, every Family yelling in xch: 
uppermoſt Rooms of their more Dwarfilh Zou 
not one but who betakes himſelf to groundlF 


and impoſſible Refuges. Let- me preſent oF**© 
Rea; 
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Reader with a Table of the; General Security, that 
Fetter'd' up the Drowſie World into Fatal 
lumbers; not the leaſt Fear or Dream of 'an Ap-= 
proaching Tragedy, but what had been*laugh'd 
out of Life by the Arheits of the Age, that ad- 
ir'd the Frenzy of the Fanatick Ark: Each Cry, 
ounty, Town; Village and: Hamlet, as Secure and. 


Thoughtleſs, as our Selves at this day'; Every. 


amily haſily driving on the daily | Trade. of Re-: 
bellion againſt Heaven, and thinking as little. 


Wof any Chanze, * as thoſe that are paſt-it-1n the 


rave. | | 
The Ruling Part, rot content to impoſe the. 
ron Mace of Authority on the Shoulders: of the; 
ubjefts, to make them Cringe by a gentle. Touch} 
but fiercely. lift it up to fetch a more killing; 


Wiroak on the tender Hecad,; with deſiga-to break 


and make it Bleed , while , the poor*helpleſs; 
Patients have no Appeal but to their own-Paſſions,: 
which vent themielves in bitter' Cu/es under all 
he Smart and Sores of that fearleſs Tyranny.: 
The Gentry, (terminating their Delights in a! 
periſhing Portion, and Marrying their Souls to' 
he Clod, as if God himſelf were pleas'&- with 
he Match) are exalted abpve the Cares of Life 
hat Oppreſs the Hearts of the Needy, i and the 
ears of, Want that 'afflict them : They Club toge-: 
her. with thoſe of their Order, where they: talk 


- Mot nothing but Hoiſting their Rents, and Grindins 


he Faces of their miſerable Tenants ;;' unleſs for 


Wexchange of Diſcourſe they Sally out into Stories 


0); 


ndl 


It 1 
Leal 


df thetr own Debauchery,and ever and anon Jibing 
at the Melancholy Noah, whoſe Head (they think ) 
Is troubled with the YVapours, while he Builds him- 
F 3 ' ſel 
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ſelf into perfe&t Poverty: Let him go on (ſay 
they,) Experience at laſt. may make him Wiſe, 
when we ſhall have time enough to- Ridicule his 
unparaltel*d Folly. | | | 

The Merchants "and Traffacking Companies di. 
ſtrafting themſelves in' the Croud of their For- 
reign Concerrs, are in earneſt ExpeCtation 0 
thoſe happy Returns that (they think) cannot 
fail toEnrich them : The Poor Mechanicks Sweat- 
ing as hotly in the haſty Purſuit of their meanerWi 
Accrewments, and promiſing themſelves a Brisker 
* Trade in the enſving ' Years. The Laborious 
Fillacers Manuring their Acres in the confident 
Hopes of Perpetual Harveſts - (which alas, they 
will neyer Reap) and all without the leaſt Eye 
ardependance on the Bleſſing of Heaven to Ripen 
them. Jmyinarions forg'd in every Brain of an 
endleſs 'PProfperity, which they take care to 
make ſure to thoſe Heirs which are never likely to 
Taberit it, Courtſhips are made with as Flagrant 
Pretences of Love to Young Ladies, (as now) in 
hopes of Eſtabliſhing' the Families into futureſtha 
Sacceſſions of Honour and Eſtate, when alas they 
are rouzed from the Bed of Fondneſs and: De- 
light, when nothing remains but the Poor Com: 
placency of Dying in each others Arms. Projects 
are" contrivd © to Aſſign Children to this and 
that Employ, that in greateſt Probability may 
make them "Happy. The Toiling Atrelings are 
flattering themſelves © with the hopes of deli- 
verance '(into better Services.) from the weari- 
fome Tasks they at preſent Groan under. * The tne 
very Beaſts are fattening up to the Toke and Sham-Wwhi 
ples,when alas they ſhall neyer approach to PR 
S PRs: {8 i? - :3 #4 S «£ End ad. For 
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For the Womer, (the Sources of this Plague) 
heir Provocations were ſo many and Great, that 
my Pen in deſpair to number them up, takes the 
wiſeſt courſe to let them alone, while their Minds 


Mare wholly Immers'd in Vanity, they make” up 


00 great a Part of the Tragedy, and 1 leave them 

to Skreak together at, the approach of their 
Ryines. * 

O learn hence what the deſtruCtive end of Sin 
is, that hath brought ſo Tremendons a. Perdi- 
tion' on all the World: And if ſuch were the 
Havock by the Inundation of Water, what will 
the Streams of Brimſtone in Hell do, and what 
the Flames of the laſt Conflagration ? How terri- 
ble is God in his Executions upon Sinners, how 
Scorching his Juſtice and Vengeance: Upon the 
Wicked He ſhall rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtont, 
and an horrible. Tempeſt : This ſball be the portion of | 
their Cup: Put them in fear, O Lord, that the 
Nations may know thethſelves to be but Men ! 

They are gone, Reader, and as of all things elſe 
that are paſt, there is nothing remains of ſa"Tra- 
gical a Story, but the bare remembrance of it, 
.{that hath ſo weak an Influence upon the Spirits 


o1-Mof Men at ſo remote a diſtance of time, that it 


hath-loſt its operating Virtue and -Power, and 
retains not the leaſt Efficacy to deterr us from 
the Sin for which they periſhed. If when the 
Earth opening her mouth to ſwallow up Corah. and 
all his Confederating Rebels, the ſurviving Thou- 
ſands of Iſrael . gave a Screek only, and returned 
the very next day to the ſame Afurmurs for 
which They died : Nay. if the very Children of 
Noab had ſo little ſenſe of it, that while himſelf 

FR F 4 livedy 
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lived, his-'own Eyes were ſo unhappy to ſee 


them ſo early revolting into the very Provoca- 
tions and [dolatries that 'brought the Flood firſt 
- upon the World ; How ſhould we hope that our 
Setyes, (upon w hom the Ends of the preſent One 
are come, and which is grown Old iz Wickednef,, 
and Ripe for a ſecond Deftruftion). ſhould be 
afirighted out of our long Tiveted Luſts from 
any Reflection of our Minds on ſo Antiquated a 
Tragedy. Yet hath God Enrolled the Execution 
in the perpetual Records, and ſent down his Son 
to take our a Copy of it, and commanded him 
to Poſt it into his own Jonwal to, £1ve it a new 
and a freſher Life, not without hope thar it might 
Ronze. vs a little from our fatal Slumbers, while 
the Noife :and Horrour of: the mighty "Waters 
Mould-ſound-4in our Ears :- Yer doubted it ſtill, 
while he | Propheſies thar Himſelf ſhould: find, ns 
At his Second Coming plung'd into as- deep: Perpe- 
trations as They, and lock'd up under.'as perfect 
Inſerſibility:- of our Approaching Ruine; from 
which nothing could 'awaken us hut the ſur- 
prizing Trumpet of an Arch-ancel, alarming us to 
Jadgment and the Everlaſting Poogs: For as it 

py in' the days of Noak,- ſo ball ir be alſo. in the 
 alay of the'S#n of Man : 7 hey did.ear, they'drank, 
iy married Wives, they were given ar Marriage, 
 whtil the day that Noah erred into the Ark, and the 
Flood came and ſtroyed them all. 


- But what is become 'of Prides Kingdom now ! ? 
When (with the Great Dari) ſhe is flown and | 


hath left all the Rich Plunder bf her ſtately and 
Golden Tents to the Spoil/ of | the :Cerguerour : 
Alas , ſhe has no pity” ſor ſo :many ſlaughtered 
Carkaſſes, 
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Carkaſſes ; thrown: over-/into the Ocean: of Ruine ! 
Nor+'fs it: ſo mach her Care to Profe#,” as to 
Betray her unhappy Subjects : She delights not 
ſo much in their Safety 'as DeſtruCtion ; ſhe 
Dreſſes them up only for Sacrifice, and they have 
the Pleaſure to dye in their Holiday. Cloaths : 
She Combs their Heads, and Shaves their Bears, 
and Smooths up their rivelled Checks, . to expire, 
(with Oftauvims) and lays them aſleep on gentle 
Pillows: She Courts them (with Fae!) to come 
in to-her, and hides them from. the Danger of 
others ; but then the Nail and the Hammer is 
in her own Hand , which Pins them faſt to the 
Earth: With Alexander ſhe hunts ont more - 
Worlds for them to Conquer , and with the -- 
deſperate' Pharaoh leads them into the very 
Bowels of the Sea: See how ſhe drives them 
into Corners; firſt out of Heaven, then out of 
Paradiſe, and *now- out of the World ; She is the 
Devils Spirir, employ'd to furniſh Inhabitants 
for the lower Regioz to an eternal Slavery. Be- 
hold where ſhe Perks on the Prow of Noah's 
Ship, where ſhe Splits her very ſides with Laugh- 
ter, at the Glorious Preſent ſhe has made to 
Lucifer! What a World of Furniture hath ſhe 
bearded away at once for his Spacious 'Palace ! 
How will his ſtately Rooms be hung with the 


T apiſtries of Pridgs Travedies! What Horrid 


Stories will they repreſent of her Cruel 7yran- 
mes! And here ſhe waits to drop her Cockatrices 


8 Eogs, which ſhe knows will Hatch themſelves 


within the very Ark into another Brood for her. 
She thinks not her Caſe ſo deſperate yet, as not 
to-hope ſhe has a Friend in the very Council of 
Etobt 
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'Eight. One that has Courage cnough to, own 
her Principles, and doubts not in a little time 
to grow up into Power and Strength enough 
advantageouſly to declare for her Intereſt, + 


HMenof Renown Daſh'd out of Breath ! 
Gigantick Hufts, yer Pump?d to Death ! 
O Baffling Heaven! Mighry Mountains, 
Tumbled into ſwelling Foun: atns, 
Lye fpramling there, (Trophies of (frength 
Dd) whoſe Maſſy Wi etpht and oy 
Adakes Fuſtice ſmile ! A Righteous God 
Reducing all co Duſt and Clod : 
Chaos and Carcaſſes, O Sin |! 
{ow Ds{mal have thy Ruins bin ? 

Fremble ye mighty Gods of Earth, 
Here God's as Great as you want Breath, 
O for an Ark of Safety now ! 


Come in, . come in, and Lowly Bow. 
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The Impiety of Cham, 


T H E proud Waters that had received their 
Commiſion from the King of Heaven to 
Fight his Battel, and revenge his Quarrel againſt 
the univerſal Apoſtacy, (with more Faithfulneſs 
than Saul who in pity ſpared the delicate Agag, 
and the beſt of the Cattel for Sacrifice) under- 
taking the General Maſſacre, without Mercy, 
(Proud of an opportunity to Muſter up all their 
ſtrength, and by this Execution, to Chronicle the 
Eternal Victory over all their opolite Elements) 
pour'd out all their Forces with ſuch a Torrent of 
Fury andRage,that ſoondid the poor baffled Flames 
Sacrifice themſelves for fear, and lie all Martyr'd 
in their own Aſhes : Not a Spark left in the whole 
World, but what muſt be fetcht from Heaven 
to warm MNoab's Altar. The Air (guilty of the 
Treaſon too, for yielding Breath ro ſuch a Re- 
bellious crew) is all ſmotherd to Death within 
the Concaves of the Spiring World, But the 
poor-Earth for the Guilt of bearing this unhap- 
py Burden, and Feaſting them with all her Luxu- 
rious Prodigalities (with Ceſar) muffles her Face 
in her Mantle, and patiently receives the Wounds 
of her own folly,” while the inſulting Enemy (not 
content to ride upon her Back only) tramples her 
under his Feet, and is trad into Mire and Dirt. 
Whoſe cruel Tyrannies when the All-gracious 
Gad perceived, and now that theſe inſolent 
EE, 4 Waves, 


® 
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Waves, help'd forward the Affliction of his poor 
little Church 1in the Ark, (cragded among Brutes 
and very uneaſie) commands them to go back, 
It is enourh, ſtay. now your hand. But while they 
" +hardly retire, and with too ſlow a pace, a 
. mighty Wind is ſent forth to ſound the Retreat, 
and enforce them to a ſpeedier conformity; that 
'{o the Creator might conferr a New World .on 
thoſe his favourites, who had alone been ſo Loyal 

"and Faithful to him in the Old. | 
The Commiſſion 1s Executed, and the .good 

Prophet hopes that this Wind has blown him ſome 
.go0d, while the obedient Surges poſt ſo faſt away 
-to their Q#arters, and that neither Wind nor Wa- 
ter had done him hitherto the leaſt prejudice in 
' their ſeveral Marches. | ; 

+ How ſubmiſlively doth he wait till he receives 
the glad Tydings of the Receſſion of the Enemy, 
which-is confirmed to him by his winged: Am- 
baſſadour under ſeal (with the Signature of an 
Olive Branch.) And that Patience might have 
irs perfect work; he ſtill attends and dares not ſet 
a Foot on the Earth wirhont receiving orders from 
Heaven. | . [3 2th 
"But now, behold this poor deſpiſed Preacher of 
the Old World, comes aſhore from his dark Cab- 
bin, and lands the great Monarch of the Umverſe 
(a Type of the greater Sayiour) «the Propher, 
Prieſt, and King over all -the Earth.: whoſe firſt 
work is to build an Altar,” whereon he Sacrifices 
his very Soul 1n Praiſes and Thankſgivings to'God, 
the Perfume of which was ſo ſweet in his Noſtrils, 
that it brought: down a. bleſſing 'not on: Himſelf 
only, but on all the Earth to'all Generations ; for 
(591 / while 


while Seed-time and Harveſt, Summer and Winter, 


eanefs. 
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Day and Night continue unto us, we cannot be - 
utimindful of holy Noah's Sacrifice, which was ſo 
plealing to God ,* that to him was ſealed th 


Confirmation of them all to ys. , 


Yer could not all the: Floods of Wrath extin- 
guiſh the rage of that Venom which his Impious 
Son Cham tranſlated from the Old World into 
the New, and had lodged in his Heart (all this 
while) like a cloſe Traytor in the very Boſome of 
the Church: ' A Contagion which will ſpread it 
ſelf to« that Latirude , as in a few years ſhall 
over-run the Earth again. This was the curſed 
Stock, ont of which ſhall ſprout thoſe- venomous 
Branches, which ſhall dilate themfelves into a 
prodigious Plantation for the increaſe of Wick- 


He was a fellow of ſo vile a Spirit, that you 


might have found all. the Rudereſſes of the paſt 


World concentred in him. And while he wants 
other opportunities to manifeſt the Villanies of 
his Heart, he bluſhes not to act them againſt 
his own Father ; ſo devoyd was he of that com- 
mon Grace and reverend Reſpect, which every 
Paran Conſcience payes to the Maintenance of 
the Honour of Saveraignty; fo inſenſible was 


' he of that Puty,, which as a Natural Tribute ' is 


due to ſo great a Prince, and ſo good a Parent ; 
that he is not afraid 6f the Vengeance of Hea- 
ven, while he belches our the Crydirzes of his 
rotten Lungs, upon his venerable Face, by open 
Derifion and prophane Contempt of that glori- 


ous Perſon, (now a Priſoner in the ſurprizing 


Snares of his own Yines, whoſe uncivil Twiggs 
had 
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had catight him by the Heels, and ruffled off his 


Mantle from him in the fall.) * Unhappy Prince ! 


to give ſo vile a Miſcreant occaſion of fo Re- 
bellious an- Aﬀront to thy Majeſty. But moſt 


worthily Accurſed Wrerch, that wer't ſo far from 


caſting the Veil of Duty and Charity over that 
naked Boſom, wherein lodged an Heart, fo late- 
ly, by the Righteous Fudge of Heaven, pro- 
nounc'd to be the very Beſt 'and moſt Sincere in all 
the World : That here I find thee taking up the 
perfe& Poſtures of a Mad-man, extending thy 
widened Throat into loud Exclamations of Laugh- 
ter and Deriſion, to the inſufferable diſhonour of 
that mournful Objeft. Nor canſt thou be fa- 
tisfied in ridiculing thine own Father, in the pre- 
ſence of the All-ſeeing God and his Aryels, but 
muſt maliciouſly ſummon all the World to do it 
too; how righteouſly therefore wer't thou and 
thy whole Poſterity , bound up in the ſtrong 
Chains of an Eternal Curſe ! | | 

"The /ufirmities of our Fathers (either Civil or 
Natural) ſhould be .ſo far from cauſing us to 
draw a wry Mouth, that they. muſt be ever the 
ſubject of our aking Hearts; Since the Fathers eat- 


Ing ſowre Grapes, do but cauſe the Childrens Teeth to 


be ſet on Edge. And who is Ignorant that Noah's 


Wine did but exhilerate his Spirit into a more 


-—_ 


chearfiil pronouncing - the dreadful Imprecation 
upon that Son, whom the doom of Heaven had 
before decreed to he blaſted. Sure I am, thoſe 
Iſraelites had forfeited their own Heads before 
ever God gave way to Satan to Tempt David to 
Poll them ; and Ab/alom's hot Brain did but na- 
turally generate thoſe long Locks which Divine 

| ___  huſtice 
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Juſtice twiſted into an Halter to hang him with, 
for the ſhort Cutr of his Curtaild Obedience 
to fo good a Father. | 

* 'Tis but Tarkiſb"Impiety, to reck our Revenges 
againſt the Plagues of Heaven that Sin hath 
procured, upon the' very Bodies of our Kings. 
'Tis remarkable, that molt of the . Rebeliions 
which Sacred Wrir hath acquainted us with, 
were raiſed againſt the beſt Princes, and the very 
Intimates of God, whoſe Intereſt for divine Af- 
ſiſtance was ſo appareut, that 'twas a Miracle, 
Paſſion ſhonld ſo be/ore men into the fatal Ef- 
tets that purſued them all : Since Corah's Grave 
was ſo affrightfull, as might well allay the rage 
of that Spiris to this day. ' 

Tho Zimri flew his Maſter ( that was but a 
Sott ) yet A Fezabel could obſerve, that he ſuf- 
fered the Plagues of a Regicide, and the Pleaſure 
of a Weeks Reign was ſoon expired in the Flames 
of his expeditions Ruine, when: deſpair of Safe- 
ty from the Proſecutors of that Treaſon reduc'd 
him to that wofull Exigency of Offering up him- | 
ſelf (a moſt unacceptable Holocauſt) in the Fire 
of his own Kindling, | 

Tis the Kindneſs of God to all Szbjefts in 
acquainting them, that the Hearts of Kinos are 
tm his own band ; direCting- them by that diſco- 
very into the ſafeſt Methods of Redreis againſt 
any' the wildeſt Exorbitances of Tyranny : Since 
'tis but thetr Addreſling unto himlelf who is able 
to turn them ( as the Water-ſtreams) to flow into 
3s great "Currents of Favour and Kindneſs to- 
wards us, as ever they have ebv'd in the dimi- 
nution of any Rights or Liberties. from or It 

| their 
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'8 The Jmpiety of Cham, 

their 'own Prayers can redreſs-their Conditions, WW: 
-rwere but Madneſs to fly upon the Faces of WW . 
Princes ( whoſe Wrath is as 'the roaring of Lyons ) il , 
when ſpeedier ſuccour may be drawn by hum- (il | 
'bling themſelves into the Arms "of a gracious I ,. 
God; IWho for the Oppreſſion of -the- poor,, and for fl « 
the ſighing of the Needy, will ſurely ariſe to ſet them i c 
in ſafety from every one that puffeth at them, « 

Be it ever remembred, That God hath ſecu- 

red the Prerogative of, Honour to all our Supe- MM. 
riours, with the ſame Care as he hath provi- W 
ded for the Lives of other Mzn-; to ſhw us, That WW. : 
*tis as dangerous to withdraw our Alegtance MW + 
from them, as to af Adurder upon others : And Wo. 
that their Sovereignty 1s, as ſafely guarded as our Wo. 
'own Beings, 


wW 


And Oh! that the Brightneſs of thoſe Eyes that 
| ſparkle Terronr into. the Hearts of the Wicked, 
and ſcatters them as the Clouds before the Sun, 
may refle&t ſo -great a LZzht into all the Paths 
of Princes, that their Royal Feet may never {lip 
into MNoah?s -. Nooſe, nor any of- thoſe more 
vulgar Weakneſſes which give Opportunity ſh, 
for Chamiſh Impiety to ſet light by that Majeſty ;;.. 
which God hath made. the very Image of his 
Own. ' £5 | 
And let Undutiful.Children take care, that the 
Stones of Abſalom's Heap ( which Travellers ſay 
are ſtill increaſed by very 7ews and Turks paſling 
by it, in deteſtation of that- unnatural Act ) be 
Dot brought hence by Divine 7»ſ#ice, to beat out 
the Brains of thoſe whom the Horrour of ſo no- 
torious an:Example can little affright into bet- 
ter Obedience the Puniſhment of this Crime be-Bþ, 
ing 
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ing ſo Midom Prorogued to the General Aſize, 
as Vengeance hardly takes a Nap before' Execu- 
Wl :i07 be done to. the full. When a wretched Son 
N- Wi was once laying-violent: 
"5 WF ther, and kicking him out of doors ; © Now hold 
® 8 <© thy Hands, ( ſaid the Old Man) for ?twas but 
i << bicherro that I ſerved thy Grardfather in the ve- 
*ry ſame Manner. 
va And *tis obſervable, that the Curſe is entail'd 
- W expreſlely upon Canaan for the Sin that was com- 
'1- WW mitted by his Father, to let us ſee how ſo great 
al Wa Profaneneſs is ſeldom expiated but by the Blood 
0 Fof Generations : And God's - withholding his 
nd WGrace only from Children, is Slip enough to 
ur Eſtrangle them with the ſame Halter. their Fa- 
thers hung in. 
This is that Canaar whoſe Name gave Deno- 
mination to the Fruifal-land, and whoſe' Sin 


ſterity ; {ince. the Bleſſing of Exuberance is but: 
a Curſe to thoſe to whom common Mercy is but 
2 conſtant Fudgment ;' and God did but ſend them 
it) Ebefore-hand as a Company of Slaves, to build 
ſty thoſe Houſes, and plant thoſe Vineyards which 
hould chear the' Hearts of the .more obedient 
hildren of Shem ; to whoſe uſe God ſealed the 


the eaſe of their Eje#ment, and delivered it to 
12) BAbrahan ( ſo weary was he of ſuch Tenants ) 
gr our hundred Years before it was Executed, while 


n the mean time a People ſhould be born that ſhould 

oul Berve che Lord, and Pay him the Quir-Rent of 

N0-Praiſe foro pleaſant Habitation. 

x And what. ! Is not this another Tragedy, 

be-Srhen the Sword of God- ſtrikes inwardly, and: 
"EI G EXCe- 


The Jmpiety- of Cham. $x 


-yiolent. Hands on his Aged Fa- 


made it yet but a Wilderneſs to his whole Po- 
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- executes its Maſlacres- upon all the inyjfible Fx 
culties ; kills them /pirirnally, and ſpares the 
Poor Corps to the Curſe of Slavery, nor to 'Men 
only, but L»ffs and Hell; leaving them ſo per:- 
feftly Dead from performing -the Fundtions of - 
the true Life, that they are abſolutely ſenceleſ; ; 
of any other end than that of Luxury; where. 
fore they afe continued in the World, 'rill run. 
ning up and down for a, while ( like Swi 
with the fatal Knife. ſticking in their Throats 
they faint away and bleed themſelves into Eter- 
nal Death, as Yeſſels of Wrath fitted for Deſtru- 


Canaan Adieu ! (the unhappy Son of ſo pro- 
phane a Father ) who hath entail'd upon: thee 
and thine ſo direful Execration, that'I ſee fome 
of thy Curſed Of-/pring hypocritically crouch 
ing with their 2ouldy Bread and clouted Shoves 
to begg a miſerable Life from the flouriſhing 
' Family of thy more dutifal Unkie, and none 
other is granted them but ſuch as: is worſe tha: 
Death it ſelf, when, rather than periſh, the) 
are content to become the contemptible Skxlio 
of their Kitchen, the Propheſied Judgment i 
aQually verified, Curſed be Canaan, a ſervant 9 
ſervants ſhall ht be. | 
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Sabels Tragedy, 


[7s the City of God (if any on Earth be) the. 
Izcomparable London, ( Inſtructed and Edi- 
Ml fied 0n Everlaſting Foundations into. all the | 

Dimenſions of Saving Knowledge, Faith, 
rofl Love, Truth and holy Experience, by 
hell the Care, Skill and Induſtry of Her Spirs- 
omel za! Builders) do 1 humbly Dedicate this 
uclll Tragedy. Beſeeching God that neither the 


7 Clattering of Tongues, nor the Diwviſt- 
ond 297 of Hearts may ever procure Her 


thall 14s Baffle of Babel :: But that ſhe may be 
thefl 4 Ciry at. Unity in it Self ; her Aﬀections: 
lionfi as uniform and Compact as her | Habitati- 
it ll 07s, ever remembrins that ſhe is not Se- 
nt Of - cure, till God himfelf lay her Topſtone in 
Heaven, and Finiſh her up to Perfeion. 


— 
— 


GEN. RE 4- 
Go to, let us Build, &c. 


u T come Reader, Let us paſs from Gol- 
gotha, (the Charnel-houſe of Dead Bones 
and Skwls,) while we divert our ſelves a 

| G 2 little 
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8© KBemargiures on the Life 
Glory ; who once ſaid to the Great Abraham, 
( a1.d in him to thee too, ) Fear nor, for I am thy 
Shneld. | 

And this Sizeld 1s a Sun too, that will ripen 
21] the fruits of his Bozaty, by which thy Table 
15 {pread. Thou ſhalt not need Crouch to 3 
S:d)mirte for a piece of Bread : How deſervedly 
gr he wear the Leproſie of a Naaman upon his. 

wn Skin, that could ſteal from the Preſence of 
king ;reat Maſter to polt aiter an Aſyr42n, for a lit- 
le Silver and a few Changes of Raiment! 'Tis be- 
low the Princes of the Blood to court the Skullions 
or the Kitchin for Scraps : Theſe, whoſe Spirits 
arc feaſted every- day with Hidden AManna, "need 
ictlequeſtion their daily Proviſions, which flow in 
n70n them trom the lets Expenſive Current of Pro- 
Facob Mm zay ſerd into Foypr for Corn, but 
{end ſe on all Bags To pay for It : "2h ( 
ayid {c oIiCits a NN. L. ( 'r 4 p: [Cl > of 1s 5S' 
ecr Cheer , 'twas butin orucr to thedeltgn oo: C od 
to tranſlate his whole Eitate upon him with his 
IW/ife. Abraham's Children have Alt ar. 4 Forty 
their own Canaan; and if they had e's, y ec is their 
Dinner of Herbs better than the ffalſed Ox of the Vice 
bed. The very ON of Ephraim = 2re better 
than the Vintave oft Aicrzar: And be that ſap 'S with 
Herod may chance 77M 'orge his Sromach when | 
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finds the Head of a Frozber bronghr u P In a Charg, 
er for ſecond Courſe; even of that Prophr: who to 
avoid the dangers of cheir poyſono! as Diſh 5, CON- 
reats himſelf with the Locuf?s of the Wilderneis. 
The Great E{ijab can truſt his Maſter to Cater for 
him by the Minit ry of Ravens, and when that falls, 
is ſatisfied with the PGOT fare of a W idow, I: 


of the G'eaf Abraham. 


Succeilonr, with all his _ /Je, are thanktal 
God for a Meſs of Porrave : 
Habakiuth can joyfully Fed on a God atone 
tho the Fields and Herd; and Stalls ſhonld af- 
ford him not a Toy t9 inp! ply his Table. 
Theſe with their G:eat Lord tal Meat 10 ext 
which the World kaew 700, So had the Children ot the 
Captivity, who choſe rather to maxe their Meats 
on Pulſe and Warer, than to defile themicive 

with the princely /74azd: of the Royal Boatll: 

The holy David fears to be chorhed with them : 
Let me not eat of their daintie:s With an- holy 
diſdain have all the belt « oe: or Arrahan 
declined the dangerous Accoliion of carthly Su- 
perfluities: tet the Swize of the \V co 
offer to no other Deity bur their B< lies) {w13l 

themſelves tl they break again. Ty their freſy 
ſprings are ia God, And t ; | al 
had enough, and wanted nor in JO Preſents ; 
yet had he little enon»!11 who wanted Fercob's 
God. Let thetrue Or Abraham, learn 
to take ont the leff: 
and to wind- ap all 
(ablfracted from al 
ly be their only Portion 


Noir ORE = God, who 
Grea UrEs) Wi very ſhort- 
El thomſelves ſhall 


: 
be for. cver filled ,with ts fulzeſs nho filleti all 
in all, Yu them give no occ2lton to any $S049- 


mite of the Earth, to i aſpett that they worſhio a 
God wno Is a Nigcardly Rewarder of his Ser- 
vants;; and are therefore force to ſteak to them 
for mouldy bread, and cled Shoes. 

But fir down for a while, and conſider ; (Rows 
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then to Glut himſelf (with Tezcbel's Chaplains) 
upon the Varieties of her providing. - His —_ 


And the —_ 
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$2 Hewmarques on the Life 


der) what mean theſe Golden Words, J am 
thy excceding Great Reward : When. all the Great 
Ozes of the World have the Plague of the Ser- 
rent vpon them, and lick the duſt of the Earth, 
and terminate their delires in a Curſed Portion; 
to thee will I give my ſelf tor an Heritage! And 
could thy ſhal Low a pprehenlions conceive what a 
God 15 in himfelt, or can be, and do for his faith- 
ful Servants,thou mighte!t then reach the Dimen- 
ſflions of that Bleſſing, which becauſe they are 
ſo infinitely beyond all the itrength of thy Fa- 
cultics to comprehend, therefore have I provi- 
ded an FEtcrnity for thee, wherein will cn- 
large thoſe Powers of thy Soul to a ſweet and 
raviſhing Contemplation of all my PerfeCtions, 
and thine own excceding Happineſs in having 
an Intereft in them, when thou ſnalc more per- 
feftly fee the Happineſs of that Enjoyment, and 
more fully kcow what infinite Wiſdom, Pow- 
er and Love can effect, when they lay out 
themſelves in Contrivances of ail poſlible Feli- 
city and Bleſſedneis, to all the Objects of my 
Favour and Grace : And if I detign this Happi- 
neſs for thee to Etcrnity, thon canſt not fear 
that I ſhould he detective to thee in this lite, 
but even now will crown all thy faithful Servi- 
ces with Rewards and En couragemeats due to 
them. T7iy works of Faith and Riahteouſueſs, ſhall 
be preſent Peace and Comiort, aud the &jj ects of 
that : Righteouſneſs, guietneſs and Aſſurance fa# ever. 
And what 1s there, Reader, that the utmoſt de- 
lire of thy Ambitious Heart can reach out to 
to covet after, but what Abraham*s God can 35 
bountifully conferr upon thee,hadſt thou the leaſt 
degres 


td. 
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degree of his Faith to believe ic? It is He that 
can make thee ride upon the High places of the 
Earth, and open to thee all the rich Exche- 
quers of his Treaſure, that thou ſhalt not need 
Crouch to Kings. He can platt a Coronet.. of 
Honour for thy Temples, and give thee a Name 
like unto the Name of the Great Men of the 
Earth. Who promoted the poor Shepherd from 
waiting 6n thoſe few Sheep in the Wilderneſs, to 
become the glorious Head and Paltour of his 
People? Who called the deſpicable Fiſhermen 
from their Boats and Nets, to be Spiritual Prin- 
ces tn all the Earth, and ſet them as glittering 
Suns to ſhine for ever in the Firmament of his 
Church? He can prepare a Table for thee even 
here in the Deſart, that ſhall bafille all the 
Elixirs of the Field and the Vintage : Can give 
thee a Taſte of that Manna the Spirits of Argels 
are feaſted with : Can whiſper Secrets into 
thine Ears, that ſhall drown thy heart with Joy 
unſpeakable and Gloriors : Can light up ſuch a 
Taper in thy Sox, that ſhall pierce the Clouds, 
and give thee a Proſpect of the Inviſible King- 
dom, and bleſs thy Soul with AJoſerfs Eyes : 
When. all the World is toſfled on the Billows 
of his Wrath, can lodge thee in an .4rk of per- 
fe&t Security and Peace. Thou ſhalt not fear the 
fears of the Wicked, nor be diſtrattced with their 
Amazements : Thy Soul ſhall dwell in quiet 
within the Tabernacle off his Preſence : If Hea- 
ven and Earth'ſhould fall and mix together in 
one Chaos of Confuſion, the Ruine ſhould nor 
concern thee at all: Thy Foot is fixt on the 
unmoveable Rock from all the Drezds and Pof. 
{iblities 
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fibilities of falling : Everlaſting Arms would be 
anderneath, to preſerve thee from daſhing thy ſelf 
againit the bruiſing Stones. When Time hath 
ſpun ont the Silver Thread of thy Life on 
Earth, God will furniſh thee with a Clew that 
ſhall convey thee ſafely thro all the Zabyrinths 
of Death, into the lightſome Palace of an ever- 
laſting Joy and Glory ; where thou ſhalt ever 
ſhare with his Choſen in endleſs Felicities, and 
wear on thy happy Head the Immortal Crow, 
of Life. God from his own molt bleſſed Eſſence 
flowing out unto thee with inexhauſtible ſtreams 
of ineffable Pleaſure and Love, which drown 
all apprehenſtions here to conceive, and muſt 
deſpair ever to know, before thou comelt to 
enjoy them: Lo! this is the Reward and Heri- 
rage of the faithful Children 'of that Abraham, 
whom God made the happy ObjzC& ot his ow 
achioht, his Friends Foy, his Enemies Envy, and 
the Wonder of all the World. 

Ceaſe then from inquiring what an excced- 
ing Great Reward thy God will be to thoſe 
that ſerve him with Avrabam's Heart : Nor ask 
with David, Vihar (hall be done to the man that 
ſhall fight the Batrels of God, againſt the Gol:- 
ab's of the World, and Sin; bur buckle on 
thine Armour, and with Abraham and David 
at Conragtonlly ; and in the Strength of thine 
Almighty Shield thou ſhalt not. fail to be Vi- 
Ctorious ; the little Pebble of this ſingle Pro- 
miſe, ſhot from the ſtrong Arm of thy Faith 
and Conhdence, ſhall /izh into the Forchead of 
all thine Oppoſers, on whoſe Ruines thou ſhalc 
build to thy ſelf a Pilar and Monument of Im: 
mortal Glory and Praiſe. 7] hou 
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Thon wilt pardon me, Reader, this Jong di- 
greſſion from Abraham's Story, while I have 
zen labouring only to heave up thy dull hearr 
and tired Spirits, to that blefſed place where 
himſelf is entred, and to give thee ( in a ſmaller 
draught ) an imperfect Copy of thoſe Glories, to 
which his Faith and Courage have ſo happily 
preferr'd him. We ſhall find him preſently 
making uſe of his Shield, and trying what met- 
tal it is made of, not againſt a weak Combina- 
tion of Kings, but againit God himſelf. Indeed 
the manner of his Atracque is fomewhart different, 
for there is no prevailing againſt God but by 
an humble uſe of his own Weapons: There- 
fore having received the Ammnnition, he im- 
meciately makes his Aſſavlr, and fo very lucki- 
ly managed ir, that it ſtruck into the very 
Heart of God, and thence fetch'd out the blood 
that was afterwards temper*d to make up the 
Son which he foreht for. When fury and Wrath 
can prevail nothias, Tears and Prayers get the Vi- 
fory. Haſt thou ſaid, thon wilt be a Great Re- 
ward to me? to what purpoſe will all that be, 
when I am haitening to my Grave, and cannot 
bear with me thy Bleſſings into the next World, 
and I have no Heir to enjoy them after me ? — 
Lord God, what wilt thou 5ive me, fieing T oo Child- 
leſs? See how Abraham itrikes while the Iron is 
hot ; and dexteroaſly clinches the Nail of the 
Promiſe, with the hnmble ſtroak of his Faith 
into the breaſt of God's Faithtulnefs, which opens 
It Self to make way for it to ſtick: in; and 
there it abode for many years after, till 1/aac 
cane to draw it out. ?Tis obſerved ( by the 
Learned) 


86 RKemarques on the Life 
Learned) that Abraham (*) Sigh'd out this Re- 
queſt tro God . from the very bottom of his 
Heart, which no wonder then had ſo good effect 
on the Heart of God. The weak Charge of the 
Lips do little Execution, without ſtrong Enforce- 
ment from the Breath of the Soul. Omripotence 
it ſelf falls under the Puſh of a melted Soul. The 
Wind of Afﬀectionate Prayer, and. Showers of 
true Repentance, turns the very Bowels of a 
God within him, and puts him on Repenting 
too. Mary's Tears at Lazarm's Grave, ets 
Feſus on Groaning, and then to Weeping as faſt 
as She: Admire not to ſee the Soul of her Bro- 
ther diſcharged out of Heaven, when God could 
keep it there no longer. The Spiritual King- 
dom 1s very well pleaſed, to ſuffer under ſuch 
Violence. It may be Facob afterwards learned 
from his Grandfather this Never-failing Art of 
Wreſtling with Heaven, for in his buckling with 
the Arzgel, though himſelf gor a ſmall blow 
(that put his Thioh out of joynt,) yet had he 
Strength enough ſtill to hold him Priſozer till he 
got his Deftgns upon him,. and his Tears trickled 
down fo faſt, that there was no more Heart in 
his Aztagomſt to deny him that Bleſſing that he 
ſo powertully ſtruggled for.As a Prince hg prevailed 
with God : But how ? He wept and made Supplica- 
cation unto «him, They were Facob's Tears that 
melted the ſtrength of that Bleſſed Prince of An- 
gels,vvho when he came into the World in our Na- 
ture, made uſe him{.1f of no other Arms. 


= 


(*) Domine Fehovah, illud patheticum eſt eaque, tanquam fingul- 
riens uſus eſt Abraham, 
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But what are Sighs and Groans and Tears (were 
they all of Blood) for how little are they re- 
garded in the World ? Since they make the poor 
Patients but the more unpleafing Company to 
others who breath in the Egyprian Air, where no 
ſuch Showers fall, where no ſuch Winds do blow ? 
Yet Sighs for Sin differ from other Breath, as 
the Sweet Perfumes of the Aromatick Mountains 
from the Fuliginous Vapours of the dead Sea, or 
the Inſpirations of Heaven from the Noiſom 
Belchirgs of Brutes : They are the Brisk Gales 
that ſcatter the Fogs of Guilr, and ſecurely waft 
us to Heaven. And thovgh they are Inarticulate, 
and paſs away from us without a Coinage into 
Noiſe and Words, yet God knows their Oratory 
well enough, and can ſpell them into ſo good 
Sence, that he puts his own mprimatur upon 
them, and ſhall be prodnc'd :s Records of true 
Repentance, though there be little elſe to plead 
for Mercy and Safety in the day of Viſitation, 
but the poor Evidence of a ſew Hearty Groans 
under the killing Tyrannies of Sin. When the 
Bottle of Tears ſhall appear at that time to plead 
for us, then ſhall theſe Winds alſo paſs out of 
their Treaſury, to blow ſome Refreſhment on us : 
Both the one and the other Waſhed and Sweetned 
with the Sacrifice of the Blood of Jeſus, Exch. 9.4. 

God had already made to Abraham a General 
Promiſe of a Numerous Sced, and now he Sighs 
to have that Promiſe more particularly expreſs'd. 
Generals in Religion leave the Afﬀections Dull and 
Cold, and are but as the Embers upon the Hearth, 
which more explicite Revelation blows up into 
Flames of Spiritual Heat and Joy. All the rich 
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88 Remaragues on the Lite 

Legacies of the New Teſtament do but meanſy 
Aﬀect us, till they are tranſlated into the Hearr 
by the Finger of God. Then, O how I love thy 
Law! "Twill never be well with us till we Pray 
and Sigh too, with Abraham, for a more exprel; 
Hlumination and accompliſhment of the Promiſe : 
I will write my Law in their inward parts. Genera] 
Promiſes ſatisfic (well enough) a dead and Ge. 
veral Faith, all whoſe Hopes are on the Paper, 
but a Lively Faith is ever Reſtleſs till thev be 
tranſcribed thence, and engraver in legible Cha- 
raters within. 7he Law of his God ts in his heart, 
That is the Fleſhly Table upon which it is fairly 
written. Salvation is iccure to all whoſe Name: 
are written in the Book of Life; but 'tis a Lamp from 
the Sauftuary, (the Spirit of Revelation) that malt 
clear up the Evidence to the Saul of 1ts own Name 
being there inſerted. Abraham's true Faith Sighs 
after more explicite Demonſtration. *Tis a dread- 
fal thing to leave the Concerns of Eternity under 
Fear and Doubts. Gzve all diligence ro make your 
Calling and Election ſure. Abraham's Soul was at 
{take, and longed till he were better ſecured of 
the promiſed Sced which ſhould make himſelf and 
all the Narions of the earth happy. He Pants (X) tiil 
he ſee thar natural Root from whence the Blefied 
Braich of Righteouſneſs ſhould in Gods good time 
be moſt happily derived. What could he beg 
teſs than this? In vain would all other Blcſlings 


(*) Quoinam donun obleftationi aut confolationi mihi exit, 
gutiadin non video promiſſionem tam completam de ſemine meo ex 
qu9 Me{ſias eſt procreandes © 
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of the Great Abraham. | 8g 
be heap'd on his Head. But to paſs down into 
the Chambers of death Childleſs, and all the Ae- 
moirs of his Faith and-Obedience to be buried with 
him in the fame Sepulchre: This is matter of 
Grief to'him, under all the Royal Largeſles of 
Divine Bounty towards him. Progeny is the natu- 
ral deſire of Man, whole Ambition is to ſee him- 
ſelf 1urvive in others ſpringing trom him; and 
Children are but the living Images of their de- 
ceaſed Parents, who (lo long as They hve.) are 
not altogether dead. Belides Abraham foreſees his 
great Name might be interred in Ob/:v10a, if God 
ſhould not inſcribe it on a more lively Zdonument 
than his Steward Eliezer of Damaſcus was like to 
make ; who although he were a good Man, end 
by being adopted his Heir, might be raiſed to 
bear ſome Figure and Reicmblance of his State 
in the Worid; yet (he fears) he would prove 
but a dark Repreſentative of the Great Abraham's 
Spirit, and no Expreſs [mage of his Maſters Perfor - 
Too dark a Reon for his liluſtrious Vertues to 
ſhine in. | 

The Sence of this Infelicity lay io heavy upon 
his troubled Spirits, that now he fights tor Lyfe, 
and reduplicates his ſtroaks. The Rock had not 
yet yielded him one comfortable Drop, which in 
an inſtant ſhall guſh out 1n Floods of Lumg Warer ; 
he renews the complaint, and piteouſly laments 
his condition. To we haſt rheu given no Seed. 
None yet. appears, though thou telleſt me- of a 
numherleſs One. I find no Accomplithment of 
thy Promile. God ſometimes makes as If ve did 
not hear, and ſeems to ſhut his Ears, while yer 
his Heart is open. . He loves to put a Value - 
11s 


— 


" pe 
. PEI" ——— - 


——  — 


—— 
ma 
56. 
— 


» 4 
Re; R.. "EE 


», 
Ke 


SES 


_ wy WP YE wes hes +. 
6 >< I I a r _ —_ —" "hr oF 
5 þ © 8 0 adi oe, TA 3 £ S* /4 
> 64 hails. x, 5 bays - ” _ . 

© RS 42 Tg ont s : 
: we. - FW 

I 1 "hi" 4 

fp - 


90 Remarques on the Life 
his own Mercies, which we ſo much the mioie 
eſteem, as they coſt us dear in purchaſing and 
waiting for. Bleſſings t00 cheaply gotten, are too 
meanly priz'd, Abraham's Soul is in Travel for an 
Heir, he muſt not hope to be delivered by one 
Poor fingle Parg. In vain do we knock at Hea- 
vens Gates, without watching there till Anſwer 
comes; and if that be delayed, our Requeſts are 
to be enforced by new Arguments, and more p3- 
thetick workings of Heart. And though our 


Prayers be anſwered before we cry, yet muſt we | 


call again and again for that Anſwer. And Jeſus 
tauobt us a Parable to this end, that we ought alway; 
ro pray, and not to faint ; Let Avraham hold out 
but one throw more, and the Child ſhall come to 
the Birth. Chriſtian! thou haſt been in long 
Labour for a Saviour, the next Groan may bring 
him from the Womb of Gods Decree, and thine 
own Prayers into thy joyful Arms: wilt thou dye 
before thou ſee thy Saviour Born in thy Heart? 
Chriſt in thee, the hope of Glory. 

Behold God this very Moment appearing to 
cance) all the Evidences of the Strangers Preten- 
fions, and breaking for ever the Heart of Eliezer's 
Hopes : See the Scals of thoſe deſpairing Con- 
veyances, making over thine Eſtate and Soul to 
the Forreizzer, all lying on the Ground torn off, 
and himſelf ſneaking away in utter Deſperation, 
at the firſt breaking out of the true 1/aac. Go 
Father Abraham, and teach all the World the 
profit of patient waiting at the Throne of Grace, 
for by thine /mporrunity and Perſeverance haſt thou 
prevailed with God. Since the pains of thine 
Heert have turned even Gods within him, and 

| cauled 


of the Gzeat Abraham. gt 
cauſed his very Bowels to rall, in the Sounding 
whereof . thou heareſt the joyful Tidings of 2 
Son, which ſhall iſſne from thoſe very Bowels 
that have ſtirred in ſo violent Motions, againſt 
which his pity hath no ſtrength any: longer to 
withſtand thee; ' and hath all this while made 
but a feigned Reſiſtance, ' while thou haſt been 
ſhewing a Tryal of thy Skill, how well thon canſt 
manage thy Shield, and how proſperoufly God 
himſelf may be attack'd, when it ſhall pleaſe him 


J to yield up himſelf to be conquered by his Crea- 


ture. 

Abraham hath been in Travel, and Behold a 
Troop comerh. What a prolifick, Grace is Prayer, 
which brings forth Thouſands and ten Thouſands tn 
our Streets; and makes Parents of an Incomprehen- 
fble Seed. The Off-ſpring of that Grace, are all 
the Innumerable Productions of Eternity, which 
all the Arts of A-ichmerick, muſt for ever deſpair 
to ſum up. Can the Great God give any thing 
little ? Hath Abraham wronght all this while but 
for one Son ? Come all ye glittering . Laps of 
Heaven, your mighty Creator ſends you a 'Sum- 
mons to make your Appearance here in your 
cleareſt Shine, not the One thouſand three hundred 
twenty five chief Commancers, that ſeem to ex- 
ceed the reſt in Glory, but give your Orders tg 
the Minor Lights to make up all the Force, and 
with all your united Numbers make fome Figure 
[0 the Great Abraham of the infinite Iſſue that I 
Will bleſs him in, who from one Son ſhall mul- 
tiply into A4yriads, to beſpangle the lower Fir- 
"m—_- of my Church. For /o ſhall his Seed 
e, 
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92 Hemarqgues on the Lite 

God had employed him before, to the endleſs 
work of: accounting the numbers of the little 
Duſt of the Earth. , Now will he have him to 
enumerate the Srars of Heaven with the like im- 
pollible Impoſition. Some critically obſerve that 
by the former, God pointed out the natural Seed 
of his Body, whoſe names ſhould be written in the 
Earth, and -whoſe very Souls would cleave to the 
Dt. But by, theſe he decyphered to him,the Spiri- MW. 
rual (*) Children of his Fatth, all the World over, 
whoſe namnes are writtenin Heaven, and who ſhould 
ſhine as S7ars for ever and ever.Great indeed is the W., 
difference of theſe from the other ; And Holy Re. MW: 
cords wi nels, that Abraham, of the innumerable 
Children of his Fleſh, had but too few of þ1s Spirit; 
Tjaiah is jo bold to tell us, That by that time God 
had meaſar'd off, with the long El of his Ju- 
{tice, almoſt the whole Piece to Deſtruttion, for 
their unhappy Apollaſie from the Holy Practices 
of their Great Father, but a ſhort Remwuant was 
lefr, that following his ſteps, arrived at lalt in the 
Heavenly Canaan with him. 

From the lovely face of that Heaven, cnamell'd 
with ſo many ſhining Stars, which Abraham's 
Eyes beheld in the. cleareſt night: Turn now 
thine own, -Reader, and g37e on another enriched 
with Lights, ſurmounting far all thoſe, and of : 
more? eternal duration than they, illuſtrating the 
Great Abraham's name. ' Tis his ſplendent Fair, 


—— —— 


—— 


 4*) Prius promiſerat ſemen tanquam pulverem terre, hic ficu 
flellas coli, illud potuit filios Naturales, hoc Spirituates ſignif 
care, Ainſworth. 
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attended on by all her Train of Graces, expa- 
tiating all the Rooms of his Soul, by a raviſhing 
0 WM Dilatation, to receive in all the Joys of this ſo 
1- Wl vaſt a Bleſſing, and giving it the moſt welcomes 
il Wfntertainment that her little Powers are able 
<d Win this narrow condition ſhe #& iz. "Twas mighty 
Faith that brought him out. of his Country, but 
what 1s this that paſſeth him out of himſelf, 
7h Wcaving all his Reaſon and Senſes behind him , 
Nt, Mcombating againſt all the Impoſlibilicies of 7Va- 
te, when there was not the leaſt ground to fix 
the Foot of Belief on, but what was ready to 
link under him; All hopes as tottering as his 
ble Wreeling Bod » and as dead as his Sarah's Worn ; 
. yet NOW fo os aoatnſt all Hope, and.out of Death 


500 Mir elf to believe out Life, and that with a Cou- 
Ju- 1470 as reſolute and immovable, as admits not 
tor Whe leaſt Allay of Fear or Doubt; but to give 
1ces 


Glory to God, by reſigning himſelf up by a per- 
we Wc dependance on the Infallibility of the Pro- 
miſe, and full aſſurance of the Faithfuineſs ard 
Power of him that made it, without the lez(t 
agzering thought : This 1s ſuch a Falth in the 
ertetion and Flower of it, that doth render 
im ſo exceeding acceptable in the Eyes of God , 
lat he ſhall be henceforth confirmed in a per 
& Immunity from all the dangers of Sin and 
Death, which ſhall never prevail eternally againlt 
im, and ſhall qualifie him ſo compleatly for all 
ie Honours of Divine Fricrdſip,. that he ſhall 
k taken 1ntO the Boſom, and -tfor ever acknow- 
ic fu {45d 2s the Faithful Fried of God. As he 
fone Moth juſtified his Faith by fo noble Fruit as this, 
d will God Fuſtifie it too, by ſerring his Seal to 
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94 Bemarques on the Life 
the Truth and Excellency of it, and Juſtifying 
Him the Subject of it, and ſtamping on him the 


Mark and Honourable Character of a truly Reli- 


gious and moſt ſincere Believer ; Abraham be- 
lreved in the Lord, and it was counted to him for 
Frghteouſneſs. 

Come hither, thou that art called a Chriſtian, 
{ce the Criterion of thy future Eſtate; Thou ſay'lt 
thou believeſt, thou doeſt well, do not the Dew: 
alſo Believe and Tremble ? Bt haſt thou Abrahan's 
Tuſtifyino Faith? Take a Survey of the Weak- 
nels of thine, and the Vauity of thy Hopes for 
Heaven. Abraham travelled out of all, and chear- 
tally gave up himſelf to be led by the Abſolute 
Will of his God, when thou lodgeſft fill 1n the 
dark Entry of Nature, and laugheſt at all the 
Invitations of his Grace: Thou mockeſt the 
Meſlengers of God thar are {ent to-call thee, and 
ſeick;ng ſtill in the Creature and Self, diſputeſt 
his Authority to rule thee. Abraham feaſted 
timfelf in the Joys of an Inviſible Saviour, and 
made many a Sweet Banquet upon the Promile, 
while thou art guzling on the draughts of Luf,, 
and greedily ſucking in the deadly Potions of 
Sin, little remembring there is Death 1n the 
Pot, that Poyſons thy Soul and Hopes together. 
He rejojced in the Children of his Faith, which 
ſhould make up a Church unto God, while the) 
are-all the Objects of thy Malicious Hate, who 
bear the leait ſhadow of his: Image upon them. 
He bore up a Spirit againſt all the Temptations 
of Life, and under all the Enticements of : 
Great and Rich Eſtate, ever devoting the Crean 
and Elixir of his Thoughts and: Heart unto God, 
when 
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of the G:eat Abraham. 95 
when thou lockeſt up thy Soul in a narrow 
Ware-houſe, and drowneſt all thy Hopes in a 
ſhallow Stream. He dreaded not the formidable 
Powers of the World, that had captiv'd a Mem- 
ber of the Church, whilſt thon (with Saxl) art 
breathing out Menaces and Slaughter, and ſhoot- 
ing all thy Darrs into the Heart oi Chriſt : He 
had ſtrength to wreſtle with God bimlſelf, and 
would not be beaten back without a Blefling, 
when thy Spirit ſinketh with the very thoughts 
of that Power, whom thy wicked Life hath 
made thine Enemy; He comes back laden with 
the Riches of a Promiſe, which ſhould meke 
himſelf and all his true Children Happy, when 
thy poor Heart is courtinz other Delights, and 
Is a perfect Stranger to the Pleaſures of 2 Saviour. 
Go Chriſtian, ger a better Fauh, that may Juſtific 
thy Perſon before God, lince be ſureſuch works 
as theſe can never Jultifie thy Fairh before 
Men. F 
Abraham thus aſſured of an infinite 'Poſterity, 
grows now follicitous end thoughttal for them, 
he diſcovers the nature of thoſe cares that Aft 
the Boſoms of every Godly Farr. He 1s fear- 
jul that his Children may deviate from the ſteps 
of his own Uniform Obedience and Righteouſneſs, 
nor wear the ſame Livery of Grace that adorned 
his Loyal Spirit, and Hallowed all his Actions. 
His firlt Care 1s to enjoy a Prozeny, and his next, 
that they might enjoy God and be Good. How 
rarely doth this Holy Azxicty oppreis the Minds 
of Men! How would Abraham have ſwooned 
then, to have ſeen ſome of his Impious Children 
Jacrificing their Sons and Daughters unto Devils. 
£3 'The 
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The Arzvels themſelves were created ſubject to 
a poſlible Folly, and Multitudes of them fell by 
a dreadfnal Apoſtacy; He had reaſon to fezr 
that his Children, who were but Duſt, might be 
fooliſh too, and forgetful of the Rock of 1heir Sal. 
vation, who might therefore ſell them into the 
hands of their Enemies, who would ſurely de. 
prive them of their Fruitful Canazy: Nor was 
this fear the leaſt Flaw in the Jewel of his Faith, 
Þut rather an Holy Ray that darted from it. 
It abates not at all of the Perfetiions of God, that 
he is Fealous, The Church is his Spouſe, he i; 
Afarried to her, and would have her Holy as 
Himſelf. If Abraham to the Promile of a Sed, 
and an Inheritance for them, might have another 
to ſecure them in it, by a Falth and Spirit like 
his own , which would entitle them to Divine 
Favour and ProteCtion, ſurely this would Ter- 
minate kis Deſires, and compleat up all his Hapni- 
rels. | 
Abraham 18 content to go Iſſucleſs ſtill; rather 
than be the miſerable Parent of Rebel: againſt 


Heaven. The Arrows that are ſhot by wicked Chil. 


dren againſt the Honour of God, pierce by the way 
throuh the hearts of their wounded fathcrs , and 
make them bleed, God is lo well pleaſed with 
the Workings of Abraham's thoughts, and took 
i: fo kindly from him, that he had honoured 
him by ſo abſolute Reſignation of his Faith, or 
the bare ward of his Promiſe, That from hence 
forth he ſhall have little cauſe to queſtion the 
Perfarmance of all his furure Engagements, for 
now he reſolves to confirm them all by ſtronger 
Bars thay thoſe that Heaven and Earth arc pow 

| TONE 


. > ME RT {wo Ree oe OR OI: 


ther 
ainſt 
Chil. 
5 may 
and 
with 
took 
zured 
_ 
1ENC 
1 the 
;, for 
5nger 
enVi- 
roncd 


ſure upon the Violation; of them, and ſhall have 
liberty to plead the Breach of Arricles againſt him 
in the Court of Honour, ſhoald he fail in any 
point of Performance. Nor were they back- 


ward (as Vatablus tells us) for notwithſtanding! 
themſelves were ſo careleſs in keeping the Coun- 


ter-conditions, that obliged them. to Obedience 
and Duty ; And by their continual Violations, hz 
evacuated the whole Covenant, and wrenched' off 


all the Seals, yet would they be ſo Impudent, 


to reproach him with a #ailure on his Parr, and 
trequently twit him with it, when their Trca- 
cheries had at any time provoked him to bring in 
an Enemy upon them, or put them -into Baniſh- 
ment and Sufferings: Recordare federis inter ſeg- 
menta mii. Remember the League made with 
Abraham our Father, when the 1eifer' was cut in 
train, and thou pafſedſt through the parts thereof. 


| There was a Cuſtom (as elſewhere, ſo) in Chal- 


dea ( whereof therefore Abraham could not be 
12norant ). That for confirming Covenants, theſe 
Ceremonies paſſed among!t them ; A Beaſt was 
killed and divided into two equal Parts, which 
Parts were brought forth and laid at ſome di- 
ſtance Over againſt each other, the Feaderates 
paſſing between them,” and ſolemnly imprecating 
on themſelves the ſame Death and Ruine, (fo to 
be killed and cut in pieces as the Beaſt) if they 
ſhonld firſt break the Covenant and Agreement 


made betw=en them. The equal Diviſion of the- -: 


g 4 Beaſt 
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roned with. He 1s content to enter into-a Sacred 
Covenant with him, that ſhall oblige his Holineſs, 
Honour and Truth in fuch irrefragable Tyes, 
that Abrahams Heirs may Sue him at their ple2-. 


2” 


Pore "+ 02 8 ” © y > $ 8 - _ - RTTe , . TIT = Er'N ng > a = + = . bs 6 * "DNL: 21 & an 
Ped rt. Sf , ”m dg. _ - at. = $-£ - Ws ® ha RW. £ 6.4, 6-05. IR ET Et, oe "TI . —_ NEOES—0> _— , WE ne Gor ES. 
: - i EI PE . -- 2 oY £15 — 3 4» ; X "7 Wy: == —% - + _- = _ ET... #46 + £ . TE 6 IH. ; wt , ; 
” P-4 AE: _ GY - mt oen © oth 3 »Y OS 695 CL”. S-2- Po —_—_— OE - C2 FL a... + "* ("es 2 WI wy ” 
- > Wl 11 ” - t ot »y > ©- by <- REO: __ '%, 8 = 3 Sees V EN py # Fox ME. rl - F 2 D 
. oo AſO pn. EX 208 ” - <p 4 * "173 7 Id < 44. A w_ es ding: L- = 1 PENS 1D OP, EEE AF7 " at . . > ——_— : 
= $* OR out ol Ou abt oe ww Ys er SL; < e ; 2 "4 
: . "6 Bo Fs w "Wo dnt of ama . » oy "4 : 
— + _=— ber 17 4 CE x Fa ” Ps, - 7 v _ £v* bx : by 7 
x} EE To ECO 6 - he - - viegy Pe = *; > CPE} Oe ana > 3 So wy 5 : 5 6-1 p 4 
4--, 8 £4 3 0 15 CREE wy 4 a 2 hy 3.7 4 F X Ac bk by Np os 636 ta _ ; w 4 T4 
TH. 4> <<; diy bm- 4-4 >a A. ht 0 4% » bY = . ®, AITS,, Cc % ” 2 : = th "ws , 
” . : " wy 7 y . þ xy ($; « FN 9 ſe" 0 = - 5 
LS daaga—. 4-4 . - _ Xen 1 * RI  - WEITF ag, p " — ae: 
Wn —_— os _ , p #127 


6 Fes Shop or 
ACE _-_ 
"x — Wa 5-2 
EE Eq —þ Te by C $ 
CN Croen, ao. —_ 


©» > 


08 RBemarques on the Life 
Beaſt ſeeming to repreſent the Unity of Will in 
both Parties, and their + mutual ſatisfaction in 
the, Conditions of the League. In Conformity 
to-this-Cyſtom; Abraham is ordered to get ready 
his Herfer, 'and with that, a Goat and a Ram, all 
of three; years Age; and to thele a Turtle Dove 
and. a young Fizeon, to Prepare and place them 
in order, ['2galaſt {uch- time as the Lord would 
pleaſe. to--come - down to paſs thorough them. 
In that the Beaſts were multiplied, it ſignified a 
{urer Ratification of the Covenant. The Condi. 
tions on Gods: part were, That he would ſurely 
give unto Abraham for his Poſterity the whole 
Kingdoms of Canaan for a Poſlefſion. Abraham 
Conditions for his Children, ' That they there- 
fore ſhould keep the Laws of the Lord, and walk 
in his ways, as himſelf would give them Example. 
Gods Paſling-thorovgh the divided parts in the 
Appearance of F:ire and Smoak, and Abraham's 
walking through the mid(t of. them, confirmed 
the Covenant, and finiſhed rhe. Tranſaction. 
Now muſt this be unto Abraham an infallible 
Aſſurance; God. could not deny Himſelf, nor his 
Coverant,, He may .ceale diſputing for the 
future, How ſhall I know that I ſhall inherit it ? 
There are Authors that make Critical Qbſerva- 
tions, firit oa the. Age of the Beaſts, which 
were All to be three years Old,' and ſignified that 
this Covenant reiated. only to the Carzal Poſte. 
rity of Abraham ( ſor there follows another for 
his Spiricual,. which was to-endure for evermore) 
who ſhouid enjoy Canaan during Three Remark- 
able .Terminations of time. The firſt from 
Abraham himſelf to Moſes; The ſecond, from 
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Moſes to David, The third, from David to 
Chriſt, when by their bitter Uſage and Cruelty 
towards Him , the whole Articles were torn to 
pieces, and themſelves ſent packing out of their 
good Land, having no longer a Promiſe of it. 

The Miracle of Gods Condeſcention in binding 
Himſelf up to his Creatures, is a SubjeC& for 
Angels to pry into, and for Saints to praiſe him 
for ever : Yet is not this all that Abraham ſhall 
be gratified in, there is ſtill a farther Honour 
God will confer on his Favourite : He ſhall be 
admitted into his own Privy-Council of Heaven, 
and the Arcana Imperii, the Myſteries of State 
that are lock'd up in the ſecret Cabinet of his 
Boſom, ſhall be diſcloſed to him. He ſhall here 
have a perfe&t Proſpet# into all the Occurrences 
of his Family for many hundred years after,which 
firſt he ſhall diſcover in a Type, and then in clearer 
words. '' © 

Firſt, The Beaſts and the Birds do more gene- 
rally ſhew him the different Natures of his Chil- 
dren; ſome bearing brutiſh AﬀeCtions, creeping 
upon the Face of the Earth as Beaſts; others 
Soaring ina more Spiritual Element, All their aims 
aſpiring after Heaven. ' Again more particularly, 
The very Herfer, a Laborious Slave ſubjefted to 
the Collar, ſhall Propheſie to him the Servitude 
of his Children under the Egyptian Yoke, the very 
Age of her ſhall ſhew him the term of that Slavery 
for Three Generations together.But then the Turrle, 
a Solitary Bird, that delights in the Deſare, ſhall 
ſhew him alſo their Removal thence,and wandring 
in the Wilderneſs for Forty years. And the 
Pidgeon, a Fowl that loves to be How'd , _—_ 
lea 
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lead him to the ſight of his Family fixedly ſettled 
in the Cities of Canaan. The very Sleep he fel} 
into, 1s Prognoſtick of his laſt End; and the 
horrour of Darkneſs that came upon him, Pro- 
Phelied the grievous Troubles and diſmal Afficti- 
ons his Children would fall into, as hardly ſhouid 
they diſcover any Light of hope for deliverance 
irom them: God having foreſhewn all theſe 
tuture Events unto Avraham, expounds them 
afrerwards in a plain Declaration of Words, 
wherein he is comforted againſt all the Sorrows 
of his Poſterity, by their certain Redemption 
trom them, and his own long Lite ending in a 
Qunier and Bleſſed Death: The Ceremony being 
ended, Abraham is confirmed for ever. 

Obſerve here how the whole Scene of all con- 
tingent Emerzencies befalling the Creatures, and 
iſſuing upon Kingdoms, Families and Perſons 
throughout-all Ages of Time, hang all up in Ore 
fair Table, Open and Naked in the Light of Gods 


Omniſcient Eye , unalterably fixed by his firm | 


D-crees, and all unavoidable by any Power or 
Wiidom of Men. How vainly then doth Hu- 
mane Weakneſs Plat to break the Links of his 
Providences, which his own Mighty Arm hath 
lo nndiflolvably chain'd together ; That all the 
Combinations of Men or Devils do but weary 
themſelves while they ldlely endeavour to break 
them. 

_ Takealſoa View of the Road to the Heavenly 
Canaan; The Land is confirmed to Abraham and 
his Heirs, with all the Aſſurances that a God 
can make him. Yet &er they poſleſs ir, they 
maſt orÞ down into Egypt, and ſuffer a tedious 
Afﬀiiction 
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Afﬀiiftion there , under the Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion of a Cruel Pharaoh; and thence into 
an Howling Wilderneſs, to live by Faith in the 
want of all things, but what an immediate hand 
from Providence ſhould reach out to them. Thus 
we paſs ſtill from the Slaveries of the World, to 
the Izberitance in Glory, from hard Laborrs to 
an Eternal Sabbath, from crying to God becauſe 
of Oppreſlion , to rejoycing in God becauſe of 
Exaltation ; from a Valley of Tears to a Moun- 
tain of Joy; from a State of Bondage to Ever- 
laſting Zzberty : Through Flames of Perſecution, 
into Endleſs Delc&ation ; from a Weariſome Prl- 
erimage, to an Everlaſting Reſt, Patiently muſt 
we tread the Steps that all others have peſſed 
before us. God himſelf had his Work before he 
Refied;, The Bleſſed Feſus had Hrs, which he muſt 
bring to PerfeC&tion, er ever he hath Confidence 
to go toe his Father; I have finiſhed the work. 
thou haſt given me t0 do, and now I come to thee. 
He walks firſt to the Croſs, -c'er ever he re- 
ceives the Crown, and arinks of the brook, 1n the 
way, ecr his Glorious Head is Exalted The 
Apoſtles and Adartyrs ſwim to Heaven thorough 
the Red Sea of their own Blood, and rhrough 
many Tribulations muſt we all enter into the Km, - 
com of God, Ridiculouſly do we hope for an 
ealter way , than which all the Holy Pilgrims 
have gone before us, and God in his Wiſdom 
hath chalked out to us _by his Eternal] Decrees 
to walk in. Let vs Gkince for a Moment on 
the People of theſe Kingdoms , at whoſe Doors 
God hath lately ſealed Leaſes of Ejedtment by 
his Irrevocable Oath unto Abraham , They 
merrily 
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merrily paſs their years away, they laugh at 
Fear, not a Melancholly Thought dares approach 
their Hearts; They Correct the Infolency of 
thoſe Groundleſs Dreads that ſuggeſt but the 
leaſt Jealouſie of any future Danger. Every day 
is an Holiday with them; They keep a perpetual 
Carmval, and diſtill all the Luxurious I1ſucs of 
their Country into Spirits, which ſerve them to 
exhiterate their On into Mirth and Pollity ; 
They Sacrifice to their 7dols in profuſe Libations, 
and pay them the liberal Tributes of their grate- 
fal Aﬀections under all the Peace and Proſpe- 
rity they enjoy. While now the Fatal Sentence 
had paſled out from Heaven againſt them, and 
the Hand-mriting of Ruine ſtuck on the Walls of 
every Houſe in Canaan, and there ſhall reſt till 
they undermine themſelves, and an heavy hand 
of Judgment gives Fire to thoſe Trains which 
ſhall ſurprizingly blow them up for ever. Take 
heed, Reader, the caſe be not thine own : Sm 
is an Engineer tm the Dark, that 1s ever con- 
triving the means of our utter Deſolation. 
There is a Faux in thine own Boſom, with a 
Match ready lighted to do Exccution, while thou 
dreamelt not in the leaſt of a Danger upon thee, 
and art all the while heaping up Wrath againſt 
rhe day of Wrath, and Ting up thoſe Faggots 
with thine own'Hands, which ſhall ſhortly be 
enkindled to burn thee out of all thine Earthly 
Comforts, and ſend thce yet into hotter Flames 
than theſe. And whilſt thou lyeſt in the Lap 
of theſe Dalilah's, God knows how ſoon the 
Philiſtines may be npon thee ; And what knowelt 


thou, but the Decree may be gone forth againſt 
thee 
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thee already, and thou haſt nothing that ſecures 
thy Stay but the pure Parience of that God 
whom daily thou abuſeſt, that doth yet wait, 
and Reprieves thee from the Writ of Execution. 
'Tis well known that Thoſe in the Wilderneſs, 
in the midſt of their ſecurity had an Oath 
clapt upon them becauſe of their Provocations, 
which they could never get off 'till their Car- 
kaſes feil; they were ſ9 fettered by it that: it 
was impoſſible for them to get into Canaan - 
And yet had they a few ſun-ſhine Summers grant- 
ed them, (as theſe condemned Amorites,) they 
ran about a while with God's Cxr/e upon them, 
as the manacled Priſagers of his Wrath. To 
ſmall ends of true Comfort and Safety is it 
to be thrown upon a Cexch of Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure, ( wrapt in ſoft and filken Wreaths of 
Security and Peace) and there to ſlumber 'rill 
Death and Judgment dragg thee thence, and 
tumble thee down into a Bed of Flames for 
ever. 
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Abraham by Sarah's Per/waſions goeth in un- 
to. Hagar, ſhe concerveth and grows proud ; 
being afflitted of her Miſtreſs ſhe fleeth in- 
to the Wilderneſs, where an Angel meets 
her and turns her vack. The Birth of 
Iſhmael. 


Hile Avraham walks on (in Confidence 

V of this Covenant ) with full Vigour and 
Strength of Soul, Sarah's Hopes decline with 
her Years, and comes {imping after him with 
a weary foot : The Promiſe of a Seed had been 
made to her Lord, but ir was not yet revealed 
by what Yexter he ſhould enjoy it, moſt proba- 
bly from any other than her own Barrex one : 
And rather than this Tree: of Righteouſneſs ſhould 
want Branches and Fruit, ſhe is content that he 
Jnoculate on'a Crab-ſtock - ( No wonder then the 
Production prove but wild and ſowre, participa- 
ting more of the Juice of the degenerous Root 
than the ſweeter Nature of the trne Plane; ) 
but rather than to be no Aforher, ſhe is ſatts- 
fied with being one at ſecond Hand, and is will 
ing to rock her Maids Cradle; and doubtleſs 
ſhe had great Kindneſs for Hagar, who was moſt 
happy in ſach a Miſtreſs, that would gratifie 
her fzithiul Service with that unuſual Civility 
of ſending her Husband to Bed to her. This 1s 
not the ordinary manner of Womens Kindneſs, 
who 
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who will part with every thing ſooner than the 
Monopoly of their Husbands Love, But Sarah's 
Caſe began to be deſperate, who notwithſtand- 
ing the repeated Promiſes of Children made to 
her Abraham, was yet never the leſs Barren 
than before ; and it being never yet ſaid that 
the Heir ſhou!d be born of her Body, ſhe knew 
not but that God himſelf might 1nſpire her to 
make the orion, and ſpeak the good Word to 
her Lord for Hagar ; therefore ſhe contrives to 
lend away a piece of his Heart to her aid, 
and to admit her as the ſecondary Cbjz& of his 
Aﬀe&tions, and ſhould not much repent it, if 
ſhe ſtill contain Her ſelf within her Limits, and 
pay her the Jutiful Reſpect owing to ſo kind a 
Miſtreſs. 

Tis diſputed whether Avraham or Sarah, ei- 
ther or neither of them, ſinn'd zgairſt God in 


this Action. For Him 'tis argued, that he did 


it not from any Motion of Luſt, who notwith- 
itanding his He's Barrenneſs, had never been 
tempted to wander in his Afﬀettions from her, 
but humbly waited upon God to effect his Pro- 
miſes by thoſe means which himſelf had decreed 
to produce them, and had never upbraided his 
deareſt Wite of her Steriry, the only Impedi- 
ment to his Happineſs in a Son. Nor was it 
contrary to the Cuſtom of Nations, and that as 
yet there was no Law expreſled againſt Polypa- 
my. Nor was he himſelf firſt in the Motion, 
but was led to it by the Deſire, Approbation, 
and Conſent of his Sarah. But above a!, ſince 
God had told him that all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhould be blefſed in his ſeed, he might poſlidly in- 
Curr 
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curr the danger of God's diſpleaſure, if by any 
default of his own he ſhould hinder the Salua- 
tion of the World. The Promiſe being only to 
himſelf and not unto Sarah, of having ſuch Ifſte 
as might render it happy ; he had now waited 
already Tem Years for the Accompliſhment of 
that Promiſe, and might poſſibly think himſelf 
obliged from the Tradition ſo common, Si Mu- 
lier non pepereret intra decem Amnnos, tenetur ejus 
Mearitus ad primam, ſecundam ducere Uxorem, — 
If the Woman bear. no Child within ten Years, 
her Husband may take a ſecond Wife to the 
firſt. Theſe are the Arguments commonly uſed 
for Abraham. © 

For Sarah ?tis pleaded; That ſhe bore the In- 
felicity of her Barrenneſs with an humble refig- 
nation, and not with that Impatiency as after. 
wards did Rachel her Graud-daughter : And that 
ſhe thought her ſelf uaworchy ſo great an Ho- 
nour as to be the Mother of the bleſſed Seed, 
and did not ul at all in confulting the Means by 
which ſo great a Bleſſing might be derived to 
Mankind ; ſhe attempered her ſelf+ to the D:- 
vine Will, and will not envy that glory to her 
Hand-maid. She took It heavily that ſo great 
2 Perſon as Abraham ſhould be deprived of the 
Blcfling of Chi/drey, and that her own Incapa- 
city ſhoald make void the Promiſes of God. 
See my Lord Abraham, God hath reſtrained un- 
worthy me from Bearing, thou vainly expeCteſlt 
Crildren from me; and | plainly perceive that 
God intends me not the Honour of making thee 
2 joyful Father, if he did, he hath the Key of 
re Wong, and mi> bit ealily heal my Barrennels: 
buy 
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but fiace ?cis not his good pleaſure, I humbly 
ſubmit my ſelf and chearfully give way to ano- 
ther : It matters not munch whether 1 bear or 
no, but it concerns all the World that thou 
haſt that ſeed which muſt make it haypy : The 
Child of my 24aid will be 44me by Law, and 
I ſhall embrace and Adopr it as my own. In 
this Glaſs we may villbly perceive her Reve- 
verence and Love to her Husband, and beyond 
that, her Pious Care for all the World ; and 1s 
blameable in nothing but what 1s common to all 
her Sex, a lIfttle Impatience and over-running 
the Decree of God, who is wiſe enough to fluſh 
our callow Precipitancies, and Ripen them all to 
flye to his Glory. And it may be a greater than 
Abraham or Sarah "was here in the Council ; for 
we may well know how ſerviceable Hagar proves 
to the whole Church of Gad, in lending not 
only an Hand to dreſs up an Allegory, but her 
Shoulder to9, to juſtle our the Old Covenant, 
which was {o unwilling to give way to the 
New. 

The: Hevrews (X) to keep up the Honour of 
Avraham, and that he degraded not himſelf by 
entring into the Chamber of Hagar, will needs 
have us to believe that ſh2 was of Royal Ex- 
traction, and Daughter to the King of Egype ; 
they wiil not own him to have entred into a 


meaner Bed than that of a Priceſs ; but while 


they ſeek to keep up the Reputation of their 
Father, they fee not how foully they betray the 
ul manners of their Aorber, who after her Con- 


(*) Hanc fuilſe Pharaonis filiam dicunt Hebrai. Lyra. 
h CepLtion, 
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ception treated the Daughter of a King ſo hard- 
ly. Be her Birch what it will, *'twas Honour 
enough to Hazar to be ſecond in Abrahams Aﬀe- 
Ctions, and for his ſake to wear the Dignity in 
Holy Records of being the Grand-mother of 
tweive Princes. 

Hagar's Spirits ſwell with her Belly, ſhe nouriſhes 
the En:bryo and a Tympany together : The height of 
her Pride plainly demonſtrates the lownef of her 
Birth. Right Noble Blood ſweetly ſtreams in the 
happy Channel of its ownrich Yeizs,when the baſer 
Gore, like Jordan, breaks all bounds, and. over- 
floweth all its Banis : There are no Retmns can bridle 
up the Infolency of a proud UV/urper. He that 
manages well enough the little Piznace of a ſmaller 
Fore19e, grows giddy when riding with a 7op- 
Gallant. Hegar humble enough in the Cloſer, 
grows Arrogant under her Preferment to the 
Bed of Sarah. Behold, ſhe which dragged two 
Kings at the Charior Wheels of her Beauty, 1s 
here deſpiſed - in the Eyes of her own aid, 
The Concubine of Abraham inſults over his 
Lady, Pretenders to Religion, who force a 
Kiſs from eſs, ( with Judas ) Sell his Perſon, 


3nd break the Pezce of his Family, when thoſe 


that of a long time have lain in his Boſom 
( with Job ) ſeek above every thing to pre- 
{ſcrve it. The young Jilts of an Upſtart Pro- 
feſſion, have frequently rent the Church into 
thoſe gaping Schiſms which an whole Council 
of Fathers have hardly been able to clole up. 
This Urder-ſucher from the firſt diſcovery of 
her 6:4ding out, waxes moit infufterably haugh- 
ty in that /ap which ſhe had thiev'd irom — 
oP 
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Top brauch. "Tis ſhe that muſt make her Lord 
happy in that Frair, which his Sarah had never 
the Honour to bear him : ; (X) as if God himſelf 
had given her a Bill of Divorce from that Dig- 
nity and Abraham's Bed together, to make ſole 
room for her fclf, the Ek# Mother of the great 
Heir that was to come : She ſeems a Zpe of 
Diotrephes, who would ſhove out the beloved Diſ- 
ciple, to get the Preheminence into his own 
hands over all the Hoxſho!d of God. Ambition 
is a dangerous Peſizleace in the ſacred Building, 
and eats through the very Rafrers of ir. This 
Bond-woman grows 1o intolerably high, that com- 
mon Prudence neceſſitates her hambling : Sarah 
is reſolved to cut her Comb, and brea k the Egg 
of this Cockatrice ere it he hatched into a Ser- }. 
pent ; if ſhe hiſs already, ſhe may chance to 
bire hereafter. How doth God frequently blaſt 
thoſe Councils that derive not dire&tion from 
the Sanftnary! Now is the goodly frame of Sa- 
rah's Project fallen upon her own Head, and 
ready to break it, while ſhe vainly contrived 
to build the Houſe of Abraham with this un. 
rempered Mortar : So infalltbly will they be de- 
ceived who think to preferr the*Hagarine Hu- 
mours of Nature into a Conjunction with Di- 
vine Grace, and put them to Bed tozether in. 
hopes of an eternal 1ſze : where inſtead of 
Generating an Heir to Abraiam, they tall to 
cratching each other, and nothing appears but 


Cm . ith, 
—— -_- w— 


. (*) Deſpexit eam tanquam a diving Promiſſo repudiatam. 
Lyra; 
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a mad Iſhmael, that flyes in the Face of every 
one, without any Favour to its own Benefattors., 
Gold and Dirt make an 1ll Mixture, and but 
daubs the Fingers of him that endeavours to 
temper them together. In ſhort, Sarah per- 
celives her Folly, and too late repents her pre- 
cipitant Counſels; who by calling up her Maid 
to ſtand Cheek by Fole with her ſelf, ſoon dif- 
covered the danger of being overtopp'd in her 
own Houſe, ſhould ſhe thus go on to raiſe her 
Heels fo high, and perk up ſo lottily as ſhe be- 
gan : She reſolves therefore to put in her Bl 
of Complairt, thongh ſhe knew not the Iſſue 
of her Suit, fince ( ſhe fears) the Fudge him- 
ſelf is a Party againſt her, and too openly fa- 
vours her Aaverſary : Yea, ſhe is bold in her 
Declaration to Accuſe him downright of an un- 
juſt Complivace, and ( ſhould that fail ) ſhe doubts 
not to prove him guilty of too great a Conni- 
vance at the Inſolencies of his Anion : And was 
really Jealous that her New Sheets: had feloni- 
ouſly drawn away all his old Aﬀections from 
her ſelf. But ſhould ſhe find him no kind Char: 
cellour,, ſhe reſolves to Appeal unto God Him- 
telf, who wonld ſurely look into the Aerirs of 
ber Cauſe, and paſs a molt equitable Sentence 
{or her. 

Abraham the ſole Arbiter of this Difference 
{mindful of his Saravs Fidelity to him under al] 
the Temptations of Pharaoh's Court) cannot 
now juſtifiably warp from his Integrity to her 
for the ſake of any Egyprian Slave, and is wile 
enough to allay the heat of Sarah's fury, by 
giving her fſatisfaftory Evidence of the coldneſs 

of 


of the G:eat Abraham. III 


of his Love to Hagar, which he could manifelt 
in nothing more clearly to her, than by calling 
her up to the Bench, and leaving her there to 
paſs her own Decree. "Behold thy Maid is m thy 
hand, do ro her as it pleaſeth thee : Very Prudent 
and Admirable Fuſtice, fince (who 1s ignorant) 
that from the little Sparks of Contention, in- 
kindled by Ambition and Jealon fie, on the Spirit 
of Women, have too often iſſued thoſe Fires 
which have burned to a dreadful Conflagration. 
The Sword in their Lips have been ſnatched 
thence into the Hands of their Husbands, and 
made blondy work in the Church of God. 
Abraham yields the Cornc:hine to be blown up, 
to prevent the running of the Flame any far- 
ther in his Family; and (for ought we can find) 
Sarah ſpares for no Powder. How happy and 
Righteous were we, if in this we could imi- 
tate our Father, and in the buſtling Brolls be- 
tween Fleſh and Spirit, ever take part with the 
high-born Soul, lahouring under all the proud 
Tyrannies of her Inſulting baſer Enemy, deliver- 
Ing her up to ſuffer the juſt penalties of her Inſo- 
lence and Folly, who muſt be dealt with as a 
Slave, and throughly humbled, leaſt ſhe make 
the whole Hoſe roo hot for us here, and at lalt , 
lead us away Priſoners with her, and both pe- 
riſh together.——1 keep under my Body, and bring 
it into ſubjettion, leaſt I my ſelf become a caſt-away. 
But tho Paul was happy and ſucceſsful in 
the Methods of his Diſcipline over his Fleſh ; yer 
all the ſeverity Sarah could make ule of, did 
little work any Change upon her Bond-woman, to 
reduce her within Boxnds of her Duty. O the 
h 3 __ 
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Stranger. . The World was miſtaken in them, if 
they. were not Notorious already. They thought 
ſhe had come to-Town to have improved her elf 
rather by them, and added to_her happineſs in 
their Company, than thus miſchievouſly: to Plot 
againſt them. Beſides, 'twas rudely done of her, 
not to give them the Priority of the Invitation; 
They like not ſhe ſhould be 1o great with their 
Husbands. 

The Empreſs was of too ſenſible a_Spirit to 
paſs by the Afﬀeront, without the juſt Revenge 
payable to it.” She will make them know that 
ſhe hath not ſo /ow aSoul to put up ſuch an Afﬀront 
- to her Honoar, ſo tamely as they imagin ; And 
is very glad that themſelves give the. firſt Occa- 
lion of the Breach, they ſhall quickly feel the 
effes of their ſtubborn Folly and Rebellion: 


If the Spzrir of Purity hath drawn a Curtain; 


over that G/cene Advice, that.once was whiſper'd 
by '*he Curſed - Sorcerer into Balak's. Ears, and 
hath modeſtly hinted the time only, when the, 
wicked Counſel was giyen, which prov'd fo fat; 
to the poor Children of Abraham : Marvel not, 


Reader, if my Pen bluſh to deſcribe the unnaturalz; 


Revenge which the Sorceref dictated to the Men 


of Sodom, whoſe hot purſuit of her perniciousſoq, 


Orders, was the Torch: that lighted the Flame 


_ of their Ruine, andſtamped upon them the black 


Character of Exceedingly Wicked. *Tis enough i 
_ thou know that God gave them up to the molt vil 
lanous Exorbitancies, and the fury of unnatural; 
an& unaccountable Luſts ; to Charge an Incubus ſg 


and. Raviſh Pluto, while Nature. it elf recoils aiÞ,, 


. the Horrour of ſo. Infernal a Courtſhip, * ; 
| FE rid 
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_ - Pride checkles at the happy ſucceſs of her Pro- 
jet, and finds: her Dz/ciples ſo trattable', that 
li i ſhe reſolves to raiſe an Academy in the City, to 
ncrainup Youth to Szcceſſion: Her ſelf will fit in 
ot Wl the Chair, and Read Gally Lefares of Debauche- 
ry and the blackeſt Arts, and thoſe ſo Publick, 

oi that none ſhall pretend the want of Opportunity 
eto paſs into the greateſt -Proficiencies in them. 
She deſigns them all for Epidemical Profit, and 
tolitherefore ſhall be performed in,open School. She 
celebrates /mpudence' as a glorious Vertye, and 
to-be found Bluſhing is preſent Expulſion, , (tho' 
few were found in Sodom of that Maidenly Com- 
plexton. ) - Epicurns hath but ftollen his princi- 
-Wples from her: / She ' aſſures them thar: che Soul 
cies with the Body, and there is nothing better 
tran to. Eat aud Drink; They. muſt contemplate 
nothing but Sexfxality and the Palate, prateſting,to 
hem how great a God the Belly was 7 and, that 
nothing, would fatisfie this Deiry better;, than 

when they made much of themſelves. ,The.more 
hey Ofer to him, the ſooner. ſhould they, ex- 
perience the Bleſſing, to whoſe Sacrifices their 
urallfir;elds and Herds yielded. them fo cheap. an Aſſiſt- 
ance, that they would-be the ungratefulleſt Per- 
"ons living, ſhould they not load his Mrars.with 
amWheir frequent /iftms, | wt” | 
black This Doctrine ſounded fo ſweetly in. their 
ars.,..and- was -ſuited ſo fitly to their patural 
F-onltitutions, that you-might have ſeen, the Fur- 
1"Siture of their ſtately F/ajns taken off and de- 
ub SFoted to the Yoratiops.Guiph of Gluregny: | Each 
1s P2rb agd-Forreft ſentt jin their liberal Contribu- 
. .Mi9ns:3 the Luſcious Yeniſap is immur'd.3n Pales 
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. of Paſte; The ſtately Taurm dreſs'd up with 
Gilded Horns and Flowery Garlands, preſenting 


bimſelf in Sacrifice to the great Color. Beafts lie 


mangled on every Stall, and more Shambles or. 
dered to be preſently built; a general ſlaughter 
is proclaimed. The innocent Inhabitants of the 
Air cannot flie 1ff peace for them, and the Scal 
Nations are made to ſwim in Ponds of Buerer, 
Diſhes march-in Battel Array, and Jolly Boles go 
Round ,, while Gomorrah Smoaks too, and the 
Five Cirzes are all but one Kirchen. Hogſheadsibleed, 
. and the- Conduits run with the Blood of Noah' 
Vintage. Auſick and Songs, Good Cheer and Win, 
and Wine, and Songs, and Muſick, and Good Cheer; 
an Health,and an Health,and Ten thouſand Healths to 
berwho had made Sodom happy,and brought a perpetna 
Holy-day with her : Teaching them the true en 


and ufe of Life, and merrily to paſs their Time 


away. When before her Arrival , their dayz 
were ſpent in carking Cares, and ' ſoliciton 
Thoughts for the World, which baſely Caprtiv' 
them: in the Chains of a ſordid Bondage, ' and 
made them very Slaves to their own degenerou 
Humours, from all which ſhe had fo happil 
freed them, and open'd the Gates of that grate 

Liberty, that makes every Mortal ſo Happy 
. Pride, Fulneſs of Bread, and abundance of Idlent 


Was n her. 4 


The poor Women finding how the Game rant 


began to'relent, and think it folly to ſtand ou 
any longer. They fall in with the Humor 
the Time; and ſee Coyneſs, and 'Sriffpeſs gro 

quite out .of Faſhion. They found themſelv: 


loſers already by an unprofitable I | 
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of SOD OM, &:. II; 
which (if they perſiſted in) might in a little 
time, render their whole Sex but needleff and im- 
modiſh, ſince there was. no ſtanding againſt her 
who {ſwayed all \the Town. They are willing 
therefore to yidd a little and out of Policy to be 
more tra&able, -ſince very zeceſſity drave them to 
it. They think upon Terms of Accommodation 
with the Empref,, who they hope is not ſo Im- 
placable*by Nature, . but may be by ſom? means 
appeaſed again, while themſelves will give her 
thoſe fair Demonſtrations of future Conformity, 
which may work her to better Apprehealions of 
them. To thys ead they let looſe all the Reins 
of Modeſty and Chaſtity , (by which they think) 
they had been Reſtrained too long already, to 
run in a full career_ the Race of all Licenciouſ- 
neſs and Luſt : Yertue grows a very Burden and 
hateful to them. Pleaſure the only brave 
Goddeſs they Adore, in whole Service they are ſo 
ſaperſtirious and ſevere, .that they devote their 


iv whole Time and Studies to approve themſelves 


her molt Bigorrcd Yotaries. The ſnares of Temps 
tation are weaved by every Hand, they -dreſs 
iy themſelves up into all the Advantages of. Love, 
and have Exchange of Complexions that ſuit with 
the ſeveral Fancies of every new Adnirer. That 
day is loſt that is not bleſs'd with freſh Aſignations 
of to Morrows Joys, and they awake to nothing 
but renewed As of Yeſterdays Frolicks.. They 
Wtake care not to appear too frequently in the ſame 
Garb, Ridicu/inr thoſe of m:anzr Fortune whoſe 
Abilitizs ſupply them not tothe ſam? Variety of 
ceſs. Tnzy lo>k with ſcorn on thoſe tha Retire 
hemſclves to the Inner Rooms with the TO. 
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, [of keeping at Home, 'who bave not the Invi- 
cation to Gallant it abroad, 'or be bleſſed with the 
Courtſhips of -a ſecrer Love. They are Mad that 
Nature had not lodg'd upon them'the moſtygkilling 
Charms of Luſt, which they ſtve to ſupply by 
Artificial Means-, and". the bhewitching Arts of 
Language and Wir. - They-— But alas! My 
very Ink bluſhes to paſs any further, ' and the 
humour of our Age needs little InſtruCtion into 
courſes they Imitate already ſo mach tothe Life. 
When the great Ninive was ripe for Judgment, 
God'ſfent them a Propher to give them notice of 
their approaching Raine -( and ggve them 'Forty 
days to'confider of the Mellage ;) the Breath of 
whoſe Mouth: blew them All to' the Ground in 
the deepeſt Agonies of Terror and Sorrow. Pro- 
clamatious iſſue out 'for a General Faſt, and the 
whole "Court (for Example to the People ) are 
wrapt in Sack-cloth, and the Aſhes on their Heads, 
very happily prevented the whole Ciry from be- 
ing turned all into Cinders. When God himſelf 


drew Arguments of Pity from their preſent Pe-Þ! 


nance, the Tears of the Children and the* very 

Looing of the Cattle, turns his Heart, and prevails 

to revoke the Decree. Burt ſuch was the fearful| 

Defe@tion of Sodom, that the Inhabitants there 

were more Brutiſh than the Beaſts ; ſo Pamper 
and 'Shining, 'fo ready and fit for the Slauphrer, 
.that hereſolves now by an-Immutable Decree, to 
-Offer' up an Holocauſt of them all, to the honoul 
* of his Juſtice, and the Eternal Memorial of the 
Sacrifice: ſo Grear and Exceeding were thell 
Provocations, ' that he will not deal with them * 
with other Sinners, and -ſummon them ſeverall) 
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* Judgment, as they are taken and Arreſted by 
Death: But-a Commiſſion, of Oyer and. Terminer 
at Wl ſhall be ſealed for their immediate Tryal and 
ng Execution : Giving all the World notice by their 
Pre-damnation, what themſelves muſt expect for 
of the ſame Guilts at: the General Conflagration. * 
uy 4nd now Sodorn, the laſt Scene of thy Tragedy 
he Mis juſt upon Atting, and the merry Barquer of thy 
mo Luxury. is-haſtening to an End : Wrath and De- 
- Wiruction bring in the. Foider, Tables and Gueſts 
nt, Mare hurried away together. Thou haſt enjoyed 
of Ma long and pleaſant Day to Act the Comedy of thy 
riy Mirth, but now it's dying into an Eternal Night. 
of {The Play is over, and the Huſick is ended. *T'was 
' in {Mall but a Frolzck, and Frolicks are grown ſo Na- 
>, tural and Cuſtomary to thee, that even in Death 
the thou canſt not leave them, thou wilt A4& one 
areſWmore, and thy Laſt, upon the very Ladaer,. and 
ads Wbat ſhall ſhut up all for ever. 

The Exccutioncrs of Juſtice drawing near to the 
ſel{MGates, . the Genteel Lor (who had learned from 
 Pe-(bis Unkle the generous Duty of Hoſpitality and 
reryſ{Lindneſs). perceiving them entring , was there 
rail{Witting,.ready to offer them a free and courteous 
rfallſ@2virarion to his Honſe, (little thinking they 
herefÞrought with. them the Writ for the Burning it 
xergſÞnd the whole City together.) He 1s Cordial 
brer $2 bis Civility, that no pretence of excuſe ſhall 
>, toſPrevail upon him to be denied, He knew the 
nouifÞcreets of Sodom were too dangerous for Strangers 
f theo lodge in, when the ſtrongelt Bolrs could hard- 
thei) fecure them from the Inſolencies of. the Place. 
-m 22 their paſſage from the Gate to his Houſe, the 
ral 47 Gueſts are obſerved by every Eye to be 

" 5 IF Perſons 
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Perſons of lovely and delicate Preſence (as An- 
Eels ever delight to bind themſelves up in handſom 
Covers) ſuch Beauties as theſe muſt nor thipk:to de- 
part the 'Town ( where Pride and Luxury kept a 
Court ) without paying Homage to their abo- 
minable' Grders:- The Word is given by the 


Pimping ' Officers, about all the City, and | 


ſcarcely had theſe Strangers (unknown) received 
the Courteſies of the Houſe, and Lor's un- 
happy Wife dreſs'd -the laſt Supper before ſhe 
condensd into Salt; but their Lodging is beſet 
with the General Aſſembly of the Riorers: Old 
and Young, all the Peoplefrom every quarter (as well 
ſuch as Age had rendred Impotent , as thoſe 
whom yet Time had not maturated into Suff- 
ciency) demanding out the very Harbingers of 
their Death, (as if the pure Spirits had aſſumed 
Bodies to become the baſe Srccnubuſſes of their 


' Luſt;) giving them by this too clear an Evi- 


dence, that the' loud Cry of their Y:Ulawies had 
not made a falſe Alarm to Heaven, and that the 
bitter Cluſters of this unnatural Yine of Sodom, 
were fully Xipe, and ready to be prefd into the 
' Fats of Eternal Vengeance, | 
There is yet hope when the poor Slave of 
Concupiſcence veils his Guilty Head, and Mufftes 
himſelt up, while he flily creeps through the 
back Door into the Brotbel of Impurity, trembling 
in every Joynt, leſt diſcovery be made of his 
ſh-meful Adventure to his eternal Igrominy and 
Reproach. But for Luſt to bear up the Drum, and 
make her Preclamations till the Kult of her Levie 
ſwell into ſo formidable a Bigneſs, as ſhall create 
in ber a proud Ccfiderce of Leatirgy _ 
| - A 
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all the poſſible reſiſtance that Virtue and Modeſty 
can Rally againſt her: - 'Tis high time then for 
the Hierarchy of Heaven to fly to their Arms; and 
alas! a ſmall Powder-charge, ſhot” into 'the Eyes 


- of the Rebels, ſhall ſecure them well enough for 
' the preſent, till on the morrow the Ammurnt- 


tio arrive, that ſhall diſpatch ther® all art a 
Blow. _ | 
The S« made -haſt from the Antipodes that 
Night, .and was gotten up very early into the. 
viſible Horizon,to appear in Triumph over Sodom's 
Tragedy. Many, fair Courſes had be made, 
while his glittering Eyes in a full Proſpe@t had 
been ſteddily fixt on theif profligate A1ons, and 
bluſh'd (when themſelves conld' not) at their 
abominable Impudencies, repining to - yield 
them Light to ſo many Deeds of Darkneſs, But 
this Mormng he appears to bid them Aateu for * 
ever, ande er He or They return to Bed again, 
they ſhall find themſelves ſcorch'd in more ſen- 
fible Heats than His: However he would be kind 
ſtill, to viſit their Raines in his paſſage, which 
done, he wrapt himſelf up in a Cloud, and gives 
notice to the Minifters below, that the dreadful 
; wa was come, and Heaven was ready zo give 
re. | 
How little apprehenſive the Town was, ef a 
Storm of Brimſtone and Flakes of Fire ready to 
conſume them, we may judge by laſt. Nights 
Attack,, made with ſuch Vigour and Force apon 
the Angels. They hold up their Courage to the 
laſt Moment, and Magnanimouſly pafs down 
into Everlaſting Burnings, To little purpoſe did 


Zo make his FHarangue to his Sons. in Law, who 


I 4 repay 
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120 _ . The Tragedy | 
repay his Kindneſs with Fears and Mocks, and 
believe him as little as the Old World did Noah, 
when he Propheſied 'to them of a Deluge : Or 
as the Men of this Generation do thoſe who talk 
to them of a Day of Fudoment , they therefore 


Meritorioully reap the Fruits of their. Incredwlity 


and Contempt of Admonition, and leave us the 
true Proſpetiive to diſcover which is the moſt con- 
demning Sin ; Even Unbeltef. | | 
-And {urely there is a Faith in the World, Lazy 
and Jalc, that makes as little haſte to-eſcape the 
General Ruine, as Lot did ont of Sodom, who 
though himſelf believes, and perſwades others to 
ſecure their Safety, yet is not. very Expeditious ta 
further his &w7 ; and appears ta be ſaved rather 
by the meer Mercy of God, and the Power of 
Abraham?s Iiiterceſſion, than its own care. Very 
© . happy are we in a better Advocate, who delivers 
us from the Drowſmeſs of our own Faith, and 
- keeps us by his own power to Salvation, 
The Pleaſures of Sodom that brought him hither, 
detains him here, and though the Angels haſten 
and urge him to diſpatch by the affrighting Ar- 
guments of DeſtruQtion with the Swmers, yet 
be lingers ſtill, till they pluck him as a Brand 
out of the fire. Tis not our own Free Will, but 
Gods Free Grace that. preventeth our Ruine. 
We ſhould'ever be attentive to the Angel of the 
Covenant, who is always crying out to us, Are, 
and depart, for hereis not your Reſt, Make haſte 
leaſt ye be coniumed in the Iniquity of the 


World. 
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Lot and his Wife and rwo Daughters are brought 
without the City, and commanded to eſcape for - 
their Lives, and look not behind them ; .but Ezght 
Perſons out of the whole Old World, and but Foxr 
are preſerved out of Sodom : + Follow not 4 Multi. 
tude to do evil, To walk with God, isa ſecuring 
Grace, though none but thy ſelf doit. To walk 
with the. World” is ſure Deſtrution, though 
Millions together do it : Peter knew what he 
faid, when he advifed Men to Save themſelves, 

And now in the very Moment, to let us ſee 
that - Mercy can Triumph over Judgment ; He 
that would have ſaved all for Tens ſake, will yet 
fave One of the Cities for Ones ſake. Zoar ſhall 


[eſcape at the Entreaty of a Lot. ?Twas.Sodom 


that had 'driven the Whole-ſale Trade of Abomi- 
nations, and was the Head Quarters of Pride. 
(This was unpardonable, that Pride was in her.) 
Zoar dealt but by Retail, and Pedled in her Mer- 
chandizes of Fornication., Hither the Old Man 
flies, as to a City of Refuge from the Storm. - God 
hath his Pella's ſtill, for his hidden ones till the 
Indionation be over-paſt; Well might they afford 
him Lodgings there, whoſe Prayers prevented all 

their going 10 Bed in Hell. = 8 
I perceive there is a Time when Complements 
and. Courtſhip will be quite out of Faſhion. Lor 
hath not an Hand or an Arm for his Wife, when 
his- own whole Body is in danger; he prefles 
forward and ſhifts for himſelf, leaving her to 
Trudgze after 'as ſhe could; 'twere well if fo 
many were not over-courrly together , handing 
one another into Death, *The hour 1s _— 
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x22 - The Tragedy -: 
when the Deareſt Relations ſhall be all ſwallowed 
up in that neareſt tereſt of Self-preſervation. 

 .. Zot's Wife was a Native of Sodom; her Body 
was out of, but her Afettions were in it ſtill. $o 
little doth God value the Carcaſs-/ervice of Hypo- 
crites,: that he will make them the more laſting 
Monuments of his Wrath: Whiie ſhe diſobeys 

- the Command, and her 'Eyes turn -back to look 


' andthe Eyes bf the whole World commanded to 
look upon, her, now become a /tanding Pillar, 
that yet hath a Yoice, and, loudly preaches the 
Dangers of Diſobedience, Ingratidude and "Back: 
ſ#ding;, and leaſf Time ſhould wear our the Me- 


comes from Heaven to proclaim it afreſh, and. 
ſets up a Buoy to prevent our Splitting upon the 
Rock againſt which that unhappy Creature broke 
her ſelf: And whenever thy deceitful Heart ſtarts 
back from God, Terrifie ic with three words, 
(as three Darts ſhot by Foab into Abſalom's 
Heart, to-end- that Rebellion againit ſo great a 
King and Father;) Remember Lors Wife. God had 
ſent his A-zel to deliver her out of the Flame ; 
that gel had given her fair warning by no 
means to Lok back; Zoar was but a little way, 
whither ſhe had Orders to eſcape : She had the 
company of her Husband and Children with her, 
yet ſhe alone (inſenſible of theſe Mercies) deſpiſes 
 themall and will Sin, and ſhe alone that Sins doth 
Suffer. No Means nor Mercies can prevail with 
the Obſtinate and Wilful ; while others believe to 
the ſaving of the Souly They draw back to Sh 
',-- MA 


after her Heart, her whole Body is Petrified , 


morial of ſo ſtrange a Prodigy, the Sor of God, 
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of SODOM, &c. 123 
and turn from the Holy Commandement delivered -. 
unto them: Whoſe ena therefore is Deſtruttion. 
dy Naked and Bare paſles Lot out of Sodom, leav- 
50 ing all his Riches and Goods behind him as Fuel 
P0- Wl to the Flames.” His Life.only is gfven to him for 
ns il a Prey, to let Him tee how little he [had ad- 
-S Wl varitaged himſelf. by an Intermixture with the 
ok W Wicked, and to teach us how.low. and mean our 
d , WW Gains will be in this Evil World, when at the laſt 
tO BW we ſhall carry nothing out of it- but. a Shroud to 
ary lap the- Poor Carkaſs in: And very happy ſhall 
the W we be, if in the loſs of every. thing elſe, 'we 
CR; Wl make our eſcape with a Sox! to God waſhed ' from. 
le- the Polluttons that are in the World through Luſt, by . 
rod | the precious Blood of Teſs. oo | | 
nd, WF ..- Art thou gotten up, Reader, and with Abra- 
he WW: ham early viewing the diſmal Obſequies upon the 
ke If Hill of Contemplation: Look out yonder, and ſee, 
ris Þ how. Wrath and Juſtice. are burying the filthy 
Is, IU Ciries ico their fiery Graves, in a miſerable new 
"Ss I and* unheard of Manner: Here is no Earth ro 
C2 Earth, Duſt ro Duſt; Alas! they had ated as 
ad Devils, and overturned all the Laws of Humane & 
©; | Nature: Therefore,as /nfernal Spirits ſhall receive 
no i their Interrment, ' F:re ro Fire, Flame to Flame, 

Y» Burning tg Burning, in ſure and certain Deſperation 

he of any other Reſurretton than to everlaſting Damna- 

Is Wl tion from Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall raiſe their wile bodies 

es i 70 make them yer more vile, according to his mighty 

th Power, whereby he ſubdues all things to himſelf. | 

ch Come; lend thine Ears a while , to the ſad 

10 i Screcks and ' Tellings of the miſerable 'Wretches 

', || thorough every Street in Sodopr, and the ſame 

ud N anſwered by thoſe of Gomorrah ; and Admah and 
£Zeboun 


of 


124 The Tragedy: - 
Zeboim Ecchoing to both ++ Lord! into. what WW ,, 
Confuſion. hath Pride and her /dle, Glutronou, il , 
Drunken, Beaſtly, Filthy, Unnatural Counſels be- WO . 
trayed them! When there was but one 4ead in / 
0 
th 
y 
w 


the ſeveral Families of Egypt, what an Outcry 
and Noiſe, what a fearful Diſtraftion was there 
at Midmght! what a Toſling and Tumbling to 
haſten away J/racl, when there was no other 
Fright ,- but of one quietly Dead: 1m his Bed in il 5, 
each Houſe! But here the Lord thundered. in the i 
Heavens, the moſt high gave hts voice, Hail-ſtones i ,, 
and Coals of Fire; he ſent out his Arrows and [cat- bY 
tered them, he fhot out his Thunderbolts and diſcom- bl 
fired bim, Their curſed Eyes behold the Shower 
of Fire and Brimſtone falling down on them all, u] 
whole Flakes and Rolls of Fire firſt burning down Wy 
their Houſes, to make the more haſte to ſeize on if (h 
. their- more combuſtible Carkaſſes, which had ur 
been ſo long baking in' the Over ol. their flaming Iſ x7 
Lufts, into a perfett Cruſt of Obduration and I T 
Senceleſneſs, rhey were become now fit for no- if 4x 
thing but the Fire : The Plague is proportiona- | x, 
bly fuited to the Sin ; they flame in Zu, God If py 
. flames in Wrath; and becauſe their Heats were I x, 
Umataral, fo ſhall theſe alſo, and the aſpiring Iſl T, 
Element ſhall a&t Rerrogade, and deſcend to con- Il xp; 
. fume them: They Univerſally Sfer as they © jnt 
 Univerſally Siz : Old avd Young environ the Houſe, W ry, 
Old and Young are environed in their own: The  y/ 
young, Urchins of Villany are put into the Fry, Þ ,,, 
ro prevent the curſed Succeſſion of their Breed : I (« 
Their Fruit is rooted out of the Earth, and their i q«, 


Seed from among the Children of Men. O tremen- || ca} 
gdous Spectacle! to ſee them altogether, gr Hi 
A . an 
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of SODOM, &c. 125 
and Bozjes of . Men, Women and "Children, Cattel, 
%, Wl and whatſoever was found within their Bounds, 
e- WO all roaring together in one Raging Furnace heated 
in Wl ſeven times, and blown up by the furious Brearh 
ry WW of an incenſed God, whoſe Smoak paſled up i 
TC Bl thick and black Clouds and Pillars, darkening the 
to il very Air, and benighting Heaven it ſelf. Upon 
cr WF what #1 wert thou gotten, thou moſt accurſed 
in i Sorceref, Piping and Dancing with Nero to the 
the Wl Flames of thine-own kindling, while- it is Sport 
20: FF and Recreation'to thesto ſee them all burving in — +» 
at- if a Flame together ? Where will be the end of thy 
1- i bloody Tragedies ? ; 
el S:xteen times in Holy Record hath God.lighted 
ll, WW up the Fire of Sodom, to affright (if poſſible) the 
Wl whole World from the Execrable Provocations 
ON Fl that enkindled them. His Holy Spirit hath held . 
2d @ up'the Tapers in whoſe Light we ſee-them in 
W8E Wl Hell, as if our very Eyes beheld them there, 
nd They are Suffering the Vengeance of eternal fire, 
10- WF and their Damnation ſet forth for a. feartul 
na- WF Example to thoſe that ' hereafter ſhould live ungodly. 
od But Alas! Man's Wickedneſs hath made" Gods 
ere Bl Examples as void: and uneffeftual-as:his Counſels, 
nz Wl To find Sodoms Vices ſurviving among the poor 
oN- i Hearhen, 1s horrible, but to ſee them tranſlated 
"C7 I into the Ch:1rch of God, is Inſufferable ; whoſe Eyes 
ſe, © runs not de vn with Tears to hear of the Daughters 
he MN of Sion exceeding the Danghrers of Sodom in Pride 
TY, I and Wantonnef. But to find the Brothel-houſes 
ed : (erefted forthevery Trade of Sudomy) ſo impu- 
ver Ff dently our-facing: the Temple of God; This might 
en- FF call ' for [Tears* 'of | Blood. And I -conld wiſh 
Hiſtory had: faid.of Truth, when it tells us of a 

f | : : Diſpen- 
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Diſpenſation graiited to the Family of a Cardind 
for the ſame Yillany, with a Fiatgu peritur. + (Tis 
a ſtrange Power that can rake up Vices out of 
Hell, to bring them up and make them in Faſhion 
again upon Earth.) Ic were well too that others 
diſpens'd not with themſelves in Pradices a; 
Vitious as theirs in-Sodom. God grant they be 
not found iz our own Streets, and the Daughtefy 
of England as Idly paſling away their precious 
Time and- Souls together, * as thoſe that ſo long 
ago were ſent into Tormznt'for» the ſame Sin, 
What were the [ncentives that enkindled the 
Flames upon our own Hoxſes, and reduced them 
all into Aſhes? Would Men think there is a Sin 
( lurking in their own Boſoms ) which far ex. 
ceedeth the Sin of Sodom,” and which-will one day 
meet with Judgment more Scorching and I[n- 
tolerable ; ?tis but believing the Oracle of Truth, 
who hath convincingly forewarned us of the dan- 
gerous Conſequences of that Fatal Contempt of 
his Perſon and Goſpel, that every where Reigns, 
and whoſe Plagues are legible enough in -Caper- 
naum's Woe, that are ſentenc'd by the Fadze him- 
ſelf to an hotter place in Torments than the 
Sodomites; and ſurely very deſervedly too, it 
. being nothing leſs than the Trampling under fort 
the Blood of a God, - and doing deſpite to the Spirit of 

' Grace. This is That Ciodnarticn which will 
double Their Sorrows upon our Oz Heads : And 
our Unbelief ſhall not make the Word of God of  nont 
effett. Let us Repeat, and. prepare for hys ſecond 
Coming, who once for ever hath cautioned us by 
Them, not to be ſurprized in thelike Security : 
Since #* the very day that Lot went out of Sodom, 
| fy 


of SODOM, &c. 127 
it rained Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven, and de- 
ſtroyed them all. | 


Heaven ſhowers down Hell on Guilty Wights, 
Vile (as were thoſe Infernal Sp'rits) 
Flaming in Luſts unnatural, 
Ripe-for Deſtrutt4on, down they fall 
To their own Places, Scorched there 
In Everlaſting Heats, when here 
The dreaful Fudgment Awes ws not ; 
Ab me, the Tragedies of Sin forgot ! 
Nor Waves, nor Fires of Vengeance can 
. Melt the Hard and Obdurate Man ; 
Yet what, nor. Flames can do, nor Flood, 
ay eaſily be wrought by Blood.  * 
Come Lord (the Work's thine own) and ſave 
\' A periſhing World from the Grave | 


/ 
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E other Sacrifices, T. their Sacrifice, p. 78. 1. 7. for their r. 
thine, p. $6. 1: 4- T..charees, p. 215. 1.26. r. ſhe was, Þ: 183. 
ult. r. refreſhed into, Þ. 192.1. 22: dele that before foſibly, 1. 
221.1. 5. Chap. 12. Contents, after Marriage add and Abri: 
bam's Death, p. 232.1: ult. r. inoffenſive Ceremonies. p. 70. 1.7 ! 
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Right Revennad Father in GOD, 
GILBERTLT 


Lord Biſhop of SAR UM. 


My Lord, 


Hat T preſume to devote eſe Þ Pas + 
pers to your - great Name, when 
þ perfeft - a Stranger. to your 
Perſon, may ſavoir a little of Rudeneſs * 
and Irreverence © Yet your . Lordſhip ve- - 
ry well knows, that a more refined Ac» 4 
 Bquaintance is - attainable with Spirits at 
4 diſtance, where the divine 1dea's of the 
great | Soul have Drawn themſelves out 
p67 fo 


The - Epiſtle Dalit 


to the very Life in the viſible CharaRer; 
of their own Excellency, which Fave mt 
| fail d to dragg after them (as into an 7 
eaſie and pleafuig Captivity ) the entire 
*fffeftions and abſolute Obedience of others, 
as the . natural” Fruit” of their V iftor 
Thus we pay. Homage. to the 'very. Saint [ 
in Heaven, and to all Meritorious .anlſ.” 
Eminent | Perſons: on Earth, @i ignifying 
our... ſelves "by frequent and familiar” Cov 
' Ver ſes. with them, though per, haps exalt: 
ed into” mighty © Stations, far” above th 
low Sphere of our meanneſs and bumble 
Eſtate. 


to - 
| 


fr 
; 
* 


Tis thy Profit, My. Lord, mad 
into the ſublimer Forms of your ſpir tua 
Part, that- hath fix'd me your -perfel 
| | Captive; and given -birth to this bold In 
F " truſon, ( But if ſometimes the, inferio 
| "Dependants ' 00 the Court E1 ſure then 
. ſelves of a gracious Reception, . when th 
..come charg'd but he a Meſſage jro 


nay 
obbe 
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Tho - Epiſtle Dickcoiy, 


the $ overeign to you, I am certam you 
will not ſhut your Gates againſt ue when 
"Y 7 come laden with" Expreſſes: from- Flea- 
M yen, and recommended. too by''the Father 
""\Y of the? Faithful, and the very! Friend of 
'/'N God. ) * nd tho: it. be - little +to." your 
Lordſhip to bear of any New Pretender, © 
Jet "tis Complacency enough to me, when [ 
make. the Worid know -how much I honour 
ou for your Self ; and with what Plea» 
ure and  Satisfaftion I received, the good 
News . of the Preſidency of that Church 
to be lodved m your Lordfhip, wlere my 
Anceſtors with my unworthy ſelf for four - 
( enterations ſucee ſively paid the Tribute 
;  Reverence” to its Mitre, now Priding 
It /elf in ſo rich an Head as jours ; un- 
W/ perchance it 'be deprived of that Fe- 
city by the Ambition of another, which 
Ns nay emulate its Flonour, and think it no 
= obbery to ſucceed in the ſame Happi- 
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The- Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


May. your Lord ſhip long live, the tru 
Heir of Abraham's eximious Faith and 
Pretty, the pleaſmg Objet of your Princes 
Favour, the Peoples Love, and the Del 
fare of all- the Churches : ſo Prays 


Your Lordſhips 


Moſt Obſequious Servant, 


/ 


Steph. Jay. 
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Of the GREAT 


_ Abraham. 


C.HAP.-1L 

Abraham's firſ# Call from Ildolatry ro the 
K powledge of the true God. The Encou- 
ragements God gives him to follow_ him. 
ay. His Obedience to the Call, in leaving his 
Countrey, He takes his F ather and Fami- 
ly with him. Their Arrival and Stay in 
Haran : Their Buſineſs there. Tera: his 

Father ayes in Haran. 


[ Shall not refle&t oh this great Prince” as 2a 


rough Stone lying unkhewn in the-Quarry-of 
the Earth, but as a ſparkling Diamond po- 
liſh'd by the Divine hand, and made fit to be ſet 
HE in the Boſom of a God. ng any 
a 4 | The 
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# , Bemarques or the Life 
* The Chaldeans (if any) were famous-andex- - 
kprt_ in + Afrofogy ;; Abraban's ambition _aſpired 
no higher than to get an acquzintance with the 
Heavens,” whoſe:Power and Inflaences' he thought 
had a. great hand in governing the World ; he 
terminates his deſires in the, Zenith of theſe plea- 
ſing Studies,- being” yet a perfe& Stranger (a) to 
the OmnipotenyPawer that had” fixed thole Lu- 
minaries in their ſeveral Orbs.  . 


0 


+ Though the Book of the Creature diſcovers an tnfi- 
mite treaſure of Wiſdom and Power, and clearly con- 
vince of a God , yet 1s not the -Eye fo kind a Tutor tq 

- the Heart, asto on its ſpeculations with ſo great 


Anthoruty or-Succeſs, to pore grnypoperfÞ Ympreſſion 
upon it ;, but rather taking #4 wit the ſenſes by the 
way, Jt finds ſo pleaſuig Entertainment there, that 
Lau minds nothing more than what he ſees; -and the 
glory of the inviſible Gal becomes perfettly loſt in the 
'dazle. and crowdvof his viſible Creatures. | 
- The. Mind' of this Great: Man was whally im-l þ 
mers'd mn them, he admires na Dezry. but that © 
of his Countrey, 'till- by a Miracle of Mercy «the fi 
Clouds of his Natural Darkneſs are difpell'd by +: 
an extraordinary light of Divine Revelation, that Y 
o mm onnomernca em = — — —— ji t 
" (4) Writers Uiffer about- Abraham's Idolatry, ſome averr- | h: 
ang that he was never guilty, though God -ſeems'to' humble Y aj 
his Children with the conſideration that their firſt Father had .,4 
finned, which A Lapide confeſfeth to be meant, not of Adanſl .. 
only, but Abraham : And that of Foſbus can hardly. be an- #1 
_Twered, Cap. 24.v.3. Philo poſitively concludes him ſo, be-Fſ 1n 
fore the' Dyvine Call. | FEEL STOICATS, 

. '-- Neque evs audire poſſum qui cum magne conatu Abrahamum 4b 
- trac ſcelepe vindicare neſcio quibus-grguiis ſtudent, quaſi, non tam _ 
t{luſtrior fit Dei Gratia qua illum eft complexus quanta ipſe full 
"re Men, {p jovemgre Wore eg. Tyriniar = He 
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mikes Dayin his-Sobl: 'Illomination\from the. 


Father of lights'is' © brightiand"influentialivp-. 


/ 


on the Faculties, as+fully ſecure from the: dans -. 


ger of Deluſion; '- There is notonly light but 
Aſſurance attending all the manifeſtations of God - 
ro the Mind. ” Abraham 'was no Fanatick, to be 


| Jed*by-- falſe Fires" from his deareſt Intereſts : 


From this. time the flames 'of UR burn darkly 
in his" Eye, he loaths to ſacrifice any longer-to 
the\Fire,-when þimſelf is enkindled by a diviner 
Spark. © Traditzozells us, ( how true 'I know 
not.) that being now turned from their Religion, 
his Countrey-men 'in rage, threw him into the 
Fire, for refuling-to own their god ;. but by:mi- 
raculons-eſcape he baffled the impotent Deity; 
and diſcovered to its Yotaries a Freater, that 
had bridled up his natural fury from fingeing one 
Hair of his' Head. / | - MF. 

This poor Element had the good fortune to 
be promoted to Honour, from the groſs mxſtake 
of ſore, who had either heard or ſeen it- fall 
from Heaven to conſume the Sacrifices of the 
true Church ; theſe paſs:'home, and Vote it into 
(b):Godſhip, perhaps on leſs: improbable Errour, 
than others: ſince, who contrary to+ all reafor 


have promoted”: Meat: to the ſame Worſhip, 


and Deifie - Bread. inſtead of a Savior." Indeed 
the true God. hath "ſince: fallen from Heaven in 
immaterial Fire on thoſe holy Tapers, who be- 
ing firſt ilſuminated themſelves, were | to paſs 
over all the World to enkindle others, baptizing 


| ———— — — 


. 
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(b) Chaldei & Perſe cum vidiſſent Olim, igne calitks delapſo 
Patriarcharym facrificia conſumi, putarunt eſſe Deum, © ; 


them 


+  RKemarquegonthe Lite 
them into Refinedneſs and Purity, Theſe Flames 
feed on nothing but Corruption and Ignorance, 
they burn inviſibly, and this was the holy Fire 
which now God himſelf had kindled on the Al- 
ter of Abraham's Heart. 

See from what. mighty grounds of Reaſon and 
Truth, our kiad Mother the Church hath faith- 
fully inſtru&ted us into the Neceſlity. of God's 
' preventing Grace, which puts an effeftual: ſtop 
to the courſe of Sin, even while with Saul -we 
are poſting on in a full career towards Death 
- and Ruine-. Artic. 10. 

Divine Wiſdom knows with what Heifer Man's 
Heart 1s beſt plowed, 'tis a ſelfiſh thing, and plods 
on little. elſe but its own Intereſts. God pity- 
ing his. Infirmities, gratifies his weakneſs, and 
falls in with him upon the terms:-that he ſees beſt 


pleaſe him': He knew this would make. good : 


Muſick in the Ears of Abraham, 1 wifl blef thee, 
and I will make thee great. Man will not ſerve 
God for nought, though he owes all that he hath 
and is..to Him for his Being, Abraham, though 
pretty well ſtricken in Years, was yet but a 
Child in. Experience of ſpiritual Grace, there- 
fore God dandles him on the Knee, and allures 
him with the tickling Arguments of. a+ Great 
Name and Eſtate. We arrive to the Knowleage of 
Him by degrees, and from a taſte of his Goodneſs in 
che Creatures, are afterwards brought to live upon 
Himſelf in the greateſt abundance or want of them. 
He knows by what Methods to train us up to 
perfetion. Abraham was no vulgar Perſon, he 
ſtood already under very conſiderable GCircum- 


Kinces in. the World : Bat he that had. much | 


ſhould 
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ſhould yet have more, and he that held his Eſtate ' 
bat by the | uncertain. Terre of general 'Provi- 
dence, ſhall now have his Copy enlarged\to hold 
all in Fee-/zmple, from a ſpecial donation of Grace. 
God' will hereafter' add ' Sauce to his Meat, -and 
ſweeten all his Meſles with the Honey of Canaan. 
Tis a ſmall thing to be Great, if we hold that 
Greatneſs from: aur ' ſelves, and- derive it not 

om the great God; 'who Can make even: Death 
it ſelf ( that would elſe unſtrip-us into nothing ) 
to be the Porter to convey the Robes of a finite 
Honour into the next World .with -us, where 
himſelf will overlay them wich the Embroideries 


_ of an Infinite Glory. | 


But Abraham lived among his own People in 
all-the delights of Security and Peace, there: 
fore: God foreſtalls his Objetion of Danger, 
and offers him Articles (c) of Aliance, where- 
in he makes over to him the whole Athria of 
Heaven for a Life-guard ; ( which we ſhall ſhort- 
ly find him making vſe of, when he charged the 
Camp of the four Kings as Lightning, and ront- 
ed them, ) theſe were to be commanded by his 
Faith at any time, and that not for himſelf on- 
ly, but his Allies tbo : Abraham ſhould have the - 
Aid ofia God to lend at his pleaſure to hisFriends, 
I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe them that 
curſe thee, In what' deſperate Eſtate then are 
the Enemies of the Church, with'all their Con- 
federates of Hell, who unite together unto cer- 
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(c) Mira Dei benignitas, quod tam. familiariter paciſcitur cum 
| Abrahamo, hac enim ſolennis eft feederum timer Reges @ alios 
formula, ut communes habeant 4micos & Hoſtes. Vatabl. 
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rain Ruine, and band themſelveſs- uiito Death: 


Thus ſhall. ut be done- unto. Abraham who God-de. 


o 


| lighterh to Honour. 


Tho' Reputation, Riches, and. Long life be 


all*that.humane Nature can' wel] wiſh'for,/:(that 
Ignorantly-cloſes her deſires in the ſuppoſed fe- 
- hicity of them;) yet Abraham whoſe Soul ſhould 
reliſh a greater- Sweetneſs'in God, would+ not 
think' himſelf ſufficiently happy, unleſs to: all 
theſe, there be ſuperadded ableſling of that qua- 
lity,; which might ſecure. to him the laſting-trui- 
tion of that Spiritual pleaſure. . We bitterly 


part from- Creature Foys., but who that is Wiſe 


would want a God? Temporal things grow 
Thredbare' in the wearing,. and wither as Flow- 
ers in our Hands; they'abate of their Fragrancy, 
and put us' to the Bluſh'for our too great confi- 


dence in them.» We are obliged 'to others for. + 


. our Honour,” and Melt away 'our Treaſures to 
Purchaſe the Aire of their Mouths. Life: waſts 


away its ſelf, -and grows ungrateful with long, 


keeping. If Abraham will be truly happy, he 
mnſt have ſomething more than theſe. - There 
were Princes already in the World that glittered 
in all the Grandeurs of Stare; it were a poor 
thing if 2a God ſhould pot off his Favourite with 
the fading Flowers of a Crown:' No, an Ho- 
nour ſhall be contrived for him, brighter. than) 
the - Sun, which ſhall diſplay its Beams.as fdr as; 
* He, and ſhed his influences over all the Univerſe,' 
to make it a fruitful Seminary for Heaven. For. 
in thee Abrabam, ſhall all the Families of the Earth - 


be bleed : As if God had ſaid, © 


There 
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© There hal Bo Cloris Perf oro rhe Wark, 
compleated\(by'a Myſtical Union: of my. own'Divine 


| Nature and Eſſence with thy Humane Seed) itito- a 


perfett-God-mani; who- ſhall be rhe: Prince of ' Peace 
Righteouſneſs, and Salvation to thy. ſelf, and 10s 

the Children of thy : Faith, Obedience and Love, over 
all the;World,and thro' all. Apes of 'it';, who ſhall bleſs + 
God for: Abraham: but much more* for that Glorious 
Sora,-;who ſhall deliver them from all their Enemies, 
(Spiritual eſpecially) and ſhall blefs them in. turning 


 them;away from all. their imquities , drawing them 


from, the: curſed eſtate.of . Nature and Sin into theftee 
and. fearleſs Seruice - and; Fruition of | Me- their God 7 
For EVER. iti Nags 7; 8, 

In the former Promiſes God had:affixed'to him 


(the; Felicities of the Earth; bur in this he Mar- 


ries him to' Himſelf, and (gives him a'Propriety 
in -that- bleſſirg that'is derived from the: glorious 
Emanations of his-very-Efſence. Jndeed nothing 


.but; God: himfelt. canmake'up .a perfe&t Happi- 


neſs.co-the Soul. -The Spirit of :Man is'awever- 


\ Jaſtmg-Subſtance, -which:therefore can be bleſſed 
"ir nothing;but.ah Everlaſting God. Whom bave 


I in Heaven but thee?” The Creatures. are nothing 
without. God, 'butzGod is every-thing without 
the Creature... * Twas but the: common. Sluce'of 
his Bounty-that he had hitherto opened: to Abra- 
bam, ere he ſhewshim-his very Heart, running out 
infull Streams of Love: and Grace- towards him, 
which hereafter ſhall break our and divide them- » 
ſelves into all the-parts of the Earth, to refreſh 
and: rejoyce the Souls 'of all the: Children of his 
Faith. Now battfHeaven opened a:Second time, 
to enſure -ths Seed of the Waman that —_ 
; ' ea 
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break; the Serpents.-Head. God. Manites ! Abra- 


bam not againſt the Dangers of the World: and 


Men only, but againſt Hell and Devils. | 
.Since the Joys'-of, Faithare Unſpeakable, and 

have ſomethingof the Nature of thoſe iu Fruiti- 

on, very Glorious. 1deſpair to expreſs the migh- 


Ty Paſſions of Abraham's Joy.  Heis all raviſhed in- 


to Extalie, and feels, taſts, hears, thinks; rejoyces 
in nothing but God. Something like this, every 
true Chriſtian experiences at :the Firſt appear- 
ance and breaking:-out of Divine Light, when God 
firſt opens the Eyes to behold the Wonders of his 


| Love, and ſhines 10 upon the Spirit 1n the bright 


Beams of his Grace; the Soul paſſes our of 


Darkneſs .inro Marvellous Light : Which: affects, 


\ it more than all the variety of Objetts did Him 


Kel 


at the firſt opening of his Eyes by Feſ#s. This 


is the Muſick-and Dancing at'the Prodzoal's meet- | 


ing with his Father. Abraham's Faith - pierces 
through ſome Thouſands of years, and fees al- 
ready the promiſed Saviour cloathed in his Fleſh, 
walking up and down amongſt his Children, 
inviting them to come and take ſhare of that'Bliſs 
their happy Father enjoyed in Heaven : Now is 
he perfettly at the diſpoſal 'of God, and is con- 
tent ito be any thing or nothing, at the good 
pleaſure of his Will: | 

- :-Tho' Natural Engagements ſtick faſt to us, and 
our Hearts be cloſe Lockt op in them, and very 


_ impatiently ſuffer a Divulſion, yet fach are the 


commanding Charms of a Divine Beauty beating 
upon the Soul, that they. calily- Diſſolve the En- 
chantments by which the Aﬀections are bewitched 


ro the Creatures, and procure not an Enſtrange- 


ment 
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of the-Great Abraham, 9g 
mentionly but a Cordial Divorcement from them, 
when reflefting (with an, Holy Indignation) on 
thoſe Diſhonourable Proſtitutions, (whileft Igno- , 
rant or Forgetful of her ſelf) the debaſed Soul - 


had bowed down to thoſe ſhameful Embraces. ._: | 


. Chaldea was- now no longer a place for a' Fe- 
derate of Heaven: What agreement hath the Tem- 
ple of : God with Idols? He eaſily parts from his 
Country , who. had. firſt parted from-bimſelf. God 
having : taken Abrabam into his Boſom, had 
thoſe Secrets to diſcloſe to him, which he could. 
not'ſo heedfully'/attend to in his-Fathers Houſe, 
and therefore will draw him to a more proper 
Place; where he may with greater advantage and. 
convenience give him the demonſtration of his 
Kindneſs. - Come my Beloved, let us go into the 
Fields, Jet us lodge :in-.the Villages, there will I give 
thee 'my Loves. Noile and Hurries diſtra&t the 


- Powers of the Soul,” which when United are all 


too:little for a God toenjoy.. / ? Tis i» the Night 


that he gives his Songs, when we are wrapped 


up.in Reſt and ſilence. God/is beſt enjoyed by 
Sedateneſs and cloſe Compoſure: of the AﬀeCti- 
ons:  Feſws himſelf went into. the: Mountain to 
Pray, and in his laſt: Agonies ſeparated from his 
deareſt Diſciples. --God having pickt out this 
One friend, ”twas fit he ſhould have him wholly 
to: himſelf, and reſolves to admit no Compe- 
titor in. his AfﬀeCtions. - He was wholly for 
Abraham, and Abrgham muſt be wholly for Him; 
God cannot be heldin a divided Heart : *'Tis the 
Single Eye that penetrates deepeſt into his Love,, 
he: that ſquints upon any thing elſe, ſees Him 
not at. all. God was all in Abraham's Eyes, and 

wx | there- 
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therefore finding nothing in/ his Countrywheres | 


fore he ſhould defireit any tonger,: he chearfully 


paſles out of it with a joyful Heart. and hark 
not the leaſt Relutancy within him-to check the 


Delights of his 'glorions Progreſs. 


Behold him giving the neceſſary Orders \t to 5 his 
Family, to get ready for a. Journey whencethey. 


are. never likely. to return. - When once we: £0 


forth after God, there is . uo drawing back" bur 


- £0 Loſs and _Perdition. Savahis ſo. far from 
Countermanding , her. Husband,' that ſhe/:disfur- 


niſhes her Cloſet with nimble Hands: His'Ne-: 


phew Zot reſolves to partake of .his Unkles:For- 
tunes, but old: Terah (tro whom;his Son Abraban 


had communicated -the' Divine Mandate ),teems: 
as forward as=the'beſt; his Aged" Joynts iarein-! | 


vigorated with new Strengthy: and 'isphe Firſt of. 
all the Company.in a readinefsto be gone, which: 
God takes ſoikindly from higm;-that the Honour 


of the whole-Expedition is devolved- upon'him: Wwe 
in-Holy Writ ; and: Abrahamtis: led-forth by: 


his Father -out ofiVr;z-Ger-omr.12 ti: They paſs: 
lightly away, and carenot tofpend: timeren- 


tertaining the: Dilatory* Complements 'of rhe 


Town at their: departure; to-whom' they:-contd- 


give no” great! Account of their? Progreſs, :\fince- 


themſelves - knew -not wither :they \, were go- 
ing. Blind "Obedience is "commendable enongh. 
' where God himſelf is the Gudde.”. He. ſecurely 


Travels that hath Light and Truth for his Con-- 


duft. Divine Preſence is a ſure Paſs-port againſt 
eyery danger. *'Tis a fair Flower. in the Crown: 
of Abrahams Faith, That He mens owt, not kom 
ing whither he went. + With what pleaſure did the: 

DER Almighty 


of the Great Abrahams IL 
Almighty God look down. on this Glorious Pro-. 
ceſſion;;which':is ordered -all at his ſpecial di- 
| Wl reftion 1 Every. Step we make-in his ways/is de- 
- lightful-to him. V HEY 5067 DO IRIS CAA 

Note bere the true Nature of Saving Faltb, what 
3 I nillingly departs: from the World and Self at the naked 
7 WW Call of. God, to follow him-on” the Fove 'of his Cone 
0 Wu, whether up tothe. Mountains of -Broſperity:and 
* 
l 


Honour”, or down- to, the Valley of \Meanmeſs. and © 
Contempt. Jt moves and is moved at the Morin of 
the Cloud of his Preſence that direfts itz; and. fears 
mt -/\to/loſe- 1ts way; while: ws Loca. by -awd: keeps 


= Wcloſe t0\ infallible Truth ebrough every Stage, : till. af 
nn. Wexgth: it arrives at the bappy place of i $ts; Brernal 
Is Fixation and Reſto 1 |; 9. 16 004 omdh - 
- | Tis but one Abram that. God calls aut.of Chat 
zf. Fa, [to paſs away-with-his Train. from: thences 


ch. Fvbere-all the reſt.-tarry behind-to be deſtroyed 
1: their own. Idolatrops.;Fires., Go be 2h hae 
14 forld 


m; W# few that ſhall.be Saved?; The; whole, 

y . We fil in: Wickeanefs, and\will-not awake. to the 
{s' [all off Heaven: Some fiimr-allittle,- and- open an 
n- ye, but heavy with Sleep, ſhut, it; dow: again 


ita: fatal Slumber ; ' Oghers, ſullenly; He {till , 
td. hile:the Call is; repeated, and willingly wear 
ce» te: Addtrs: Ears: Some; £et-;out of, Bed. and 
o-/ Preſs for the Jouriey,..they make to. the, Dogr 
7b. ſndſhewithemlelves ioitheir Travelling Poſture, 
ly; hen: their - Neighbours -enquiring whither they 
n-. Fre haſtening,and themſelves not able tg) give an 
aſt | count; are eaſily laughed out of the delign, and 
wn. Pon conſent to ſtay at-home. Others more re- 
w>. @lutely Croſs themſelves, ' and -Fow to ſtand to 
|-Adventures,. they. 89:abrpad. ang -Sail AWaſ 

ut 


a 


I 3 - "W, = EIT =IT RI xe tif rg TR 5 Ef we - . 
CEP "*} Ks CIS Ya FR Ho 7 "XP WIPR. Of 6 3 OT __ m 
o o v - * FY - 
p . - : E , . ” - 
k : 1 y tet L if! 
by 


bufthoj"TazkaboncarthefirſStorm, and-make 


for Landji glad-at their-Hearrs to ſet foot:again 
"ox their Native Shore'y therefore the Frarfuland Þ | 
© Unbelieving lead the Van of the. Damned Crey. ; 
*Tis only"<ho'brave Abram. and the Heirs of tis 


_ great Soak, \thardare-cut-out-their way:to. Cz. 
rhaat mv” Awe =o Pngrang of diff- h, 
_ Evities' anger, and'tanhew the Sons of Au i 
ue ar rd level the Roa#for their more pleaſant : 
I Bin peniefe ve! eaſte'Procelions theſe holy Pi. *f 
Brims errivenrilsſt with ſaſery at Hara: Where 
God' intending” thacthisamoble: Plane of Righreay. 
#3" hou #ppear ſomewhat like himſelf in the 
Kingdom of Canaan, and not as alow-contemy- 
bi SE#uHÞ, *gives him herefor a while:a Root- = 
# YMm6; Xhat-he-might3grow up into all .theſ,*" 
Dives aftorsof a Stately Cedar. Here therefor A 
the 5 of the Divine'Promiſe begins ro ſwell, ; 
mee profifick; Adbrahon already feels its prof; 
duCtive* Vertae;, and'(b6A experiences what a-"") 
ad vantageons-Change "he hid made of. his Gol 
Who" ſto call the Creerares' together, an hes 
commands them "to ghve-their® Attendance up." 
Hirm'as angether Piord Pt Creation, -riext an” P! 
immetfrely YWer himſelf, *Tis'Godithat dif. 
velly te P99" Riobes: al Flonowre, hey af,” 
mo 7 himto take” Wing; andto paſs:aws tu 
Frodh "Roh ts zbuſe then ;©and themſeives- bf 2. 
therit *216"they are ordered toffic to othets'thy}""4l 
know H6wW 0 give*them mone generous/Enteſ©807 
raininegit "The Treafiires of 'Charran figh for 
lodging: in Abraham's *©ofvrs," and confetterat 
together bo'revolte From theit-IdolatromMaſtc 


(4) x 
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--of the Great T Abraham.” - IF 


to offer their Service to the true Heir; yea, the 
Inhabitants are Proud to preſent thern as a grate- 
ful Acknowledgment of the ſence they! had of 
that Honour he had done them in bleſling their 
City with his Preſence. And ſurely had Abra- 
ham drain'd their Exchequer by an 'Offering of . 
their whole Town-ftock. to him, yet ſhould they 
have little cauſe to repine, ſince God. himſelf 
hath made ample Payment, with all the Arrears 
of Intereſt to their  Succeſſors there, by giving 
up the Superſtitious. (4) Saracens to the Vanity 
of expoſing themſelves to the; expence of a long 
\MPilgrimage (in whole Troops together) to this 
City, there to pour out their Devotions in the 
Wrery place which they thought the Sacred Pre- 
"Wence of Abraham and Sarah had Hallowed all 
into Chappel,, ard out of which they fancy ts 
Fe heard with greater expedition and ſucceſs. 
Whatever they gained by their Prayers, - the 
M-ity 1s 'no loſer by the Yotaries, and donbtleſs 


, FWound-it their Intereſt; concernedly to maintaini 
. Wlem in their Error, and to flatter them ſuffici- 


htly in the coritinuance 'of that Zeal that was 


.* Wo profitable tothem. 


While his Servants Generate and Maltiply in 
is Family, Abrabam and: Sarah are no leſs em- 


Y | Wloyed in a work ofa morebleſſed Increaſe. They 


ſho were as-yet unſucceſſeful in the A&'of' Na- 
.» Mural Generation, were not'unproſperotis in' the 
Kegeneration of Souls unto God: . They ere& 


(4) Locum nunc hdnvrant Saraceni quiod ab Abrahafnio furt 
Wo oratus eoque precands cauſa accedunt art Benjamin. Grot, 
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a Divinity School, and: daily :Lefures are kept up 
in it. In this happy Employment they pals 
away their time in Haran, and make it their 
buſineſs to:Sow the Seed of Divine Truth into 
many a Charronites Heart. 'Tis very confidently 
delivered by their Learned Poſterity, that not only 
Abrabam was a diligent inſtrufter of the en, 
but his (e) Lady alſo undertook it as: her Pro- 

vince to - woe thoſe of her Sex to embrace the 
. Worſhip of the true God , whom ſhe preſented 
' (as the happy. Iſſue of her Soul, and knew yet no 
other Travel) to her Abraham, to be admitted 
into-the Communion of the Church in his Houſe, 
and adopted into all the Priviledges-of his Spi- 


ritual Daughters. Wonder not then, that their 


Train is/encreaſed, and theſe Children of their 
' Fairb have Zeal and.Strength enough to leave al 
their intereſt in Harar to wait on their holy Pa 
rents into Canaan. 1 , 


All theſe had God given him in Exchange for 


a Father. whom he here thinks fit to take to him 
' ſelf, /: The good Old Terah, who had followed 
- hum hitherto, falls here z whoſe. Funeral he So- 
lemnizes with a becoming Gravity and Sadnel: 
_ and withdraws himſelf;to Weep in Secret, leſt b 
yielding too” much. to Paſſion, he Berrayes th 
Honour of his Faith and Religion. Grzef (tho 
Natural ). -is ſome kind of Debaſement 'of. th 
Soul;z; forgetting. herſelf, in ſtooping to. ever 
+ petty Croſs, in the Nonage of her: /nfant Eſta 
. (e)-Tenent Hebrei Abram viros, Saram mulieres, in Dei 
znſtituiſſe, atque zta eos Deo procreaſſe, Fagius, 


by 
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bat growing up to the. knowledye of her Prince- 
ly Birth,” ſhe draws that holy Sweetnefs from her 
high Relation to God, as ſoon makes her clear up 
again, to fortifie her ſelf againſt all-the weak- 
neſſes that diſſolve her, *Twere Treaſonagainſt- 
Abraham's dutiful Piety to diſpute -his: conſci- 
entious Care in confirming his Father -in all the 
comforts of the Promiſed Seed, that ſhould one 
day ſpring from his: Blood, for the perfection of 
his Happineſs in the future World:God that knew 
Abrabam*s Faithfulneſs in-the teaching ' of his 
Children and Houſhold; might 'well truſt him in 
the diſcharge of his Duty to his deareſt Parent : 
Who by the ſame Arguments that he prevailed 


with him to forſake his Country, might he eaſily 


wrought to forget and abjure any Confidence in 
the vain /dols he had ſerved there. Happy Terah 
inſuch a Son, who became the Parent of his Fa- 


Wthers better Life, and the bleſſed Inſtrument of 


his Eternal Salvation. Complements of-Sextoriry 


are vainly inſiſted- on in the greater concern of 
'MEndleſs Happineſs : Nor do we find the'O/d ar 


peeviſhly puſhing away his Sox from .him;"with 


Fche Phlegmatick Obje&ions of the Novelty of his 
TFReligion, or angerly pleading for the Antiquity 


of his own : '7 well if by any means, and at laſt ' 


Y we arrive at the Savins Knowledge, Methinks I 


ſee him. humbly bowing his hoary Head to the 


EF God. who vouchſafed to Carechiſe him by the 


Lips of his own Child. He gratefully Embra- 
ces the Promiſe, Dies in the Hopes and Appre- 
henfions of it, and is wafted by a ſhorter cut 
into the Heavenly Canaan; Abraham commends 


Wis Spirit: into the Hands and Mercy of the 


b 3 . Father 


Father of it by humble Supplications, and did 
well improve the Leſſon of his Parents A0rta. 
| tity, as never to forget in-his greateſt Height and 
' Strength, that he himſelf was Duſt. Tour Fa. 


'  Thers where are They? The Children of the Bed. 


chamber canmmot Mourn, ſo long as the Bridegroom 
5 with:them. Abraham's holy: Heart was ſo full 
of God, that he hath little room left for Sor- 
TOW. Yet doth not Religion teach us Sroiciſm, 
( for Fers Wept ) but excellently direfts us to Re- 
gulate and Moderate our Natural Paflions, which 
little prevail when Divine Joy prepoſleſſes the 
Soul: How hardly then are Fears wrung out ? 
Therefore Grief and Pain bave no place in Heaven, 
where the Spiris 1s ſwallowed up inits Maſters Foy. 


. 
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Abrahain removes out of Haran into Cana- 


an. Gd welcomes him into the Land that 
he had gromiſed to fhew him : Which is ſeal- 
ed to his Children by Promiſe. He returns 
thanks; and ſets up the true Religion there. 
A Famine ariſes, aid he is forced to remove 
into Egypt ; where he denies his Wife thr 
fear... She is taken from him by the Kin, 
whom God plagues for the Rape, They are 
diſmiſſed, and return again into Canaan. 


þ thi dayes of Mourning for his Father being 
expird, view we now the great Parriarch 
diſlodging again in a ſuitable Magnificence and 
AC Sy EN Stare, 
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State, - Every Motion, of he; Ark, of Gor! Rem 
kak Great fo tread --with; Majeſty, 
Nor was there a greater upon Earth than oddras/ 
bam, who was every..day;growing::yÞ t9. be the. 
Mighty Pillar on. which, ;Ggd.; would (yild his; 
Church,i that muſt; ſtand for vers: 01 35:5 1 
'Twas in the Seventy, fifth Year::of this Age: 
that he paſſed out, of , Har,. not; without! » 
ſpeciab-Order of God,; who, now withount- fir 
ther delay leads bim-down; by .the: and inte; 
Canaan: This' was that good Land winch:ihe: 
had promiſed, to ſhew; him.-:God ;#ever. diſap- 
points our bopes that are, prounded on. his .omnWord., 
His Eyes doubtleſs are greatly lurprized with: 
the pleafing Proſpects of that .goodly, Coun- 
trey. Heaven, will. -be -infinitely; better; then 
what we- are. able to; cahgeive , of: it; hare! de- 
low. ; when,we. ſhall ; ſee ic with quriKyes, owe 


Þ ſhall..confeſs that, half af .its glory -as- nor 


conveyed to our Ears.. . Abraham trayals jon, till 
he arrives at the pleafantPlains of Adorphy, adorn. 
ed with a -delightfql Grove, of ſtately: Oaks; 
here be hath. the. honour,:of; another Vilit from 
Heaven 3 God welcomes Mm into.Canaay,,$0far 
Is he from tiring opr Fai, that he loves to re+ 
freſh it with, the. ſwees. repaſts' of his, gracious 
Preſence ; he will not give ground df: fuſpirt- 
on. by too. tedious abſence from . his. Abraham; 
that he. had drawn fit; out 'of bis Countrey 
to; his. loſs. . Gow is | every, where - preſent 40; the 
eyes of , ptr. Faith, but: ſometimes mare. fenfibly 
to... the - joy and | rejoycing. of -our Hearti: 4. will 
manifeſt. my. {elf to him ;- A Mercy that, the, Strav- 
ger intermedleth not mg: God never-comes emp- ' 
| 4s va ty 
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ty handed" to his' Servants, but brings that with 
him' that ſhall-make”up*his Entertainment and 
Welcome'y ht knows that Man hath nothing 
worthy of Himſelf, -and: therefore expefts no- 
thing from him but/an'open and thankful Hand 
anUHeart to receive his Kindneſs:- Oper thy mouth 
wide, and 1-will fill it. - Were our Faith ſo great 
. and' large as/ to-comprehend- the vaſt extenſions 
of his -Bounty,. we* might. fetch down' Heaven 
into-our-boſoms :'* Tis'our' weakneſs and inca- 
pacity: that pits him "on feeding us C as Infants ) 
with ſuch ſeanty 'dropsof his Fulneſs : Our bar- 
ren” Hearts might otherwiſe break out into thou- 
ſands -and' teh thouſands: of raviſhing Pleaſures 
and - Joys,” which the'narrowneſs of our ſpirits 
-doinow-moſt unhappily deprive us of. | 

-* Thus-full' fraught-with Bleſſings appears God 
unto: Abraham, ' and brings ' down 'with him a 
Conveyaite of all the Kingdoms of ' Canaan to 
Him ard his Heirs for -ever. Indeed the. Te- 
#aits were not- to” be-' thrown out of 'Poſ- 
feſſion” preſently,” but” the Eſtate ſhontd be as 
ceftain*to_ him as if If were- already in hand: 
The-poer*Sirves that had-it, were to be ſpared 
for ſome- rime, 'till they had dreſſed it-up into 
amore: delightfal Habitation for his Children, 
They ha@forfeired their Copies already into his 
hands;*hnd he 'might'difpoſe_ of them'at his'own 
Pleaſurez yet will -he be'fo gracious 'as not too 
rigorouſly* or:haſtily tb-niake: his Entry,” 'till he 
try whether they\would ſubmit themſelves; and 
if not, -he'will yet wait. for his Goodneſs fake, 
and '{o' ſhould Abraham for the Promiſe ſake: 
And thongh' they would pay him but m_ Acc 
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* kyowledgment 5s their great Landlord," yet ſhould: 
his Poſterity fill their Exchequers with the, 4r- 

g WW rears, and bring ſuch Writs of Ejefiment with 


D- them-as ſhould very feaſibly root” them out of 
1d their Eſtates and Lives together. b | 
th il ' The wickedeſ# Men have a civil Right to all they 


at enjoy, from. the Title of general Providence ;, and 
ns though themſelves weaken it by their unſuffera- 
en ble Provocations, and ſm themſelves out of doors, 


A- yet it is not' for Man'to take the Forfeiture 
$) without- Orders. from above. Thoſe who vio- 
r- | late the Proprieties of others on the bare pre- 
»u- i tence of a' greater Intereſt in God, and break 


res || open their Houſes without a Warrant from Hea- 
ts I - ver, may chance at the Aſſizes to be found 
evilty of that Riot which- will ſhame and con- 
od EW - found the pretenders for ever. | Since God hath 
1 2 K confirmed the Grant in Heaven, and ſent it 
to | down to be proclaimed by the Mouth of a ve- ' 
Te-W ry Beaſt; 4m not-I thine Aſs ? To teach us, 
of- | that they who diſpute it, are \greater Brates 
as than he. | 
nd ; - But. what Man mf not, God may do; He 
red is the Fudge who putteth down one to ſet up ano- 
nto| ther in his ſtead. The Moſt High ruleth in the - 
ren. ll Kingdom: of Men, and giveth them to'whomſoever 
his] he will, yet never by- unrighteons Sentence ; 
»wn fl for he tempereth his Juſtice with fo” much Le- 
tool nity. and Patience, that he ſhameth Offenders 
| heſſÞ -into a bluſhing Confeſſion of their own Guilt 
and] and Madneſs, and leaveth it to themſelves to 
ake, | conſider, how little he hath contributed to their 
ike: Ruine. | 
Abs The Ivheritance is Promiſed, but where is the 
Heir ? 


Heir 4 Where, but lying Dormant in the Womb 
of the ſame: Promiſe. Abraham muſt, wait for 
both ; He that believeth doth not make haſte. God 
mworketh every thing by the leiſurely degrees of his 
Wiſdom and Will, He that made all things to 
ſtart up. out of i\nothing at: the firſt, could have 
ealily healed the defect of Sarah's Wamb, and 
made her a preſent Mother of Generations ; 
whereas yet, muſt ſhe wait. five and twenty. Years 
longer for one Son : But God ever aCts ac- 
cording to the wiſe Purpoſes of his own Coun- 
cil, and what is Man that he ſhould Anticipate 
the Decrees of 'the Almighty ? Let Abraham 
live a. while upon the Naked Promiſe, which 
is therefore .ſo often repeated to him - again 
and again, that he might feed afreſh upon the 
Sweets of its Aſſurance, and: every. time he 
looked up .to Heaven and law the Starrs, or 
down on the Earth to behold the little Dufts 
thereof, or paſling to the Sea might view -the 
ſands, ſhould from all theſe be put in. mind of 
the Goodneſs of his God, who had ſecur'd him 
a Polterity as innumerable as theſe, .and all to 
proceed from a barren Womb, the Work of that 
God. only that calleth thoſe things that (yet )' be 
»0t, 4s tf they were. 5 

" We are ſhut, up tin unfruitful Nature and Un- 
belief,, and nothing can open ns unto God but | Him- 
felf : could we believe aright with Abraham,. from 


oxr . very Sterility and Notbingneſs would ſtart . up 


fuch 4 Progeny of Graces and Comforts, which. an 
Eternity ſhould never ſee extintt. 


Abraham bows, and . believes, and bows a- 


gain, and can never enough admire the infi- 
| nite- 
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of.the Great Abraham. Ar 
niteneſs of the Love of his God, to.him : He 
raiſes up Altars, and ſends up his thankful 
Heart in'the- ſmoak of his Sacrifices : Every 


Place where he paſſes is perfom'd with his In- 
'cenſe, and God ſmells the ſweet ſavonr of it 


from above. Great # the correſpondency of, the 
grateful Heart with Heaven. Seven times .4 day 
do 1 praiſe thee. as 

But does Abraham remember where he. is? 
Is not his Zeal above his Diſcretion ? The Ca- 
naante was yet in the. Land; and what. makes. 
him thus bold to invade the Countrey, and bring 


-in a Religion with him ſo perfeQly different 


from all theirs ? He finds them a fierce and 
cruel People, flaming themſelves with their Idols. 


'Tis ſtrange he did nor ſmother -his own \ in. a 


politick Concealment, and more prudently have 
conſulted his ſecurity : No, but: with a Con- 
rage and Undauntedneſs, great as his Heart, 


he dares own the Truth, and the ' God- of it, 


in the Faces of them all. He charges the De- 
vil 'in_ his own Quarters, and ſets up an Ark, 
before which he knew all the Dagons of the 
Countrey muſt one day fall. \Fearleſneſs and 
Courage. for God is the natural fruit of a lively 
Faith. Confeſſion muſt be open and valorous : He 
that 14 aſhamed of me, of him will I be aſhamed. 
Abraham knew the God with whom he was in 
League, was ſufficiently able to defend him. What 
are the: combined Policies and Forces of Men, 


| that cannot move a _Joynt any further than as 


commilſionated by the- firſt: 24over, whom Abra- 
ham had ſecured to- himſelf! He that hath a 
Gad to truſt in, and fears what Man can do: 
"+". Hae againſt- : 
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againſt him, .deſervedly -forfeits -his  Pretence 


and Hope in the Almighty. Protection. Fleſh+ - 


may recoil a little, but Faith ſtands its ground and 
is ſafe. Having therefore the Grant of | the 
whole Kingdoms fo ſurely confirmed to him 
from \ Heaven, he paſſes -up and down the Coun- 
trey as their Prence, -and- makes his Kingly Pro- 
greſs with a Breaſt devoid of all fear, which 
he leaves to torment the boſoms 'of thoſe who 
were perfectly Srrangers to his God, © Would 
we keep Heaven in our Eye, and our Hopes 
clear and unblotted npon our Heart, we might 
follow him with the ſame Gallantry of Spirit 
through all the Territories of the Sons of /the 
Gyant, and paſs from pleaſure to pleaſure. 


Faith 1s a prying Grace, and narrowly ſurveys 'the - 


XMap' of the celeſtial Canaan, ro make diſcovery 
of thoſe joyful Manſions which our hope tells us are 
as ſecure ro us, as if already we were in poſſeſſi- 
on, ( through Grace) by the Yertue of the 
ſame Covenant that God ſealed to” Abraham. 


While "this Great Prince is thus recreating 


himſelf in the variety of the pleaſurable Pro- 
. ſpefts of Canaan, he is ſurprized by a diſcove- 
ry of a Leanneſs that appeared upon the; face 
of the Fields, ſuch as might well make way for 
Jealouſie to ariſe within him of its natural- Fer- 
tility and Goodneſs. Alas! God had lock'd 


-up the Womb of Nature that was produdtive. 


enough of it ſelf: It was He that called> for a 
Famine, and brake. the whole Staff of Bread : This 
fruitful Land is made barren for the Wickedneſs 
of them that dwelt therein : Even Canaan yields not 
her Increaſe, and Abraham muſt learn the Leſſon, 

— that 


\ 
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that Man. liveth not by Bread alone. When God 
ſtops: his Ear, aid} hears not che Heavens, they 
muſt not hear: che Earth, nor the' Earth the Corn. 
In vain do Men Plant and Water, where: God 
withdraws the*Bleſſing. Manna' ſtill falls from 
Heaven by .the immediate i hand of his: Provi- 
dence. ' Subſtra&t- but the Divine Influence, and 
the whole Earth -turns Deſert ; you may Plow 
the Rocks with the ſame : hopes © of © Increaſe; 
Men diſtra&tedly Sacrifice t0::their *own'- Net and 
Dragg : All means are fſubſervient to the ſu- 
pream Will of God, who although he ordina- 
rily works by them, and ſometimes without 
them, yet not-always with them, and. then all - 
means are vain. We mult :endeavour becauſe 
he: hath Commanded, and hope for a Bleſfling 
becauſe he” hath Promiſed ; but if that fail; it 
is becauſe we have ſinned, and ſin too frequent- 
ly "ſtops up the common current of his Good- 
neſs, that it cannot flow down upon -us in ſuch 
fall ſtreams of Bounty as .it would : Tour” Iniqui- 


ties, O ye Canaanites, have turned away, and with- 


holden good things from you. © God. ſhoots his .Evil 
Arrow, of Famine” into: the heart of the Land, 


- he is already beginning to weaken their ſtrength, 


and ſhewing his. Abraham by -what variety of 
Means' he could: beat down all their proud Con- 
fidence. and Power His Children ſhould 'have 
no. impoſlible: task. to obtain Poſietlion, tince' he 
hath other Weapons to ſpend upon them. be- 
lides the Sword : He could famiſh them all in- 
to Skelerons, and make them drop down before 
him as Dead Men.. It is confidently averred, 
that this Famine was Tent only as another Try- 
| al 
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Egypt: The-Church is ever-in Motion, as: the 
. Sun, -darting out-her quickning Beams and Lighr, 
W hat. is- Life it” ſelf _bur, a toſling too and fro, 
by- alternate - motions, -into variety of Objects 
and Events... Who would not -think the Princes 


Abraham 7 who fix'd in the Orbs of their Maje- 
{ty and Grandeur, had little elſe to: do:than to 
play with -che Leviathan in. the. wide Ocean of 
exchanged Pleaſures, and: to;glide from-Joy to 
Joy ; while the good Patriarch oppreſſed with 
Famine and Want, is forced to travel- to ſeek 
his Bread; and | yet was he:the only Golden Por, 
which wss brim-full with fpiritual 2farma, while 
all They as poor Earthen Pitchers run oyer.on- 
ly with the deadly Pottage;of their own Scech- 


- when /himſelf-is lodged ..in-the perpetual Ark; 
"Tis 4ll judging-of the. Churches. Complexion while ſhe 
is ſullied 1m the ſmoak, of the Afiitting Furnace, 
No'Man-: knoweth :eirber Love or Hatred: by all 
that #5: before him. dings Aris 

Abrabam in his Progreſs 'to Egypt unhappily 
diſcovers an. impending danger, and:-as well as 
he could ; projects . to divert it. 
were a 1uxurious. and lafcivious .People, and 
for--ought he knew his: #/ife's beautiful Eyes may 
dart thoſe Arrows into their Hearts which might 
poſlibly:at laſt retort -upon' his own - Head. He 
juſtly: fears thoſe-that fear not God. Luſt 1s outra- 

ions, and limited by no; boundaries ; 'tis a Devil 


ter it,. and cares not through what : Blood and 


Dangers.it. wades t@ its own ſatisfaction... He 
13 


of the Earth incomparably more ' happy : than 


ing, and at. laſt are broken in pieces- together, 


The; Egyptians 


that breaks all the Chains that pretend to fet- | 


CR Aa” Gas as: 

| ofthe: Great Abrabamzz «29: 
is going; down 'thither., for - Breadz; and; now; is 
peo arte enge pan Beway; «by 
AANgperous e in the way of our, ptipripage'; tor 
| rhe dangers he cantrives #0, threng- 
; then the ſilver Cord. of bis Life, by-looſening the 

| fl golden Bands of his Marriage. ; Sarah: that chad 
conſented” long ago to'.become . bis Wife, muſt = 
now. write the Bi 'of her own Dwoorse;; andi' coly 


evil Neleſſng bloſſom from thy Aſhes ? (+) Bat where is 
fer- {be Jewel that hath. no. flaw, .and_ the Faith that. 


d H I—_ eg: ; » QRE.3>5 wt PD, we lo? f-x Y 
He || Of) Hor fatum Abrithe infirmitate non videtuy carthe.”Ainly!. - 
w:# \ '< Y 
13 | E Is 


\ 


7 


26 Remarqtre 
Egypt.» The-Church is ever -in Motion,: as: the 
. Sun, -darting out-her quickning Beams and Lighr, 
W hat. is Life itſelf but, a toſling' too- and fro, 
by- alternate - motions, into variety of Objects 
and Events... Who would not think | the Princes 


Abraham 2 who fix'd in the Orbs of their Maje- 
{ty and Grandeur, chad little elſe to: do:than to 
play with: the Leviathan inthe, wide Ocean of 
exchanged Pleaſures, and: to,glide from-Joy to 
Joy.; while the good Patriarch oppreſſed with 
Famine and..Want, is forced to travel- to. ſeek 
his Bread.; and yet was he :the only Golden Por, 


all They as poor Earthen Pitchers run oyer.-on- 
ly with the deadly Potrage:of their own Scerh- 


_ when /himſelf- is lodged in the perpetual Ark; 
"Tis ill judping-of the Churches. Complexion while ſhe 
is ſullied--in- the ſmoak, of the Afiifting Furnace. 
No+Man-: knoweth :eirber Zove or Hatred by all 
that us: before him. fo? ef Hit 

Abrabam in his Progreſs 'to Egypt unbappily 
diſcovers an. impending danger, and: as well as 


were a 1uxurious: and lafcivious .People, and 
for--ought he knew his: #/ife's beautiful Eyes may 
dart thoſe Arrows into their Hearts which might 
poſlibly: at: laſt retort.-upon his own- Head. He 
juſtly: fears thoſe<that fear not' God. Luſt 3s outra- 
gious, and limited by no: boundaries ; 'tis'a Devil 
that breaks all the Chains that pretend to fet- 
ter it,. and: cares not through what ) Blood and 
Dangers. it. wades t@ its own ſatisfaction: He 

is 
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of ' the Earth - incomparably more ' happy :than 


which wss brim-full with fpiritual 2fanma,: while 


ing, and at. laſt are broken in pieces together, - 


he could ; projetts .to divert it. The; Egyprians 


A 


of the rs. "*_ 
is going; down 'thither., for - Breadzj ard ndw; is 
aftaid'to be ſwallowed: himſelf. | Beautyyds but 
dangerous luggage. in the way. of our, pilprimage! 'z; for 
prevention. of the danger;: he cantrives ft0;ftreng-" © 
then the ſilver Cord. of bis Life, by-looſening x 
golden Bands of his Marriage. ; - Sax; that chad 
conſented” long ago to' become bis «Wife, . moſt 
now. write the Bill 'of her own Divnorse;; andi cot 
ſent again to be his; S:ftr.5; he Wooes her: a ſe- 
cond. time to diſownihim as - an Hutbands, and 
the poor. Zady. tfinſt-hide her Weddmg” Ring in 
her Boſom,! leſt it Wedd-ber Lord vo his: e.g 
Could: Abtaham have” remoyed..the Rrinkles that 
this fear. hath fixt onithe .fair Face;of:his: ariboye! 
tiful. Faich,, and; plac!d' them..is;the Hacebetd 
his Sarah, *tis- probgble the! Egy Egyptians. mi Te be m_ 
have -had-that ADDERe th ſs #8:bh9 
ſake he ſhould dread$o be 
badft been bete, my Father (oh gs at ker 
not. Sarah. take his: ante. fromshiny 0d: Ire 
aſunder, theſe, Warers..pf Feeouf For iCrPERSs Whexs, 
# the Ird: God of- Abraliam,:: Lt? U aFh;£0-Yart 
theſ Waves, of danger. hither - and, thyther" and; 
cauſe.them to fly DE 0 .maks:9,/#16 path, 
throngh»them all to, tread. on? of {Ai: Safi 
Fear came-+over his; Heart, ſhe; had ke) rep ut | 
PT. 


her Duty,.as 'a good: Wife,to, have.: 


with. a. Cordial, which ſoon; bad. Toner him. 
into 2..Spirit agaln 5/4; 1fhee: Abrahams ſholl-ath: 
the families. of the KEgrth- be: bleſſed; Mult That, 
Bleſſing vioſom from thy Aſhes ? (+) Bt where is 


the 7ewel Chat ba hath no flaw, and. the Faith bhab. 


"Ot Hoe "fatum Hrtha FE TOTPY non” videtis cath. Aibly!, 
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2 nemirgbesontheKi- | 
is V6! of: all fear. *"We"mult ſeek ib in'Hea-" 
ven, wheres Þerfett- Dover eafteth (it ont. CF amine 
had debpenr Dim down hicher, and: fear ſarpri- 
788 DvOheret- We muſt forget that-we' are in 
cb Weld-if* we promiſe our ſelves Feeuriey 
Sock 2FYorbtes"in (eg, | 
bl Abrehian is ttor-decetvedci in the Eeypridns; that 
 whielike ferred ivcome tpowhim'; no ſooner 'is 
| he oe iato the: Laff: bat every Month is 
"0 the + - Enbdinilwhs 'of the <Bvautiful 
yoagen 4 They (ga3e 6h Her as on ſome Auſpi- 


clons #4 that was afrivedto ſcatter her Divine | / 
Inflicites over /all- the: -Kidom. Fhe» News | | 
haſtify*ihcr216) Gonrt; think with whar little | £ 
Dicer and all-her Train, of: Ladies © 

rec i$the Riſtigs df another 'Sun'in'their P 
—_— will Jaw: [theini- all -into-perfect || 1 

= @Pfinces (deſpairing to |. #: 
Lees Rats yore-her" to: the | of 
eg tH6''R yal'B *Fhey vie- with"each NF ge 
oo'y «vH87Hhow = the Pane yricks s of her || be 
PFhiſeO wth! gredte me into the Ears of || oy 
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Nor athen@han —_— Wike for theSechrity || of 
of his Head, and: whettre he -wight ro pine 


$75: 1217 +65 (5 


oa god. £11k nk oa 163653 55 EY 


mm—_— 


(5) Por, Auld Gem, Trcine prajem Regie, guerre Bru 
7L . | the Y-- 


*0f theGreat Abraham. {Es 29 


the- greateſt ProteCtion, there he finds his great- 
-oſt  Danper.- ' Yet, while himſelf owns her bur 
as+a Sites; -and \ denies her as a Wife, he Legvti- 
mares the:Rape; and: her own ſilence makes it itil] 
the le Criminal. How-gteat werethe conteſts 
of ' Love' and Fear cofiflifting together in her 
Breaſt;/4s better imagined 'than expreſſed; There 
are ſome- Paſſions that" Letters and Words are tog 
weakro Decipher;* But.wharbright Ray is this that * 
[ diſcover 'gildiag'the:Cloud, and Shining-thro 
all the Storm into the Heart of the -Great" Abra- 
bam ?' Can we think that he fo tamely parts with 
his deareſt Lady, to offer her up a Sacrifice to 
the Luſt of a Pagan, from-a_ principle of' baſe 
Cowardifſe? AW hat meaner Spirit values 'a'Life to 
preſerve \his Xonoar, and will not rather ſuffer a 
Thouſand deaths, thandurvive a deſpicable 1p- 


_ vument of -Shame ahd Scorn ? Fealouſic i the rage 


of a Man, ard he will not ſpare in the dey of Ven- 
geance:; oand; ſhould not-'$arab have kneeled; and 
begged huh to difpatech her our of -Life-with his 
own Hands, wather 'than .thus to 'Profticare ther 
Glory:ito dn Eternal-Jorominy that could never 
be wip'di off ? 'Whence 1s) it then, that they"fo 
ealily ſeparate; and ſhe/ ſeems to paſs. from him as 
if ſhe haftened after another-Lover-in the'Coutt of 
Epype ?.Alvno ! :Abrabamhad' recovered himſelf 
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30 .. Remarques: on the Life | 
the King,” with the: ſame. Confidence - as af- 
rerwards he offered.up his; Soz unto, God,. with | 
a certain, aſſurance of: that Infinite Wiſdom and 
Power, :that.could find ways enough to prevent 
the Violation of his Sarah's Chaſtity. ' And ſhe her 
ſelf doubtleſs had confirmed Him. into: all: the 
Confidences of her Fidelity, that the long Ex- 
perience of her Goodneſs , Conſtancy, and;.carnelſt 
Afﬀetions to. fo worthy. a Lord could affix upon 
him. - Welt might ſhe be raviſhed from-his Boſom 
into. Pharaoh's. Houſe, but ſhe doubted. not; God 
would: provide , her an | /nnocent Lodging there, | 
without being forced within his: Cartatos-. . > 
- In Confidence therefore of Divine ProteC&tion, 
Abraham ſurrenders her up tothe Court. The 
Heart of |her' Husband \doth_ ſafely. truſt--in her: 
Princes do- every thing in State, they 'paſs with | 
conliderate Steps, ,even into. the Bed -of Love: 
Motions of Majeſty are Deliberate ;, *tis below... ings 
to” Violate.or be Rough. They are loſers by 
.Violence, while they know there -islittle: plea- 
ſure in..conſtrained Embraces. Amnor loaths, 
and Bolts out the Lady. that he had Raviſhed.” A 
:little 'Patience ripens the Flower. of their Deſires, 
which Precipitancy vainly. Crops in the:Bud ;z and 
'we know. Zonarchs Woe by Proxy, which' yields F] 
great advantage to delay and. excuſe. .And FÞ 
doubtleſs Sarah had Arts: enough to: ſhift/off* roo b 
cloſe Applications that were made by the .Cour- th 
tiers in the. behalf of their after, or by Him for th 
bimfelf. -- Abraham is courted too, *andcareſfed | ;;: 
withall the Complements of -Endearment,. - Each Bo 
Officer cringes. to. him, as to the Riſing Favourite, 
anda Growing Ally to the Crown ; the x” 

| "x c 
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ſelf treats him with that Courreſie as might molt | 


* powerfully, win bim to his Intereſt-;., He obliges 


him to favour. his Sr by all poſlible-demonſtra- 


_ tions of his Royal Bounty, - which Abraham moſt 


gratefnlly returns to: his Courtiers, to whom (if 
we may. believe Joſephus) he became a-Turor, and 


,tavght-them- a Nobler - Science than.;the-Art of 


Love, .bringing them to Doat on the: Beawy of 
the Heavens, which far exceeded that of» his life. _ 
And ſome of them (as Chry/oſtom thinks) -to'the 
knowledge of that God who had fixed the Lufture 
upon them, WET CE 

A Jewiſh Tradition makes us believe, that Sarah 
had a Tutelar Angel ſent her from God, to ſe- 
cure her from all the Aſſaults of this Tyrant, who, 
upon every riſing of his Luſt and, Hot deſires, 
would ſtrike him into ſo-perfe& an /mporency, as 
forced him to paſs from her Chamber with the 


ſhame "and vexation of an Eunuch,/ laden only , 


with the Spoils of his fruſtrated Hopes, [inſtead 
of thoſe of her Honour ,, while. her, elf. ſtapds 
Laughing (as her Children afterwards)-'on -the 


Shore-of ſecurity and freedom; whenthis Pharaoh, 


venturing to purſue her, hath the Heels of his 
eagerneſs tript up, and.is ſent. to cool his 
Flames ina Watery Bed. ; POE” 

'*Twas indecd from a Power unconquerable as 
her Own, Steel'4| with a Sp:ri* wholly Divine, 


that ſhe gloriouſly ſtood the Shock, and baffled all 


the. Artagues that were made upon, her Yertue ; 
till at laſt God pittying this Noble Free-woman,in 
Bandage here under the Tyranny of this impious 
Prince, and hearing from above the Sighings of the 
Priſoner, was reſolved to knock off the A 
| Cc 3 (0) 
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of her Captivity, with ſych :an Hanmer as ſhall 


make the Foundation of her Priſon-to ſhake; ang 


the. Keepers thereaf'to Tremble. | A Clond of In- 
dignation»Condenſes over their Heads; and falls 
down it aſhower - of Plagues upon them.” The 
whole Coprt is under Horrour, and Labqurs under 
Diſeaſes; and- perfe@t”. Confuſion. » The [tiappy 
Pair are\in Eaſe and Safety,while ' Thar is nnder 
Conſtetnatipn and Diſorder. Some ſay, the. M4- 
gicians are" conſulred, to'enquire. into-the Cauſes 
of the Wrath of Heaven; others, that,$arab her 
{elf is re-examined' from the Jealouſie they. har- 
bonred of her nearer Relation to: Abraham. * In. 
deed ſhe knew her ſelf (as Joy the: procuring 
cauſe of the-Storm, and that a little time mighr 
blow Her into Harbow and: Safety.. They all 
grow Sick;of the New 1iftreſs, and would gladly 
ſend her'packing for calm-Weather again ;. them- 
&lves: wiſh her another. Lover, and would gladly 


Pay-a Prieſt to. Marry her a, Second. time into 


Abrabam's Bojom ;, and poſſibly they might: ſave 
that labour, or- the 'SYſfer may. be the" Wife al- 
ready,”  Gotþad ſent. down from Heaven an-am, 
ple Certificate of the Marriage, which'they might 
read but too plainly: df Charatfers of Judgment, 


'*_ "Sarah (as ſome ſay) upon Examination *con- 


felſpis the'whole, and now! (if at any time) [had 
Abraham yilt ground to-fear ; bur God:-had Tecu- 
red him from the- fright, for if they were this 
Plagved far the gailr-ber of an Unlawful defire 
to his; fo; what Thionld an be, # hey "_ 
' violent Hands on her Hubarn 
Thereiscerrain: Divine hp ie aac of 2 Mejeſ 
feared in the "iy Content) of The-iruly o. 
th 


_—_ 


- 
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as 


1y, and- ſhining- theeein-ifo clear a»Dighe, + as 
- never fails to ſtrike; Hetran iato. theidHearts: of 
propbane, Men.; A Spirin of | Glory; reſbihg upon 
them, thetimelts the:Droſlie Spirits-af the wick- 
ed, - whoare made ro fail-before it; andYicibthet 
dne Veneration and Reyerehce-as preatly xendgto 
"their. Zonowr, -and- happy ySecurity--frombdanger; 
ſo that: thejhand: of iCruelty Wants: an-Heartto 
offer 2-rude Toych: to;Ggas i Anomted;:.of. todo 
his Prophets Harm.” It was. this Venerable: Afpet? 
gona Brow: of: the Great Abrabam from 
whoſe: Eyes datted. the Lightning that-;Pierced 
the Breaſt of this Egyriay Ki7g, anddiffoly'd him 
from | his; Natural; Feraciy:, into fo Adcekrand 
gentle a Temper,:that-inſtead of -the Thander of 
Wrath we imight have expeCted; to haverratled 
from his-farious and-ihcebfed- Spirit; we-find 
nothing} biſt- the {#1 {ma Voicerofiial foft and 
weaker.rebuke ; Why :/{&4ſt rbow ; She 15,my+Sifter? 
It is God that turns the Hearts of -Kingswbither ſoewer 
he will,” 'Mcethinks 1 fee the: Blood [that Anfler/the 
firſt Temptation :1had- paſſed: frata i fbnichaw's 
Cheeks to gnard his Hearty and; left hit Flo with 
Fear, now rchluirning al back againz/makingihit 
bluſh with Shame. Nor :conld he: in:Gividity-d6 
leſs than wear the ſame Avery with; the: Kg, 
whoſe Face 15 dipt into the: ſame -Serrlct;:1and 
bluſheth-as-deep as he, from: the. Gonfcience-of 
1{o-great an: injury done: by bim to the: bady of 
fo Mighty.a Perſanage-as Abrabam./! 0! To 9: 
.*Tis ſtrange: thisi\Fallgcychad | nat. wrought? T6 
greater Vengeance. Fixes ſeldom. obredk »the 
Hffroxts made upon their Repurations ori; AfetHions. 
{Pis-but Sport and Ret#ear5os to them to Revenge 
; C 4 them- 
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: thefnſslves, 'eſpecially' where there” isnot'a pro. 
portionable' Strength for! Defence, and where 
- £66, There: is* nothing bot Nature" to'check, its 
ry ard Rape, But the [Zora mas there, and the 
&\Court was underithe Sores of his Wrath, 
WhbcthereforePolitickly conſult rather the more 
 (fafevandrgenerons” way \' of heaping up" Coals of 
EFire-upon" the' Head -of Her thathad: enflam'd 
Their Prince;*than-by any injurious uſage to'pro- 
voke greater'Flames on themſelves, * 0100 © 
_ ©" And the Monarch is tontent to pay welk for 
' his" Liquoriſh” Longints who'thinks>ir'Bargajn 
good” enovgh'if be buy>off his Galt: with the 
price» of. thoſe” liberal Preſents, which he ſa- 
crifices" as Tre ſpaſs-offerinss tor Abrabam, which 
he hopes will fatisfiefor the Sin of his 7gnorarce; 
after "whith 'received, ” he has * Audience: of ' leave 
and free Liberty to depart; who paſſes from the 
K axt We his Lady in his hand, 'a' Greater Man 
than: when'he came in. We muſt nor' forget the 
Kings.laſt Kindneſs ir giving ſevere Orders to the 
Guards for their intire;/fecurity,” making it little 
leſs that Treaſon for any SubjeCt: to'profane the 
Shrine" himſelf had fo religiouſly adored. : And 
furely'all\but need, while: he providently fore- 
faw how: the 'common People 'could eafily ex- 
* pound their greateſt Infolencies into good Ser- 
wiceto/ their ' Prince, when they heaped them 
on thoſe:only' who had been the: inſtrumental 
cauſe of ſo many plagues andmiſchicts'to him, 
(as they' think). Yulgar eyes (looking no higher 
than "the bloody Effetts of the Fudgment ) are verfeth 
ly blind from © any Penetration into the. firſt»procu- 
ring'Casfe. ' Had: Pharaohi's' Heart bin'as innocent 
ds hee oe hae F1 it 


*® 
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as Siahts Eyes, they had* never -fex'th vigour 
of Gods diſpleaſure apon theme / 47: - 
 The*Cburch hath bin ever indeed: + Babobh ome 
Stone'tg the Wicked, who making all-theiriforee 
t6-heave- and-lift- 2t- it, have-fonnd-not-their 
Shins erackt- only; but their Heart-Srrings. broken 
with” the weight of it. +. Whoſoever-i baths fallen :'6n 
this Stone, bath bin broken but'0n-: Wc dever. It 
hath» fallen, it. hath groun d bims into - powder. -- A Abra- 
ham . travelled into: _ bang becauſe they gave 
him fo-cold -a welcome behold va Farine _ 
themſelves, from thence he paſitd jnuro- Ep 
where they plague him by the Rape of his Wi 4% ; 
behold a Diſeaſe "on themſelves : See | Haman 
hanging on the” Gallows prepared - by-: himſelf 
for Mordecai, and ' an hundred: fourſcore- and. 
five thouſand Carkaſes ſpread as Dazg on the 
Fields of : Feruſalem, who threatned to "make the 
Inhabitants eat their own: All that burthen them- 
ſelves with this Stone, ſhall be ant in pieces, rh: all 
the People of the Earth be gathered togerher againſt 
it, Wherein they deal proudly, God 1s above them: ' | 
Abraham doubtleſs: had Impaired his Stock 
by- the 'Famine of Caxazn, 'and now. he abun- 
dantly recruits it in the Court of Egype 3 he was 
afraid to- loſe his:Life, where how I augments 
his -Eftate,. > His Wifes Face had not: bin 'more 
pleaſant than now profitable unto him-: inſtead. of 
being kil'd for 'Her ſake, he liges-and is enxich- 
ed'by her. By what ſtrange means. doth. the Church 
ſometimes thrive and proſper ! The;good Father 


went down into Egypt. but to- receive-the firſt 


Fruits of _ tlioſe; Spoils,, which : hereafter : his 
Grapd-children ſhall lade themſelves out "i, 
when 
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-when in'the like Aﬀright the--Egyprians conſent to 
be robbed by them. : -- ++ | 
+.» Bebold' we Him now retreating, repleniſhed 
-with Treafare and Joy, he leaves nothing behind 
him bur the Jxfelivicy of his Diffidence. in bis God, 
and could ' willingly part again with 'Pharah's 
\Preſents- to have purchas'd off the remembrance 
of his 0 i ; The beſt en are mo 
ſenſftble of .their. leaſh Failings, and are mdſt dee 
cre —_ them, while. Fall make a Ly of Bu 
and-think to +Jeer away,:their- Conſciences and 
Guilt together, God certainly left him here to 
Trip, for our-Inſtruftion-: And Abraham did tha 
"which was right in the Eyes of the Lord, and. turned 
1no6;.a/ide from any thing that ' he: commanded him all 
the aays of bis life ;, ſave only in the' matter of- his 
-Seſter : Yet hath he not wanted Advocates ,plead- 
ing ſo well for him,; that in this alſo he is mzde 
Janocent, andilittle fault found in him : to which 
may. be added this, That he receives no Reproof 
at all from Heaven. The beſt uſe we can-make 
of it,-is to learn where. to. look for . PerfeCQtion. 
JT py their vanity, who pretend to have their- Houſes 
of Clay areſs'd up with the furniture of the next World, 
when the Father of the Faithful hath nothing to 
boaſt of but what he receives from God. 

By daily Regreſles he now paſles back into Ca- 
naar, where: by this time the. Sraff of, Bread that 
broke under his.hand, was increaſed into many 
Band: of | Plenty.-'. He:proceeds to the Confines of 
Bethel, . which he had made Eminent by his-farſt 
' "Altar, there ereted unto God i; which. he reve- 
rently' repairs again:to. offer up thofe Sacrifice: 
of Thankspiviig,: which in Clouds of Perfume 


ſhall} 
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ſrall give publick+ Teſtimony. how :much- /bis 
gratefull- Heart was inflamed with-a maſt lively 
Reſentment of Gods: ſtupendions Goodneſs .to- 
wards Him and: his deareſt Wite, | in; their :mira- 
culous- Deliverance from al! the, dangers of.the 
Egyprian-Court:; And: he is glad to doit in this 
place where God had anſwered him :from; Hea- 
yen alrcady. The: very Spor- where divine \ Appea- 
rances are made, 1s. exceedingly delight ful and. affe- 
fins. "Alas, thine Altars, my.K ins dud my God ? 
How- then ſhould we- be | raviſhed with the re- 
membrance of that happy. place, - where; we-ſhall 
one day praiſe bim'for ever. IEEE 


CAP. 11. 


The Diſſention between Abrahams' Her sdmer 
and Lot's. The enſuing ſeparation. God 
appears to comfort and confirm Abraham 

. zu the Promiſe of Canaan. . Lot paſſes to 
Jordan. A War ariſes, The. Sodomites 
are vanquifh'd ; and the City ranſackt. "Lot 

#5 tarried away Priſoner. Np | 


; E-* T'the Son'of Haran, the Brother -of Abra- 


bam, had been the comfortable "Companion 
of his Travels from his firſt departure ontof UR: 
Therefore had God blefled him, and made him 
a preat'-Sharer 'in* the Mercies of the Covenanr. 
He'is' increaſed to that degree of Greatneſs in 
Wealth, 'and Subſtance with his*Vrkk, that now 


their Cohabitation- is rendred incompatible any 


longer, 
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longer. © Lots Eyes could not be ſo ſhort-ſighted, 
as not apparently 'to find, how Good it was for 
him to be here ;, and how much' he had profited 
-by- his dutiful reſpect” to his Fathers Brother, 
'who-had been' more than a Father to him. He 
reſented the Mercy, I hope, with a better heart, 
than that Atheiſtical Gown-mwz, who ſince cryed 
ont; Quantum nobis profuit hec Fabula de Chriſto! 
How: mach Wealth hath this Story of a Chriſt 
drought us? Poverty ſometimes parts good Compa- 
-ny,bat here'Kiches. And though themſelves agreed 
together in all the-Principles of Faith and Religion, 
yet the. very Cartel neceſliitate a Schiſ/m, and the 
only Quarrel is between the'Shepherds, who ſtu- 
died more the Bellies of the Sheep, than their 
Maſters happy Communion and Peace. Ir were 
well if the Paſtors of the Chriftian Flock had 
divided "on no- other Motives than Zeal for the 
good of the Sheep. There are Her&men,* who 
while they ſwagger for the Intereſt of the Flock, 
engroſs the whole Paſture to themſelves, and 
leave the poor Sheep to bite on *ſach hard 
Oarts which they cannot ſwallow nor digeſt ; 
they lead them from the green Paſtares of in- 
fallible Truth; and the pleaſant Warers of un- 
ſpeakable Comfort, to make them couch in the 
- barren. Wilderneſs of Uncertainties, and the 4y 
Heath of unprofitable Errors and Vamty. 

- The /wiſes Abraham not minding to eſpouſe 
the Fewds of. his Servants, thinks. fit in time 
.to preventa growing D#ſſention-in his Honſhould; 
. by a prudent giving way to the. preſent necel- 
ſity, reſolves. rather - to take leave of his Ne- 
.pbew; than his Peace and quiet, He cannot tell 


znto 
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- into what Combuſtion theſe | quarreHome-/ Fel- 


lows might. throw his Family; and therefore he 
Addreſſes his Kinſman with ſich fair Propofals, 
as ſhould quickly depreſs the. Flame, and: evi- 
dently ſhew him the true Nobleneſs of the-Mind - 
from whence they ariſe. The ſtrongeſt  Gbriſtian, 
is ever the trueſt Gentleman, who: is happy. in a. 
natural Facility and ſweet Condeſcention of:Spi- 
rit, which on eyery occaſion ſo becomingly 
paſſes. from him, to command a Power overthe 
Afﬀeftions of all that obſerve him.. He keeps the 
Gates of his Soul eyer open as a pallage for /elf to 
walk out at, when a weaker Faith bolts it- ſelf 
in, and cannot fo eaſily Sacrifice. its Intereſts to ' 
the Honour of Peace and Truth. - Princes ſcorn 
to ſpend a thought on the petty pretences., which 
meaner Subjets purſue with Heat and Paſlian. 
The Great Abraham caſts all the Rights of his 
Supremacy into the Arms of. his Nephew at once, 
with Licenſe. to. diſpoſe of thera. at his-awu 


Pleaſure, and generouſly offers him to reſt-.ſa- 


tified with the Refuſe of the. Countrey / which 
himfelf ſhould not pleaſe to make choice of 

The Grum Lor, who ſhould have lowly bow- 
ed to his Vzkle, and, by a Scarlet Cheek, 'made 
ſign how. ſenſibly he reſented that: unuſual; Ge- 
nerolity of. Abraham, and very: humbly begg'd 
his excuſe; 1s 1{0o; fax-from.-that,./as he thinks - 
it not policy to return. back the:Complement, 
but rudely takes him at'his Word, ((X) and all-ia 
an 'Hurry prepares todepart, having -firft:cho- 
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(*) Note modeſtiam Abrahami , et Frys Loti grarum ani- 
mumy quod ei non reliquerit Optionem. Eſtins. © © 
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ſen! his own os Agheoomed on the fruitful Plains of 
Fs | 

How often art the andovely hots of an tl diſpoſe 
riou roo viſibly: diſcovered raed all the varniſh of 
# fair- Profeſſion: Yea Grace -it ſelf is not ſo: Vi- 
Qorious- to. maKe a thorough Conqueit over all 
The: Clowneries of Nature. | Lot was ſurely a Good 
Man;yert had his Goodre/ſs been more Conſpicuous, 
had-lit been ſ6 happy to hare. ſhined thro the 
Atrendant Luſtre of a. greater Civility and Gra: 
tirude x0 his Uncle, by whoſe means alone, and 
_ for. whoſe ſake he had grownup into all his Dt 
| mnenſſons of Wealth and Greatneſs. 

Good Nature bears ſo near a Reſemblance to 
Grace, as one mult weep to think of a lovely Ti- 
exs'his going to' Hell ; and 1 Nature 1s ſo like 
to Corruption, that one mult admire the Mercy 
thatever receives it to Heaven. -Civiliry without 
Grace, may temper up for a fine Gentleman ;, - when 


Grace aſs Ci ny makes bas a crabbed Chri- 


fan.” 3 

>:And certainly Loves undutifulneſs is written ve. 
ry legibly in the iCharaFers' of his Puniſhinent; 
for white he greedily :gazes on the Pleaſanrnef 
and'Anenity of: the Ciries of rhe. Plain, and the 
Commodionſnels of the Fieldsfor his Flocks, with- 
dif Dounter-ballencing in his mind the Inconue- 


cn_ of aNeighbourhood,; fo' very wicked andf 
he utrerly betrayesthe ſweer Cemforth 


a Happineſs of his Life; 'elefting himſelf into 
@ perpetual ſucceſſion of Sorrows and Woes. 

__ Were it_ Los Caſe only. that parted..tron 
Abraham, on the Account. of Brutes, we , might 
' "eaſf ny pardon it to him, and pals from the 2lace 


withoutÞ-- 
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ichout a Tear, or ſympathizing wiuth with the 
Sorrows of their Separation : But when we-every! 
day find the greateſt part of Mankind 'breaking 
off fromt the participation of the Eternal Feli-' 
city of Abraham's. Boſom, from 'no' other Mo-" 
tives than the Gratification' of Beaſtial Apperites;\ 
and ſenſual Luſts, that deſtroy their Peace and' 
Souls rogether ; this-is a Sorrow that ferches 
Tears into the Eyes ofa God, who in a_dole- 
ful ſence of that Madneſs, cryed ont in fear of 
the ſinall remnant, Wil you alſo yo away? - 

Lot is no ſooner departed from Abraham , 
but" the loſs is made upto him by another #7- 
fr of God from Heaven. The ſcafonableneſs *of 
Meretes 'make them donbly ſweet and welcome ro ms. 
Natural' Aﬀections work moſt ſenſibly in thoſe- 
who are' moſt Holy and Spiricual, when wicked 
men that are without them, are perfettly Srocks- 
and Stores: He conld not but be very grie- 
rouſly afflifted with*the loſs of Him that was 
o near and dear unto him, With tphom he took 


- Y/imeer Connſel, and who was one in all the ' Service 
;Wf God' wich him. David bitterly bemoans the" 


atlure of his Familtars: Lover and ' Friend haſt 
hos put, away far from me, and mine Auquaintence 


-ſhrro darkreſe. - God conlidering his Afﬀfiction, 
-Fomes to extinguiſh 1t with the unſpeakable 


:omfort of his 'own- Gracious Preſence. How” 


do all onr earthly Sorrows poſt away as the” Clouds of © 
be Morwing, making Room ſor the 'tifing Sun to 


Wreak day' tz the Sord when he appears. *'Wedo not 


d that God is it! the leaſt diſpſeaſtd at the 
eparation. The more of the* Creature araps from” 
» the +more entirely doth He poſſeſs is +* Nor do we 
F ever 
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ever enjoy, God fully, 'till our Aﬀe&ions by 
perfettly divorc'd from every thing, to be all 
centred in himſelf. LZor's Abſence hath pro- 
cur'd God's Preſence. Bleſſed 5 that Want that 
brings 'us to the Gain of a God, how great ſoever 
it be. | May I for ever be confin'd to the 0: 
litary Cell .of an Anchorite, were I ſure to 
be happy in the fruition 'of the ſame Bleſ. 
ſing. The  Draughts of Pleaſure we ; ſwallow 
from the beſt Company, are imbittered from the 
conſideration that:a lirtle Time will diſeontinue 
it to us, and. leave us only the remembrance : of 
a good thar 15 paſt, and the bare hopes of a poli. 
bility to renew it, of which we are yet uncertain 


too, lince the quarrels of Arrendavts may occs 


ſion an eftrangement, and a thouſand Accidents 3 
perpetual ſeparation : 'Tis. Heaven only can bleſs 
us with an everlaſting Communion : God is Al- 
mighty to compleat up an Happineſs to us in Him- 
ſelt, which all the World cannot give us. 

Now will God diſcover -to his Abraham the 
vaſt difference of his own happy Condition-from 
Lot's. Lot had lift up his eyes to behold the Plains 
of Jordan. but not as his Own! How many are tn 
the. Church of God, that ſhall never enjoy the Churches 
God" *Tis Propriety makes the Proſpett pleaſant. 
Therefore . ſhall ' Abraham. lift up his Eyes too, 
and look Eaftward, Weſtward, Northward, South- 
ward, on all round about him, and behold all as 
his own. ' Lord, how Extenſive ts thy Bounty. to thy 


Servants! By the Perſpective of his Faith mult Ib, 


he view it, .at::the diſtance of a few. hundred 
ears, all planted with his own Children, who 
in, Number: ſhould compare to -the little __ 
| | © 
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of the Earth: God again and again preaching to 
Abrahani on the ſame Text, with thoſe Enlarge- 
ments which greatly comfort his Heart, and 
giving new Eyes to diſcern that ſweetneſs + in 
his precious Promiſes which he never before had 
obſerved; I not this our own Caſe ? , God hath 
made us'a Promiſe of Heaven, and. repeats it 
over and over ; the '{queamiſh World grows 
weary, of it, as a Stale word, and hunt aftet 
New Diſcoveries. But the rrue Seed find fuch” va- 
tiety of Pleaſures in the good Old Truth, that 
with their Father they feaſt upon it, and care 
not how. often it ſounds in their Ears, fince they 
taſte how ſweetly it refreſhes their Souls. 

See the Care and Kindneſs of God, who be- 
fore he departs from his Abraham (like a' good 
Phyſician ) leaves Orders with him 'to_ divert 
himſelf from his 24elazcholy, by the pleaſure of 
another Progteſs thro the whole Land of Canaat, 
which he'doubted not might yield him thoſe plea- 
fing Proſpetts that would greatly affe& and de- 
light him : Whoſe. direQtions AbraHam fo oble- 
quiouſly follows, that he preſefitly gives orders. 
of Removal from Berhe! where he now was. And 
after a very deleCtable proceſſion, at laſt it pleaſes 
tim to make choice of the fruitful Plains of Mam- 
re in the Vicinity of Hebron, where we ſhall leave 
bini devoutly employed in the holy.Exerciſes of 
Prayer and 1vocation of God, and. taking many 
a ſweet Turn in the Grove of Oaks which here 


grew up together to give him the Complacencies 


ff their refreſhing Shade, while we diſcourſe 
0 you for a while of the leſs happy Afﬀairs of 


=” - 
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* This, vahappy happy: an, having taken his 

leaye Ot his Unkle, trayels Ellward (mh him, 

"and fixeth his. Tent towards Sodom. The very fu 
ſtep we make from the true Church, is dangerous, but 
the further Egreſſions are fatal. He contents him- 
#lf fora while with the innocent Delights of 
ſeparate State, where. on thoſe pleaſant. Plain 
he had Leiſure enough to refleft on the 
licities of his Life, under the Goverement. of fo 
wiſe and great 9 Relation, and might well have 
been fatished in the paring - away thoſe ſuper- 
Avities of his Subſtance, which ( as needleſs Ex- 
creſcencies Jhad grown up to be injurious Nuſan- 
ces fo the weal of his Happineſs, and had now 
endangered the very Vitals of his Comfort and 

nd doubtleſs with -bitter Tears did he re- 
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pradles, and with Children adventuring into the 

ſhallows, ( and enduring them well enough, ) e're 
YN 'ne are aware are caught away into the acep; 
where our Feet ſticking faſt in the Mire, we be- 
. | come like Lot's Wife, unmoveable Monuments 
* of Wrath. 

The five Cities ſeem to be an Exception from 
{ this general Rule ; for the firſt account of their 
0 Wl Charaer is fo black and ſulphurevus, as very 
early Prophefies, how probable it might be, thas 
God wonld match a Fudgment of the ſame com 
plexton with their fr ; which as it appeared to 
baffle the Order of Nature, that ripens every 
thing by Time, they like Muſhrooms grow up 
to perfeCtion of Wickedneſs in a Night, and ſtart 
up Graduates of the higheſt form of Villany: 
The Men of Sodom were wicked, and ſinners before 
be Lord exceedingly : They needed no Tators to 
"/- Minſtil} the 44/eerres of Iniquity by ſhort Lefvres, 
according to. their weak Capacity, but them- 
ſelves read them to all the World, and are be- 
ome the Gulph that ſtreamed out its deadly. 
ſſues to others : ?Tis to wonder then ( ſtanding 
Jed ſo ill circamſtances with Heaven:) that we 
-;, $oe them under a ſtate of Bondage and-Slavery, 
4% ſhe proper infliction oh Rebels : God had 
1ort Biven them tip into the hands of Chederlav- 
" ſer King of Elam, who as he bore an hard 
ame, 1o ſurely had no very ſoft or eaſfie Na- 
BI Be, but had clap'd an 7ro: Collar on. their 
Fr ecks, which while they endeavour to tear off, 
2 hall 944 them the mote, and eat the deeper in- 
{ 15s their Fleſh. Tiwelve Tears had they patients | 
ICC B. endured the Yoke of ah heavy Impoſition and 

. d 2 Tribute 3 
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Tribnte ; and while they ſee no end of it, they be- 
lievethere will be none, unlefs themſelves cur it off 
with the Sword of Rebellion : His Oppreſſion makes 
them-mad, and drives them to Deſpair, which 
threw. them into ſpeedy Reſolutions of hazard. 
ing their Lives for their Liberty. Whom Divine 
Fuſtice. decrees to bring to ruine, thoſe it hardens to 
caſt themſelves into the very mouth of thoſe Cannons 
that ſhall batter them to' pieces. - God needs not to 
call in the Sword of an Enemy to diſpatch his 
Rebels, . but. can invert the Edge of their Ow 
upon themſelves, making them 'to fall by their an 
own Councus, and giving them over to that ll |: 
ſottiſh Gallantry which ſhall entitle them to theÞ re 
Honour of Chivalry in the Battel of Self-execu-ſſſ th 
708, 77 or 
The: News of 'the Revolt of theſe Cities, Tt 
flize with nimble Wings to the ears of the Con-Yhut 
querour, »whom they will not find ſo ready to 
bury the Honour and Accrewments of his for. 
mer Victories in a Cowardly -Grave. Hereſolve 
to carve. his: revenge in bloody Charaters upon 
their Fleſb., Diſpatches are ſent to the. Princes 
bis Confederates, to get ready their Arms, wholf 
with all Expedition incorporate themſelves witlwi 
his own, :and all together, compleat up a for- 
midable Army, which by haſty Marches ſoonfſi»va 
make their Appearance on the Plains of Fordarfhegi 
This was no more than what the Revoleing Knyift ti 
might prudently foreſee and expect, and wertfing 
accordingly obliged . to ,prevent the miſchiciMour 
They muſter up their Troops therefore, and prefifis t] 
pare to; make an obſtinate defence, drawing uſhom 
in 2 fall Body within ſight of the Enemy, anÞmelte 
OT. | +: b Politick| 
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Politickly- taking Advantage of the Ground , 
they make an Halt with deſign to draw them 
& I to the' Pir-falls, whereinto they think to Tre- 
ch WW pare them. The Yale of Siddim was full of 
rd- WF Slime-Pizs, the Inhabitants thereabouts, for their 
me} benefit and and ſupply in building, had furniſh'd 
510 i themſelves thence,with a ſort of ſtrong and clam- 
00; | my Clay, that (well 'temper*d) made excellent 
; to © Mortar and Cement: they had dugg deep in ma- 
his Wl ny places, and left the Mouths of the Pits open ; 
wa ll the Enemy being altogether ignorant of theſe, 
neſt I and themſelves intending to keep them ſo, by 
that Wſ ſtanding before them, when anon- feigning a 
the retreat, and the Enemy purſuing, muſt - (they 
ecu think) inevitably in their unadviſed (eagerneſs, 

and heat, plunge themſelves into theſe Graves : 
ties, This was the Politick Stratagem of the Sodomntes ; 
ol but whether they may-not prove their own a few 
y toflhours will' eafily determine. Both Armies ſtand 
for-in Bartalia, ready to make the Onſett.FheNum- 
bers. not very unequal, with five Kings againſt: 
bur to head them. Now let us ſee what proof ye ' 
will make of your Prowels, ye .Hapnanimons'Sons 
f Sodom! Let us find\ with what 'Bravery ye 
ithwill ſtand againſt the'Shotk,” and fight for- the 
tberties of--your Countrey,' againſt 'the proud 
noaders! But what is'this we hear ?- 'Do'you. 
Wegin t0fairt already ?- Throw down your Arms 

1 the 'firft Charge,” without ſcarce ever -ſtri- 
wertfKing a blow?” Are ye 'betaking your ſelves to, 
chiciFour heels,” without bearing the leaſt- Brunt ? 


d preffis this the meaſure of your Vatour,' who at 
ng uſſÞome had none of your: Luft ? O Sin, Sin, that 
7, anneleeſt away the-Courage of © every guilty Breaſt into 
Tick] d 3 Cowardly 
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Cowardly Terrour and Trembling ! Alas, theſe Effe- 
minate Fellows had Harneſled themſelves with 
Aking Hearts for the Field, and enter here reek- 
ing hot with the Steams of their Luxury : They 
were ſo accuſtom'd to Fall xpor men, that one might 
have expetted Prodigious Exploits from them; 
but in Truth, theſe Gentlemen had rather buckle 
with their. Enemies in a Correr, than here in 
the open Camp, and would ſooner have courted 
than fought them. They would kf, and be 
Friends with all their hearts, if that would 
have ferv'd the turn : Bleeding was not a work 
they much cared for, they had been train'd up 
in other Exerciſes; and had rather have met 
with whole Barralions of Oxen and Sheep well 
Diſciplin'd, marching up. to their Tables, than 
the leaſt File of theſe furious Adverſaries : My. 
riads of Ladies woyld not have daunted them, 
but they: had little Stomack to theſe, who were 
bent-to quarrel and. Fight in good Earneſt. In the 
ſhort, To ſecure Life they think- it, better to alo 
truſt to their Feet than their Hands, and all in £ 2nc 
Amazement.. they betake themſelves. tg - their Bev 
Heels þ;ut-here the igqwity- of thoſs heels enconm 
paſt them about, and intoirhe Pit that they d 
for others, ,qre- themſelves fallen ': Behold we the 
Poor frighted wretches, {tumbling into the Shme. fit 
Ps, nor ſhall they. zecqver ghhemſclves,: ont mill Fi 
the Executioners come/to dfpatch them into 
deeper Pits than theſe; Here are- they; tumb-} T 
ling: together, and .want, only. the hands thatfof 
mult give them a further puſh into #ed.: - te 
. Alas !. how. can the Feet, ſtand which Sin andÞind 
Judgment” trips. vp ?. 1t-4. God thar {ers on fraſpeth 
dd dh te PEO. #56 ak 
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on the* Rock:;, and enlarges our fteps wnidey as. that 
we fall not; The moſt ſolid Gronnd'fs. bar ſlippery 
k- || footing, where Verigeance makes"the'parſuit ; 
y || how ficly-were thoſe © Quagmirer made to en- 
bt ſhore them, who at home "were over hiead ant 
a; | cars fo faſt ſtuek-in the Boygs of Untiatural 
cle I Ordures 2: This is the firſt Knell of $6451s Bell, 
in | which in a ſhort Time we ſhalt ' hear” ringin 

ted I out in a-doleful Note from- Heaven, The Ti: 
be | dings of the Defear cories-polting to the Towns, 
ald i ard 'by ' the few. feattered Reis of rhe Army 
ork | which eſcaped, they \might find thetyfetves wn. 
up || doc, add maſt prepire-for the dreadful effetts 


net | of the Rutne. There was left Lrtle Pillage inthe 
xell Þ Field; aid the' Enenſy is refolyed mdt to; return 
han I home-erpty, 'they flye"tpon them” with open 
My: £ mouth; *and hSellow our nothing but'utter Deva- 
em, | ation; en (9H =5s | 
rere |} How ſhamefully do we” wrap our fefves up in - 
In the filken- Folds of Seerriry and "Eafe, lnfl'd 
* to along} by-cheating' Dreams of a laſting: Pleafurc 
Il in 2nd. quiet! »when ata$, 'poor Lor who had but 
heic Nnewly © /rimared hinfelFawithin his im Bur - 
rough, is already Ferrted'ont of it,. and "9 ths 
Providions” plundered" away. Surely very yelnly 
doth'-Man © pat | Confidence in other Fixation 
- than Heaven, where: thete is 20 Sir to Tye hack- 
ing at the Roor, Hor "Eftemy to fix a Ropeto the 


into Body of our Peace to deftfoy it. RY, 
amb. The inſoltttg Commeronys Pile up the Spoils 
that 


ff the Oities in-their Carriazes, and enforce the 
ate: Owners 16 helps Urive then. The Perſons 
ind Goods: paſs away 'thto a joynt Captivity fo- 
ether: CEE Fat bears _ 
| 4 the 


1 ab 
ww fe 
a1 


52 Remarquesonthe Life 
the juſt Puniſhment of his. Folly, and- js: at laſt | 
convinc'd. of the difference of, Abrahams Condi- 
tion, from hjs awn. He hath enjoy'd very few 
quiet hours fince- his firſt arrival in Sodom. His 
Righteous Soul was vexed from day to day, with their 
unlawful. Deeds : Yet is he the uppitied Author 
of his. awn diſquiet ; fince while he is fretted 
there,: he, could never perſwade himſelf to de- 
part thence; and . now ;juſtly ſuffers. for being 
found in the Devils Quarters. Thoſe that gonſult 
their Intereſt above their Religion, (hall oye day put. 
their Gains. 42 their Eyes... Hig, Cattle fed in the 
Plains with greater Peace than himſelf could do 
in the City, but now: he breaks up Houſe per- 
force, and..is made to go whither others drive 
him. 'Twas well, however ſor his Neighbours 
that they. had a Tor with them, whoſe Company 
perchance they little cared for at Home; Te 
do the Wicked gwe their Lives and Libernes to the 
Righteous, whom they Hate and Perſecute. - 

' Vuprofitable Fellowſhip Raſes the kin; but Wick: 
ed Company, cuts the wery Throat of our. Comfort 
and, Peace: The former.cauſe- our Light to burn 
dimly, but this extinguiſheth it; quite. ' Grace 
Is a. Jittle ſpark that. eyer; needs blowing up, | i t 
what-ſhould we do among thoſe whoſe infectious} j1 
breath would puff ir. out ?..'Twas but a tewf} t 
Minutes Canver/e with Sarar-that Betrayed our f: 
firſt Parents (in their full. Krength ) ta thoſe fa-ſſ t] 
tal Compliances, that. ruingd- themſelves and uv ti 
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all : How improbable..is-it ' then, | thy .-Weakze/5}} b 
ſhould find Spirir enough; ta qppole the Encoun- 21 
ters of his curſed [-frwens, ( who with Foſephs P 


Miſtreſs, have Brow enough-to preſs upon The 


thn; 
-QUI- 
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from 
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from day to day,to yield up the Forr of thine Inn0- 
cency, into thedeflouring Arms of thatGuilt which 
will gripe thy Conſcience in perpetual 'Tortures: 

Sampſon Ran away' with whole Gares, 'and flew 
Heaps upon Heaps while God was with him, but 
when the tireſome - Importunities 'of his Dalilah: 
had-melted him into.a tame diſcovery of his great . 
ſtrength,he is ſent-from'ber Lap intoa diſgracefuÞ 
Captivity, where a weaker Door ſuffices to ſecure 
: And had not Lots Soul been thronghly' 4nmeal'd. 
with an holy TinCture from above,” and enriched 
with a Treaſure lockt up: under the ProteCtion of a 
Divine Hand ; the Hrraques of Temptarion in that 
Impions City had certainly ſtrip'dhim as naked of 
his Googneſs,asnow he-was of his Goods.” Fwas pre- 
venting fercy alone that kept the fair Face of his 
Piety anfulicd in that Brothelof Impurity and Pol- 
lation : So Gracious is God (in the lofs. of Exter- 
pals)to Guard the unperiſhable Sb/tance from the 
Violence and Rapine of'Adenor Devils. © But take: 
beed, Reader, that thy Principlesbe ſo well incor-- 
porated into thine AﬀeCtions (re ever thoy Ad- 
venture- into the Society. of the: Fators* of Hell ) 


that neither 'the Chargas they make upon Religion 


it ſelf, (or the Profeſſors of it) leave. thee cold in 
thy Love or Zeal towards it, or unhinge the ſted- 
faſtneſs of chine own Heart to it. Never-forget that 
the Seed ſown on the High-way becamean-eaſie Prey. 
tothe fowlsof the Air. Heaven is:too precious an In- 
beritance;ta be either: Jaughed or: frightex out, of it ; 
and methinks 'tis a little 'nnreaſonable;when all the 
Prayers and Tears of the Godly, cannot prevail 
upon Wicked Men toleave their Sins,that'the Mocks 
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or: Menaces 'of the Wicked ſhonld have the: leaſt 
efficacy upon Good Hen to lay aſide their Hopes ; 


yet: how .naturally are we transform'd- into the 


Image of thoſe we Converſe: with, as the Com- 
plexion anſwers to the Clymare we live in! 'Fwas 
an the Mount-that 2doſes*s Face attrafted a Luſtre 


with three dayes Communion with God © And - 


thine ow# might ſhine much: brighter too,if inſtead 
of a fellowſhip with theſe uufruitful Works of Dark- 
eſs, thou would it apply thy ſelf ( by frequent 
Receſles. ):to infpeCt that Glaſs that would dart a 
Celeſtial Light into, thee'5 and the motrethou'ga- 
zeſt with Extzfe and Admiration upon.-it;\it would 
not fail to change thee into the very Image 'of God, 
and paſs thee infenſibly from Glory to Glory. 

With: heaty Hearts andrempry Purſes the poor 
Captives of the Cities ate :carryed away, piuton'd 
rgget her to-:prevent an Efcape ; while their 
mercileſs: Drivers goad them on, and ever. and 
anon load-themr with ſtripes and taunts, : where: I 
muſt kave them: pitifully | lamenting their pre- 
ſent Condition; to: give you:forae account. what 
Providence is' working fori their Reſoue. ft 

( The Reportof this Ds/afer:is/quickly conveye 
_ tethegreat dAbrabem, whoſin the midft of the Ca- 
lamities afithe War in the Countrey ) enjoyed 2 
ſect and-caliny Peace at Adfemre ; he is Jirtle con- 
exyhedt with the quarrels of the /idels, when he 


knew that” it- was; his God'-thar daſh?d them to- 


gether, while; bimfelf. ſabfiſted fafe and- ſound. 
Yet, ( though-he little: -pityed them 9 he -re- 
eeives the:iNews.of his Nephen's Captiviry,: with 
2; fympethy that ever dwells on: the Hearts of the 
truly. Kind and: God. Bur:there is a time when 
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coragleney and compaſſion little ſerve to redreſs- 
the 5 erings of our Friends 4 © was not:;:the:. 
ſuuking of bis Head, or the rollins of his Bowrls, 
nor is igle Wiſhes could redeem. poor Lat: from: 
Slavery and Ruine, Grief is &' Dusy, but. more: 
proper and natural to Werner, who: can jonly- 
lees at their Eyes, and commuſerate the Uphap-; 
py in unprofitable Tears. Cownrye is the.maſe; 
culimme Virtue : Who ever ſaw Brave Man uſing his 
Hanakerehief inftead of his Sword? But ” Abraham 
was prudent and cautious, and will not_under- 
take a Warr without good Advice, he will have 
ſare; grounds ta juſtifie the Arrevpr, and' wars 
rant, the Szcceſs :' He firſt rherefore Conſults.the 
Oracle of his Conſcience, which was ever. guid- 
ed by his Propherical ſpirit, and on Enquiry finds 


that in this Cafe he may warrantably proceed. 


Had: not God given him a»Tile'to the: Kingdoun, 
who had the only Xighr to diſpoſe of it 2 What 
though his Sabjetts did not acknowledge. him, 
he was nevertheleſs the Right Lord ? and what 
were theſe Kmmgs but Avtruders upon him, and 
had, na other Zitle than whas: the Sword bad 
given; them ? Abrebam therefore though but a 
Tiealar Princes. thought himſelf eblig'd in Duty: 
to:xclieve Them ;;; He: takes upi the Sword-with 
the-ſame Anutberky*as lofts did ater wards, When 
he. flew the: Egypiiar: by the Vigtug of the Divine 
Rexiclation. made to him of his: being the future 


 Deliverer of the poor! euſlaved: Peaple. And to 


this the: Laws af Nature added a-Tye-upen: hin 
to-xelvaſe - his; opprefied Kinſmen, ' whom they: 
wirighteouſly had injured, and who was: in. g0 
wiſe guiity. of the Crime more juſtly _— 


F 
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ble to the reſt. Bur above all, the ſacred Obli- 
gations of Religion could in no wiſe ſuffer him 

to 'ſee*the little Church in Zotr's Family led Cap- 
tees :and ſubjected to the Rage and Tyranny 
of Pagans. . Abraham therefore ſufficiently con- 
 vinc'd of the lawfulneſs of the War, reſolves to 

oceed : And here we muſt preſent you: with 
the Pilture of the Saint in his Armour. 


th. 
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Abraham fights with the forr Kings for the 
- reſcue of Lot. He gets the Vittory, and 
redeems the Priſoners, Melchiſedeck at 
his return meets ' him on the way, and 
. preſents him with Proviſions for his Sonl- 
-fters. : His TreaſeFion with the King of 


. Sodom. 
R Eligion is ſo far Gm enlnſeatating the /pi- 
rits of its trueſt Yoraries, that it ſteels them 
all-throughout with the hardeſt Courage : It ba- 
niſhes thoſe fears and ſeeds of- Gowardiſe that 
in every- danger” ſtare others *in the face, like 
Cefar'sG — ppaling the'SonF of Brutus : It Re- 
fe: them from' thoſe vitious: Qualities that 'have 
baſes, 'many'a ſtout Heart to truckle under 
the baſeſt -Uſurpations, Who would not have 
mourned''to ſee the brave Sampſon: grinding in 
the'Mill, and. made the ſubjeQ of the Philiftines 
ſeorn' and laughter : It redeems them from thoſe 


Fg Lufts that enervate the Arteries of the 


Sou], 
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Soul, and rake away the Heart, - ſabjefting it 
to the mean Cringes of dependance-on every in- 
feriour Badge. 1c links them faſt ' in an indif- 
ſolvable Union with the. O-miporent Power, which 
ever {ſecures protection and ſafety. Hypoeriſie 
may  brandith a Sword in the Air, and brag' of. 
its Valour againſt an Entopian 'Enemy, but the 
ſmole Scout of a real One makes it drop it, and 
ſets it on flying. Profaneneſs may ſhut its Eyes, 
and harden it ſelf againſt dreads of Death; it 


; may venture a Soul to get a Name, but with no 


other Bravery than the gallans Horſe who miocks 
ct'» a1 fear, and ts not affrighted ;, the quiver rattleth 
againſt him, the glittering ſpear and the ſmeld, yet 
is henot afraid : So This may deſperately run on 
the Pikes of Wrath, as inſ{erfible of danger, till 
ruſhing into the Battle it, meets its Death and de- 
ſpairs together. Ic 
No, 'tis the brave Abraham's Courage ſhall 
work Wonders, who with a ſpiri: waſtt'd from 
degenerating Zuſts and Gwlr ( the fainty Diſ- 
eaſes and very Azues of the Mind, thar ſers it 
on ſhaking with terrible Apprehenlions of ſhadows) 
armed with Immocence and a good Cauſe, daring 
to look his God in the Face with the ſame confi- 
dence and fearleſneſs as he doth his own Heart - 
Who wears a'Life to no other end-but his fer- 
vice, and is content to lay it down at any time 
for his glory: Who hath a Ticket of Afſarance 
from a ſecond Death in his Boſom. This 1s the 
Righteous Hero that is bold as a Lyon ; and you 
ſhall hear preſently what an handiul of ſuch'as 
theſe can gloriontly perform againſt a puiſſanz 
Army,whom Succeſs and Victory had blown up in- 
to Pride and Preſumption. The 
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7 The Diſcipline . of War . with the various Arts 
and. Polittes of jt; and all the Exerciſes and feats 
of i Militia, are Leſion which . David ( who was 
a great Souldier) profeſſes himſelf to have learn- 
ed from God, who is Generaliſſimo of all the Hoſts 
both of Heaven: and: Earth, and who is pleas'd 
to own the Title of 4 an of War. By no other 
Tutor was this great Prince :jinſtruCted before 
him : It was He that taught his hants to war, and 
his fingers to fioht, He had firſt train'd him -up 
in the myſterious faculties of 'Zeheving and Obey- 
ing; Now will: he Exerciſe him in the Martial 
Art of fighting, that his 4brabam might be as 
equally famous for his Yalowr as bis Fairh, And 
doubtleſs. the inſerting ſo full an Account of this 
War, and the Caralogne of the Princes that ma- 
nag'd it, fo accurately in the Holy Records, is 
due to the Care and great Kindneſs of God to 
his Abraham, who will not have him loſe the 
honour of his Chivalry and Proweſfs, which ſhines 
ſo brightly in the Defear of ſuch mighty Ene- 
mies as they. All the World ſhall know that they 
were no mean and contemptible Antagoniſts that 
his great Federate had encountred with : And th6 
all the Troops of the five Princes of Paleftine were 
nothing in their hands, yet they muſt not ima- 
gine ſo lightly to carry away the Garland,- when 
once the great Abraham took up the Gammtler in 
the Quarrel : ?T'was Himſelf that razed wp rhis 
Righteous Man from the Faſt, called him to hu 
Foot, gave the Nations before him, and made him 
rule over Kings, be gave them as duſt to his Sword, 
and as driven (tubble to bis Bow, 

All Knowledge is given for Communication : _ 
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had- not drgſt up this Great Man into at-th 
perfeCtions of Nature and Grace, that he ſhould 
find a Grave for them in. his own: Bolagm:-- Not 
as he diſdains not to be his own Chaplain, and 
thinks. it no derogation. from his Grazdewr, to 
educate his Servarts in the true Knowledge and 
Worſhip of God, in order to-make them good 
Men , 10.was it his Care and Practice (no doubt 
from: Divine InſtinCt) to train them-up in -the 
right Exerciſe and Uſe of Arms, in order: ta 
make them good Soulaters.() The one would help 
onthe: other : Religion it ſelf, in a great part 
of it, being nothing. elſe but a wiſe and expert 
Uſe of our ſpirieual Armour againſt all the Ene- 
mies of ogr-Peace, under the Guidance and Con- 
duCt of the great Captain of our Salvation. They: 
might learn by every Poſture of their Bodies to re- 
member with what care they muſt ſtand on the 
Guard for their Souls. This Trained: Band was 
ever ready at the Call of their Gereral; they ne- 
ver diſputeq his Orders, but gave themſelves up 
entirely to. his Service and. Command. They' 
were Catechi,?d in his Family, to-an awful fence 
of their Duty and Allegiance to him,. which was 
ever performed with that happy ſzaredience of 
Love and Cordial Aﬀetion. towards him, as made 
it diſputable, Whether the Servants were the 
happier in ſuch a aſter, or the Mdafter in fuch 
Servants. | | 

Nor was his Iztereff canfined within the Li- 
mits of has own Family and Houſhald, (tho' Nu- 
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-merons) but by the Magnetick Charms of his Ver- 
tue-and ſweet Diſpoſition,” he chad further Art. 
trated the Aﬀettions of the Contiguous Princes, Iſl 
and firitily joynted their Powers into 'the Body | ; 
of his own, by the ſtrong Obligation of a ſolemn | ; 
Confederacy and Alliance. Leagues amohg Printes 
bave been ever held ſacred and inviolable as their ll | 
Perſons: And tho ſometimes upon weighty Rea- ill / 
ſons of Srate they chance to be diſſolv'd and'bro- lf 
ken, yet have they ever been found to be ſo ne- I jj 
ceſlary Props for the ſupport of the Honour and ll x 
Security of Government, that even the mightieſt I ;j 
Empires of the Earth have: been eſtabliſhed by ;, 
them. Ir being the peculiar Priviledge of the Wn; 
King of Kmeos to build his Univerſal Dominion up- of 
on abſolute and independant Foundations, with- 
out ſending forth from Himſelf to call in the 
Aids of others. See here to what degree of Ma- 
jelty God had already promoted his Abraham, 
that the great Lords of Canaan thought them- 
ſelves bleſs'd and ſecure in his Friendſhip ; and haiti 
hereafter we ſhall- find X:g+ themſelves Court- | x 
ing him for the ſame Honour. 

Aner, Eſhcol and Mamre (his endeared Friends 
and Confederates ) and whom fome think he had 
happily Converted to the true Religion and Ser- 
vice of his God, hearing the ill Tydings of the 
ſacking of the Ciries, and of Abrabam's Nephew 
being led away Priſoner, think it their Duty to 
make tender of their Service, having heard of þ 
his Reſolutions to attempt a Redemption : They 
get ready therefore their Auxiliary Forces, and 
(proud of the Employment) preſent themſelves Sijsht 
and theſe, to his abſolute Order and Govern- iſ: ex 
ment. 


and 
elves 
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ment : Yet will -not his Poſfteriry allow them 
the leaft ſhare in the #0on0vr of the Victory, but 
tell us, that he appointed them only to guard 
the Ammunition, while himſelf with his Domeſticks 
only gave the Charge. 

Abraham intends to make no tedious Work of 
Ir,, and therefore he lightly Arms his Thrce Hun- 
dred, ( and with them three Thouſand more whom 
his Faith ſummons from Heaven to fight inviſi- 
bly for him ) and leads them into the Field. 
Even the meekeſt Moſes can be Angry, and the gen- 
tle Abraham whoſe Nature was made up all of 
candour ard ſweetneſs, now hath 'his Neck cloath*d 
with Thunder, and his Eyes ſparkling out flames 
of Revenge. Love ' and Mercy are the natural 
Properties of God himſelf, in the afting of theſe 
is all his delight, bur-Faffice and Execution are his 
range Work, 'and he never doth it, but when 
he Abufe and Contempt of his Goodnefs ang 
Mercy provokes him out of himfelf into Indig- 
ation and Wrath. h 

Stratagems of War are ſo far from being un- 
awful, that God himſelf hatlf often dire&ted 
nd tanght them. Abrabam knew that though 
he Rules of Martial Diſcipline are very ſevere; 
nd the Cords that bind ''it ſtraitned to a great 
egtee of Stiffneſs, yer' on occalion they are 

equently flackned, and never yet, were poor 
ouldiers ( after hard Service, and ViAtory got-. 


i En ) denyed the Liberty of Drinking their Ge-. 


ral's Health in a Chirping Bole. The Joy of 
icceſs had blown up their Spirits to - that 
ighth, that they were already half Druzk, with 
e exceſſtye Conceit of their Conqueſt, and gfore 

E thar 
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than peradventure he might find them taking 
fuch Draughts as would- leave them little caps. 
vile of uſing their Arms towards Midnight, 
| On theſe hopes he projects to charge them 
1m the Dark, and to render his little Army the 
more formidable, he divides his Mer into Par- 
zies, who have Orders to make the Aſſault all 
at once. 1n. ſeveral ſides of. the Enemies Camp, 
{triking them into great Conſternation by. the 
conjectur'd probability of a greater Force than 
indeed there was. The Confederates he leaves ata 
diſtance, tocome in if need be, as a freſh ſupply. 

It Humane Brains thus wittily work in thefſſ , 
pitching thoſe Trayls of Ruine, in which the © 
Feet of their Enemies fail. not to ſtumble and 7: 
dye, let a God alone in the Weaving thoſe F 
Nets of Deſiruction, in which the Adverſaries of be 
himſelf and his Church ſhall be inevitably en- - 
tangled with that certainty, that all the cou ;; 
ter-workings of their own ſhallow Policies hal 
never ſ{erye them to make an eſcape. Never 
diſpute what Ae is, or in what manner its 
Flames can feed. on ſpiritual Bodies, ſince it 
there were no gnawing Worm, nor devouring Firt 
there, he can command New Armies of 7ormen: 
to ſtart up, which ( as freſh ſupplies 7 ſhall bt 
ſucceſſively poured on the Yeſſels of Wrath, who 
in the ſhort Day of their Life in the World 
negledted the Invitations of his Grace. 

David obſerves that God often blows por: tl 
- Councils of the Wicked, and bringeth their Devices 1 
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into his Head, and now cannot fail him in their 


putting in due Execution. Marching on therefore; 
and hearing where the Enemy lay, he ſo orders 


| his 2or107, as not to be diſcovered, till he might. 


Shroud himſelf in the Mantle of the Ai2hr, which 
he knew well would add a Terror to the fury 
of his Charge. ' And thus when they little dreamt 
of an Ezemy purſuing them, they are unexpeCt- 
edly Alarm'd by his Army that encompaſſed them; 
The Diſordered K7zgs who had no Eyes to ſee their 
Enemies, and as little Hearts to oppoſe them; 
are ſurprized into perfect Confuſion. While Abra- 
ham's Sword is dipt in Gore,and his Souidiers glut- 
ted with the Blood of their Enemies, Happy was 
He that could Fight ont his way,and So they could 
eſcape with their L:ves, they value not the Booty, 
but contentedly leave the plunder of the Field ro 
the Afſailants, who were ſatisfied too with the 
Execution they had done, and had no further 
Orders to purſue after thoſe few that were fled, 
The poor Sodornttes are in Altoniſhment to find 
themſelves reſcued by friends z#z:owz, and are 
yet uncertain what Uſage they may expett from 
themz Or whether they had only Exchanred their 
Keepers: Till anon the kind Gereral $1ives Or- 
ders for the finding out Lot, who afrer ſearch is 
brought with Joy enough into the welcome pre- 
ſence of his Unkle. And ſure after all theſe bluſters 
in the World, where we have bees: hept fo long wider 


fears and bondage, the comins of a Redeemer will be 


Foyful to us, when he ſhall appear in Glory to knock 

off all our Shackles, and preſent us with the Happi- 
neſs of an Eternal Liberty. 

Ere we pals further, take a meaſors of the 
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Stature of Abraham's Faith, and how well he is 
fluſh*d into Spiritual Confidence and Greatneſs of 
Mind, who not many years ſince was diſcounte- 
nanced at the Power of one King, quiet and Jolly 
in all the Pleaſures of his Court, can now buckle 
valiantly with Three or Four together, Attended 
by their Armes, and puffed up with Yiforres in 
the Field. Graces ebbe and flow in the Channel of 
the beſt Mens Hearts. Thoſe Eccleſraſtical Prince: 
who at their Lords Apprehenſion, betook them- 
ſelves to their Heels, and left him all alone, 
within a few Weeks had a new Soul, and dar'd to 
Impeach his Murtherers with the Guilt of his 
Blood to their Teeth, Who when they ſaw the bold- 
ze}s of Peter and John, they Marvelled. 

When all the Pompsof Glory, that have grac'd 
the Victorious Ceſar's Trinmphs, are flown away 
with the Eccho of the loud Acclamations where- 
with the Streets of that proud City were wont to 
Rins his Praiſe ; when all the Flowers made choice 

-of by Pagan Wits, to Bedeck and Adorn the Crown 
of his Honour, are all Withered and Gone ; When 
the very Chariots of his State, at whoſe gilded 
Wheels the Royal Captives were wont to be 
dragg'd, are long ſince Rotten and Crumbled into 
Duft and Nothing; God himfelf hath erected a 
Triumphal Arch to the Immortal Memory of the 
Great Abraham's Viftory, made of ſuch Marble 

that will never decay ; whereon he hath Engraven 
with Indelible Charafters the Memorres of this 

Atchievement in the Eternal Chronicles, which 

give us the Account, and Him the Glory of the 

Crowned Heads that came bowing to him on the 


way as he returned From the Slanghter of the Kings, 
[10] 
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to Congratulate with him in the Joy, and to 
pay him the Honours of his Victory. 'Tis ob- 
fervable with what Majeſty it is expreſſed ; Re- 
turning from the ſlaughter of the Kings : As if Abra- 
bam's Sword {corned any meaner Scabbard than 
the Breaſt of a King, and 'twas below- him to 
Fight either with Small or Great, but only with 
Kings, Whether he ſlew them all, or how ma- 
ny of them ; Or whether the Execution fell only 
upon their Troops, while Themſelves made their 
eſcape in the-Dark, is not Recorded; but cer- 
tain it is, he made a very bloody and fearful 
Slaughter upon them, and ſuch as utterly diſcou- 
raged them to make any further Attempt upon 
Canaan, They were gtven as Duſt to bis Sword, and 
4 driven Stubble to his Bow: Whom we ſhall leave 
therefore (as he) rotting as Dung upon the Earth, 
to wait on the Conguerour homewards, and glve 
you an.-Accout of thoſe other Princes that preſent- 
ed themſelyes very lowly to bend before him. 
And firſt Melchifeaeck, the King of Salem, and 
Prieft of the moſt High God ;, (A wonderful Perſon 
who here only ſttarts up and makes his Appear-_ 
ance, as-if he had taken Life on purpoſe, and 
having performed this Service only ,, had now 
perfected for ever the One Noble A& and End 
of his Beizg ; could he but once ſee the Face of 
the Favorite of God, he chearfully goes home and 
Dies.) This Great Prince and Prieſt comes, not 
attended only with /fules crouching under the 
weight of his Royal Preſents, made up of all ſorts 


of Proviſions (conciſely deſcribed by (*} Bread 


Inman" ny 


(*) Hi Melchiſedec milites Abrahami hoſpitalirer habuit, 
Il its ad viFum deſſe pafſus, Joſeph. Antiq. lb. 1, cap. 11. 
e 3 . and 
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and Wine) which ſhall ſerve to refreſh his weary 


Servants ;. (the ſame Civility that afterwards the 
brave Geadte(Barzillar) paid to the Army of 
David, in vencrabie Reſpe& to their Maſter.) 
All this did Azciciniſedeck, as a King, but allo is 
Himſelf Zaden with a whole Cargo of Benedittions, 
which he prodigally pours out, as a Prieſt, from 
his Sacred Breaſt upon the Head of the Great 
Abraham, dropping upon him as a Silver Shower, 
2ad cauſing his tired Spirits to revive and flouriſh 
again ; As-the tender Graſs ſpringing up out of the 
Earth, by clear ſhinning after Rain. 

Should I ſtop here to IVade into the Waters of 
Strife, and make a more particular Enquiry who 
this Melchiſedeck, was, when the Sacred Wir hath 
£1ven no other account than that He Was; and 
the beſt Axthors, both Jewiſh and Chriſtian, give 
little fatisfaQtion ro their Readers; it might be 
leng enough er:e I return to the Patriarch, whom 
I delire more cloſely to follow. Some contend- 
ing to have him to be Sem the bleſſed Son' of 
Noah, which others as hotly deny. ' Others al- 
ledge him to be 7eſws Chriſt, and his SeCt the 
(*#) Melchiſedekzans to be one Greater than he,be- 
cauſe Chriſt is compared to Melchifeacck in Scrip- 
ture, not ſeeing that Melchiſedeck, rather is com 
pared to Him. (FÞ) 07:7 will have him to be an 
Armngel, becauſe he is faid to be withour Father o 
Afother, but that only, becauie not expreſſed 1n 


—— _—_ ——— 
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(*) Me'chiſedecian! afſerunt eſſe non ſolum Firturem quandan 
ſet eſſe Chrijio majorent. Aug, Herel. 34. 
' (F) Origines mulriplici fermone diſputans, illuc tandem. div 
2245 eft, 1s eur Angelum diceret Hier, Eplt.ad Eveg, : 
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Scripture. The moſt Credible follow the Letter 
of the Text, and go no further than Salem to 
find him out, the Ruines of whoſe Palace there 
) appearing long after ; yet they differ again abour 
is Salem, and-ſome will have it that Salem which was 
s, MW afterwards Jeruſalem; but Ferome denies it, and 
m | that it was another Salem. near to Scythiopolss, 
at MW which is to this day called Salem, where the 
rr, MW Palace of Melchiſedeck is to be ſeen, ſaith he. 
ſh £ So likewiſe they differ as to the Manner and Ce- 
be WW remony of the preſenting theſe Gifts ; ſome ſay 
they were firſt Offered to God as Peace-Offerings, 

of I and then afterwards diſtributed amongſt the Sowul- - 
ho I aters. Others ſay, they were never Offered to 
th W God in Sacrifice, but to Abraham only for a Pre- 
nd I ſent, affirming the addition of the word *Avzs to 
ive | be inſerted in ſome Copies, which clears the 
be Þ matter. Melchiſedeck brought forth Bread and 
om |W Wire to Him (72, e. to Abraham). And we know 
nd- £ that Prieſts make Frequent Yiſits without Execau- 
' of I ting any Sacred Part of their Funitions ; *twas 
al- KY work enough that he bleſſed Avraham; Bleſſed be 
the | thonuof the moſt Hizh God. And tho' a part of his 
,be- © Preſent had been offered up to God, and the reſt 
r1p- | divided. between the 4c; what is this to The 
om- | Roman af? If they will gather a Foundation 
eanÞſ for it hence, yet at leaſt let them be ſo X1d as 
'r 0 Melchiſedech was, who had he brought into this 
i in| Army an Acceptable preſent of Wine, (and 'T7is 
_—- | Wine that chears the Heart of Man) and in the 
light of all the Soxldiers, ſhould have Drunk it up 
All Himſelf ;, he might have Eaten up his Bread 
;:u-£ too, fo lictle would they have Valned his Kind- 
neſs, unleſs he could have made- them believe 
e 4 that 
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that thel/ine was in the Bread, by an unperceiy. 


able argument of Concomitancy, Yet no -other 
than this 15 the Kindneſs of the Romiſh Prieſt, wha 
drinking up every drop of the Wize Himſelf, 
leaves the poor Soldiers of Chriſt to faint. If 
they will needs draw their Sacrifice from l- 
chiſedeck, pray let them be as Kind and Fuſt ta 
the Command and Inſtitution of their Lord and Ma- 
ſter, as He. 

Abraham teceives the Royal Preeſt with a de- 
vout Yencration due to the Perſon of Him who 
bore ſo great a Charater ;, ?Twas a Repreſentative 
of his God whom he therefore thinks himſelf 
obliged to Honour. He embraces Him as Such, 
and” mixes a Carriage full of Reverence and 
Sweetneſs towards him. ' His late Proſperity had 
not in the laſt ſwelled him into Negle& or 
Forgetfulneſs of his Duty: Minds that are truly 
Great, cannot att beneath themſelves. He is ſur- 
prized to find in that 1dolarrous Kingdom fo great 
a Perſon, that owns the God He Profeſſes to 
Worſhip, and queſtionleſs promiſed to himſelf 
Happineſs in the after Enjoyment of ſo Divine 
' Acquaintance (tho' we find not any further con- 
verſe they maintained). Abraham cannot receive 
ſo many rich Efufros of his Piety and Bounty 
without finding a thankful Remuneration. Grare- 
ul Hearts are 1n Pain till they eaſe themſelves from 
the burden of thoſe Obligations that others Counrteſie 
bave heaped upon them. And now. 1s he glad that 
the baified Kings haveleft him in ſome Capacity to 


make an Acknowledgment of his Gratitude both. 


| to Godd and his Prieſt upon the Spor ; And there- 
tore he yery humbly Deyotes a 7erth Part of all 
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the Spoils he had taken. If Chriſtians were all 
the true Heirs of Abraham's Holy and Generous 
fo Rleart, there had little needed thoſe multiplied 
f, Laws to conſtrain the People, and ſecure to the 
if WW Prieſts their Jaintenance by Tythes. Melchi- 
/- | /edeck baving periormed-his Duty, receives with- 
oa | out ſcruple the Sacred Dues of his Office which 
2- 8 the Parriark fo chearfully paid him, and with all 
| the Reciprocations of mutual AﬀeCtion to each 
other, and ſolemn Praiſes to God, he departs 
away to his Salem. Wed 

His Di/ceſſion makes way to another Prince of 
a very far different Temper and Spirit ; #7 
Piety makes the only Diſcrimination between Perſons : 
All men have not Faith, This 1s the ſparkling 
Diamond that enriches the Crowns of Kings; 
Where that is wanting, Honour is but a Jewel in 
a Swines Snont. If private Men are ijJuſtrated by 
it (for ſimce thou waſt precious in mine Eyes, thou 
haſt been Honourable,) what Glory might it add 
unto onarchs! The King of Heaven ſhines In the 
Majeſty of his Holineſs. Abraham knew well 
enough that the Sodomiriſh King wore no ſuch 
Pearl in his Crown, therefore he puts on a Be- 
re | Haviour towards him, agreeable to the Baſencſs of 
ty I bis Spirit : He had-diſhonourably turned his back 
e- | from the Kings that Himſelf had Charged and 
m | made Havock of. He cannot therefore think him 
7 | worthy of that Reception that a Gallant Prince 
at | might have merited from him. Men are tobe treat- 
ro If £d by the Rules of Diſcretion, according to the Nature 
th of the Deſigns and Ends they have upon us. elchiſedeck, 
came to. bleſs God for that Excellent Perſon whom 
his Goodneſs had raiſed up to be an bappy In- 
| f | ſtrament 
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ſtraument of delivering the Country from the 
miſchiefs of the War, and to bleſs Himſelf in the 
Sight and Acquaintance of him. But this Kg is 
ſo far from any the leaſt Reſentment of the good 
Providence and Means by which his SubjeCcts were 
redeemed, that he looks down with a plodding 
Eye, and projects how to make Abraham's ViCto- 
'ry an Advantage to himſelf. - He appears here 
rather as a Merchant to Truck and Batter, than 
aSa gallant Prince to throw his grateful Sol into 
the Embraces of the Brave Conguerour, with Ten 
thouſand Thanks for ſo waſt 'a bleſſing, as the 
Ofterthrow of the Enemies by his VictoriousArms. 
He could not be Ignorant that by the Laws of 
IWar, Abrabam was indiſputably entitled to what- 
ſoever his Sword had Won in the Field, Himſelf 
had loſt all by his- Cowardiſe, what Abraham 
had recovered by his Courage ; And yet hath he 
the Confidence to Challenge a ſhare in the Bene- 
fit of his Noble Adventure. And miſtaking the 
brave Patriarch for a Man of as Sordid a Soul as 
Himſelf, thinks that he Bids him Fair in the 
proffer of the Booty, provided he might have 
the Perſons to himſelf. This is the main Errard 
that brings the King of Sodom (as his own Am- 
baſlador). to the Camp of Abraham. 

How perfectly Strangers are the Men of this 
World, to the Princely Greatneſs of Mind that 
dire@ts and ennobles all the Actions of the Righ- 
teous and the Holy ? Now ſhall this King of So- 
dom ſee the difference of a Star from a Clod, 


and a Spirit enkindled by the true Celeſtial Fire, 
from his own, that. glared in the contemptible Þ 


Light of a Glow-worm., | 
| Would 
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Would he have Abraham to go One Mile with 
him in_Corrtefie, behold he will go Two! Would 
he have his Coat from him, let him take his 
Cloak. alſo! Does he make ſuit to have the Per- 
ſons? Let him take them, yea and the Goods alſo. 
the Spirit of an Abraham can grant more, than 
The Soaomite hath confidence to Crave. The 
Noble Patriarch opens Heaven to him, and darts 
out a Beam of the Divine Nature, that ſtrikes 
him into perfe&t Extaſre, there is n0 more Life in 
him, while he beholds the ajeſty of the great 


Soul of Avraham: His own Dungbi! Gods ſhed 


no ſuch Influences on their Yoraries. He looks 
on him as on {ome Sacred Shrine fallen from Hea- 
ven, and ſent for him to Worſhip and be enrich'd 
by. So impoſlible is it for the true-Race of the- 
Heavenly Progeny to degenerate from the Royal 
Nature of their Mighty and Bountiful Father, 
who ſcatters Scepters and Kingdoms, and freely 
gives Grace and Glory. Avaritious Minds in every 
Lincament of their Aftions, plainly betray their Sor- 
aid Extrattions ;, and let them wear the Philatiaries 
of their profeſſion never ſo broad, yet theſe F:9- 
leaves dropping away, very villbly diſcovers the 
Shame of their Nakedneſs, and want of thoſe 


| Holy Garments(that God himſelf wears, and)which 


ſhould Dreſs them up to Salvation. . The long 
Robes of the Phariſees were too curtile and thin 
to hide from the Holy Jeſus their Zypecriſie and 
Coverouſneſs; Nor is there ſurely a greater Afronr 
unto Heaven, than for theſe Sons of the Earth to 
pretend themſelves Married to the Darehkirs of 
God. I will confidently a verr that tHe Covetcus 
Soul hath not the leaſt Spark of the Szcred Fire 

. z * In 
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init. A» Earthly Saint is a Monfter in the Church, 
with ſix Fingers and Toes on his Hands and Feet, 
{ſcraping and raking in the uck-heaps of the 
Creation. Let not ſuch dare to ſay, We have 
Abraham to our Father, ſince of the very Stones of 
the ſtreets, God 1s every day poliſhing up brighter 
Children unto Abraham, while themſelves tie wallow- 
ing in the Dirt. * Now, the brave Abraham heaps 
the Goods of this World upon the Head of a So. 
domite, whole very Heart was 'apon them ; and 
ſcorns to afford them a Lodging in his Thoughts. 
Let him cripple his Shoulders with the burden of 
them ; himſelf would keep his affeCtions free, 
Abraham piles up Earth upon Earth and buries him 
into the Dult. Should but a little More of that 
Afould hang on his own Foot, he would ſhake it 
from him into his Lap, and diſdains to wear but 
3 Buckle in his Shoe, that ever came out of So- 
dom. He might have ſav'd himſelf the trouble of 
this Journey ; hence (long before he asked) his 
Petition was granted and made ſure to him by 
Oath, though he knew it not: For no ſooner 
had God given him the Y#tory (and with it a 
Right to all that was found 1n the Field) but 
preſently Abraham turns his Arms upon Himſelf, 
and Fights to Conquer his own Temptations. He 
had not ſtirred a Foot from the baſe Motive of 
' a private Advant4ge. The World ſhould ſee 
that he Adted from principles particular to him- 
ſelf, and ſhall be abundantly convinced that he 
had no diſhonorable Aims. He knew well 
enough whither to Go, and from whom to ex- 
pect his Reward. 


Thus 
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Thus is This Great Mar ſticking Pearls into the 
Crown of God, while he leaves his own bare. 
© 'Tis below any Child of Abraham! to warm 
; himſelf by the Sparks of his own? Kindling, when 
f the Cauſe and Glory of Heaven catches cold. 
T © Abraham lifts up his Hand to the moſt high God, to 
y hang up all his Trophies in the Celeſtial Court, 
S MF and Knew not whither this might not be a Means 
- © to allure the King of Sodor: thither after them, 
a when he ſhould find a Perſon of ſuch rare Reli- 
Nl gion and Yertue, as could perfettly deny himſelf, 
f and Abjure Profit, that great Dtana of the World. 
Po Weep my Soul, that thou ſeeſt ſo few Heirs of Abra- 
y ham's Faith and Self-denyal. The whole World 
hunting after Shadows which themſelves call Sub- 
CI farce, and labouring under a greater Diffraftion 
Ci than this Sodoririſh King, who crav'd only the Souls, 
- {| and was content to forgoe the Goods ; but theſe 
f abjure their own Soxls, fo they may finger the 
5 Goods, and are fo far from letting paſs their Pre- 
y tence of Right to them, that they quarrel even 
r with God Himſelf, and venture the loſs of an 
a I Eternity for them. q 
$ How often is it found, that Generous Minds 
> ſuffer under the Injurious /mputations of a too 
- fooliſh Facility and Softneſs of Nature. They are 
f || deemed but Weak Men thar do not Stare and Stamp 
© If for their Intereſt, and hold what they have got- 
I- I ten S:7fly. The King hall have but little canſe 
C F£to be Jealous of Abraham's Diſcretion and Pru- 
i IJ} dential Management of his Aﬀairs. He ſhall not 
- [zo home and deride his too ealle Temper, ſince 
nitwithſtanding his Noble Grant of the whole 
Booty to him, he doth not thereby intend In- 
jaitice 
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juſtice to others, by his own kindneſs to Him. 
Proportions muſt be fir{t made to his Three Amo. 
rite Confederates, who had run the hazard of the 
War, and might reaſonably expect to enjoy a 
ſhare in the Spoils ; he therefore gratefully aſligns 
to each of them. his Part, .and thereby gave the 
King of Sodom to know that he was no ſtranger | 
to his Own Right in the Whole, and that, No 
of Hts own, had he given him. As for his Souldiers, Ml 
they were all his Domeſticks, in perfect Reſigna- 

tion to his Pleaſure, whom he feared not to 
Autiny for the Plunder of the Field, and he knew | 
. well enough How to gratific them at home. Thus 

is Abraham Fuſt and Wiſe, as well 2s Generous, 

and Tempers his Courteſie with Prudence: And the 
delign of Abraham was evident, to clap a Padlock, 

on this Kings Foul mouth. He ſhall not Vaunt 
hereafter that Abraham was Enriched by his Loſs. | 
And hath not God himſelf contrived the Mears 
of our Eternal Happineſs in ſo wiſe a manner, 
that when by Sin we had ruin'd our ſelves (with 
Sodom) he hath provided a Redemption for us, 
to which we have not contributed the leaſt Finger 
of Help or Aſſiſtance; but whether we will or No, 
the Praiſe of all muſt redound to the Glory of 
bis Grace, that uo Man ſhall boaſt, and the Months 
of all be ſtopped for eyermore. 

 Prophane Hearts are ever ungrateful to God and 
Man, under the richeſt Mercies. This Kindnets 
of Abraham was little conſidered by this King his 
Nephew ; (*) He returns laden with the Profts 


eeer——_ 


—_—— 


(*) Fidebimus Sodoritas, accepti beneficii fuiſſe immemorec, 
dem ſuperbe &* contumeliose Sanifun ſe Lot vexarunt.* Caly. 11 
GED. I 4 
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'of the whole Expedition, while- Abraham goes 
Home as L:ght and Empty as ever he went out, 
and hath only the naked Glory of the famous 
Exploit. The Author of our Salvation bled not for 
himſelf, he was happy from Eternity in the Boſom, 
and was the daily delight of his Father, rejoycing 
always before him: When he paſſed forth to Em- 
counter and Deſtroy the Enemies of our Peace, 
what Got he but many Wounds upon himſelf, 
while we enjoy the happy Fruits of his Love and 
Victory; yet alas,his Kindneſs is but little regard- 
ed, and too many fall in League and StrikeHands 
with thoſe that Smote him. Unthankful Man! 
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God appears again unto Abraham /abouring 
under ſome Trouble of Mind, particularly 
That of the Want of an Heir. God chears 
him' from the Aſſurance of an Innume- 
rable Poſterity, and the whole Land of Ca- 
naan for them. Both which are confirmed 
by an Irrefragable Covenant, &C. 


— — 


Braham having thus happily Carv'd out a 
| Peace to the Country by his Victorious 
Arms, hath now time to {it down and enjoy him- 
ſelf and .his God in Qwter ; this was the pleaſing 
Element he naturally delighted to Kreath in. The 
ratling of Armour, and the Neighing of Horſes, 
and Garments dipt in Blood, are not fo Aﬀecting 
Qbjects to the Senſes of Gods Children, who 


alc 
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are taken up rather with the ſweet Whiſpers of 
his Love, and raviſhing Sozgs of the Night. There 
is all peace in Heaven, and univerſal Harmony 
of Concord, which Crowns the Felicity of the 
Bleſſed. Abraham thro all this Expedition, had 
demean'd himfelf with ſo much Courage and 
Gallantry, that God, having firſt ſent elchife. 
deck as his Ambaſſador, to Sainte and Bleſs him i: 
bis Name by the way, Now can refrain no longer 
from coming Himfſelf to him, to bring him a 
gracious Welcome home. © 

Whether Abrahams buſte thonghts had been 
working upon the conſequent Iſſues of this War, 
and framing to himſelf ſome timerous [magina- 
#ions of a future danger, in caſe theſe ſcattered 
Troops ſhould rally again (and recruiting into 
grcater Numbers) might return all enflamed 
with the fury of Revenge upon him, as Princes 
ſeldom lay down the Cudgels for one broken 
Head; ) or whether (as others think) that God 
having been ſo kind to him in the proſpering his 
Arms, to the defired Honour and Ends of Victo- 
ry, might ſeem to put him off with a Temporal 
Reward: (As it is not unuſual for the Faithfalleſt 
Souls to be jealous of this Worlds Proſperity, 
they cannot endure to think of being ſent away 
with any blefling ſhort of Himſelf: There 7s none 
on Earth I can deſire beſides thee :) Or whether he 
found the Princes of the Coutttry, rather envious 
at, than affefted with, or thankful for the deli- 


verance he had wroughr- them: Whether this, 


or any of theſe; but ſarely we may diſcover 
Even from God Himſelf, that he Laboured under 
tome great Perturbation of Mind, When he 

faw 
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| fawit fit therefore to revive his drooping Spirirs 


by conveying his Conſolations to him in the Viſions 
of the Night, and to pour in ſuch a 5 «tip of Joy; ' 
as ſhall quickly reſtore him to his wonted Tem- 
per and perfet Seremry of Soul. Fear ror Abra- 
ham, 1 am thy Shield, and thine exceeding great 
Reward, See, I have already given thee an Ex- 
perience-of my Power and ProteCtion, thar ſhall 
ever be continued for-thy future Preſervation 
and Safety: 1 have covered thine Head already in 
the day of Battle, and hid thee in the Hollow of mine 
Haid, from the rage of thine Enemies: $9 will I 
ever be a Wall of Fire round avout thee ; they ſhall 
but ſcorch themſelves that approach to hurt 
thee. No weapon formed againſt thee ſhall proſper x 
yea, tho' the whole Earth ſhould gather themſelves 
rogether-to injure thee, Do-not dread the united 
ſtrength of the 'Arm of Fleſh; thou haſt a God 
that will ever ariſe up for thy Defence. He that 
toucheth thee, ſhall as profperoaſly hone to puil out 
the Apple of .mine Eye; and to deter ail the 7ojts 
of Heaven that ſhall ever be Armed as thy Lifes. 
ouard; fo ſoon ſhall thine Enemies prevail to 
baffle Omnipotent power and Strength, as to 
pull one Hair from thine Head , much leſs to 
ſheath a Sword in thy Heart: Wrap up therefore 
thy ſelf ſecurely within the Folds of my Invin- 
cible Power, by an unqueſtionable Confidence in 
my Watchſulneſs and Care that ſhall ever attend. 
hee, thrd all the molt dangerous Accidents of 
hy Life : Fear #5 Abraham, for [am thy Shield, 
ind whereas in this Aﬀair of the King of Sodo-n , 
hou haſt accquited thy felf with ſo Noble Re- 
pecÞ to mine Honour, and (o - a Dependance or 
ity 
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my. Power and Alſufficiency to enrich thee, ſo as 
Lion hait deſpiſed rhe means of a D#tation by an 
Addition of thoſe contemptible Spoils: to thine 
Eſtate : Know this for thine Encouragement and 
Joy, Thou ſhalt be fo far from being a loſer by 
io gencrous a preferring my Glory beyond thine 
own Intereſts, that inſtead of them, I will give 
_ thee my Self; a God who have all the Treaſures 
of Earth and Sea at mine own Power to Diſpoſe 
of, and if need were, could command them all 
to meet in thine Exchequer to enrich thee : And il « 
who am in my ſelf ſo inexhauſtible a Fountain of c 
more Durable Riches and Honour, than what are / 
drawn from the poor ines of the Earth, and i » 
with theſe wiii [ Ennoble thee for ever. Be not if 5 
Jealous thar I intend thee no further Honours IM a 
chan what thou haſt Atchieved from the Glory I C 
of thy Conqueit ; when mine Own hand ſhall WW 1a 
weave thee an Immarceſlible Crows that ſhall fir Ml Cl 
fait on thy Head, and never Wither or Die. if th: 
And tho' the ungrateful Canaanes pay thee not ſf pri 
the Homage and honourable Acknowledgment of their i his 
own deliverance by thine Hand, or maliciouſly WM els. 
Envy thee the Glory of it, yet ſhalt thou have Il paſ 
little cauſe to complain : When I make over ſſcy | 
my ſelf to thee, who am infinitely more than WW ou | 
a}l . Things, and who could as eaſily make thee the 
Lord of the Univerſe, as to beſtow theſe King: MCom 
doms of Canaan upon thee; but thar I reſerve 
to thee a Portion in mine own moſt glorious 
Eſſence, and thou ſhalt nat run to the Creatures 
for a Recompence, for 7 (my ſelf) will be thy Re- FMbathe 
ward, and thou ſhalt every day find how Great, ſd 
how exceeding great a Reward, thy God will bt | 
unto thee, | Bit 
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But, mighty 7ehovah ! haſt thou fitted "the 
Shield of thy. Proteftion to the Body of thine 
Abraham only? Is the Promiſe made to hint 
alone ft, And wilt thou leave all the Heirs of his 
Faith and Spirit, naked and bare to the Cruel- 
ties of. their Encmies ? #afſ# thou but one Shield 
of Defence ? ſhield us, even us alſo, O our Father ! 
Yea we know well that thou art a Sw nd a 
Shield ro all them that walk uprightly, as Abraham. 
God hath expanded the- Buckler of his Prote- 
tion (as the Heavens) over all the Body, of hjs 
deareſt Church. Haypy art thou, O Iſrqel, who 15 
likg unto thee, O Peeple ſaved by the Lord ! the fhicld 
of thine Help, and the ſword of thine Excellen- 
cy, thine Enemies ſhall be found Lyars to thee, 
and "thou fait tread upon their hioh * places. 
Come ye Azgels (one of you is enough ) and 
{mite the ble{phemous Holt into dead , Corpſes. 
Come ye Starrs, and fizht iu your Courſes agatnit 
the Tyrannous S7ſera: Come ye mghty Waters and 
prepare Graves; for the Obdurated Pharaon and all 
his Army,-within the valt gulph of your own Bow- 
els. Come forth ye poor Horms, and take your Re- 
paſt on the Carkafs of the Zorral that would fan- 
cy himſelf to be a God. Come thon little Some cut 
out of the Mountain, that ſhell break in pieces all 
the Kingdoms of the Earth, that oppoſe thee! 
Come near ye Nations, hear and hearkew ye People, for 
the indignation of the Lord is upon you, and vis fury up- 
on all your Armies ; he hath utterly deſtroyed them, be 
hath delivered them to the ſlaughter : For his ſword 7s 
bathed in Heaven, behold it ſhall come down upoaJdimen, 
ad upon the People of his Curſe unto Fudaement, 
And come thou bleffed Son of Abraham, the In- 
"i vinctble 
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vincible Xing of the Church. With the Spirity- 
al Sword of thy might, enter into the Confines 
of Hell; Invade the Territories of the Infernal 
Powers ;, daſh in pieces all the Gates of thine Don- 
_ non; break their Iron Barrs aſunder, lade away Wn» 
the Spoils of thoſe curſed Principalities, the Tro- i | 
phies of their Eternal Hogour, Sm and Death, if ' 
Make a ſhew* of them” openly, to all the World, | 
expoſe them to the deriffon of Angels, and i n 
Men, as the baffled Captives of thy Power! Il / 
Faſten them to the Wheels of thy Chari; iſ 4 

T 

If 


drag them after thee, when in the day of thy 
Triumph thou ſhalt enter into thy Kingdom, 
thence let them receive the dreadful Sentence of I 7; 
everlaſting Ignominy and Contempt. YA 

Come hither Chriſtian, and view thy ſelf Se- i =! 
_ cure as Infinite Power and the Strength of a lv 

God: can make thee : If thou'wilt negligently I Lo 
hang up thy Shield to the Walls, and walk na- I the 
ked thrd all the Qrarters of thine Enemies, and I hat 
promiſe thy ſelf ſafety in the midſt of Devils, © {ub 
and Men almoſt as Bad as they, without this all 
: Coat- Mail of the Divine Promiſe girt about I Anc 
thee, or but looſely put on ; what can be expe-£- Cc 
ed, but thy certain fall even by theſe batted 
Straglers of the routed Army, who lye lurking ſhou 
to make their Prey upon thee, and to lead theeſſthe 
with themſelves into the Eternal Priſons ? To 
dye by a Noble and Victorious hand,would yet be 
ſomewhat honourable, but for theſe diſarmed 7roy! 
of Hell to trinmph in thy ruine, and fix thee un 
perpetual Chains of darkneſs ( and this only fron 
thy careleſneſs and neglect of carrying thine Arm 


about thee,and wearing the Shield of thy o—_ 
l 
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this will be matter of indelible Shame and Corn- 


L fuſuon. | 
al This is that ſpecial piece of Spiritual Armour, 


1 that ſhouldſt thou be ſo vain to leave the reſt 
y | behind, . yet of this art thon cautioned” by no 
0- MW means to be forgetful, but Above all to rake 
h, WW with thee the Shield of Faith: And what is this 
d, MW bur the cloſe-buckling this Excellent Pro- 
nd WM miſe about thine Heart ? Come my Son, let not 
r! W /ercy and Truth for ſake thee, bind them about thy - 
t; Wl Neck, write them apon the Table of thy Heart. 
hy © That thou mayſt ever retain this Glorious In- 
m, | ſcription in thy Eye: The Lord ts my Shield and 
of I 72 Buckler, He is my defence; the Holy one of Iſ- 
rael 1s my King. Whom then ſhould I fear ? of 
Se- i who: ſhould 1 be afraid? The Lord is on my fide, 
faſt Iwill not fear what Man can do unto me ? The 
tly | Lord taketh my part with them that help me, 
na- © therefore ſhall I ſee my deſire upon them that 
and hate me: The Captain of my Salvation hath 
yils, (ſubdued all mine Enemies under me ; they are 
this I al] fallen, and ſhall never be able to riſe again : 
out And thro him that loveth me, am I more than 
cpe-I « Conguerour over them all ! He hath redeemed . 
Med me from the hand of mine Enemies, thar [I 
king ſhould ſerve him without fear, &c, And this is 
the Mercy that he ſwore to our Father Abraham, 
that he would ' grant us. He confirmed it to 
thee by an Oath, and wilt thou walk looſely 
under it, and tamely yield thy ſelf Priſoner to 
every baſe Aſſault ? When thou haſt liſted thy 
ſelf under: his Colours, and entred into the 
Bonds of that Sacrament, that obligeth thee to 
Wand valiantly againſt - every Adverſary of his 
| 3 Glory, 
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Glory ; who once ſaid to the Great Abraham, 
( ard in him to thee too, ) Fear ner, for I am thy 
Shzwlad. 

And this Shield 1s a S$u# too, that will ripen 
21] the fruits of his Bowaty, by which thy Table 
15 ſpread. Thou ſhalt not need Crouch to a 
Sedomite for a piece of Bread: How deſervedly 
did he wear the Leprofie of a Naaman upon his, 
own Skin, that could ſteal from the Preſence of 
his great Maſter to poſlt after an Afr4an, for a lit- 
tle Silver and a few Changes of Raiment ! 'Tis be- 
low the Princes of the Blood to court the Skullions 
of the Kitchin for Scraps: Theſe, whoſe Spirits 
are feaſted every day with Hidden Manna, need 
lictle queſtion their daily Proviſions, which flow in I 
npon them from the lels Expenſive Carrert of Pro- 
vidence. Facob may ſend into Egypr for Corn, but WW | 
he ſhall ſend his own full Bags to pay for it: And I « 
it David ſolicits a Naval, for a part of his Sheep- i * 
ſheer Cheer, 'twas but in order to thedelign of God / 

j 
( 


to tranſlate his whole Eſtate upon him with his 
Is/ife, Abraham's Children have ilk and ' Honey in 
their own Canaan, and if they had lels, yer is their 
Dinner of Herbs better than the ſtalled Gx of the VWic- | © 
ked. The very Gleanings of Ephraim are better W 2 
than the Vintage of Abiczar: And he that ſups with I ( 
Herod may chance diſyorge his Sromach w hen he iſ | 
finds the Head of a Propher brought up in a Charg-ſ Þ 
er for ſecond Courſe ; even 5f that Prophe:,who to 7 
avoid the dangers of their poyſonous Diihes, con- | 77 
treats himſelf with the LZocuſts of the Wilderneſs. C 
The Great E{ijah can truſt his Maſter to Cater for ſW V 
him by the Miniſtry of Ravens, and when that fails, W fc 
is ſatisfied with the poor fare ofa Widow, = 
, Tnan 
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then to Glut himſelf (with Tezcbel's Chaplains) 
upon the Varieties of her providing. - His brave 
Succeſſour, with all his Col/edze, are thankful to 
God for a Meſs of Porrave : And the patient 
Habakkuk can joyfully feed on a God alone ; 
tho the Fields and Herd: and Sralls ſhonld af. 
ford him not a Foyat to ſupply his Table. 
Theſe with their Great Lord hal Meat 10 eat 
which the World knew not. So had the Children of the 
Captivity, who choſe rather to maxe their Meals 
on Pulſe and Water, than to defile themielves 
with the princely Fiands of the Royal Board. 
The holy David fears to be choxked with them : 
Let me not eat of their daintie:s. With an holy 
diſdain have al} the belt Children of Atraham 
declined the dangerous Acceſlion of earthly Su- 
perfluities - Let the Swine of the World (who 
offer to no other Dcity but their Bel lies) {w1ll 
themſelves till they break again. A! eheir freſh 
ſprings are in God, And thoug h Eſau faid he 
had enough, . and wanted not "Jacob's Preſents ; 
yet had he little enonvh who wanted Facob's 
God. Let therrve Children of Avraham, learn 
to take ont the leſſon of G-neroitty from him, ' 
and to wind- up all their delires in God, who 
(abſtracted from all Creatures) will very ſhort- 
ly be their only Portion, and themfelves ſhall 
be for. ever filled , with #/s fulneſs Tho filleth all 
mall, Let them give no occalton to awy Sodo- 
mire©f the Earth, to ſulpet that they worſhip a 
God who Is a Nigeard! y Rewarder of his Ser- 
vants; and are therefore forced to ſneak to them 
for mouldy bread, and clouted Shoes. 
But fit down for a while e, and conſider, (Rez- 
f 4 der ) 


$2 Kewarques on the Life 
der) what mean theſe Golden Words, I an 
thy exceeding Great Reward : When all the Great 
Ones of the World have the Plague of the Ser- 
penr vpon them, and lick the duſt of the Earth, 
and terminate their defires'in a Curſed Portion ; 
to thee will I give my /elf foran Heritage! And 
could thy ſhallow &Apprehenlions conceive what a 
God 1s in himſelf, or can be, and do for his faith- 
ful Servants, thou mighteſt then reach the Dimen- 
| fions of that Bleſſing, which becauſe they are 
ſo infinitely beyond all the ſtrength of thy Fa- 
culties to comprehend, therefore have I provi- 
ded an Etcrnity for thee, wherein I will cn- 
large thoſe Powers of thy Soul to a ſweet and 
raviſhing Contemplation of all my PerfeCtions, 
and thine own excceding Happineſs in having 
an Intereſt in them, when thou ſhalt more per- 
fetly ſee the Happineſs of that Enjoyment, and 
more fully know what infinire Wiſdom, Pow- 
er and Love can effect, when they lay out 
themſelves in Contrivances of-all poſſible Feli- 
city and Bleſſedneſs, to all the Obje&ts of my 
Favour and Grace : And ifI delign this Happi- 
\ neſs for thee to Eternity, thou canſt not fear 
that I ſhould he defective to thee in this life, 
but even now will crown all thy faithful Servi- 
ces with Rewards and Encoutagemeats due to 
tem. Toy Works of Faith and Kiohteonſueſs, {hall 
be preſent Peace and Comfort, and the «fc of 
that Righteouſneſs, quietneſs and Aſſurance f#$ ever, 
And what is there, Reader, that the utmoſt de- 
fire of thy Ambitious Heart can reach out to 
10 covet after, but what Abraham's God can 35 
bountifully conferr ypon thee,hadſt thou ny leaſt 
"IM =; | aegree 
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degree of his Faith to believe ic? It is He that 
can make thee ride upon the High places of the 
Earth, and open to thee all the rich Exche- 
quers of his Treaſure, that than ſhalt not need 
Crouch to Kzrgs. - He can platt a Coronet. of 
Honour for thy Temples, and gjve thee a Name 
like unto the Name of the Great Men of the 
Earth. Who promoted the poor Shepherd from 
waiting -6n thoſe few Sheep in the Wilderneſs, to 
become. the glorious Head and Paltour of his 
People ? Who called the deſpicable Fiſhermen 
from their Boats and Nets, to be Spiritual Priz- 
ces in all*the Earth, and ſet them as glittering 
Suns to ſhine for ever in the Firmament of his 
Church? He can prepare a Table for thee even 
here in the- Deſart, . that ſhall bafile all the 
Elixirs of the Field and the Yintage : Can give 
thee a Taſte of that Manna the Spirits of Angels 
are feaſted with : Can whiſper Secrets into 
thine Ears, that ſhall drown thy heart with Joy 
unſpeakable and * Gloriows : Can light up ſuch a 
Taper in thy Sol, that ſhall pierce the Clouds, 
and give thee a Proſpect of the Inviſible King- 
dom, and bleſs thy Soul with Aoſes*s Eyes : 
When. all the World 1s toſſed on the Billows 
of his Wrath, can lodge thee in an .Ark of per- 
tet Security and Peace. Thou ſhalt rot fear the 
fears of the Wicked, nor be diſtratted with their 
Amazements : Thy © Soul ſhall dwell in. quiet 
within the Tabernacle off his. Preſence : If Hea- 
ven and Earth'ſhould fall and mix together in 
one Chaos of Confuſion, the Ruine ſhould -not 
concern thee at all : Thy Foot is fixt on the 
unmoveable Rock ſrom all the Dreads and Po. 
| ſiblities 


84 _ Remarques on the Life 
fibilities of falling : Everlaſting Arms would be 
underneath, to preſerve thee from daſhing thy ſelf 
againſt the bruiſing Stones. When - Time hath 
ſpun onr the Silver Thread of-thy Life on 
Earth, God will furniſh thee with a Clew rhat 
ſhall convey thee ſafely thro all the Zabyrinths 
of Death, into the lightſome Palace of an ever. 
laſting Joy and Glory ; where thou ſhalt ever 
ſhare with his Choſen in endleſs Felicities, and 
wear on thy happy Head the Immortal Crown 
of Life. God:from his own moſt bleſſed Eſſence 
flowing ont unto thee with inexhauſtible ſtreams 
of ineffable Pleaſure and Love, which drown 
all apprehenſions here- to conceive, and muſt 
deſpair ever to know, before thou comeſt to 
enjoy them: Lo! this is the Reward and Her:- 
cage of the fairhful Children 'of that Abraham, 
whom God made the happy Obje&t ot his own 
aclight, his Friends 7oy, his Enemies Ervy, and 
the Wonder of all the World. 

Ceaſe then from inquiring what an exceed- 
ing Great Reward thy God will be to thoſe 
that ſerve him with Avraham's Heart : Nor ask 
, with David, What (hall be done t9 the man that 
ſhall fight the Battels of God, againſt the Gol- 
ah's of the World, and Sin; but buckle on 
thine Armour, and with Abraham and David 
at Conragioully ; and in the'Strength of thine 
Almighty Shield thou ſhalt not fail to be Vi- 
- Qtoriovs ; the little Pebble of this ſingle Pro- 
miſe, ſhot from the ſtrong Arm of thy Faith 
and Confidence, ſhall fk into the Forchead of 
all thine Oppoſers, on whoſe Ruines thou ſhalt 
' build to thy felf a Pillar and Monument of Im- 
mortal Glory and Praile. Thoy 
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Thon wilt pardon me, Reader, this Jong di- 
greſſion from Abraham's Story, while I have 
been labouring only to heave up thy dull hearr 
and tired Spirits, to that 'blefled place where 
himſelf is entred, and to give thee ( in a ſmaller 
draught ) an imperfect Copy of thoſe Glories, to 
which his Faith and Courage have ſo happily 
preferr'd him. We ſhall find him preſently 
making uſe of his Shzeld, and trying what met- 
tat it is made of, not againſt a weak Combina- 
tion of Kings, but againſt God himſelf. Indeed 
the manner of his Arracque is ſomewhat different, 
for there 1s no prevailing againſt God but by 
an humble uſe of his own Weapons: There- 
fore having received the Ammnnition, he im- 
meciately makes his Aſfaulr, and fo very Incki- 
ly managed ir, that it ſtruck into the very 
Heart of God, and thence fetch'd out the blood 
that was afterwards tetnper*d to make up the 
Son which he forehe for. When fury and Wrath 


can prevail nothing, Tears and Prayers get the Vi- 


ory. Haſt thon ſaid, thon wilt be a Great Re- 


ward to me? to what purpoſe will all that be, 
when I am haſtening to my Grave, and cavnot 
bear with me thy Bleſſings into the next World, 
and I have no Heir to enjoy them after me ? — 
Lord God, what wilt thou give me, ſeeing T'o0 Child- 
leſs ? See how Abraham Itrikes while the Iron 1s 
hot ; and dexterouſly clinches the Nail of the 
Promiſe, with the hnmble ſtroak of his Faith 
into the breaſt of God's Faithfulneſs, which opens 
it Self to make way for it to ſtick in; and 
there it abode for many years after, till 1/aac 
came to draw it out. ?Tis obſerved. ( by the 
3 Learned) 


35 Bemarqueg on the Life 
Learned) that Abraham (*) S:igh'd out this Re- 
queſt to God . from the very bottom of his 


Heart, which no wonder then had ſo good effect 


on the Heart of God. The weak Charge of the 
Lips do little Executiqn, without ſtrong Enforce- 
ment from the Breath of the Soul. .Omnipotence 
it ſelf falls under the Puſh of a melted Soul. The 
Wind of Afﬀedctionate Prayer, and. Showers of 
true Repentance, turns the very Bowels of a 
God within him, and puts him on Repenting 
too. Mary's Tears at Lazarm's Grave, ets 
Feſus on Groaning,, and then to Weeping as faſt 
as She: Admire not ta ſee the Soul of her Bro- 
ther diſcharged out of Heaven, when God could 
keep it there no longer. The Spiritual King- 
dom is very well pleaſed, to ſuffer nnder ſuch 
Violence. It may be Facob afterwards learned 
from his Grandfather this Never-failing Art of 
Wreſtling with Heaven, for in his buckling with 
the Azgel, though himſelf gat a ſmall blow 
(that put his Thioh out of joynt,) yet had he 
Strength enough ſtill to hold him Priſozer till he 
got his Defigns upon him,. and his Tears trickled 
down fo faſt, that there was no more Heart in 
his Aztagomſt to deny him that Bleſſmng that he 
ſo powertully ſtruggled for.As a Prince hg prevailed 
with God : But how ? He wept and made Supplica- 
cation unto «him. They were Facob's Tears that 
melted the ſtrength of that Bleſſed Prince of Arn- 
gels, who when he came into the World in our Na- 
ture, made uſe him{c1f of no other Arms. 


—_— 


—_— 


(*) Domine Fehovab, illud patheticum eſt eoque, tanquam fingul- 
riens uſus eſt Abraham, 


But 
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* But what are Sighs and Groans and Tears (were 
they all of Blood) - for -how little are they re- 
garded in the World ? Since they make the poor 
Patients but the more unpleafing Company to 
others who breath in the Egypriaz Air, where no 
ſuch Showers fall, where no ſuch Winds do blow ? 
Yet Sighs for Sin differ from other Breath, as 
the Sweet Perfumes of the Aromatick Mountains 
from the Fuliginous Vapours of the dead Sea, or 
the Inſpirations of Heaven from the Noiſom 
Belchirgs of Brutes : They are the Brisk Gales 


that ſcatter the Fogs of Guilr, and ſecurely waft 


us to Heaven. And though they are Inarticulate, 
and paſs away from us without a Coinage into 
Noiſe and Words, yet God knows their Oratory 


well enough, and can ſpell them into ſo good 


Sence, that he puts his own Jmprimatur upon 
them, and ſhall be prodnc'd :8 Records of true 
Repentance, though there be little ejſe to plead 
for Mercy and Safety in the day of Viſitation, 
but the poor Evidence of a ſew Hearty Groans 
under the killing Tyrannies of Sin. When the. 
Bottle of Tears ſhall appear at that time to plead 
for us, then ſhall theſe Winds alſo paſs out of 
their Treaſury, to blow ſome Refreſhment on us : 
Both the one and the other Waſhed and Sweetned 
with the Sacrifice of the Blood of Fe/ws,Ezek. 9.4. 

God had already made to Abraham a General 
Promiſe of a Numerous Sced, and .now he-Sighs 
to have that Promiſe more particularly expreſs'd. 
Generals in Religion leave the AﬀeCtions Dull and 
Cold, and are but as the Embers upon the Hearth, 
which more explicite Revelation blows up into 
Flames of Spiritual Heat and Joy. All the rich 


Levnacies 
co 
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Legacies of the, New Teſtament do but meanly 


Aﬀect us, till they are'tranſlated into the Hearr 
by the Finger; of- God. + Thea, 0 how I love thy 
Law! "Twill never be well-with us till we Pray 
and Sigh too, with Abraham, for a more exprels 
Humination and accompliſhment, of the Pramiſe : 
I will write my Law -in their inward parts. General 
Promiſes ſatisfie (well enough) a dead and: Ge- 
veral Faith, all whoſe Hopes are on the Paper, 
but a Lively Faith is ever Reſtleſs till they be 


tranſcribed thence, and engraver, in legible Cha- 


racers within. - The Law of his God ts 1n his heart. 
That is the Fleſhly Table upon which it is fairly 
written. Salvation is {ecure to all whoſe Names 
are written in the Book of Life; but 'tis a Lamp from 
the Sant uary, (the Spirit of Revelation) that muſt 
clear up the Evidence to the Squl of its own Name 
being there inſerted. Abraham's true Faith Sighs 
after more explicite Demonſtration. *Tis a dread- 
fal thing to leave the Concerns of Eternity under 
| Fear and Doubts. Grve all diligence to make - your 
Calling and Elettion ſure. Abraham's Soul was at 
ſtake, and longed till he were better ſecured of 
the promiſed Seed which ſhould make himſelf and 
all the Nations of the earth happy. He Pants'(*) till 
he ſee that natural Root from whence the Blefled 
Branch of Righteouſneſs ſhould in Gods good time 
be moſt happily derived. . What could he. beg 
teſs than this? In vain would all other Bleſlings 


_—ct 
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(*) Quodnam donum oblectationi aut conſolationi mihi erit, 
quamadiu non video promiſſionem tuam completam de ſemine meo ex 
quo Meſſias eſt procreandus £ 


he 
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be heap'd on his Head. But to paſs down into 
the Chambers of death Childleſs, and all the Ae- 
moirs of his Faith and-Obedience to be buried with 
him in.the ſame Sepulchre: This is matter of 
Grief to'him, under all the Royal Largeſles of 
Divine Bounty towards him. Progeny #s the natu- 
ral deſire of Man, whole Ambition is to ſee him- 
ſelf furvive in others ſpringing trom him; and 
Children are but the living Images of their de- 
ceaſed Parents, who (fo long as They hve,) are 
not altogether dead. Beſides Abraham foreſees his 
great Name might be interred in Oblwn, if God 
ſhould not inſcribe it on a more lively Jdonument 
than his Steward Elezer of Damaſcus was like to 
make z who although he were a good Man, 2nd 
by being adopted his Heir, might be raiſed to 
bear ſome Figure and Reiemblance of his State 
in the World; yet (he fears) he would prove 
but a dark Repreſentative of the Great Abraham's 
Spirit, and no Expreſs [mage of his Maſters Perfor : 
Too dark a Rez for his liluſtrious Vertues to 
ſhine in. | | 
The Sence of this Infelicity lay ſo heavy upon 
his troubled Spirits, that now he fights for Life, 
and reduplicates his {troaks. - The Rock had not 
yet yielded him one comfortable Drop, which in 
an inſtant ſhall guſh out in Floods of buing Warer , 
he renews the complaint, and piteouſly laments 


| his condition. To mec- haſt theu given no Seed. 


None yet appears, though thou telleſt me- of a 
numherleſs One. I find no Accompliſhment of 
thy Promiſe. God ſometimes makes as if he did 
not hear, and ſeems to ſhut his Ears, while yer 
his Heart is open. . He loves to put a Value = 
1s 
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his own: Mercies,.' which we ſo: much the niote 
eſteem, : as they coſt us dear-in -purchaſing- and 
waiting, for.” Bleſſings £00. \gheaply. gotren, -are to 
meanly.priz'd. Abraham's $oul-is in Travel for an 
Heir, he muſt. not.-- hope to be delivered -by one 


-poor-fingle Paxg. In*vain do. we knock at Hea- 


vens Gates; without watching/ there -till Anſwer 
comes ;z and if that be delayed, our Requeſts are 


to be enforced. by .new Arguments, and more pa- 
thetick workings of Heart.. And [though our 
. Prayers be anſwered before we cty, yet:znuſt we 


call again and again for that-Anſwer. And Feſwu 
taught us a Parable to this end, that we ought. alway; 


 TYopray, and not to faint ; Let. Abraham hold out 


but one throw: more, and the Child ſhall come to 
the Birth: _ Chriſtian! thou haſt 'been in Jong 
Labour for a Saviour, the next Groan may-bring 
him from the Womb of Gods Decree, -and:thine 
own Prayers into thy joyful Arms: wilt thou dye 
before-thou ſee thy Saviour Born in thy Heart? 
Chriſt in thee, the hope of Glory, © | 

' Behold God this very Moment appearing to 


cancel- all the Evidences of the Strangers Preten- + 


fiqns, and breaking for ever the Heart of Eliczer's 
Hopes : See. the Seals of thoſe deſpairing Con- 
veyances, making over thine Eſtate and Soul to 
the: Forreizner, all lying on the Ground torn off, 
and himſelf. ſneaking away in utter Deſperation, 


at the firſt breaking out ofthe true 1/aac. Go . 


Father Abraham, and teach al} the World the 
profit of patient waiting at the Throne of Grace, 


| for by thine /mporrunity and Perſeverance haſt thou 


prevailed with God. Since” the pains of thine 
Heart have turned even Gads within him; and 
| cauled 
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fuſed his very. Bowels'to roll,” in rhe Shi 
f- thou heareſt the joyful bk "0 


whereof 

Son," hich hall ilfic" fifm thoſe: y O 
n Wl that have ſtirted in"fo: viotent Motlons® ap: 
ne WF which 'his pity: hath n6- frength any ot 
i Nl withſtand "thee! and? Haths all thi 

et } but a "fig & Reſiſtznc 6 while thic if auf 
re I fhewing 4: wo of *chy Skill; how well = 


a | managethy' Shield, 74nd how profperot 

u Nj bimſelfrhay” ener *When it ſha#t* pleaſe 

p; a oi mae: up himſelf td: be. RY, by Peg 
y iN Arabi” hath "beer in'Pravel;”” 2nd" Bt of 
ut Troop comerh. © What 'a probifick. rate”Þ hy 

© Wl which brings forth Thilſwnds. and ten Thouſands 
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18 I our Serecers and niches Parents of an Incomn; to | 


5 I ſible Seed: "Phe Off-ſpvibg of that Grate; dre a 1 
ne Þ the Innumerable ProduCtions of Erernity,” L555 
ſc. FF all the Arts off Arihmerick/ muſt -for ever. Gelps 

to ſur u Can the' Great' God givela pa 

little? Hath Abraham, wrovght all this w bn 
tO NF for one Son ? Come. all ye'glittering (a7 
7 Þ Heaven,” your mighty Creator ſends you' A <A 
"5 £ mons' to -make your "Appearance - here 4n_ your 
0- YT cleareſt Shine, her the 'One rhiuſand thrte bundred 
10 NI iwenty five” chief Comitianders, that ſeenits'ex: 
ff, I cred the reſt in Glory, Hut give your 'Ordefs 6 
0, the Minor, Lights'ro make 'up all the Force, and 
0 with all your united Nutnbers inake forme Figure 
i to the Great Abraham of the -infinite Ihe that I 
c, vill blefs him-in, who from-one Son-fhall-tmul- 
IT tiply into Myriads, to beſpangle the lower Fir- 
” Toon of. my... Church. For /o Be. hy Seed 


4 


g © God 
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92. Reimaratiog,on/the LGte 
+, God-had employed himibefore, to,che;endlek 
&. af: accounting the” numbers of; the little 


F 
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Duff the, Earth, Naw.,will; be; have; him, to 
OY ate Ihe, or ars ot Heaven with the like im- 


mpoſition. ..Soms critically. obſerve that 


by the former,” God poinred out the natural Seed 
of his Bodys, whoſe napes Should be priczen in th 
Earth, and whole very. Souls wanld. cleave to the 
Bat wp thele he AfcY Sores to him,the Sprri. 

inal GE) Chien of hi ah, al the World ver 
; Whole pameq are written in Heaven, and who ſhould 
: ſhine as Stars for ever and ever.Great indeed is the 
'  Mifferenceof theſe fram, the Gther; And Holy Re- 
cords'w1:nels, that Abrabam, ofthe innamerable 
Ehildren:of his Fleſh, had but too-few of his Spirit; 

1/aiah.is fo hold to, tell, us, That by that time God 

had meaſur'd; off ;, with;the Jong Ell of. his Ju- 

Rice, almoſt the whole;Piece to DeſtryQion, for 
thetfuhappy Apoſtaſte from the Holy Practices 

WV of thezr- Great ' Father; byt. a. ſhort Remuant was 
F- (efe mbar following his ſteps, arrived at laſt in the 
| Wenly Concer with him. 


From the lovely face of that: Heaven, enamell'd 
with {p many ſhining; Stars ,, which-. Abrahan's 
Eyes beheld \in_ the; cleareſt night.;.. Turn. now 
thine pwn;+Reader, and gaze on angtber. enriched 
withkights, ſurmounting far. all thoſe,, and of-a 

OLE more #er»al duration than, they,-.iNuſtrating the 
-, . Great: Abraham's name. 'Tis:his ſplendent Farrh, 
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18) Prize promiſerat ſemen. taniuqm pulverem terr#, bic fic 
Fells cxli, illud- potuit filios Naturiles, hoc. Spirituates figniff 
ab care, Ainſworth. 2 
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attended” on'by all her Train of Graces, expa- -- 
tiating all the Rooms. of his Soul, by araviſhing 
Dilatation, to receive in-all the Joys of this ſo- 
vaſt a Bleſſing, and giving it the moſt welcome | 
i WMErntertainment that her little Powers..are able 

4 Win this narrow condition ſhe # in. Twas mighty .. 
bv Wracs thac brought him out. of his Country; but 
what is this that paſſeth "him out of himſelf, 
leaving all: his Reaſon and Senſes behind” him, . 


7, {combating againft all the Impoſlibilities of Na.» 
d we, when there was not the leaſt ground. to fix” 
* the Foot: of Belief on, but what was ready to ” 

e 


ink under -himz. All hopes as tottering as his” 
reeling Body, and as dead as his Sarah's Womb 
Jet. now to hope againſt all Hope, andyout: of Death 
it ſelf to believe: out L3fe, and that with a Con- 
rare ias reſolute. and immoyable, as admits nor 
he-leaſt Alay of Fear or Doubt; but to give 
lory to God, by reſigning himſelf yp by a per- 
Wet dependance on the Infallibitiry of the: Pro- 
nife, and full aſſurance. of the Faithfuineſs ard 
Power of him that made it , without che leaſt 
Aggering thought : This 1s ſuch. a Faith in the 
erfeEtion and Flower of it, that doth render 
im ſo-exceeding acceptable in the Eyes of God', 
hat he ſhall be henceforbh confirmed in a pers 
Immunity from all the dangers of Sin and 
Wreath, which ſhall-never prevail eternally againſt. 
411%, im,..and ſhall qualifie hid ſo compleatly for all. 
be Honours of Divine Friendſiyp,. that he ſhall 
& taken into the Boſom, and : 39 ever acknow- 
 Wilzed as. the Faithful Friend of. God. As he. 


Fes. Math juſbified his Faith by ſo noble Fruit as this, 
: 0 will God F=ſtific it too, by ſerting bu Seal ta 
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Him the Subject of it, and ſtamping on hin) the 
gious and moſt ſincere Beltever ; Abraham be- 


Righteouſneſs. 2. 

-: Come hither, ' thou that art called a Chriſtian, 
{ce the Cr:rerion-of thy fature Eſtate; Thou ſay'ſt 
thou believeſt, thou doeſt well, do not the Dewi 
alſo Believe and Tremble ? Bit haſt thou Abrahan's 
Tuſtifying Faith ? Take a' Survey of the Weak- 
neſs of thine,- and. the Vanity of, thy, Hopes for 
Heaven. Abraham travelled out of all, and chear- 
folly gave up himſelf to be led by the Abſolute 
Wul of his-Gad, when thou lodgeſt ſtill in the 
dark Entry -of Nature, and laugheſt- at all the 
Invitations. of his Grace: Thou mockeſt the 
Meſlengers'of God thar are fent to-cal] thee, and 
ſticking ſtill [jjn the Creature and- Self, diſputeſt 
his- Authority to rule thee. Abraham feaſted 
himſelf. in the [Joys of an Inviſible Saviour, and 
made many a Sweet Banquet.upon the Promiſe, 
while thou- art guzling on the draughts of Luft, 
and . greedily. ſucking in- the deadly Potions of 
Sin; little ' remembring - there is Death 1n the 
Pat,. that Poyſons thy Soul and Hopes together. 


ſhould make up a Church unto God, while they 
are:all the. Objects of thy Malicious Hate, whi 
bear the. leaſt. ſhadow of his: Image' vpon them. 
He bore up a- Spirit againſt all the Temptations 
of Life; and' under. all the - Enticements of 3 


te, whel 


' the Truth-and Excellency 'of -it,” and: Juſtifying' 
Mark and Honourable Chara@er of atruly Reli- ' 


lieved in the Lord, and it was counted t0 him for- 


He rejoyced in the Children of his Faith, whici 


i \ Great and Rich Eſtate, ever devoting the Crean 
bs and Elzxir of his Thoughts and: Heart unto God," 
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when thou lockeſt up thy Soul 'in'a narrow 
Ware-houſe, and drowneſt all thy Hopes in a 
eli. © ſhallow Stream. He dreaded not the formidable ' 
be. Wl Powers of the World, that had captiv'd a Mem- 
for ber'of the Church, whilſt thon (with Sazl), art 
| breathing out Menaces and Slaughter, and ſhoot- 
ian, II ing all thy Darts into the Heart of- Chriſt : He 
yy I 2d firength to wreſtle with God himſelf, "and 
would "not be” beaten back without a Blefling, 
ans when thy Spirit finketh with the very thoughts ' 
ak. WW of that Power, whom' thy wicked Life hath 
: for | made thine Enemy ; He comes back: laden with 
ear- I be Riches of a.Promiſe, ' which ſhould meke 
Jote © Pimſelf and-all his true Children Happy, when 
\ the I *Þy poor Heart is courting other Delights, and 
| the | 15 perfect Stranger to the Pleaſures of a Savieur. 
the | Go Chriſtian, ger a better Fa#h, that may Juſtihe 
thy Perſon before God, lince be ſure fuch' works 
ateſt s theſe "can never Jultifie thy Fairh before 
en. | 
aſted Abraham thus aſſured of an infinite *Poſterity, 
grows now ſollicitous and thoughtfal for them, 
Lufl, -he.diſcovers the nature'of thoſe cares'that Afﬀict + 
the Boſoms of every Godly Parent. © He is fear- 

1 the} {ul that his Children may deviate fromthe ſteps 
of his own Uniform Obedience and'Righteouſnels, 
nor wear the ſame Livery of Grace that adorned 
his Loyal Spirit, and  Halowed all his Actions. 
ts firlt Care'is to enjoy. a Progeny, and his next, + 
What they'might enjoy God and be Good: ' How 
ation {rely dothithis Holy Anxiety oppreivthe' Minds 
of 97 Men How would | Abraham have ſwooned 
Creanben; to have ſeri ſome of his Impious Children 
God, {arrificing #hehr-Sons and Daughters vhto Devils. 
whe 5 "WI The 
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\ The Arvels themſelves were created ſubject to 
a poſlible Foy, and Multitudes of them fell by 
a dreadfal -Apoſtacyz, He had reaſon to fear 
- that his Children, who were but 'Duſt, might, be 
Jools roo, and forgetful of the Rock of heir Sal. 
ation ,, who might therefore /el/ them, into the 
; bands of their Enemies, who would ſurely de. 
priye. them of their Fruittul Canaan: Nor. was 
' this fear the leaſt Flaw jn the Jewel of his Faith, 
but rather an. Holy Ray that darted ' from it. 
It "abates not at all of the Perfettious of God, that 
be 'is Fealons, The Church -is his Spouſe, he is 
Married to her , and would have her Holy as 
Himſelf. If Abraham tothe Promiſe of a Seed, 
and an Inheritance for them, might have another 
to ſecure them in it, by a Faith and Spirit like 
- his own, which would-entitle them to Divine 
Favour'and ProteCtion,  furely this would Ter- 
minate his Neſires, and compleat up.all his Happi- 
neſs. | 
Avraham is content to go Iſſueleſs Nil; rather 
than be ithe miſerable Parent of Rebels againſt 
. Heaven. --The Arrows that are ſhot by wicked Chil: 
dren againſt the Honour of God, pierce by the way 
throuoþ the. bearts of their wounded fathcrs , and 
make them bleed, God is ſo well pleaſed with 
the Workings of Abraham's thoughts, and took 
it fo: kindly from him, - that he .had honoured 
bim by ſp abſolute Reſignation..of his Fairh, on 
the bare ward of his Promiſe, That-from hence 
forth” he: ſhall have little canſe: to- queſtion the 
Perfarmance of all:-his. future Engagements,” for 
pow he reſolves to.confrm thene all: by. ſtronger 
Rars thay ghoſe-thart:/Heaven ang Earth are wa 
"20 MPT Tone 
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roned with. ': He is content to'enter int6'a- Sacred? 
Covenant with bim, that ſhall-oblige tis'Holineſs:* 
Honourizand Truth jrfuch! irrefroghbles7" es, - 
that Abraham's Heirs: may" Suethinvat Vherre pl 
ſire vpou the . Violation, of them; laje-Nialf Navi! 
liberty to'plead the: Breach of Articles aphitdit' hint 
jo. the -Coort-of Hononr!,  ſhoald*he faib iwany: 
point--of 'Performance.::: 'Nor': were: ;they” backs" 
ward (as:Yarablu tells as): for notwithſtanding! 
themſelves were ſo careleſs” in keeping the Cbiun-" 
rer-condirioni , that" obliged! 'them3'to" Obedience: 
and'Duty 3: And by their continual Vielations,hs ad! 
evacuated! the whole!/Covenant,  atid” wrefiched=6ff 
all- the' Seals.,.) yet would: they be) '\6-lmipudeit;* 
to-reproach him with'a: Failure on his. Part, and- 
frequettly twit: him! with'-it, -iwhen- their. Treas: 
chertes-had at any: time provoked him to bring 10 
an Enemy: upon them, or put» themnto-Baniſh-/ 
ment. and Sufferings:" Recordare faderis inter ſeg- 
mens: inici; Remember the League made with 
Abraham 'our Father,” when the Heifewi War cut in' 
twain; -\and:rbou paſſenſt @brough' the: parts” 'theveof. 
There was a 'Cuſtom':(as elſewhere; ſoY-in Chat 
des: (:'xwthereof therefore wdbrabam* could fiot be 
1gnorant;): That for:confirming Covenants, theſe” 
Ceremonies paſſed "amongſt them" A; Beaft was 
killed-and :divide&'inro» rwo equal Parts; which*® _ 
Parts 'were-bronght& forth and laid at' ſome di- 
lance; over againſt"-each" other ?,- the: Featrates 
paſſing\/berween them,” and ſolemnly iniprecating' 
on themſelves the ſame Death and Ruine,” (fo ro* 
he kitledand Eur in: !pieces-as the” BeaſtY if they-- 
ſhonld' firſt break the Covenant -and Agreement 
— ee them. : The"equal Diviſion of the- :: 
: 4 ' Beaſt - 
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Beaſt-feeming to repreſent: the Soo Wit in 
both, Parties;  and»their +mutual ſatisfaCtion in 

; Conditions: of the;Leagye.: In Conformity 
tt is:Guſtom;:i Abrahams ordered to get'iready 

(1:4% 'and with: that, :a'Goat and a Ram, all 
of threg fears Ages \ and. to\theſe a Turtle Dove 
and:2-y9uhg-Figeong to prepare and place them 
in;order,:iagain{t ſuch time: as the Lord would 
pleaſa.th{rcome: down to. paſs: thorough:"them. 
In. thatthe Beaſts :were-multiplied, it ftgnified a 
{orer/|Ratifcatios:of :th& Govenant; The:Condi- 
tons on: @ads'partr were, :iThat che wonld ſurely 
give; ,U0tedbrichem for. his: Poſterity' the whole 
Kingdoms 106i Garner for. a: Pofiefſion- \. Abraham 

mon for his. Childreny [That theyothere- 
fore ſhould;keep the Lawsof the Lord; and walk 


is:ways; as bimſeltyould:give them Example. 


Gy $: Paſling-thorongh. the divided;parts'in the 
Appearance. of Fire-and. Smoak;,. and: Abrabam's 


k gy dot ac the-mid& of: hem, confirmed | 


the..Cqvenant;,.- and i finiſhed--rhe: Tranſadtion. 
Now. muſt«t 5k  be-unto' Abraham an infallible 
Aſſurancez- God: could/not deny: Himſelf; mor his 
Covenant;,';;;He. may ceaſe diſputing-1for) the 
future,, How: ſhall I know; that-I ſhall :inhevit-it ? 
There: are. Authors :that::make'Crzical Qbſerva- 
tions;;: fixſt,on' the, Age af the» Beaſts | hi which 
vere Alltobe: three, ,yeats:Old;! and ſignified that 
this Coyenaht related only-to: 'thie Caryal:Poſte- 
rity. of flbraham { far: there; follows another for 


his peri wal Which was txndire for evermore) 


' who ſhould enjoyiCaraap during Three: Remark- 


able. ;Terminations- of :time:; :The firſt 'from 


: re Men: Himſelf to yer 5 The ſecond; from 
rl k 3 oh 
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Moſes 'to David The ' third, - from" David" to 
Chriſt; when by their bitter Uſage and 'Craelry 
towards Him', the whole Arricles were torn'to' 
pieces, "and themſelves ſent packing out of their 
good/Land, having-/no-longer a Promiſe of it. 

The Miracle of: Gods Condeſcention in binding 
Himſelf up to his'Creatures, is 'a Subje& for 
Angels to: pry into, aid for Saints to praiſe him 
for ever :: Yet is not this' all that Abraham! ſhall 
be-gratified in, -there'is ſtill a farther/ Honour 
God* will confer on his Favourite: ' He ſhall be 
admitted into his own' Privy-Comncil of Heaven, 
and' the Arcana [mperti, the Myſteries of State 
that are lock'd-vp inthe ſecret':Cabinet of his 
Boſom, ſhall be diſcloſed to him.- 'He'ſhall here 
have a perfe&tProſpett- into all the: Occurrences 


of his Family for many hundrediyears after, which 


firſt he ſhall. diſcover in a Type, and then'in clearer : 
words! (0012 Fe Bed +3; $0690 Mo 

\ Firſt, The Zeaſfts andthe Birds do moregene- 
rally ſhew him the different Natures of his Chil- 
dren; ſome dearing' brutiſh AﬀeRions, creeping- 
upon-[the Face: of the Earth as Beaſts ; 'others 


-Soariap in'd-more Spiritual Element, "All-their aims - 
Wap 1 P 2 | 


aſpiring after Heaven” Again/more-particularly, 
The very'Heifer, a Laborious Slave ſubjetted to 
the Collar; ſhall Propheſie to him' the 'Servitnde 
of his Children under the Egypriar Yoke; the very 
Age of her ſhall ſhew him the term of that Slavery 
for Three Generations together.But'then the oy 


#'Solirary Bird, that delights in theDeſart; ſha 


ſhew him alſo their Removal thence;and-wandring 
In” the': Wilderneſs for Forty years.” And _ the 
Ptageon, a Fowl that loyes to be' How'd, ſhall 
POL LTH lea 
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merrily paſs "their years: away ,*- they laugh at 
Fear, not a Melancholly Thoughtdares n 4.50 
their: Hearts 3 ' They 'Corre&: the Inſolency of 
thoſe: Groundleſs  Dreads: that ſuggeſt-but-the 
leaft Jealouſre of any future:Danger.' Every day 
San Holiday with them; , They keep a perpetual 
Carmoal, and diſtill- all the Luxurious ſues of 
their -Country / into Sprries, which ſerve them to 
exhilerate their Om»: into: Mirth and Jollity ; 
They - Sacrifice to their. 7dols in'profuſe Libation:, 
and pay then the liberal Tributes of their grate- 
ful afﬀettions under all the' Peace and Profpe- 
rity-they enjoy. [While now the Fatal Sentence 
had' paſſed out, from: Heaven: againſt them, and 
'the Hand-writins of Rnine ſtuck onthe Walls of 
every Houſe ih 'Canaan, and' there ſhall reſt till 
they -undermine themſelves, i and an heavy. hand 
of Judgment gives Fire to thoſe Trains / which 
ſhall ſorprizingly blow themcapfor ever. Take 
heed; Reader,” 'the-caſe be” not" thine own :Sin 
is' an* Engineer in .the 'Dark,, that is ever-con- 
triving 'the --means "of out utter ' Deſslation. 
'Fhere'is a"Fazx in thine own Boſom, with a 
Match ready lighted to do Execution, while thou 
dreameſt not .in'the leaſt of a Danger upon thee, 
and art all 'the: while heaping\ ap Wrath againſt 
the"day-of Wrath ,-.and Piling up thoſe Faggor/ 
with'thine own” Hands, which” Thall' ſhortly--be 
enkindled to (burn thee out: of: all thine Earth]ly 
Comforts, and ſend thee yet into hotter Flames 
than'theſe. - And: whilſt thou 'lyeſt -in the Lap 
of "theſe *Dalilah's;;'' God knows: how ſoon the 
Philiftines may be'upon thee 3-And- what knowelt 
thou , - but the'-Decree' may be/ gone forth againſt 
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thee alzeady, and thou haſt nothing that ſecures 

thy Stay but the pure Parzenre of that God 
whom daily thou ,abuſeſt,” that 'doth yet. wait, 
and Reprieves thee from the Writ of Execution.. 
'Tis well known that. Thoſe 'in the. Wildernefs, 
in ' the midſt of- their- ſecurity had | an ' Ozrb 
clapt upon them becauſe of their" Provocations, 
which they could never get off 'tilt their. Car- 
kaſes fell ; they were ſo fettered by it that: it 


. was impoſlible for ' them to get into Canaan - 


And yet had they a few ſan-ſhine Summers grant- 
ed them, (as theſe condemned Amorites,) they 
ran $bout a while with God's Carfſe upon them, 
as the manacled Priſagers of his Wrath. ' To. 
ſmall ends of true *'Comfort and Safety is it 
to be thrown upon a Conch of Eaſe and Plea- 


ſare, ( wrapt in. ſoft and filken, Wreaths of 


Security and Peace ) and there to ſlumber 'rill” 
Death'/and Judgment- dragg thee thence, and'. 
tumble” thee' down into ' a Bed of Flames for 
evers®: wn: No anben | 
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Abraham by Sarah's Per/waſions goeth in un- 
-tosHagar, ſbe conceiveth and grows prond ; 
»being afflitted of her Miſtreſs ſbe fleeth in- 
to the Wilderneſs, where an Angel meets 
' ber "and turns her ack. The Birth of 
'. Iſhmael, . | 
V Hile: Abraham walks-on {( in Confidence 
Y of this Covenant) with full Vigour and 
Strength of 'Soul; Sarah's Hopes decline with 
her Years, and comes 4mping after him with 
a, weary. foot « The Promiſe of a Seed had been 
made to her Lord, but-it was not yet revealed 
by what Yerter he ſhould. enjoy it, moſt. proba- 


- bly. from any other'than her own Barren one : 


And rather than this Tree of Righteouſneſs ſhould 
want. Branches and Fruit, ſhe is content that he 
Jnoculate on a Crab-ſtock : ( No wonder-then the 
Production prove but wild and ſowre, participa- 
ting more of the Juice of the degenerous Root 


than the ſweeter Narure- of the'trne Plant;) 


but rather than- to be no 4forher, ſhe-4is ſatis- 
fied with being one at ſecond: Hand, and is will- 
ing to rock her: Maids 'Cradle; and doubtleſs 
ſhe had great Kindneſs for Hager, who was moſt 
happy in ſuch a Miſtreſs, that would gratifie 
her faithful -Service- with that unuſual *Cro4/iry 


of ſending her Husband to' Bed to her. This 1s . 


not the ordinary manner of Womens Kindneſs, 
| . who 


mms KF og Yyqg eh owS owns dads am own 
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who will part with-every thing ſooner than;the 
Monopoly: of their Husbands Love.: But Sarah's 
| Caſe hegan. to be. deſperate, who-notwithſtand- 
inff the repeated! Promiſes of .ChHdren- made-tq. 
her Abraham, was: yet never the leſs Barren 
than. before ; and..it being- never ; yet ſaid} that 
the Heir ſhould be born of -her Body, ſhe knew 
not but that. God himſelf might inſpire her:tg 
make the Aſorion, and fpeak the.gaod- Word-ta 
her Lord for Hagar; therefore ſhe contrives. to 
lend away -a piece. of his Heart to her aid; 
and to admit her as the ſecondary | Cbjeft of his 
AﬀeCtions, and ſhould not much repent it, af 
ſhe. ſtill contain her ſelf: within her Limits; and 
pay-her the dutiful Reſpect owing to ſo kind a 
Mifireſs. ihr "ak yy int 

-?Tis diſputed whether Abraham . or Sarah, ei- 
ther or neither -of them, ſinn'd zgairſt God .in 
' this Action: For Him 'tis argued, that he: did 
it. not-from any: Motion of Luſt, who notwith- 
itanding” his Wives. /Barrenneſs, had never' been 
tempted to wander-in his Afedtions. from her, 
but humbly waited upon. God to. effeft his Pro- 
miſes:by thoſe:means which himſelf had decreed. 
to produce: them,' and had never-.upbraided.. his 
deareſt Wife of ber 'Steribry,- the.only Impedi- 
ment--to -his-Happinels. in a Son.: Nor -was it 
contrary to the-Cuſtom of Narions, and-that as 
yet there was no. Law expreſfled' againſt Polyga- 
my:/\ Nor . was: he himſelf firſt /1n- the: Motion, 
but was led -to- it;by the Deſire, . Approbation, 
and-Conſent of his Sarah. But-above al!, fince- 
God had-told-him-thar all the Narzons of the Earth 
ſould be bleſſed in his. ſeed, he might poſſibly in- 
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curr- the + Auth of God's 'diſpleaſure,] if by any, 


defanir of this \vwn he ſhould hinder the: v4 
riow-of the World; The Promiſe being: only-to 
himſelf: and not: nnto Sarab,'of having ſuch: Iſſue 
s"migtic render it” happy he had now->waited 
alreally Ter Years for. the Accompliſhment of 
that Promiſe;/and might poſſibly think  bymſelf 
obliged from the: Tradition ſo common, $i Mu- 
lier | non t intra decem ' Annos, tenerur-. -Ejus 
AMaritus 
If the Woman 'bear:'no Child within ten Years, 
her Husband ' may take a ſecond Wife'-to the 
firſt. Theſe are the Arguments commonty: uſed 
for Abraham. 
| _- For Sarah is pleaded; That the. bore the In- 
felicity of her Barrenieſs with an humble _reſig- 
nation, and not with'that Impatiency as -after- 


wards did Rachel ber Grand-dayghter { And that 


the thought ber ſelf naworthy fo great an. Ho- 
nour'as to 'be the Mother of 'the- blefed Seed, 
and did not ill at all'in' confulting- the Means by 


which' ſo - great a Bleffing' might be iderived:to 


Mankind ;' ſhe attempered- her ſelf+to- the'! Di- 
vine Wil, "and: will not 'envy*that-glory to her 
 Hand:maid. 'She'took it heavily-that ſo great 
a Perſon as Abraban ſhould tbe deprived of the 
Bleſſing of Children, and thatſher Ow Incapa- 
city ſhoald make ' void the Promiſes” of God, 
See my Lord Abraham, God-hath reſtrained un- 
worthy-me from Bearing, 'thoa'vainly expeteſt 
Childres from me; and- 1- plajnly-perceiye that 
God' intends me not che Honour of making thee 
a joyful' Father, if he did; -hehath the Key of 
the "Wow, and | wight eaſily heal my: Barrenneſs: 
buy 


primam; ſecundan \dugere Oxorem,'— ' 
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- but ſince ?cis not his good pleaſure, I humbly 
 Cabmit- my ſelf and chearfully give way to ano- 
ther ; It matters not mach whether 1 bear or 
no, but it concerns all the World that thou 
haſt that ſeed which muſt make it haypy :. The 


: Child of my 424aid will be 14:ne by Law, and 
I ſhall embrace and Aaopr it as my own. In 
; this Glaſs we may vilibly perceive her Reve- 
; yerence and Love to her Husband, and beyond 


that, her Pious Care for all the World; and is . 
blameable in nothing -but what is common to all 
her Sex, a .lfttle Impatience and over-running 
the Decree of God, who is wiſe enough to ul 
our callow Precipitancies, and Ripen them all to 
flye to his Glory. And it may. be a greater than 
6 Abraham or Sarah 'was here in the Council; for 
we may well know how ſerviceable Hagar proves 


» _ mY wW 


t to the whole Church of God, in lending nor 
A only an Hand to dreſs up an Allegory, but her 
F Shoulder too, to juſtle out the Old Covenant, 
y _ was ſo unwilling to give: way 'to the 
o. em. | | 

ji The: Hebrews (*) to keep up the Honour of 
” Avraham, and that he degraded not_ himſelf by 
t FF} cntring into. the Chamber of Hagar, will needs + 
& | have us to believe that 'ſhz was of Royal Ex- 
x | tration, and Daughter to the King of Egypr ; 
1, they wiil not own him co have centred into a 
\- © meaner Bed than that 'of a Princeſs ; but while ' 
|: W they ſeek to keep up the Reputation ' of their 
it Wl Father, they fee not how foully they betray the 
il manners of their Mocher, who after: her Con- 


_ —— —_— 


(*) Hans fuiſſe Pharaonis filiam dicuns, Hebrai; Lyra« 
| ceptionl 
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108 Remaragneson the Life- 

ception treated the Daughter of a King ſo hard. 

ly. Be her Birch what it will, *twas Honour 

enough to Hagar to be ſecond in Abrahams Aﬀe- 

_ tions, and for his ſake to. wear the Dignity in 
Holy : Records of being the Grand-mother of 
twelve. Princes. . | 
; Hagar's Spirits ſwell with her Belly, ſhenouriſhes 
the Eibryo and a Tympany together : The height of 
her Pride-plainly demonſtrates the lownef of her 
Birth. Right Noble Blood ſweetly ſtreams in the 

| happy Channel of its ownrich Yeizs,when the baſer 

. Gore, like Fordar, breaks all bounds, and, over- 

weth all its Banks : | F here are no Reins can bridle 
up . the Infolency. of a proud V/aurper. He that 
manages well enough the little Pinnace of afmaller 
Fortune, grows giddy when riding with a Top- 
Gallant.  dagar humble: endugh in the Cloſer, 
grows Arrogant under her Preferment to the P 

Bed of Sarah. Behold, ſhe which dragged two -Þ _: 

* Kings. at the Charior Wheels of ' her Beauty, is w 

| here deſpiſed 1h the Eyes, of her own Maza. i 

The Concubine of Abraham inſults over his | * 


Lady, Ptetenders to Religion, who force a 

Kiſs from. Zeſws, ( with Fugas ) Sell his Perſon, WG 
: and break the Peace of his -Family, when thoſe if 7 
that of along time: have lain in his Boſom || ** 
( with John; {eek above every thing to pre- we 
ſerve it: [Lhe young Jilts of an Uplſtart Pro- wy 


 fejſion, have frequently rent the Chorch into N - 
thoſe gaping Schi/ms which an whole Council I 2 
of FathersS have hardly: been able to cloſe up. 
This - Vnder-ſucker from- the firſt diſcovery of U ___ 

her b44ding-out, waxes molt inſufferably haugh- 

ty in-that/ap which-ſhe had thiey'd from the 


To 


of the Great: Abraham. L 109 | | 


Top brazch.” 'Tis ſhe that muſt make her Lord 


happy in that Fruit, which” his. Sarah had” never 
the Honour to bear him ; (*) as if God himſelf 
had given her 2 Bill of Divorce from that Dig- 
nity. and Abraham's Bed together, 'to make ſole 
room for her ſelf, the Elf Mother'of the (great 
Heir that was to come : She, feems a Type of 
Diatrephes, who would ſtove out theibeloved Dif: 
ciple,- to get the Preheminence info his own 
hands over all the Houſhold of God. ' Ambition 
is 2 dangerous Peſtilence in the” ſacred Bvilding, 
and eats tlirough the very Rafters of it: * This 
Bond-woman grows ſo intolerably high, that com- 
mon Prudence neceſſitates her hambling : Sara# 
is reſolved to' cus her Comb, and break the Egg 
of this Cockatrice ere-It be hatched into' a Ser , 
pent ; if ſhe hiſs already, ſhe may chance to 
bire hereafter. How doth God frequently blaſt 
thoſe Councils that derive' nof' dire@ion from 
the SanfFuary! Now is the goodly ' fringe of Sa- 
rah's Project. 1 fallen upon (her own Head, and* 
ready to break it, while ſhe vainly" coftrived 
to: build the Houſe of Ababa with this un 
rempered Mortay : SO infallibly will they: be de-" 
ceived who' think to preferr the®Hug dine Hn: 
mours of Natwe into a Conjundtion with Dis 
vine Grace, and put them to Bed tovether in. 
hopes of an' eternal 1ſue : whete” inffead of 
Generating an Heir -to' Abraham, they” fall" "ro 
ſcratching each es ok Facing appears bur 


; (*) Prſpenis cam. tonguam 4 divine Proniſſo, repuliciem, 
yrae * F bg 
h 2 # 


a 


a mad- Iſhmael, that flyes in the Face of every 
one, without any Favour to its own Benefattor., 
Gold:and Dirt make an ill Mixture, and but 
daubs. the Fingers of him that endeavours: to 


temper. them together.” In ſhort, Sarah per- 


ceives her Folly, and too late repents her pre- 
cipitant Counſels , who by calling up her Maid 
to ſtand. Cheek by Fole with her ſelf, ſoon dif- 
covered 'the. danger of being overtopp'd 1n her 
own' Houſe, ſhould ſhe thus go on to raiſe her 


Heels: ſo high, and perk up ſo lottily as ſhe be- 


gan: She reſolves therefore to put in her Bil 
of Complairt, though ſhe knew not - the Iſſue 
of her . Suit, ſince ( ſhe fears ) the Fudye him- 
ſelf is a Party againſt her, and too openly fa- 
yours her Adverſary - Yea, ſhe-is.-bold in her 
Declaration ro Accuſe him downright of an un- 
juſt Compliynce, and (ſhould that fail) ſhe donbts 
not to prove him, guilty 'of too great a Conni- 
vance at the Inſolencies of his Amon : And was 
really Jealous that her. New Sheets: had - feloni- 
ouſly drawn away all his old Afﬀections from 
her ſelf. But ſhould ſhe find him no kind Char- 
cellour, ſhe reſolves to Appeal unto God Him- 
ſelf, who wonld ſurely look into the Aferirs of 
her Cauſe, and paſs a moſt equitable Sentence 
{or her. ” 2 

© Abraham the ſole Arbiter of this Difference 
(mindful. of his Sarabs Fidelity to him under all 
'the: Temptations of Pharaoh's Court) cannot 
now. juſtifiably warp from his Integrity to her 
for the ſake of: any Egyprian Slave, and is wiſe 
enough to allay the heat of Sarah's fury, by 


giving her ſatisfaftory Evidence of the coldneſs 
| of fl - 
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_ *of the Gzeat Abraham. 


"of his Love'to "Hagar, which he could manifeſt 
' 4n nothing more clearly to her, than by calling 


her up to the Bench, and leaving her there to 
aſs her own Decree. Behold thy Maid is in thy 
hand, do ro her as it ane thee ; Very Prudent 
and Admirable Fuſtice, ſince (who 1s ignorant) 
that from the little Sparks gf Contention, in- 
kindled by Ambitton and Jealoufie, on the Spirir 


/ of Women, have too often iſſlued- thoſe ' Fires 


which have burned to a dreadful Conflagration. 


- The' Sword in their Lips have been ſnatched 


thence into the Hands of their Husbands, and 
made blondy. work in the Church of God. 


+ Abraham yields the Concubine to be blown up, 
to prevent the running of the Flame any far- 


ther in his Family; and (for ought we can find) 
Sarah ſpares for no Powder. How happy and 
Righteous were we, if in this we cold 1Mi- 
tate our Father, and in the buſtling Broiuls he- 
tween Fleſh and Spirit, ever take part. with the 
high-born Sol, labouring under all the proud 
Tyrannes of her Inſulting baſer Enemy, deliver- 
ing her up to ſuffer the juſt penalties of her Inſo- 
lence and Folly, who muſt be dealt with, as a 
Slave, and throughly humbled, leaſt ſhe make 
the whole Houſe too bot for us here, and at laſt , 
lead us away Priſoners with her, and both pe- 
riſh together. keep under my Body, and bring 
it int ſubjettion, leaſt I my ſelf became a caſt-away. 
But tho Paw! was happy and ſucceſsful in 
the Methods of his Diſcipline over his Fleſh ; yer 
all the feverity Sarah could make uſe of, did 
little work any Change upon her Bond-woman, to 
reduce her within Bownds of her Duty.  Q the 
'h3 » Phgur- 


a mad- Iſhmael, that fiyes in the Face of every 
one, without any Favour to its own Benefaftors, 


Gold:and Dirt make an ill Mixture, and but ' 


daubs_ the Fingers of him that endeavours: to 


temper. them together.” In ſhort, Sarah per- 


ceives her Folly, and too late repents her pre- 
cipitant Counſels ; who by calling up her Maid 
to ſtand. Cheek by Fole with her ſelf, ſoon diſ- 
covered the. danger of being overtopp'd 1a her 
own' Houſe, ſhould ſhe thus go on to raiſe her 


Heels ſo high, and perk up ſo lottily as ſhe be- 


gan : She reſolves therefore to put in her Bill 
of Complairt, thongh ſhe knew ngt - the Iſſue 
of her. Suit, ſince ( ſhe fears) the Fudpe him- 
ſelf is a_ Party againſt her, and too openly fa- 
yours her Adverſary - Yea, ſhe-is.-bold in her 
Declaration to Accuſe him downright of an un- 
juſt Complivnce, and (ſhould that fail.) ſhe doubts 
not to prove him, guilty 'of too great a Conni- 
vance at the Inſolencies of his Afimon : And was 
really Jealous that her. New Sheets: had - feloni- 
ouſly drawn away all his old Aﬀections from 
her ſelf. But ſhould ſhe find him no kind Char- 
celour, ſhe reſolves to Appeal unto God Him- 
ſelf, who wonld ſurely look into the Aerirs of 
her Cauſe, and paſs a moſt equitable Sentence 
ſor her. or \ 

© Abraham the ſole Arbiter of this Difference 
(mindful. of his Serabs Fidelity to him under al 
'the: Temptations of Pharaoh's Court) cannot 
now. juſtifiably warp from his Integrity to her 
for the ſake of- any Epyprian Slave, and is wiſc 
enough to allay the heat of Sarah's fury, by 
giving her fſatisfaftory Evidence of the coldneſs 
| of 
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__ "of the Great Abraham. IIT 
| of his Love'to Hagar, which he could manifeſt 
' 1n nothing more clearly to her, than by calling 
t WW her up to the Bench, and. leaving her there to 
d als her own Decree. Behold thy Maid is in thy. 
- hand, do ro her as it np 93 thee ; Very Prudent 
- and Admirable Fuſtice, ſince (who 1s ignorant) 
d that from the little Sparks gf Contention, in- 
ſ- kindled by Ambition and Jealou fie, on the Spirit 
r | / of Women, have too often iſſued: thoſe ' Fires 
r which have burned to a dreadful Conflagration. 
e- = The Smord in their Lys have been ſnatched 
ul thence into the Hands of their Husbands, and 
1e made blondy. work in the Church of God. 
n- = Abraham yields the Concubine to be blown up, 
a- | to prevent the running of the Flame any far- 
er || ther in his Family; and (for ought we can find) 
n- || Sarah ſpares for no Powder. How happy and 
ts Righteous were we, if in this we _ 1Mi- 
i- | tate our Father, and in the buſtling Brolls be- 
as | tween Fleſh and Spirit, ever take part. with the 
ni-- | high-born Sol, labouring under all the proud 
2m | Tyrannies of her Inſulting baſer Enemy, deliver- 
an- {| ing her up to ſuffer the juſt penalties of her Inſo- 
m- || lence and Folly, who muſt be dealt with as a 
of | Slave, and throughly humbled, leaſt ſhe make 
ace | the whole Houſe roo hor for us here, and at laſt , 
lead us away Priſoners with her, and both pe- 
nce I rifſh topether.——1 keep under my Body, and bring 
all I # #nr0 ſubjettion, leaſt 1 my ſelf became a caſt-away. 
not But th Par! was happy and ſucceſsful in 
her | the Methods of his Diſcipline over his Fleſh; yer 
viſc I 2ll the ſeverity Sarah conld make uſe of, did 
| little work any Change upon her Bond-woman, to 
reduce her within Boxrds of her Duty. , Q the 
| "hs » '*Ptague 37a 


Plague of an untameable Spiric, that baffles all 


© the Arts of beth Heaven and: Earth to humble ' 


1t ! NeitherFrowns nor Smiles, neither Srroaks nor 
Stroakings, neither Judgments nor ercies make 
the . leaſt inipreſſion upon this impenetrable 
Rock, to melt into one drop of Reluttancy, till 
Blood flowing from the holy veins of a God. 
Man fall upon it,” and diſſolve the Adamant all 
into Water, . > | y 

' Hagar will Break, ſooner than Bow, and choo- 
ſes rather to flye from, than bend to her Miſtreſs, 
\ The reſalves to lye in none rather than a Truckle- 
Bed: $0 grievous 1s it for NNarure, to fall in 
the price of it ſelf, that ic preferrs Annihilation 
when it cannot attain the Ends of its Ambition. 
Achirophels great Spirit hates to ſuryive the func- 
xalls of his Repmration, and ſuffers rather an Hal- 
ter. than diſhonour : while Grace ſhrowds its 
- own Worth, and bluſhingly veyls its meritorious 
Vertues. © Moſes his Mak, is ſtill worn by 
thoſe excellent Souls 'that are ever on the 
HMount,-when vain and empty Minds rage and 
grow angry with the World for not Ado- 
ring the Shrine of their Nothinoneſs. And. whit 
is' Hagar. now. broken off from her Miftreſſe, 
- but a poor ſorry contemptible creature in the 
Wilderneſs; while I ſee her fitting by . the wa- 
ter-ſide, deſolate and comfortlefs, ruminating 
. In her Mind all the paſt Tranſaftions of her 
Life, and ' very probably now brought moſt 
fenfibly to beway] that ſtubbornneſs and ill-na- 
ture that had thus reduc'd - her to this Extre- 
mity ? She ſeems too lively a Shadow of thoſe 
_ Miſerable Souls, whom their own yrotghadnel 
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rr; 
and Divine Juſtice, hath Excommunicated' from 
theChnreh for ever, into a more faral Lake; whete' 
they have how Time enough ( if an Eternity ſut- 
fices) to commune with their own Hearts, ofall 
the unſpeakable Kindneſſes of a God towards 
them thro the whole Sertes of their Life, who all 
along courted them with the Varieties of his good 
Providence, and yet further with all the Delicacies 
of his Ordimances, allowing them the rich Privi- 
ledges. of his Houſe and Table ; under all: which, 
inſtead of an Humble and Reverend Demeanour 
in his Family, a Grateful and Aﬀectionate Senc2 
of his Goodneſs, with a lowly RefleCtion on their 
own Uuworthineſs, : they waxed Wanton and 
Proud, breaking all the Bonds of Obedience 
and Daty, fomenting Schiſms and Diviſions in 
the Church. Murmuring againſt Moſes and Aa- 
Yor, bringing all things into: fo perfe&t Confu- 
ſion, that the Earth-it ſelf diſdaining to. bear 
them any longer, opened her Jaws to provide 
them a Grave, where they have nothing elſe 
to do but bitterly to lament their . Diſtrattor 


and "Madneſs, in not timely conliderins the 


concerns of their Peace, which now (alas) are 
hid from their Eyes. Ms | 

Yer Hagar: caſe is not thus deſperate; ſhe bore 
along with her that Pleige of Heavens care and 
her Maſters pity, as well might ſerve tocheriſh in 
her ſome hope for commiſeration and relief. She 
had not ſo long lived in Abrahams houſe to gather 

no fragments of Religion, the very Rebels of the 
Family have. yet learned to howle in -their Ex- 
tremities for ſome help : 1n their affliction they will 
(eek, me early. And it may be God hal AMlured ber 
| h 4 | inte 
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into this Wilderneſs, to teach her the Leſſon of 
Humiliation, which ſhe could never take forth in 
the day of her Proſperity ; therefore is an Angel 
ſent from Heaven to ſpeak comfortably to ber. And 
her Repentance hath procured to her the Honour 
of the firſt Yi/it that ever Angel is yet noted to 
have made into the World : Or rather the Prince 
of Angels ſent himſelf, cloathed with beams of 


brightneſs, and thoſe Celeſtial Qualities which 
. make her own him to be, as indeed he was, the 


Lord Fehovah, [ ver. 13.] The poor wretch' was 
trudging home towards Egypt, with an heavy 
Body and an heavier Mind, and was now reſting 


her ſelf by a Fountain of Water (increaſed by - 


a contribution from her Eyes, which ſhe hardly 
ſtops to clear up and look on fo Illuſtrious a Com- 
forter.) Natural Tears ſhed for ſelf, need but 


Goas preſence to ſtrike the Heart, and hallow them 


into Tears for Sin, azar admires to hear her 


ſelf ſo rezdily. zamed, and in the ſame moment 
her Faults detefted ; Where « the guiltleſs Name + 


that God can ſpeak to from Heaven? It ſhe were 
Sarahs Maid, what did ſhe there ? Had. ſhe her 
Miſtreſſes paſs-porrt with her ?-When we flue from 
our Callings, we flie from God, whole 'Law-com- 
mands us to a fixed Sration, and whole Providence 
watcheth over us in it, and whoſe Correction 
reacheth us in all our wandrings from it.' We 
ſhall find Jittle reward at the Evening of Life, 
for ſitting all the day Jdle in the Markgt-place of 
the World: *Tis a ſad and unanſwerabie End 
of our Lives, t0 Eat and Drink, and riſe up to Play. 
The Epilogue of that Comedy will be ſpoken in Hell. 
' Talept(s is but One of Hagars crimes, Folly ow 
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' of the Great Abraham. x5 
after, ' and '246ſery brings tip the Rear of both. 


* 


| Cameſt thou from Abraham's Family, the hap- 


pieſt. in all the Earth, apd made only unfortunate 
by thee? Canſt thou forſake the Houſhold of Faith, 
and be ſafe ? Art thon Stealing away with the 
Fruit of thy Maſters Zoins, to give it a Birth in 
Egyptian Aire, and Robbing thine own Child of all 
the —_— that-an Heir of Abraham may hope 
to Inherit 2 And whether wilt thou go ? to thoſe 
again that ſold thee out for a Slave? Canſt thou 
expect to render thy condition any where better, 
than there from whence thou cameſt ? The ſtub- 
bornneſs of thy Heart, was the cauſe of the bit- 
terneſs of thy Life. -*Twas thine own Pride that 
jaſtly incenſed thy ſtreſs. Nor caniſt thou look 
down on thy ſwelling Womb without bluſhing ar 
thine own Ingratitude. Return therefore and pay 
her the Honour, her Merits, and thine own Duty 
requires from thee. All the World will be but 
Bulb and Brake to thee, avery barren Wilderneſs + 
to the Comforts of thy Maſters Houſe. Hagar » 

(as once that Woman of Samaria) by a diſcovery 
of her-private Concerns, diſcerning the Bleſſed 


Angel to be more than 24an, doth not -Impiouſly 


pin her own Guilt on her 24freſſes Sleeve, nor 
dares to Impeach her in the lealt; ſhew as too con- 
ſcious of her own Crimes to conceal them from 


him, that (ſhe ſaw) very well knew them al- 


ready. This Modeſty and the tacite Confeſſion of 

her own Imprudence, fits her for Mercy, and ſets 

her free from further Rebukes. 

- Bat this glorious Meſſenger had another Errand : 

He came not 'from Heaven only to return her 

back to her Iiſtref, however to Encourage her 
| ro 
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- Into the dark Cells of her Womb, and diſcover to 
her what lay concealed there. And as Abrahan 
had a Yin into all the Contingencies of his Family, 
ſo ſhall his Concabine be blefſed above Women, in 
the Knowledge of the Sex, Nature, Condition, 
and Fortunes of her yet unborn Child. The Ar 
gel is Godfather indeed, and-gives him a Name : 
A-name that ſhall live and flouriſh in the Mouths 
and Memories of a numerous and durable Poſte- 
rity, whoſe condition and manner of Life, (he 
Propheſies) ſhall be ſtrange and different from all 
the World. ' A generation of Men that ſhall de- 
light to Kove as a wild Aſs in the Wilderneſs, to 
keep a-part by themſelves in the Deſarts "of the 
Earth, Fierce, Cruel, and Warlike ; ſuch are the 
Saracens and Arabians, and ſuch is their Quality 
and kind of Life to this day. bg + 

Hagar devoutly returns the Glory of his grace 
unto God, who had beyond all Expettation re- 
garded her in Affliction by ſo glorious a Legate. 


to leave her the Light of her Eyes, which ſhe ad- 
mires was notloſ# by ſo dazling an Object ; and 
Baptizes the very, Well with ics own Water, giv- 
ing it an everlaſting Name, that ſtill bears the 
Aemoire of phe Mercy of being Able to live after 
ſhe had ſeen the Lord. | | 
_ With a glad Heart, and full reſolutions of bet- 
ter Conformity, ſhe returns back to her Lady, and 
| doultleſs very humbly ſubmits her {elf to her 
* Grace; whoreceives her in obedience to the or- 
der of Heavep, which ſeldom ſends it Members 


to che Churchafter the Convictions of Conſcience 
> upon 
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to it , he will be ſo favourable to give her a Lit 


The Beams of whoſe- Majeſty were ſo kind to her, 
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ypon them : *We are wever good in our Callings,, till 
God: meet and diretts us. Oneſimus was All Hands 
for Philemon, when God had changed his Heart. 
Grace qualifieth us for univerſal ſervice to- God and 
Men. . Abraham- ( to. whom doubleſs the tranſ- 
ation with the Azgc in the Wilderneſs, was ve- 
ry- accurately repeated by Hagar) provides like 
himſelf for the Birth of his Chi/d ; and hath 
great hopes of the Son that an Arze had already 
given Name to : Who when he came into the 
World finds a Father that had already paſled 
Eighty Six years on the Earth. 


ge” —— 


4 C7. V- 


The Covenant of Grace renewed and confiumed 
to Abraham, and the Spiritual Heirs of his - 
Faith for an Everlaſting Teſt ament\that nei> 
ther Sin nor Death ſhall ewer be able to diſ+ 

-folve. awd 


T*Was in that Chilly and Withered Age, when 
now Time had ſnowed upon him,and he was 
ready to tumble upon the dark, Mountains, and the 
Grave waited for him; and his Hopes of : Sarah's 
Body were as deſperate and cold,. as his own 
Blood and Spirits ; that the Lord made his Fifth 
Viſie and Appearance to his beloved Abraham. He 
is fo far from caſting him off in his 01d Age, or 
for ſaking himgwhen his + an faileth, ,that behold 
he cometh with ſuch Cordials in his Hand as ſhall 
brisk up and invigorate his fainty Soul, -and no 
E Is 
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bus firength as an Eagle. He ſhall-have new Eyes that 
ſhall pierce deeper intb the Myſtery of the God. 
head, and enable him to ſee more clearly. He 
ſhall have mew Feer to Walk on before his God 
more firmly ( one would have thought he had 
come already (at this, Age) to the end of his 
Courſe, but now he muſt walk on ſtill.) He ſhall 
have nem Ears, to hear Himſelf and his Lady called 
by other Names. He ſhall have mew and better 
Promiſes for his Faith and Hopes to build on more 
ſtrongly. A new Sacrament to eſtabliſh and con. 
firm. thoſe hopes more Jrfallibly': A Wife. who 
ſhall no more be called Barrez : A new Heir that 
ſhall make him the Father of Kings. A Family 
that ſhall bare a new Mark and /mpreſs. And all 
theſe in the very deſpair and evening of his Days, 
to let all the World ſee the Almighty Power of 
Him, who from the beginning hath wrought all 
things out of Nothing, and can make things to 
ftart up and be, which do not yet Appear, to 
give Life to our Hopes and Souls. 


God thinks it but a ſmall thing, that he had-? 


already confirmed to Abraham and, his Children, 
all the Kingdoms of Canaan for a Poſſeſſion by his 
Oath. And tho' he foreſaw well enough that 
there would be but” roo many of them, whoſe 
Aﬀetttions would be incorporate into thoſe fruit- 
ful Fields and Paſtors, and all their utmoſt deſires 
centred in the exuberant Productions of them, 
yet had he given ample Teſtimony of his kind- 


neſs to Abraham,..in making ſo rich and noble. 


Proviſion for the worlſt of his Familyg whoſe In- 
gratitude to himſelf, and Apoſtacy from their 
Great Fathers Faith and Principles, might per- 

| haps 
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haps'in time raiſe the Stomack of that very Land 
againſt them, which had gotten a cuſtom of Yo- 
miting out ber Inhabitants: Thoſe whom ſhe ſaw 
making ſo- ill uſe of her Bounty, as ſo ſurfeit on 
her-Dainties, 2nd abuſe them to the diſhonour of 
her great Lord ; for whom therefore having made 
Portions ſo perfeCtly connatural to themſelves, 
by that Covenant, He proceeds now to a diſco- 
very of a better [hericancethan Canaan, and per- 
feftly adequate too, to the more pure and refined. 
inclinations of thoſe better Children of Abraham, 
on whom the very Features of his brave Soul 
ſhould ſurvive and appear, and who: ſhould not 
idley boaſt in the previledge of his Blood running 
in their Yeins, when they bore not the leaſt ſha- 
dow of his Faith and Goodneſs in their . Hearts. 
For theſe expreſs Images of their Fathers Graces, 
He knows no better ' Heritage to confer u 

them, thai his own moſt Bleſſed Self. He hath 
portion enough: that hath a God: Bleſſed us 
the People whoſe God ts the Lord, N othing leſs than 
He, can be a proportionable Portion for the Spi- 
ritual Heirs of Abraham's Faith. Therefore to 
let him ſee the unexpreſlible Riches: of his Grace. . 
and the high Contrivances of his Heart, which 
was ever working into more and greater Mani- 
feſtations of his Love towards him, hepaſſes from - 
Heaven to break in pieces all the Barrs of Oppo- 


ſitionand Deſpair; not only that little one of his 


Wife's Barrenneſs, which obſtruCted all his hopes 
of an Heir, but alſo thoſe mighty ones of Sin 
and Hell, which hinder the W orld of the bleſſings 


of a Saviour. 


Now 


x20 ' Kemarques on the Life 
Now the better to iiſtrate the Glory of that 
Grace, Which he is ready to Seat to his Deareſt 
- Abraham, He will lay the Foundation of it in M'Y; 
2 more Confpicuous -and Brighter Revelation of of C 
Himſelf to him, than ever yet he had the Happi. tho 
neſs' to enjoy : * By drawing the Curtain” from ples 
the profound 4by/s of the Incomprehenſible Deir, {2% 
and flaſhing out a clearer Beam: of his Afzjcfy (MEM 
upon his Underſtanding and Mmd, in the farther [fl 
Light and Joy whereof, he ſhall henceforth walk ſelf 
all the days of his Life , as in the! Shine of a UL 
thouſand Suns, Knowledge is the foundation of Faith, #4" 
and the greater-Degrees of it, are the enlarging Def 
the Field wherein the Contemplations of the Soul 
| more unlimitedly- walk with fweeter L#berry, £02 
while Her deſires ſtretch ont themſelves by the him 


utmoſt Extenfions, after the Infinite Good they the 
diſcover : And though they deſpair to reach it hon 
here below ( for God #& Great and we know him not, yh 
fo great that we cannot know; him) yet 'tis no I © 
ſmall delight to them to enjoy #'Piſvab-/iohr of ||. ? 
that: Glorious -Caxaar.” God had already ſhewn Eye 


unto Abraham, what he would' be unto him under W 
Metapborical Expreſſions of Shield and Reward. 
Bat he knows not yet diftinftly enough, what he Lo 
is:in Zimſelf, and: he ftionld be infinitely happier | 
in-a more: fatisfaQory difcovery of his Nature , 
ſuch as-might brizhren his Fadgment and Appre- 
henſtons. . The greateſt part of the Worlds Re- Tal 
ligion is Samaritan, Men worſhip they krow not what ; © 
but Abraham ſhall know Him he worſhips, and 
thall be guided by the: light of ſuch an Arrribure, - 
that ſhall open his Imellefuals into the Sence of ©” 
the Divie Nature, and ſuch a One roo, as ſhall 

- be 
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he moſt naturally-effeftual to work up his other . 
Fuculties into a chearful and unreſerved Reſigna- 
tion of his whole Perſon-and Aftions to the Will 
of God 3 when he ſhall find that he' hath all 
thoſe Infinite Perfeftions - in him , which com- 
pleat and fill up the Bleſſedneſs of a God, without: 
zoing out of 'Hmſelf to fetch in any Contribu- 
tions to make him more Happy than he is already. 
If therefore ſuch a God would make over Him- 
ſelf to him, and give him an Intereft in that At- 
ficiency which he himſelf both is and hath, 
Abraham ſhonld have little cauſe to complain of 
Defe&s in the Perfection of: his Felicity, fince he 
hath every thing +( according to his Capacity ) 
whatſoever an A/-ſuffticnr God hath, to make 
himſelf perfettly Happy : Let him ſtretch out 
the Appetites ot his Sonl to the remoteſt-expan- 
fions of Eternity , even thither will , this God 
ow him, to Supply and Perfc& np all his de- 
res. - | 
of | This is the delicious Proſpect that his Spiritual 
Eyes. fhall be Irradiated to gaze on; far tran- 
ſcending all the outward Obje&#s of a Franfitory 
1 World, or the Canaar in it that formerly. he 
had commanded him to Yew. Fhis is that 
Luſcious Banquet he prepares for Abraham's Faith 
and Aﬀections to Feaſt on. And methinks, Rea- 
der, thon haſt no reaſon to complain. of Scarcity, 
when thou art placed after - him- at the- ſame 
'. Table, with an*Addition of many more Viands 
3 YI vhich his Great Son hath brought from Heaven 
| With him. The ſtanding Diſb that every Son of 
# Abraham is commanded to break his Faſt on, is 
God  Hizſelf, And he is enough without any 

: other 
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other Salads from Canaan. ' Yet hath he ſtrange; 
ly. Improved himſelf. under the Goſpel, - where 
he hath dreſſed and (et. out himfelf- with all the 
pleaſing advantages to our Palats imaginable, 
And when all -this is-doze, how few are there 
found,” that reliſh any Sweetneſs in him. Our 
hy a Stomacks, with thoſe nice Children 
of Abraham, Will none of him. Our Sick Souls 
Loath this precious Mamma. But art thou ir 
Health, Reader, that thy Soul taſts not. a God? 
Does Onions and Garlick,, Wind and Vanity pleaſe 
thee better; Go take thy Repaſt with Ppbrain, 


and\ ſee. whether thou. beeſt not Fipd at the 


laſt. *Tis himſelf indeed that muſt grove us eye! 
ro behold his own Beauties and holy $ * fo reliſh 
his own Sweetntſs. | 
Do but obſerve with what Extaſie of Paſſion 
- the great Abraham's Soul was ſeized at the firſt 
Breaking out of ſo tranſcendent a Mercy: He 
Bows himſelf to the Earth with the ſame Pro- 
ſtration, as a poor Jraigent would do that had 
Scepters and Kingdoms Sealed upto him by 4 Royal 
Hand and Bounty. The former Largeſſes of 
Canaan coſt him but a few humble Cringes, but 
here he Sinks down flat under the weight of this 
exceſlive. Glory, the having a God ſecyred to 
him by Covenant. He lies Aſtoniſhed on the 
Ground before him, ſtruck down in Amazement 
at the thought of ſo! vaſt: a Condeſcention of a 
God making over Himſelf, with all the Glories 
of Heaven and Earth; «tos a contemptible Worn 
extrated no higher than the poor .Duſt he lay 
on. When the frequent Sownd of the ſame. mira- 
culous Grace beating into the Ears of thee and 
me, 


LY 
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me, Reader, hath not the leaſt Energy upon our 
Hearts, nor- hath wrought any greater Concer 
upon.us, than if we. had been hearing Ledares 
of Happineſs in the Kingdom of the 4402, and 
promiting: hopes of Promotion .in- .Extopia. Yet 
15 'God;.1o, pleaſed';to. ſee . Abraham thus. Lonly, 
that taking: him when: he. is Down-, He Dabs 
him a Knigbr of rhe Holy Order, and adds a Sacred 
Sylable mote to his Name ; who from the ſingle ' 
Honour. of being the:Great Father of the Thou- 
ſands of 1ſrael, ſhall be-now inaugurated the true 
Pope of the Univerſal Church of God, .next and 
immediately. under his ow? Sor. And: Kinss by 
more Natural Bonds than thoſe of Giviliry and 
Complement, ſhall truly. -call him Father, and be 
proud. tao-to derive their Royal Deſcent from 
the direCt Line of his, Blood. Thus 1s, Abraham 
placed. in'a Chair of. Scate upon a Throne, with 
all the Sceprers of the. World humbly,,:lying, at 
his. Feet. His Humility . hath gotten, him; this 
Honour. / ,Fecomah's Wickedneſs ſhay:d him into 
the deſpicable Cur. of plain Comiah, (as ane; un- 
worthy 50. fill up the, Leaves of the;Sacred Re-. 
cords with. the full Syllables of his Nam :).- But 
Abraham's Devotion mult ſwell the Yolkme, and 
all Lips, ſhall. be:T ax4;r0, pay. a great, 719/08 of 
Breath to his Tile. |. * Tis Critically obferyed that 
the Hebrew Letter: He] that God, interpoſed 
within Abraham's Name, 1s the Principal of choſe 
Holy Letters which, make up the*-Zerrggram- 
maton,. and is twice ,made-uſ2 of in the Ineffable 
Name of God; which was to mind him, that in, 
this Covenaar, he did not as formerly,” convey 
away his Bleſſings ohly.z but now ſhould his Abra- , 
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ham communicate of his very Divinity. Startle 


not, Reader, tis no more than what St, Petey in. 


veſteth 'the whole Poſteriry and Church with , 
who are Partakers of the Divine Natire of God, 
| Now becauſe the beſt Womes are alittle Ambi. 
tiows, and God knew how"ill Sarah would take 


it, ſhould ſhe not Participate in the ſame Dignity 


With her Lord, Abraham with his own Hand ſhall 
deliver the Patent for a Exadiſhip, that from the 
little Verge of her own Coxrr ſhall extend it ſelf, 
and Inveſt Her with a Right of Precedency abore 
all the Ladies of the World. As the Great Grand- 
mother of a Double Race of Kings, whoſe Sacred 
Diadems ſhall out-glitter all the Crowns upon 
Earth. Let thoſe of her Order remember that 
Sarah wasa L A DY of Gods Immetliatt Creation, 
who though She be now Advanced to far greater 
Glory than that , yet may they not forget the 
| Firſt of their Order, and eyer- think it their Duty 
to give her Place in their Hearts. 

To no more purpoſe do we bear the Sacred 
Name of God'our Saviour upon vs, if the Holy 
Nature of Feſus be not found within vs, 'then did 
the Fews, the Carnal Seed of the Spiritual Abra- 
ham, who by vertue of the Covenant, were named 
the People .of God, and called by bis Name, by 
whoſe diſhoneurable' A#ions that Holy Name 
of God was. Blaſphemed by the very Gentiles, and 
for which cauſe they that bore his Name, now. 
bear his 'F/rath, and are cot off from all the 
Prerogatives of that Holy "Calling. Take heed 
therefore, Chriſtian, and Lex every one that nameth 
the er 4 rhe Lord Jeſws, depart from Triquity. 

And though the Priviketves antiexed to _ 

oly 
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Holy Name and Divine Nature, will not be ac- 
knowledged to the Rightful Heirs of Abraham 


in this Forreign World, where they are as Princes 
Incognito in a ſtrange Country (their King him- ' 
ſelf being but Thr, Fellow in- every iinpious 
Month, and they kyew nor whence he was) yet hath 
God given them the High Title of Sons and 
Daughters to Himſelf, (and t hey ſhall be fo, faith 
the Lord Almighty :) Nay, a Name better than 
that, the Mighty Heirs of God, and Foyw-Heirs 
with Chriſt, of the everlaſting Kingdom, where 
they ſhall be glorified together with Aim who 
is even -Gods Fellow, and ſhall wear the imtnar- 


ceſſible Crown; , being every one of them” Kings 


and Prieſts mto God , they need little envy the 
ſwelling Titles of Exalted Aſher, whole, petty 
Honours will all in a Moment lye in the Duſt, 
and be intgrr'd with Themſelves in the Dark Vault 


of an eternal Oblivion, when theſe are Enrolled ' 


in the Regiſtries of Everlaſtingneſs,and their bleſſed 
Names written by God himſelf 1 the Book, of 
Life. And how impoſlible is«it for others that 
inherit the Royalties of 4þraham and Sarah, who 
Care not to derive them from the Great Feun- 
tain of the trae and ever-living Honor ; will 
not preſent their. Patents to Heaven to be. Con- 
firmed there, Eut fatisfie themſelves with the-bare 
Ecchoing each others Tirles, and bandying them. 


WI fon Lip ro Lip, with ſich Ridicalous Circumſtances 


of Complement,as harden them apainſt Got bim/elf, 
and makes all the real Dignities of the great Abra- 
ham,” very defpicable in” their Eyes 3 which the 
Bleſſed Feſws perceived well enough whet he pro- 
honnced the Incapacity of ſuch Men to parti- 
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'  cipate ofthe: True Honour which cometh from God 

- only , ,when they fſatisfie themfelves with re- 
cetving. Honour ene from Another. Would God 
that all the Pagan Princes of the Earth would 
once remember to Dip their Robes .in the -Blood 
of the Immaculate Lamb , ®and' lay down their 
Crowns at the Sacred Feet of the Holy Fe/ws, 


had taken Meaſure by them: , . how: to 'fit their 


Gloriozs, againlt the time they ſhall come to wear 
them.in his own Kingdom! And that all the In- 
ferior Shields of the Earth would Foyn themſelves to 
the «People of the God of Abraham, who praiſe him 
for ever for. all the. Ghrics he- hath by this Cove- 
ant ſecured.to them in the endleſs Life. 


litating Abraham and: Sarah, by drawing out their 
Tiles info a' more {ſweet and excellent: Exphony, 
'than only to' «ſher. in, and make way for the 
future Honours of a nearer: Relation to. Himſelf. 
As Princes ordinagily clap Cororers 'on the Heads 
of thoſe. celebrated Beauties whom : they deſign to 


here the: molt high-God, . in the drawing np the 
Covenants of Marriage between Himſelf and theſc 
Holy Perſons, is not .unmindful to: include the 
Article of an Honour proportionable ta the Dry 
zity of the Adarch.,. and cer he. Solemnize the 
Nuptials, will affix a 4A4ajeſty to their: Names, 
which ſhall ' drown _all®the commemoration. of 
their.. Native Meanneſs,. and mind them. of the 
* Royal Endowments they enjoy from the. Great Jon: 


% 
- 


who would keep them no longer' than' till he 


Royal Heads with Others more tranſparently 


And what elſe was the end of God in this Nohi- 


Adyance. and bring Within their. Cxrtains. $0. 
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tire- which Enriches - them with an unlimited - 
. Dowry both of Heaven and Earth. © 
No wonder then that Abraham ſhrouds his 
Face with Shame and Bluſhing , in the humble 
conſciouſneſs of his own Yileneſs ; "as, thinking 
himſelf moſt nnworthy the Grace .of being thus 
Promoted to the Glory of a Conjugal Union with 
an Almighty Fehovah ; and had his Poſterity been 
as humble and ſenſible as himſelf was of that 
exceeding Honour, they had never ſo treache» 
rouſly rurz Whoring from ſo great an. Husband 
after Srocks and Srones , when Himſelf was, ever 
To Faithful and Conſtant to the Bonds-of his Cove- 
nant, as it went againſt his very Heart to write 
them a Bill of Divorce, - (How ſhall 1 give thee up 
Ephraim ?) but was ever ſending Meſſengers 2nd 
Letters after them, to invite and perſwade them 
to remember themſelves, and him to whom they 
were ſo ſtrongly Allyed and United, beſeeching. 
them to return again to their firſk Huibands And 
though this was not. the common Cuſtom of 
Men to receive again thoſe Wives that had ſo . 
often run * Away to play the, Harlot with other 
fl Lovers, 'yet would Himſelf pardon all, and en- 
tertain'them again in Love and Peace : For [am 
married unto you, ſatth the Lord, Jer. 3.1. & 12. 
Will you take a View of the A4arriage Covenants, 
and obſerve, That though they .be drawn up by 
God himſelf, yet: to what Mighty Advantage 
they Run'on the Part of Abraham and his Hezrs 
for ever ? «> +8427 
Firſt, [ am God: And' whatſoever I am-in my 
-MS21f, that will 1 be to thee; 7 will bea Godto 
1. SI \S - | 
| 1 3 Secondly, 
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Secondly, As I am God, 7am Almighty, and 
Alſufficient,. both for my ſelf and all my Crea- 


tures that ſhall cloſe with me ! I will make 


over ' the Fulneſs' and Alſufficiency of my 
Godhead. to thee. There is nothing in it, (com- 
municable to the Creature) but what ſhall be 
ſecured to, and imployed for Thee and Thine 
on all occaſions. . 

Thirdly, The very ſame Priviledee ſhall be 
ſecure 'to all the Children of thy Faith for ever- 
more: 7 will be their God, and I do hereby firm- 
ly, and unalterably Covenant with thee to be 
a God unto Thee and Them. Todo.andbe what- 
ſoever a God can do 'and be to his People in 
Covenant with him. 


Fourthly, 1 will confirm my part of theſe 


Covenants to thee and thy ſpiritual Seed, by 
mine Oath which ſhall never be-broken : And 
they ſhall be one day futther Enſured and Seal- 
ed in the Blood of my Son. 

Now on the other ſide, what I require of 
thee Abraham, and all thy Seed that. ſhall en- 
ter into this Covenant after thee, is no more 
than (what every Woman engageth to her Hus- 
band) to be faithful' and Loyal. I will be whoty 
ro. thee, and thou ſhalt be wholly to me. I an 
the Lord t nl God, thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
but me: This' is my Covenant - therefore, thou 
ſhalt Walk before me in Uprightueſs, with a Per- 
fett Heart, and a willins Mind;  Thine Eye and 
Heart ſhall be ever upon me, to admire thine 
own Happineſs in all my Perfe&ions : Thou 
needeſt not hunt after Creatures, with exper 


ee of other Good than what is ſecured to thee 
in 
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of theGzeat Abraham. ax3z — | 
in my. Self - Didſt thou know what a Portion - 
thou haſt in a God, thou wouldſt. diſdain to 
e Þ turn aſide after 1dols : Thou haſt mine Alſuffici- 
y | ey. made over to thee, out of which, as from 
1- | an inexbauſtible Fountain, thou mayſt draw out 
* all. thy Supplies. What need they run to Streams 
e IN that have a Command of the Spring-head? , Let 
| thy Children be but Faithful and Conſtant to 
e | me, and give themſelves up by an adequate 
-. - meaſure of Truſt and Confidence in my Truth 
- and Covenapt, relying wholly on my Wiſdom 
* and Goodneſs in providing for them, and caſt- 
i- i inp all their cares upon Ae, they ſhall ever reap 
n the ſweet, Effects of that Recumbency, while 
they give me the Glory of their Faith: Z 


- 


r will never legve them, 1 will never forſake them, 
y [ #, aus uſe & wiis ] [_will not, no, by no means 
d | 1 will nor: While they keep up entire AﬀeCti- 
|- Þ} . ons towards me, / will delight ro do them good, 


with all my Heart, and with all my Soul : But 
of if they run-Whoring from me, ( for I am a 7ea- 
J- lous God) I ſhall foon diſcover the leaſt Ab- 
6 erration of their unfaithful Hearts, and have 
'R Wayes enough (tho' - Sharp and Thorny) to 
ly Hedze up their wandring Steps, and reduce ' 
mm them again to thelr . Firſ# Husband: But Inte- 
ds grity of Soul will be their greateſt Glory, and 
Fl the higher their AﬀeCtions ſhall ariſe by perfeCt 
7 Dependance upon me, the . more {weetly will 
d all the ſtreams of my Love and Goodneſs flow 
1e out upon them: I will fill their 'Souls mw 
Ju Foy and Peace. in , Believing: They ſhall taſte 
Angels food, and feaſt themſelves with the 
Bread of Heaven: Thg very Marrow and Fat- 
« 2-4 neſs 
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"neſs: of my Bounty ſhall be their daily- Repaſt: 


"They. ſhall: not "envy the * Proſperities of the 


Wicked,” that are teeding themſelyes tor an Eter- 
nal Slanghter : 'When the raviſhing ' ſence of 
my Love alone ſhining in upon them, ſhall fur. 
niſh "ont all Varieties of 1neffable Pleaſures. th 
them, they ſhall pity thoſe that are walk- 


ing in the Shadows of Death, and" See with 


pone other bur Brutiſh Eyes, when the' Beams 
_ of my Preſence ſhall Gild 'all the Chambers of 
their Souls, and make a continual Goſhen there: 
When the World ſhall reproach and reje& 
them, becauſe of their Fidelity to my Covenant, 
and they complain how much. they* ſuffer for 
me; I will .extend the Arms of my tender 
Mercies to receive them into mine own Embra. 
ces and ſafety. And ſhquld ſome of them (as 
my Witneſſes) be delivered up to. the Malice 
of their Enemies, and they Mercileſly Kill them 
all the day long, and- lead them as Sheep to the 
ſlaughter ;, yet ſhall Death 'be ſo far from ſe- 
parating them from my Love, that:themſelves 
ſhall be more than Congueronurs over all ; while all 
the ſurviving of them may prepare their Eyes 
ro ſee the Vengeance, and their feet ro be waſhed in 
the Blood of their Enemies, Is not "this - laid up 
with me, and ſealed among my Treaſures ? Trea- 
ſures of Wrath which ſhortly . ſhall be poured 
on them, 'and fall down in whole - Caracliſmes 
. of Judgment on their Guilty: Heads and Souls, 
who have cater wp my People as Bread. 

The 'dread of Death muſt not tempt them 
to recede one 1ncb from their Singerity, fince 
phey have'-a God who is a Fountain of Li, 
; | BY F< | ; Ani 
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2nd that little little' of -it- they breath out in 
the World, is not ' a Drop compared” to the 
River of Life they ſhall Swim in to Eternity : 
But that httle Chow little ſoever it be) when 
Offered to my Glory, is ſo pleaſing a Sacrifice, 
as cannot fail to draw from- mine Exchequer 
the *ſingular Retributions of my Favour, on 
thoſe happy (Souls, who ſo. valorouſly ſurren- 
der- up their All to my” Truth and' Honour, 
in aſſured * Confidence of an happier Being in 
my Self. 'Tis the Triumph of my Juſtice to 
render unto. every Man according to bes Work: As 
to their Executioners the hotter Fires of my 
Wrath; and double Portions of my Plagzes, fo 
more reſplendant Crowns for the Loyal» Heads 
of thoſe who failed not - to write the Eviden- 
ces" of their /ntegrity and Love in the deareſt 
Blood' of their Hearts. How precious then in the 
febt of the . Lord 3s the death of his Satnts | Whoſe 
Souls are ſo ſecurely bound up in the Bundle of 
Life with the Lord their God, . that all their Ene- 
mies on Earth, that- all the Devils in Hell can- 
not ſlacken. the: Knots of that Unicn, by which 
they” are faſtened to Himſelf. Life is Theirs, 


to fit them for, and Dearth is- FTheirs to bring 


them to his Glory, and bleſſed Fruition of his 
Endleſs Love. And in nothing could God heve 
manifeſted a greater Love to his Abraham, 
than by preſcribing a Duty fo perfectly agree- 
able to his own Holy Narwre, which is Pure, 
Simple and Unmixt. -He - 5 what He s, and 
cannot be any thing elſe than what he difco- 
vers Himſelf to be, the only Trxe and. Faithful 
Gody- kgeping Covenant and Mercy nih them _ 
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Remarques 91 the Lite 
love him and keep his Commands : And *tis ' Since. 
rity alone, Truth in the inward Parts, the Service 
of a real and perfeft Heart that he requires : 
He hath ſhewed thee, O Man! what 3s good, and 
what doth the Lord require of thee more, than to dy 
uftly, (as Himſelf wall) £0 love mercy, (as lim 
ſelf doth). and to walk humbly before him ? | To be 
holy as he 1s holy, perfect as be 1s perfeft; looking 
towards Him with the ſimgle Eye of Fidelity and 
Love, and direCting all thy Devotions to him 
with Delight and Joy : Is he not thy Father, 
whom elſe ſhouldſt thou Reverence and Love? 
1s he not thy God in Covenant with thee, 
whom elſe ſhouldſt thon rejoyce and delight 
in ? No true Son of Abraham, who knows how 
Zecharies 'Soul was raviſhed, when God after 
more than two Thouſand years performed the mer. 
cy promiſed; and in remembrance of his holy Cove- 
nant, which he ſwore to our Forefatber Abraham, 
ſent his Great Heir into. the World to confirm 
and ſeal it with his Blood ; will - think it re- 
mote from the Story of Abraham's: Life, if [ 
ſtop a little, and; ſpend a Page or two in the 


opening the - Bowels of this Mercy, - wherein 


his own Salvation is ſo nearly concerned, (and 
/Which have ſwell'd up the Volumes of ſo ma- 
ny .of our Excellent Authors.) If the ſame Co- 
venant were all the Deſire and [all the Salvati- 
on of the' Princely David, (with whom it was 


alſo renewed) the Comfort whereof was the 


Foy and Rejoycing of his Heart, methinks it 
might be ſome Refreſhment here to every Heir 
of the ſame Promiſe. - 
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of the Gzeat Abraham,” nag 
A Brief Account of the Covenant. of Grace. | 


1/7 Now then, that by this. Promiſe, 7 will 
do \.. be 4 God. unto thee ; Each Perſon of the 
m- MW Holy Trinity is made over to them, to work 
be Wl perſonally and diſtinftly tor them : - And true 
ng Wl Bebevers have a real Propriety in each> Perſon 
nd Il of the Bleſſed Godhead. 7 willbe thy God, ſaith 
im I the Father here: And 7 twill give my Son to them, . 
er, Wl [Unto ws a Son is given] and / will pour out my 
e? WW Sprrit wpon them. Not a Communicable At- 
e, I :r4h4te of God, but what. is made over, and 
ht WW put by this Covenant into the poſleſſion of the 
ww || Sons of Abraham to live on: Therefore David 
er | claims the. Srrezgth of God as his own, and the 
er. Wl Mercy of God as. his own: Thou art the God of 
e- i my Srreneth, and the God of my Mercy. That 
m, | Power and Mercy which thou haſt ſecured to 
'm | me for my Hope and Comfort, to. make uſe 
re- | of in all Extremities, and againit all Infirmi- 
"I f flies; and the whole Church claims the Bene- 
he | fit and Honour of their Relarion to God from 
ein £ no other Rlght. Doubtleſs thou art our Father. 
nd | And 7 will. be a Father unto them, to at as a 
12- | Father for them. So not any Merit or Grace 
-0- | in. Feſas the Son, but what is as certainly ſecy- 
:ti- i red; whatſoever he was, or did, or ſuffered, 
vas was all for their /ake. The Fruit: and Benefit 
he I of all moſt certainly accrewable to Them. All 
it | the Operations, of the Holy Spirit, ſure and cer- 
cir. tain to the Heirs of this Promiſe - They ſhall in- 
falibly be convinced of Sin, Converted to God, 
; eſtabliſhed in Grace , comforted in Afton, ry 
© EE an 
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and prepared for Salvation. "All the. Dectrees of 
Heaven run; in- their Favour, and: all Providen- fl ci 
ces co-operate for their Eternal Good. | on 
Feſws Bimſelf is the Head of the Covenant, i {« 
the firſt Federate, the Cormer-ftore on whom is Wl to 
built the whole Fabrick, the Contrivance where- Il ly 
of thd ſecret and myſterious, 'tranſated by MW ar 
Covenant between. the Father and Himſelf: Yet iſ w 
we find Eternal Life ſgcured by Promiſe to eve. Il ay 
ry Believer before the foundation of the World, ll ve 
on-condition of ſach performances that ' Chriſt W bk 
in fulneſs of Time ſhould appear in the World W » 
to: perfect . and, accomplith : And ſome of theſe I ly 
Articles of the Covenant of Redemption, are expre- | th 
fly apparent to any that carefully obſerve them lat 
in 1/azah 49. Feſas therefore is the firſt Ele, but I Si 
we Elefted in him : He the firſt Called, and we I by 
Called by him. In Him is al fulneſs dwelling, from ar 


which wereceive Grace for, Grace, 'He Commiſſiona- FP, 
ted, ſealed and ſent, with the Offices of Propher, EW ot 
Prieft, and 4 ing : Other Prophets Commiſſioned un- 01 


der him; zre ſent to perſwade and draw us into the | q1 

\ Bonds of the Covenant;thelſe ſpeak to the Ear, hut, He G, 
'is the True Prophet, that effeCtually worketh by I ar 
_ ſpeaking tothe Heart. Him ſhall ye bear : Twill al- in 
lare her, I alll ſpeak. to her Heart, when I ſpeak. al 
See Margin Hoſea 2. 14. He: draws us as hedid fr 
Abraham by Illumination, and giving us New ||l is 
Eyes to ſee God in the Beanty of his Holineſs, 't 
and the exceeding Riches of his Grace ; $S#2 in 01 
its Sinfulneſs, Deformity, Filthineſs, and .exe- bl 
crable EffeAts; Duty in the Reaſonablenelſs, R 
Good, and Profitableneſs of it; Onur ſelves, as B 
perfeCtly undone; by Nature, and further de- 
'\ ſtrojed 


fire, and to no purpoſe at all. - Redemprioa coft 


troyed by Sin: - All Creatzres in their inſuſfi= 
ciency, and weakneſs to do us any good : All 
our Righteouſneſs 4s filthy Rags, and nothing: Him. 
ſef as the only Refuge of Hope, and Salvation 
to be'no where had but in him: He our on- 
ly Prieſt, ſacrificing his own Body upon the: Tree, 
and pouring out his own Blood to expiate Sin, - - 
which the blood of Sacrifices could never take 
away, but by this Offering Blorred ont,” remo- 
yed to the diſtance, of the Eaft from the Weſt, 
buried wn the depths of the Sea; Sought for but. 
not found, forgotten and remembred 10 more, free- 
ly and- for ever pardoned ;, and the Hand-writing 
that was againſt us Cancell/d, and nothing 
laid to -our charge. "Tis, he makes an end of 
Sin , and brings in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
by which - we are juſtified from all things, 
and. perfe&tly reconciled to God : -He is our 
Peace, and lince his Return to Heaven, becomes 
our Advocate there, to plead the Merits of his 
own © Righteouſneſs for the Juſtification. and 'Ac- 
quitment of all\the thankful Heirs of Abraham” 

God hears Him always :. His Blood ſpeaks for us, 


- and on that Account God is but {ſt in forgiu- 


mg our Sins, himſelf having paid the Ranſom, 
and \ becoming the great Propirration. - ? Tis 
from the prevalency of his 1zcercefion, that he | 


| Is fÞ Able ro ſave. all that come to him. Such an 


High-Prieſt became us, our Caſe deſperate with- 
out Him : No fatisfattion for the lealt tin poſli- 
bly tobe niade by our ſeives. Ter thouſand 
Rivers.of 'Oyl, and: the offering up the fruit of our 
Bodies. for the ſin-vf our Sotdls, tao mean a Sacrt- 
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more than ſo, and Man muſt let it alone for evir, 
The poor carnal Sons of Abraham, - going. about 
zo eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, could not 
make it ſtand ," they too foon' found It had 
no feet to ſabſiſt on. The Galathians ſeeking 
to compound the Matter by an unnatural mix 
tare of their own with Chriſts, were (by that 
attempt) in the Account of 'the Holy Ghol 
but Fools and Bewitched. He alone the Lord ow 
Righteouſneſs. | *S 03 
Obje&. But how ſhall we be brought itito it? 
Anſ. He is therefore a Great Kmp, a Spiritu. 
al King, a King over Hearts; he hath Arguments 
to perſwade us'to lay down our Necks to his caſe 
'Yokey and to bear his lighter Burthen : For he is 
a gentle Prince, and his Laws are not Grieyow 
or unſufferable; his Servsce #s perfet} Freedom. 
There is nothing difficult to a yilling Mind and 
a ready Heart, which himſelf is able to pive; 
Twill give them a new Heart,- and 'a new Spirit will 
1 put within them ;, this (and my own Spirit which 
alſo I will put 'in them) ſhall cauſe them to 
walk. in my Statutes and to keep my fudgments and 
do them,Et&k. 30. 26. His Throne is within, and 
all the Exerciles of his holy Government tran. 
afted in the. Court of Conſcience, where Himſelf 
litteth 7udze, (or the bleſſed Spirit his Yicar) over 
every Thought of the Heart and ACtion of the 
Life. Nota vain Jz:agization but js bronght down 
and humbled; not an idle thought but what 1 
captivated to the obedience of Chriff, 'Tis he that 
ſtrikes the ſtory Rock, and the Waters guſh ont ; ſuch 
a Rock was Peter, whom he ſmote byt with 2 
glance of his Eye, the Sun diſſolving the lee, mw” 
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ed-him all into Water; He went out and wept bitterly. 
He ſheddeth his Love into the Soul, - and cold 
ot Ml Hay is all in a Flame. ' He pours in his Spirit of 
12d Joy, and- Par and Silas ſmg 1n the Stocks. He 
ins i opens the Priſon doors, and the Shackles of Sin 
ix. MW and Death flie off from the whole World, lying 
hat WI in ſpiritual Caprivity. He Propheſies over the 4 
of Ml Bones, and they come together, take Life, riſe 
ow WJ up and follow him, as well thro' all Tribulati- 

ons, Sorrows, - Sufferings from Men, Tempta- 
tions, Buffetings, Perſecutions raiſed by the De- 

tu. MW vil, Fears, Diſquietments, Dejections of their 
nts Ml own Hearts, Infirmities, Weakneſſes, and Im- 
he MY perfeftions of their Duties; As Comforts, En 
- is Ml couragements, Spiritual ſtrength, preſent Sence 
0; I of his Love, and ſecret Teſtimonies of his Spi- 
mf cit, which is ever preſent with them, to Hlumt- 
nd IF nate, Strengthen, Comfort, Eſtabliſh and Dire& 
e; | them 3; and therefore whoſoever hath nor the Spirit 
will MW of Chriſt, is none of His, This holy Kmyg rules 
ch I ot immediately only by his bleſſed Yicar above, 
to I but mediately alſo by his Subordinate Offcers here 
1d | below: Whether (1.) Civil, whom His Subjedts 
nd I Obey, for his Sake and ' for Conſcience Sake, from 
nf. © 2 right Principle, (and 'not Brutiſhly,) in all their 
|f £ Lawfol Impoſitions'agreeable to his Glory ; they 
er I are ever Praying and' Praiſſng God for them, 
he I yea tho'- they be Perfecuted by ſome of them. 
wn 8 Or (2.) | Eccleſtaftich, whom they Receive, Ho- 
is W nour, Love and Obey +as his Ambaſſadonrs, and 
ar Ml fuch as are'ſent by Him , to brezk to them rhe 
ch Pread of Life, .whom they therefore follow, 
| and yield themſelves up to-their:Lord, by a gra- 
cious Conformity to the holy 'DeQtrine —_ 
CNEm 
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them by his Miniſters, ' and. Adorning that Do: 

Arine by a ſuitable 'converſation un all: things; 

Abounding inevery good word aud work, and'appro- 
. ying themſelves the fairhfal Servants of .God, 
in all the duties of both Tables, having an equal 
Reſpett to all the Commandments of their Lord ;, and 
approving themſelves to> Men by every: Att of 
moral Rinhteouſneſs and-Daty.: They ſhall be at 
the laſt day approved by him, to. be no Hypocrites, 
vain, Pretenders, proud and:,empty Profeſſors, 
ſelf-ſeeking Deligners, or 'troubleſome dividers of 
his Church and People ; but the True, Hearty, 
Sincere, Rooted,. Living and. Fruitful Members 


Sojourning in filial fear and love, and perſevering 
in all Fidelity and Conſtancy of Obedience: to all 
the- revealed: Laws of their great. King, , as their 
Fore-father Avraham did ; they at laſt receive 
the end of their Faith, and everlaſting Salvation in 
Heaven,” where with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jaco, 
and all the Heirs of their, Covenant, they are 
bleſſed and happy, in- and with God, and the 
Lord Jeſus for evermore. - , ; - | 
ComeReader, haſt-thou.no Heart to accompa- 
ny-the bleſſed Commurian: of Saints to this *glort- 
ous Home ? Why. doſt thou then bear abaqur thee 
the Seal of the ſame Covenant, and art Croſſed 
- for the Holy Land, and halt received the ſacred 
Name of Chriſt upon thee, and thou pretendelt 
' to be a Candidate for Heaven, and wilt rage a-| 
gainlſt any-that. will dare to-ſweep away the Cob- 
web of thine Hopes 3 when. alas, it hangs by a 
lender Thread;,. and. the lighteſt hand: breaks 
every Cordgk away, and down lt falls, and oy 
,- (© 


of his Myſtical Body, paſling here the time of their 
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if with; it into. utter deſpair and-Ruine. Secs + 
whether thine - Anchor -have- better hold than "4 
>- | theirs, whoſe. Dooms the great Heir:himfelf pro- 
|, | nounced. The Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt 
1 BY 6#t;, art. 8. 12. _Solictle-will it-avail thee ro 
1d MY walk for a while (alas! for a» Moment) on the 
of Borders of the bleſſed Land; if thing--own Infis 
a: MY delicy and chy treacherous Heart ſhut thee out at 
laſt. - Either Rend off the Title, and wipe away 
rs, MW the drops of that holy. Water (ifſuing from the 
of EY Wounds of :the -Crucified- Saviour)  wherewirth 
7, | thou wert once Baptized into that ſacred Name, 
-r; | and renounce the hopes of that glorious -Profeſ(- - 
<< © fron 3 Or Elſe be Faithful-ro thine Arrzeves ; and 
np NN give thy ſelf wholly to him who hath given him- 
all  felf-to-thee. Nothing leſs than the iHearty de- 
eir | votion- of : thy whole ' Sonl and Life unto God 
ve I can baer any reaſonable Proportion with his Royal 
in & Bounty,-or give any 'convincing Demonſtration 
ob, I of thy Real Gratirude ; leſs than this God will 
zre | not Tke, lefs than” this 'thon canſt not Offer; 
he | Every Jwperfetton, and-falling ſhort of »this'mulſt 
be-lamented with bitter Tears, wherein the pbar 
pa. © Heart /wms back again'tabetter Duiy and#trifter 
ri- | Watchfulneſs, and the broken Bones are*joinred 
1ce I in+ to. greater v[trength anad»Eftabliſhinegty mode 
ſed Þ fit: to walk with a more-diteCct and evemProgrefs 
ed I} in the boly Parh, rejoycing in-their own Integrity; 
eft Þ But if initead'of this; thou be tound-wandrmy, in 
 2- the Wilderneſs of Error; and: Yamey, walking 
ob- I after tho:#14agination of thine evil | Heart 5 aecors 
; a ding tb the-courſe, of the: ungodly Works, vand 
n0t- after God; . know that thy: Covenatrit:zis Sealed 
with melring Haz, and:thou "Do | — 
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it to the'Flame, in the light whereof thou mayſt 
read thy deſpairs,, and find thy ſelf in no better 
condition than thoſe Sons of Abraham whoſe Un- 
belief and Obduration hath cancel'd the whole 
Effe&ts of it, and walking up and down in the 
Earth as the Deplorable- Monuments of divine 
Indignation, with Antipathies as great as ever a- 
-gainit the bleſſed Perfon and Doctrine of the 
mighty Redeemer. Thou maiſt indeed (as ſome 
of them) have a goodly Portion and Heritage here 
+ below, Conſolations ſuitable to thine ' own poor 
carnal Heart, (and God will-not break the firſt 
Articles of a plentiful Canaan in the World, thy 


Belly ſhall be filled with hidden Treaſures :) - But re- 


member then that thy Tenure is but for Life, and 
an" uncertain Leaſe which may expire, e're to 
Morrow» comes, and the Morning Sun may find 
thee a Carkaſe ;. the Fearful caſe of him in the 
Goſpel, who went to Bed well, but awaked in 
Hell. God hath reſerved no ſecond Portion in 
the next World, but that of Fire and Brimſtone. 
The Heavens ſhall reveal thine Iniquity, and the Earth 
ſhall riſe up againſt thee, \ the hos of thine Houſe 
ſball depart, and thy Goods ſhalt flow away in the day 
of his Wrath: There is the portion of a wicked Man 
from God, and the Heritage appointed him by God. 
Away vain Man to thy Cloſet with David, and 
conſider . the deplorable condition of Theſe: 
Make haſt to the Santuary, and there: under- 
” ſtand their latter end. It may be when thou ſeell 
the Slipperineſs of their Steps, and how ſoon 
they are brought 10 a fearful end, thon wilt pour 
out at leaſt a ſigh. fora better Portion, and to en- 
Joy a-more laſting Inheritance in God, Rememby 
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me, O' Lord, with the favour that thoubeareſt'nnto rhy 
People, O wifit me with thy. Salvation; that" 1 
may ſee the good of thy Choſen, that I may! rejoyee 
& WW #s the gladneſs of thy Nation, that I may glory with 
e W thy Inberitance.. A very Sorcerer can breath :out 
& © his Groans forthis Mercy, that He:-mghe 4ie: the 
3- W Death of the Righteous, and his laft erid be like his; 
ic I 'Tis a fearful Stupidity that: terminates all-thy 
ic I defires in the Creature, and layes thee: as 'one 
re Wl Deadrin the Grave of Inſenſibility,: without na» 
or © tural affeftion to thine own Soul ,-or” the leaſt 
'; © Devotion for Abraham's God. +. aimed 
hy God having drawn the fair Ihdentures:contain- 
e- © ing the Covenants between Himſelf ortone part, 
nd I and Abraham and his: faithfal Children-on: the 
to © Other; will now have them Confirmed'\byuch ir- 
nd I refragableObligarions as ſhall make thery fure-and 
he Þ unalterable for ever. They 'ſhall be firit Sealed 
in © in the-Blood of Abraham, and hereafrer: in the 
in © Blood of: his Great Heir ; and bimſcif-.will eſta- 
ne. | bliſh them with a Solemn Oath, which.you find 
wth = Gen. 22:16. And every 'one of Abrahams/Poſte- 
ſe © rity and Family, ſhall under pain of Death come 
day I in and'Seal-for h11ſelf, entring into:a'Sacrament, 
4an | to be True and Faithful to the Arricles of the 
704, il holy League. They with their great Father, muſt 
and I wear 'the. remembrance of ſo vaſt a-Priviledge, 
ſe: © not- on 'their Hearts -ooly, .but their Fleſh: too. 
der- | Abrahams 'conſenting 'tothis Covenant, and giving 
cell © up'himſelf unco God (who'had now given him- 
o01 I ſelf unto” Abraham) muſt evidence. that Conſent 
our and yield-up Poſſeſſton, i by ſaffering a Part of Him- 
 en-M ſelf to be-cur off, as a lictle Turfe takenioff trom 
mber I the *Field to: give Livery. and Seizzn of the WR 


144 -Bemarquesot the Life 
to che. Qwner':: And: by thtshe ſhall be known and 
Jiſtingniſhed £0 be; baly:Land,: ſeparated from all 
the; huge: Common of rheErth; to be-a peculiar 
Tucloſare anto'God : , Alkthe World belides Pro 
fanc aud Hefn as wild Beaſts ro-Graze on the Moun- 
Tains, while-himfelf and. his Family is mark'd 
2Þ as 2 lartle fiotk;, for:God-himlelf to feed and take 
careiofz-:Fhs: Poſterity grew '{o proud of this 
Priviedge? that they: little valued the Princes of 
the Wotld: that bore;not this Impreſiion upon 
them<:'i The, Sechiemmtifh Prince mult ſybmit to 
Circumciſion e&'re ever. he.Bed'a Daughter of 
Abrahamz5 find! Dauid knewno reaton; why his 
litcte :Bodys that: whs/fortified- with the Divine ſl cx 
S12narare; might hot Buckle with an Uncircum- I ſy 
cues Philiſtine: tho':nevenifo-Strong. |Vhey grew Ml fe; 
Tio High g:2havt arlaft.. they::thought themiclves IÞ as 
ſecure ipainft God Himſe!f,: arid hop?d' to battle M his 
his very- F#fticei | While They. had  Amabem to 
chtir Harbarg/che Baptith.had enough''tor do. to ff in 
beat them aff-from fomwain a confidence, and to Lo 
-convibeethemihow: little it avaited them to glo- f a [ 
ry 00 [mms when they were. falls: 3nd un- I wh 
Fiichfutro?thea:} | Twas Death to thenetochear Par 
that”. prners of the. Gentiles: ſhottd! be admitted to fl ed 
The priviledges thernſelves enjoyed 2nd deſpiſed; W po/c 
But their: Great. Farber 6Emwbe miſtook: not. the Ml He 
conditioris :of i the Copegranr, and kept: cloſe to him 
. them): was trranfported: with» the Reeforablenels I the; 
of all "thes Arracles on: his own part, '-and. the WW whe 
Glory\:0f -thafe. on Gods;: with a.brave-Readt IO of þ 
neſtof Mindthat always correſponded withiever) mar 
Diftate: of the Divine. Will, prepares himſeli to myſ 


Bleed, and litthe __ the ſmart in the Flej. that WM ſons 
fignalized 
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ſignalized to him the 'infinite Mercies of God'to 
his Soul. Not only; his :Spiriz but! his very” 
Fleſh is willing, and. is, 8ad- that -at: that'i Age 
he had any Blood to-ſhed at the Cominiand :of 
God ;/ He demurrs/ not-1n the leatt/ nor: will 
ſleep e're he yields the-Fruits of a-chearfmhComs 
pliance-” There j is no ſuch ſincere Obediemmarias' the 
preſent.” . "TS dangergus to conult CarnabRea- 


fon, or. call Fleſh-and;Blood to Conmal;. where 


its own Intereſts are like; to be- cattaild;: While 
the Imperus of Love and Zeal 1s upon hin; will 
Avrabam acrifice , himfe}f;, and yield his Fleſh to 
2: Sacrament that ſhall ſign and ſcab to-him :/e- 
curity from all the dangers of its. Luſts;:and aſ- 
ſure him that all the Powers: of Sir- were; per- 
fettly baffled in that Gbedience ;, and Thbuld ; be 
as truly mortified as that Dead Ski car od from 
his Body, and caſt away. 

The Great Man that had ſo full--ati Intereſt 
in the. Afe&jons of his- Family, was-not at a 
Loſs for Argaments to prevail with them to at 
a Duty ſo exceedingly. profitable to themfelves; 
which he: expounded::to them in: the: ſeveral 
parts of its Excellency, and further recammend- 
ed by his. alluring Example. ' In vain do we tim- 
poſe on others a burthen we ſhrink, from our ſelves, 
He exacts not any more:from them;*than what 
himſelf ard his little ' /ſhmae! ſhond do before 
them : He was not to dwell in Abraham's Houfe 
who-would not cloſe- with him in-all the parts 
of his Worſhip. They: had poured the Blood of 
many. a Beaſt together in; Sacrifice, now they 
muſt-hleed together themſelves in their-own Per- 
ſons. . *Bwas but a faperfluity! they: offered ar 
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a Free-Will Offering to God, repreſenting to him 
the Devariop of all unto his Service. It were 
well if we could cut off our Superfluities too, that 
are fo'like to undo us : Cirenmciſion Is in faſhi- 
on and a Mercy ſtill, when by God himſelf effe. 
Eually made upon the' Hear. | 


- Of:how''vaſt- a Conſequence is the Piety of | 


Princes,” whoſe Attions, either Good or Ev, draw 
the. whole Univerſe with them, to attend them 
in the next World! By the Example of their 
Gooanefs Men flock in whole ſhoals to the Service 
of God, 'and by their Prophaneneſs they flye as 
faſt from it. Hapyy was the leaſt” Skxthorn in 
the Family of Abraham, who partaking of the 
Ordinances of the rue Charch, excelled all the 
Pagan Princes of the Earth, that were Strangers 
from the Covenant of Promiſe, having no hope, and 
without God in the World : So much better is it 
to be a Door-keeper in the houſe of the Lord, than 
to lirvecrand” reign inthe Tents of Witheaneſs : Let 
us: therefore again take vp David's Peririon, Re- 
menibernme, :O Lord, with the favour that thon 
beareſt. unto thy People 5- O wiſe me with thy ſal. 
uation; for I have none im Heaven but thee, and 
there 19\nothins mn Earth that 1 deſire in compart- 
{on of thee. = 

The- Fleſh'is too traiterous a Friend to carry 
on"long the: Intereſts of the Sout. The Circun- 
ciſcon made with hands on the Body, profited 3 
little -as the Engravement afterwards on the 
Tables of flone ; God is forced to carry it deep 
er,-and to make a more effeftual Inc:io upon 
the Inward Parts e're ever the true Circumciſ- 
& is cffe&ed. Qur ſelves ſee that all the walt- 
Ing 


of the G:eat Abraham. 147 
ing of the- Fleſh prevails not to wrince away the 
re I Filth of the Spyrir, 'cill himſelf comes to Baprize 
at WM with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, and makes the 
1i- WM very Conſcience to anſwer readily to all the Will 
Fe. WW of God. The Holy Word evaporates into Air, 
W and hath no place in as, *till the: Eſſential Word 
of WM makes the pererrarion, and gives it a Lodging 
w WO in the Soul. And though inconſiderate Men 
mn M Jittle think it, they do but ſwallow their own 
eir WM Damnation, "till their Eyes diſcern the Lord's 
ice MY Zody in his own High: ;, thoſe that have Ear and 
a; I Drunk nm his Preſence ſhall be turned off at the 
in Þ laſt Day with a doleful Dz/cedire, Depart from me 
the WY for / know you nor. Prayer it ſelf unleſs ſelvidg'd 
rhe MW by Re/olurion ravels our into nothing 4 fo little 
ers cruſt 1s there to the beſt of external Priviledges, 
2nd | where they are not accompanied with the De- 
it | monſtration of the Spirir and of Power, He 1s not 
ban RN which is one outwardly : Circumciſion 1s that 
et | of the Heart im he Spirit, and not 1n the letter, 
Re- Ml whoſe praiſe is not of Men but God. 
hon Though the Ordinances in themſelves are in- 
ſal. |} <fe&tual witbour God, *yer being of Divine In- 
ind ftitution, they bind us to a conſtant and fairhfal 
ri. waiting upon him in the Uſe of them, for who 
knows when or how ſoon he ntay work by them ? 
ry} The prerence of their invalidity give us no Lt- 
4n-} cenle. to depart from them, or to lay them by 3 
| | fince' here! we ſee utter Exciſcon menaced againſt 
theſ every Child of Abraham that ſhould not bleed 
ep} dy the Circumciſmg Knife, There are ſome be- 
No nefits which the moſt” wicked Men enjoy toge- 
ther with" the Holy in the outward Communi- 
on of the Church, for which they' ſhall pay their 
I 4 '\ Homage , 
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Homage,: and-yield a ſubjection ( ſuch as it is, 
though hypoeritical and involuntary, ) they ſhal} 
ſit before him as his People do, and make ſome ſhews 
at leaſt of a real Conformity and Union with 
Him, - though their Hearts run after Coverouſneſs, 
and they are as Traiterous as Judas, who yet 
had his, Sop- dipt tn the. ſame Diſh with Feſus. 

God wha: .had hitherto feaſted his Abrahban 
with a Banquet of Promiles, (which only his Faith 
is to feed on all his Life long, and mult depart 
the World in Aſſurance of their Truth when 
his Eyes ſhould be ſhut! up inDeath ;.) will yer 
preſent him with one. Dzþþ which himſelf ſhall 
fee, and all his Senſes raviſhed. with the very 
taſte of, Sweet /4eats are kept for the laſt Courſe, 
and help to dipeſt all the reſt the better. Judge 
Reader,” with what Ears Abraham receives the 
Tydings of an Heir from the Body of his dear- 
eſt Sarah, who at: once is made a Lady and a 
Ledy Mother : She ſhall have a Sor that ſhall own 
and double that Honour together. *Tis Aſto- 
niſhing News, and Abraham's Feet can-hold him 
no/ longer, . he embraces the Mercy of a Saviour 
and a Son with a lowly Proftration ; Bleſſings mul- 
ziply upon him: as Duties are multiplyed by-him., No 
Man ſhall ever: loſe by a munificent God. Adam 
patts with: a. Kb and behold a Wife ; Abraham 
with a ſuperfiuans Skin, and behold a Son, The 
Heart of Man cannot bear the Kiſſes of Divine 
Love'without. diſſolving into Joy, and Abraharn's 
Soul: is ſo-full-of it naw, that" it. forces a vent 
at his Adouth :: He laughs: ont the excefs of that 
Comfort which ſeems fo pleakvely to; opprels 
djm. And Gad! bimſelf is, {o.delighted take his 
be: 7 $1 FL wh rYanamn 
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Abraham thus humbly and innocently Merry at 
the Thoughts of Sarah's Breeding, that while 
the. Nawe of Iſaak liveth, it ſhall never-be for- 
cotten-that Abraham laughed thus reverently in 
Faith-z and as ſometimes one who. finds that he 
hath. gratified his Company by telling a Story, 
which hath proved ſo. acceptable and affeCting be- 
yond expectation, will repeat it again, in Afſu- 
rance-of that Virtue in the repetition that will 
fill keep up-the Humour ; ſo God diſdains not: 
to make a Rehearſal of what he ſaw ſounded: ſo 
ſweetly in the Ears of his deareſt Friend ; Sarah 
thy Wife ſhall bear thee aSon': Sndeed ſhe ſhall, v.1g. 
Tho thine Age of an Hundred, and: hers of NVinc- 
ty Years may make it ſ{cem 1mpoſlible to Nature, 
yet-1 have revealed to thee mine Almighty Power, 
to:give it an Evidence in this Grace. God-is 
already teaching Abraham the exerciſe of his 
Faith in his Alſufficiency 3 and he is no dull Schot- 
lar, but preſently takes out the Leſſon, and 1s$ 
dandling 1/aak in the Arms of his Faith, before he 
is. Conceived in the Womb of his Mother. | 

Could we Believe with Abraham's Faith, we 
ſhould Rejoyce with Abrabam's Foy, There' is 
no true Pleaſure but what is Spiritual, alli the 
Worlds: #uzz4h's but as the Noiſe of Thorns, 
which Crackle themſelves into Nothing. Solomon 
commits the Vanity to Bedlam, the proper place 
for the - Franticks, what diſtraCtedly Langh while 
they are little ſenſible what Tears they ſhall 
Weep in Hell, Eccl. 2. 2. 


Canft thou be Merry,” Canſt thou Play, 
Suly Soul, who Sing'd to Day? < + 


150 Remarques on the Life 
In_ Heaven, *where there is no Sw, there is Ful. 
neſs of Foy: In Hell where there. is nothing but 
Sim, there is nothing but Sorrow; but on Earth 
Men'Szz, and rejoyce in it too, yet feel no Sor- 
row,-and no wonder when they feel no Sin, as 
the-"Diſtemper'd. 'are ſenſible of no Madneſs. 
Theſe are - pack'd away by Abraham's Great 
Heir, into their own Place, to ſee if they can be 
as Folly there too ; Woe unto you, &c. The Merry 
Frolick of a ſhore day, dying into an Everlaſting 
Night of Horror and Torment. 

But for a greater Increaſe of Abraham's Joy; 
he receives not the News' of a So only, but an 
Heir of the Covenant ;, He ſhall inherit the Bleſſings 
of Grace and Glory, God intends Iſaac'for Hea- 
ven Cer ever he had Life or Conception. W here 
are thoſe that quarrel at the comfortable Do- 
Erine of Ele&ion, which God himſelf Preaches 
to Abraham? Well might he Langh again, for 
fo good a Son mateth a glad Father ; 'Tis well 
when Parents and Children go not two ways in 
the dreadful Day. J1/aac vis ſure of a place in 
his Fathers Boſom, in the everlaſting Kingdom, 
When the Seed of Free Grace is Sown into a good 
Field, it never fails of -a Crop ; but where it 
fallsin Barren Ground, expeCt nothing but Weeds. 
Too many want the Ingenuity to make Grateful 
Returns for Spiritual Mercies. Men are not 
only Evil becauſe God is Good, bur that very 
Goodneſs: makes them Worſe; they tire his Pa- 
tience, and adventure to "make trial to what 
length the Dimenſions of his Loug-ſuffering may 
be extended. But the brave Abraham, under the 
fore-knowledge of Gods: Decree, is ſo far from 
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flackening- his Duty in the careful Education of 
Iſaac into Piety ; that looking on him as an Herr 
th WW of Heaven, he was ever dreſling him up in ſach _ 
> WM Robes as he knew would be worn, and conld be 
as WW never out of Faſhion there : He endeavours to 
ſs. EY make him a greater Proficient (if poſiible)- than 
at MW himſelf. And methinks 7/aac's whole Life was 
be WW nothing elſe but a lively Comment on the diſtin- 
ry 8 guiſhing Mercy of God towards him. | 
ing "True, Grace ' hath that excellent Property to 
inlarge the Heart into an Univerſal Concern for 
y, General Good, and wiſheth Epidemica! Happi- 
an WW neſs toall. Some quarrel at that charitable Sup- 
18s Ml plication of the Church in the Zirany, Thar it 
ea- WW might pleaſe: thee to have Mercy npon all Men; 
re | Never remembring that God woutd have All 
)o- i Her to be ſaved, and hath Sworn, That he hath 
ies i 10 pleaſure in the death of a Sinner, but rather that 
for I they turn themſelves and Live: If they will not, 
ell W yet ſhall they not want the Sacred- and Hearty 
in W Prayers of the Church that they might. Neither 
in WU can God take it ill of any thar wiſheth no more 
m. W than himſelf doth; nor doth Man know what 
od W Individual Perſon ſhall miſcarry. Abraham had 
: It W the Grace of a Publick Spirir, who doing what 
ds. © he could to further the Happineſs of each Ser- 
fol W vat in his Family, conld not be withont work- 
not M ing of Heart for any Child of his Bowels, And 
ery MW 70 wonder then that hearing of all rhe» Mercies 
Pa. i of the Covenant transferred to Iſaac, he ſeems 
hat W to entertain ſome Jealous Apprehenſions of the 
nay W future Eſtate of Jſhmacl, and falls on his Knees 
the W to intreat , - that the-whole Shower of Divine 
Grace might not ſo fall on the Oe, but that 
4 | fome 
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ſome ſprinklings of his Favonr may SanCtifie the 
Other alſo. God forbid that any thing delſcend- 
ing from the Body of Abraham ſhould fall ſhorr, 
or miſcarry of the - Great Salvation., Therefore 
intending to. give a Charge upon Heaven, he 
ſharpens the Po:nr- of his Arrow with; an, acute 
Paſſion, that it might with deeper: Penetration 
enter the Heart of God, and bring back thence 
a Bleſſing upon his Childs O that Iſhmael might 
live. before thee | O that he may! Prayers ſhot from 
our own, ſeldom miſs the Boſom of God, when thoſe 
that are ſent at Random loſe their way and ai# nd 
Execution. He deſires not that God would break 
the Links. of that Golden Chain, to which his 
Decrees have faſtened the. Salvation of all; or 
that Ihmacl might be diſpens'd with from the 
Duties of the Covenant, to which his Mercies 
are annexed : But O,that Iſhmacl might live before 
thee ! be indued with'thoſe holy Principles of 
Grace and Spiritual Life, which might enliven 
all his fe4i9zs, and Conſecrate:> all his Aftons 
to his Glory, and might be ſuch a one as himſelf, 
ſaxcere and upright before him, through all the 
whole courſe of his Pilertmage in the World. 
'T were Rudeneſs indeed, to impoſe upon God 
for Salvation to ſuch a one that ſhould make no 
Care or Conſcience of ving before him, But 
O that hmael may. Glorifie thee here! "Tis Holi- 
eſs that Avraham begs for his Son (he knows 
that God would not pais out of his uſual Road 
. To fave him in an extraordinary - manner.) And 
.what leſs could:'a Farther do, that was ſo well 
. acquainted with the Happineſs attendant on the 
Faithful Diicharge of every: Duty and yy" 
| hae God ? 
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* God ? Eyes that pierce into the Glories of Eter- 


nity, and know” they are attainable by Prayer, 
quickly get the coutent of the Knees to bend for 
them; . while. the Heart enflamned with alli the 
Ardencies of Paſſion and Zeal, makes its Purſuits 
after them. He kyzows: not wbat Salvation means, 
that makes but ſlow and heavy Motions towards it ; 
Cold and indiff erent Petitions, teach but God to deny 
them, ' We are but in' Feſt for Heaven, till God 
give us Eyes to ſee and know how great the 
Hope of his. Calling is, and how unſearchable the 
Riches of the Glorious Inheritance of the Saints are : 
When'the Light Shone irom Heaven upon Paul, 
thett Behold he prayerh ; he had made many a Fha- 
riſaical: Prayer to little: purpoſe, but now he 
prayeth 1zdeed. Thoſe are the beſt; {nterceſfſors 
at the Throne of Grace. tor. others,; that have 
prevailed: there already for Themſelves. 7he-Pa- 
rent that-hath prayed down A7:ccy upon his own Soul, 
# moſt: likely rp fpecd for bis Child. Abraham. had 
ſo often 'made hig«Arracks. npon: Heaven , | that 
he Kkiew:how: to Sling the Stone of his Devotions 
to an Aand-breadth,- that it could not mis. And 
uideed God had ſet himfelf as his Mark, and 
given'hi to fair an. Advantage' againft him, that 
it was impoſſible for him:not to Hit. 7 will be a 
God mo thee, to: do'all:ithat a:God can do for 
thee, was.ſuch 'a:Broadfede as might well ſecnre 
him from Defpair ob Execution. Abraham pleads 
the 4riiclewalready, and! Ic being the firſt Claim 
fince.the Sealing of thenz, he left.it, ro God him- 
ſelf to conſider how: little: Honour-it . would be 
to him toldeny i... And Abraham doth but hum 
bly plead for what God'had granted banc, 
an 


x54 YRBemarques on the 'Life 


and his Faith might reverently draw out fron 


him. - So amazing is the- Pciviledge of the Core- 
zzant, that God ſeems to own, that he hath left 
himſelf withoue Power to Wwith-hold from any 
Heir the reaſonable Requeſts of his Soul. - Con- 
cerning the work of mine bands, command ye me, 


So Omnnipoteut a Grace is humble. Prayer : Whik- 


they are yet ſpeaking, I will anſwer. See Abrahan, 
thy Perition comes flying back already. with Gods 
Fiat upon it. As for Iſhmael I have heard thee, 
behold I have bleſſed him. He 1s thine by- Nature, 
and ſhall be mine by Grace; | He ſhall become 4 
Nation, and the Great Father of Twelve Princes, 
(but theſe degenerous, and all of them together 
not comparable to Oae of the Kings Iſſuing from 
Iſaac's Loyns.) How ſweet and obliging is the 
preſent return of our Prayers! Arbaham is the 
Type of the Great Interceſſor. He ſecs the 
Travel of his Soul and 1s ſatisfied ;, - The. fervent 
Prayer of this Righteous {Man's effettual and pre: 
wailing. Hence our Di74nes gonclude the Saluas 
tion of Iſhmael, (as Lyra, &c.) though his Poſte 
rity were cut off from partaking of the Fatneſs 
of the Root. and true Olive, and grew naturally 
IVild and too Sowre for Heaven; but for Jſhmatl 
himſelf I have heard thee. What Faithful Son 
of Abraham-bears not his Fathers Heart, yearn- 
ing after -the ſame Bleſſing for the Children of 
his own Bowels, and cam the Mother forget her 
{aczzns Child, that ſhe ſhould not trayel again in 
a'ſecond Birth, until Chrift be farmed mn him? 
Monica's Prayers and Teary +brought forch an 
happy Son to her ſelf, and Glorious Father to 
_ the Church, We are not more bound to my 
al 
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and Cloath, than to Intercede for them. To 
lictle purpoſe do Men Sweat .and Labour to pro- 
vide and hoard up Eſtates for them, * while they 
are unconcerned in the One thing needful, the better 
part which ſhall never be taken" from them. Abra- 
ham knew what a-Rich Portion an All-ſufficient 
God was, - without whoſe Favour the whole 
World could not make up an Happineſs to his 
Iſhmael. Bleſſed are thoſe Children, whoſe Fa- 
thers have Abraham's Spirit and Intereſt in God, 
and miſerable are thoſe Childre» who are. not 
dutiful co: ſuch Parents, and thankful for that 
Intereſt. 

Behold a-Felicity Great as this Life is capable 
of! A Favourite of Heaven dreſs'd up into. all 
the Perfeftions of Bleſſedneſs, by the infinite Boun- 
ty of God : The Treaſures of Providence flow- 
ing in npon him in ſtreams of Riches and-Wealth : 
Thoſe attended by Honour and Greatneſs; and 
all crowned with a Gracious Heart to improve 
them. His Sout brim full of Spiritual Comfort, 
not a Fear or. Doubt. that clouds the Serenity of 
his Thoughts, raviſhed with the - ſweet Senſe of 
Divine Love, and Aſſurance of endleſs Happi- 
neſs, as ſecure as the Word and Oath of a God 
can make it. Bleſſed with One Soz already grow- 
Ing up to be a great Nation and Father of Princes, 
and with- Another to come, who ſhall be Greater 
than he ; A Farhcr of Kings, and the mighty Heir 
of the everlaſting Covenant :'' Not a Servant but 
who is graced . with the Priviledges:of Divine 
Favour, and.bearing the /zpreſs-of Gods Love 
and Kindnefs upon him. Come. all ye. Princes'of 
the Earth, Light up allthe Tapers of your _—_ 
Wo y 
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ly: Glory, Shine -forth in the brighteſt Beams of 
your Splendor ; diſplay all the: Enſigns of your Wl 
Royalty, Maſter up all the Armies of your Power W / 
and Force, Repeat all your ſwelling Titles of ut 
Majeſty and Dominion, Boaſt the whole Exchany: il þe 
of your Pleaſares and -Delights : ;How infinitely W jy, 
ſhott- will ye-come of this.one- Bleſſed Friend of MW an 
God? Yours only a very: Gleam: and Shadow of fl &+ 
Happineſs, His 'a'true, real-and ſubſtantial one; Why 
Toxrs a Glory embittered with Cares, interrupted Wl fig 
with Tears, Tainted with Luſts; Laden with Wl ye; 
Guilrs, . Subjected to Loſs and Dangers, ending W fan 
iu Miſery and Death: While #zs is a Crown with- WW wa 
our Thorns, Laughing at Fears, Unpollated mii 
with Filth, Impoſſible ro be: Forfeited, growing Wl Ble 
up into a:Celeſtial Glory; and ſhining as long 8  #, 

God himſelf in the brightneſs of Ererniry. ex] 
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C HA P.. VIII. 
Abraham entertains the' Angels that bring 
 bim ana his 'Lady the News of lacs 
Nativity. Flis Interceſſon for the five 
Cities, &C, p10 
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PV Tmenty and five years had 1/aar lain: in the 
\ Womb of the Divine Promiſe, fince firſt a 
Seed-was ſecured unto Abraham; He muſt bea 
Atbiraculons Son; whoſe Parents. had not all this 
while-been Dead enough to make way for the 
Power of God to 'appear in his Birth, When al 
ſubordinate means become wholly defettive and dejpe 
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rate, then is the proper ſeaſon for Omnipotency to 
mork, Through all” this Series of Years, had 
Abraham humbly waited in Faith and Patience, 
upon the God ' that conld not deceive him ; and 
behold now his dim Eyes ſhall ſee the Deſire of 
hs Soul. Thou maiſt not tarry half ſo long for 
an Heaven, Reader, as Abraham did for a Son, 
cer thine Eyes behold the Salvation of Gods, do 
but Exerciſe the ſame Grace with the ſame Con- 
fidence (for faithful is he that hath promiſed) and 
verily thine expettation ſhall not fail. Some thou- 
ſands of Years did the Seed of Abrahamand 1/aac 
wait for the Accompliſhment of the greater Pro- 
miſe of that Heir, who at his coming ſhould 
Bleſs all the World, when in the very Gray 
Hairs of Time, and upon the Death-Bed of their 
expiring Hopes, God performed his promiſed 
Mercy to the Spiritual Houſe of 1/rael. The 
carnal Family was grown by that time fo faint 
and ſhort-fighted, that when he came and made 
his Appearance to them, they could not diſcern, 
but fell a queſtioning whether he were the very 
true Heir or no: They could not believe it to 
be Him, they had zo Eyes to behold his Glory ; 
and beſides, they were Jealous of his Yoice. Nor 
725 he Gay enough to anſwer the Ends they ex- 

xCted from him. The Roman Yoke had gall'd 
heir Necks, and he ſeem*d to be no great Deli- 

erer, they had no Work to do for a Spiritual 

Prince, nor lik'd they his Diſcourſes of an Ipvi- 
dle Kingdom, they loved This too well to fol- 

ow him beyond their preſent Intereſts, which he 
ppeared not much to Favour, and therefore 

Inanimouſly Yote him an 1mpoſtor , cloſing in 
| with 
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with their own Tyrant againſt Him ; They Indi# 
Him of Treaſon againſt Ceſar, and purſued the. 
Articles {o hotly, that they never left him till 
they ſaw Him Dead , on the Croſs; which  * 
God took ſo Grievouſly from them, that he I ' 
Smote them into ſo. perfect Blindneſs and Di- I © 
ſtration, that with the Sodomires they are Y ? 
groping in the Dark, and looking for the Door ll ! 
that gives Entrance into Heaven, but cannot Wl © 
find it to this day, - and are yet ridiculouſly waiting W * 
for Him, that-/zxteen hundred years ago, aud more, 
had his happy NVarizity into the World. Miſera- I © 
ble Men; they kzew not the day of their Viſitation, 
and now it t hid from their Eyes. CE 

To a fair length had Abraham Spun' out the if} 
Thread of his Hop?s, which now ſhall be wound I Y*< 
up in one Bottom of Fruttion. He that was to 
come, ſhall come, and tarry no longer : Patience 
an inſeparable Companion, from a lively Faith in the 5" 
Divine Promiſes. How ſurely ſhall 'the Decrees iſ *® 
of God in due time be delivered of the Bleſſings © 43 
that are in them, to crown up all long Suffering I 2 
into Joy and Pleaſure ! Thus while. this: happy 
Man is ſitting at. the door of his Tent, with a 2: 
Soul full of Divine Contemplation and Comfort, I *t 
Behold, Three Perſons, (in Appearance Mer, iſ 7* 
In Reality Argels cloathed in their Shapes) ſent, iro: 
from, Heaven to his Sarah, with : Orders. to pro- 
vide a Cradle for the little Great Heir of Abra- 
hbam's Hopes and Prayers, that now ſhortly ſhall 
make his welcome Appearance into the World: 
He accoſts them with a Majeſty and Humility 
ſweetly mixt, and becoming well, bis Great Qu 
lity: They may not paſs by him, without re 

i: | ; 2 CeLvIng 
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ceiving ſome Royal Marks of his Courteous arid 
Hoſpitable Soul : Generofity is the” Rich Ena- 
mel of Greatneſs, the very Life of it, without 
which it loſes its Eſſence. . Abraban is the Copy 
of the"trueſt Gentiliry, as of the 'ſtrongeſt Faith 
in the World, to let Princes know that: Honour 
is not incompatible with Picry : He had re- 
ceiyed his Education from the Court of Heayen, 
and accommodates his demeanour-perfe&ly to the 
Model- preſcribed him from above. He -parti- 
cipates of the Nature of Him who. ſpreads the 
Table of his Bownty for all his Creatures to fit 
at. - He has nothing but what is'at the Service 
of 'every one:  Theſe-were Strangers to him , 
yet ſhall not part away from his Royal Tent e&'er 
they- become his Gueſts, He Addreſſes to one 
who ſeems the-chiefeſt of the Three, and (with 
greater Earneſt than others can crave it) beſeeches _ 
them to give him "the Honour of their Company, 
and themſelves the Refreſhment of a ſhort Repaſt, 
Behold Abrabam at home, watching Opportu- 
vities' of doing Good, courting very Strangers 
to'receive his .Entertainment, doubling the Invi- 
tation to clear it from the Jealoulte of a' Comple- 
ment, and afterwards his Cheer to Free himlelf 
from. the ill Reputation of a Churl. They are 
Alien from Abraham's Spirit, who void their 
Houſes to avoid their Duties, and hide themſelves 
rom their own Fleſh ;, or if they keep home them- 


Wſelves, are yet: from home to all others, and 


(what Fob conld not) love to Eat their Morſel 


. £4ove, who are ſometimes Accurſed to that degree 


of Baſeneſs and Cruelty to their own Bodies, that 
they ſtarve Themſelves to {ave the Charges of 
: Þ Living; 
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_ Living, God: hath given them Wealth enongh, 
but no (Power or Heart to eat: thereof, they live 
by Contemplation on what they have, and never 
adventure. to./paſs into Fruition, this is a ſore 
Judgment... + Expedition heightens the Cowility, 
. Abraham haſts:to Sarah ;” Make ready quickly ; and 
_ bimfelf ran to. the Herd: His kindneſs muſt 
not. hinder them in their Progreſs, Time is pre- 
_cions,. the whole Day was not deſigned for the 
_ Belly. Wo unto them that riſe early in the morn- 
.tng that they. may follow ſtrong Drink, that conti- 
meuntil Night, tl Wine enflame them. 
_ The Mafter-of - the Fealt, is'yet ignorant of 
the Quality of his Gueſts. There is no judging of 
1yward ' worth by :outward Appearance, Since a 
plain Yeſture.once Shrauded the King of Glory 
trom the Eyes of Men. Who. many times be- 
tore the milting of his Divinity, with humane 
Fleſh, was pleaſed in Old Time to aſſume the 
Shape of Man, and- paſs Viſits upon his deareſt 
Servants. -#s delights. were with-the Sons of Men. 
He was no leſs Perſon, than the Son of God, 
for whom Abraham was preparing, attended on 
hy. his 4zzels in the ſame form, tho - (by con- 
J?C&ure) ſomewhat inferiour in Appearance of 
Habit, What a; ltately Embaſly 'was this to an 
Avraham 's He is a Mighty. Prince indeed, to 
whom the Kings Son is deputed -Zeyate: 1/aac 
(as. Jeſus;himfelf) hath Angels to Prophefie his 
Conception , and now- is Abraham giving Order 
for. the Annunciation Dinner-. to thoſe Gueſts as 
never had Sromsck for * any 5 but have Spiritual 
Food of their own, .more proper to their holy 
Natwes, while this ſhall be digeſted all "= 
Wi 
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Air: Yet Nine Months hence ſhall - Sarah (find 
the 141k again. In her. own B7eaſts, more genu- 
inely to ſuckle her little S2». The Collation is 
taken for the greater Pleaſure under-a Tree,. 
which then was honoured in lending! her Shade 
to. the Su himſelf, by an humble Dlaration of 
her Branches over. his Glorious ' Head. And 
Abraham waited in Perſon, to- teach us that 
while we do our Duty to Men, at the ſame inſtant 
we. Act it to God himſelf, and do but honour him 
in ſhewing Reſpett to our fellow Creatures: Nor 
need we fear that we forget our ſelves, while' 
we intend it as Glory to him. So well did 
Abraham demean himſelf in this humble Service, 


_ that the Holy Gueſt, ro whom he 'performed ir, 


diſdained not an Imitation of his Fatherywhen he 
Took, on himſelf the form of a Servant, and' canie 
not 0. be miniſtred to, but to miniſter, The Head 
of Angels waſhing the Feer of Men. The Lower we 
ſink in Humility,the Egher ſhall we rebound: in Glory. 
But where is Sarab? Whereis ſhe but where ſhe 
ſhould be, within her own Apartment? Had the 
Gueſts been of her Sex, ſhe had nor fail'd to have 
waited on them with the ſame Officiouſnels and 
Duty ; but now is Obſervant enough in confi- 
ning her ſelf to her own Province, giving an'Ex- 
ample to all her Daughters, of Modeſty and-Obe-' 
dience to their own Husbavds. Tho' ſhe five 
them not her whole Pre/ence, yet ſhe lendsthem 
an Ear; the Contiguity. of her Tent to the Tree 
gives her advantage of overhearing their Dil- 
courſe ; and while ſhe atrtentively liſtens, "finds 
her felf concern'd in the» Conference. Happy 
that Soul who hearkening to the bicficed Words 
] 3 Q. 
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of the ſame Jeſs, while he ſpeaketh' not of us 
only,; but-ro us in his Ordinances, and in ns by 
his: Spirit... 1, will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak, 
for he will-ſpeak Peace, Thus Sarah hearkens, 
and, hears Good. News; yea, ſo -good, that her 


gines that theſe Men only Complement her 
Husband in :Diſcourſ;, which (they think) will 
be moſt Grateful ro him 5; and therefore ſhe 
laughs at the Feſt, confuting its Vanity by a kind 
of Retortion, which is often made uſe of to a ri- 
diculous Argument : The which, how cloſely ſo- 
ever ſhe had Compreſ/s'd within the Concave of 
ker Breaſt 3 yet could ſhe nor detain it from the 
Ears.of a God, to whom - our darkeſt thoughts 
are equally diſcernable with the loudeſt Excla- 
mations. While ſhe-is: weighing Omnipotence 
in the Scales of her own Judgment, and fancy- 
ing it too; light to) encounter with her own 
Weakneſs, .ſhe renders ker ſelf juſtly liable to 
ſevere Cenſure. ; Wherefore did Sarah laugh? 6 
any thing too hard for God? The God who is able 
to raiſe up! Children to Abraham of ſtones, might 
ſurely be thought as able. to do6'it by his own 
Wife, how Hopeleſs or Uncapable ſoever.. The 
Reproof falling ſo heavy on Sarah, and Abra- 


begin to ſuſpect that his Gzeſts were. more than 
Men, and that they carried about them Omni- 
ſcient Ears, Man knows no 'more than what 
he draws from the outward: Organ; but he that 
made 'the Ears, needs none himſelf” to - convey 
Knowledge to him. | Both Abraham and Sarah 
laugh at the Tidings of a '$on, yet is Sarah's 

Ee Pe 1 laughing 


\ 


Faith.is at a loſs to believe it, and ſhe ima. 


bam” being, ignorant of her Guilt, makes him / 
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laughing an Ac perfectly different from that of 
her Husbands ; He lavghing in Faith and Joy, ſhe 
in Diſfruſt and Unbelief. God hath Mercy on 
the Infirmities of his Servants, Sarah is repro- 
ved, but not rejected ; the Reproof ſtrikes up- 
on her Conſcience, and makes her afraid, That 
Fear caſts her into a further-Guilt. She denies 
that ſhe laughed, and is ſhamefully convinc*d 
of what ſhe knew her ſelf Conſcious : Yet ſhall nor 
all this invalidate the Decree. God mill have 
Mercy on whom he will, let Sarah Laugh and de- 
ny it too; yet God will nor deny himſelf: Sarah 
ſhall bave a Son. 

The Embaſſy thus happily concluded, the Le- 
gates depart, they have a Commiſſion to exe- 
cute' of a different Nature e're they return in- 
to Heaven. Abrabam that he might not be dc- 
fetive in the leaſt part of his Duty, performs 
the laſt ACt of his Zoſprrality, and genreelly brings 
them on their way. He had k:2aly invited them, 
literally treated them, now he as Courreonſly dif- 
miſſeth them : He Ran to call them in at the 
firſt, and afterwards Ran to the Herd for Proviſion 
for them: He ſtood waiting upon them while, 
they took it; yet ſtill hath he Feer to travel 
with them. Thus Good Men never fail in doing 
their Duty : they go on from Strength to Strength ; 
They ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall walk and 
mot faint. Abraham's vigorous Heart adds St- 
news to his feeble Foynrs. We ſhould never 
complain of tired Limbs, if we had but zea- 
lous Afﬀettions : Get but Abraham's Company 


.Into thine Heart, thou wilt have Abrabam's 


Heart in the ſame Company: *twas when Chrift 
I 4 waf 


* entions of Yepgeance, P4/5e uvto Calndb,gqnd ſro 
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was not with them, that the three Diſciples fel 
Aſleep. hb 

At the ſteering of -their Courſe towards So, 
dom, 1 doubt not but Abraham's Heart began 
to Throbb : He was no Stranger to the Villanies 
of thoſe Cities, and the approach of ſuch 1ngui- 
ſors as theſe (he fears) will bode them little 
Good. A leſs skilful Augury may ſerve to foretell 
the Deſtruittion of Wickednelſs ; yet is he mo- 
. Ceſtly Silent, and dares not enquire into the My- 
ſteries of God. *T 111 prying into the Eſtate of 0- 
thers,, till we find ſome ſure ground of Security t0 
our ſelves. But Abraham is'the Friend of God, 
and Communication . of Secrets 1s one. of the Yeins 
that conveys Life and Srrength to the whole 
Body of Friendſhip; ?tis not every one that is ad- 
mitted into the Cabals of Princes. Abraham is a 
Favourite, and fit to be one of the Privy Council 
of Heaven : God that had honoured him by a 
Revelation of the ſecrets of his Love to himſelf, 
cannot keep from, him the diſcovery of his In- 
tentions of Wrath on the Wicked. Abraham 
ſhall knaw that his God can be as Fuſft as 
Good, and that few partak'd- of the ſpecial Pri- 
viledges that himſelf was bleſs'd in. ?Tis no ſmall 
Obligation that lyes upon the Faithful], from 
the Knowledge of their differing in Condition 
from the worſt of Men, only by diſtinguiſhing 
Mercy. What are we that thou ſhouldſi manifeſt thy 
ſelf unto us, and not unto the World, Faith grows 


up to a perfeft Stature, by the Knowledge of every | 


aifpenſation of God, The Praphets enforce their 
Doctrines from the Examples of the fierceſt Exe- 
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&c. Abraham, who. hereafter ſhould read Le- 
ures upon Sodoms Flames, to affright his Children 
and Family from Sodom's Luſts, ſhall firſt hear 
with his Ear, and afterwards 1ce with his Eye the 
pernicious and dreadful Deſolation that Sin had 
made upon them, that with greater ſence of 
thoſe Calamities he might terrifie others againſt 
the Sins that procur'd them: God knowing how 
powerfull Application ſo Experienc'd a Preacher 
as Abraham, would ſurely make from ſuch a 
Text. Shall 1 hide from Abraham the thin 
which I do, &c. For I know him, that be wil 
Command bus Children and his Houſhould after him, 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, &c. 

Behold the great Ordinance of Family-Inſtru- 
an eſtabliſh'd by Divine Inſtitution. Abraham 
muſt execute both Offices of King and Prieſt. 
In vain is Obedience exatted from ſnch as know not 
their Duty : But in order to the means of that 
Knowledge, Obedience is juſtly required, and 
FuriſditHon given by God Himlſelf to enforce it. 
I know Abraham, that be will Command hs Chil- 
dren and Servants, &c. If the Sword or the 
Word bs too precarious, look for Confuſion 
and Ignorance to prevail over all. Abraham 
is invelted with a perfeft Puwer to ſubject 
them ro the Diſcipline of God : He was Sove- 
raign over his Family, and. God is ſo far from 
Clipping his Authority, that he gives him the 
Broad Seal of Heaven to confirm his Commiſſion. 


| He had Power of Life and'Death within his 


own Houſe ; they were not worthy to live, ſhould 
they not learn the ſaving Knowledge of the ho- 
ly Commandments ; to little purpoſe- were they 

|  'Ctrenms 
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Circumciſcd m the Fleſh,” if they be not enlight. 
ned into” the Knowledge of that Sacrament, nor 
how far it oblig'd them to Obedience and Dy. Iſ cla 
ty. But I know Abraham that he will teach them, to | 
&c. Even this Great Prince will not think it this 
beneath him to Carechiſe the meaneſt Herdsmay ſand 
. In his Family : 'Tis the Work of God, an Ab-4 ſWthal 
ham hath an Heart to it ; tis a Glorious work, MWHir 
the Saving of Souls, and Abraham ſhall be rewar. MW * 
ded for it: 'Tis tranſmitting Piety -to Poſterj 
ty, and the Child anborn will praiſe God for 
Abraham : ?Tis the advancing the Intereſt and 
Glory of God upon Earth, which never faileth 
to bring to Glory in Heaven. | 

See the decay of Religion, and weep tears of 
Blood : Where lives the Son of Abraham, that 
improves his Aathority in his Family for God, 
and the Souls he hath made (unleſs in a cold and 
perfun&tory manner ?) If an pw caſting off 
the Thoughts and mention . of God, unleſs in: 
curſed Oaths, and fearful Imprecations; if an ut- 
ter baniſhing his Holy Worſhip and Service, as an 
unfaſhionable diſparaging thing: If the Training 
up Children into the low and baſe Opinion of 
the ſtrict Wayes and Methods of Godlineſs, 
(ſuch as their Parents have ſucked in before 
them':) If Servants muſt think 1t 11] Manners to 
ſerve thtir Maker better than their profane Ma- 
fters, and muit. wear the Livery of their Relati- 
on and Vices together : 'If inſtead of Praying, 
Catechiſmg,, and Holy Inſtruction, and Excellent 
Example, which ever flouriſhed in the Great Fa- 
mily of this mighty Prince, there be nothing but 
Prophaneatf, Atheiſm, and all the Trades of Con- 
| fuſion, 
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fafon, driven and carried on with a perfett Indu---' 
fry from day to day; ſurely we.muſt ſadly con- 
n. © clade, that the Good Abraham hath but few Heirs 
». to follow him in the ſame holy Parh. God knew 
it this faichful Servant to be conſtant to his Glory 
an and Intereſt ; and althe World ſhall one day know 
-4 Mthat ſuch as theſe are very Traytors bath to 
k, Him and their Own Happineſs for ever. 

= 'Twas becauſe of this Fidcliry that the Great 
i Abraham was admitted into the Secrets of his 
or Mudgment againſt Sodom : The clamour of whoſe 
id MProvocations would  ſaffer divine Fftice to for- 
th Wbear them no longer. God could not be in Quiet ' 
for them in Heaven ; either they muſt ceafe to be 
thus wicked, or to have any further Bering in 


at the World ; He will eaſe himſelf of theſe Adver- 
d, aries, they ſhall no longer opprels his Patience, 
1d Wor abuſe his Goodneſs: His Long-fwuffering had 
f run out to the utmoſt Extremity. He is now 


ready for vengeance, they Tipe for deſtruttion. When 
the whole World ſhall be white unto the great 
Harveſt, Then ſhall the Sickie of Rvine cur it 


IN 
zo own: Yer ſhall not Execution be done upon S0- 
;f (or before all the Formalities of Judgment pre- 
$, cede; Proceſs and © Enquiry ſhall be made into the 


Merits of their Cauſe. The Fudge of altrhe Earth 
will do right. None ſhall periſh but from 
the plain Evidence and Convittion of their own 
IGailt. "Righteous art thou, O Lord, and juſt are thy 
Tudgments, Two Angels are {ent in Commiſſion 
0 make the /nqui/irion, we ſhall anon_hear what 
he Iſſne of thar Tryal will be. 

Now-is Abraham left with the Lord alone ; 
and 'tis remarkable;that himſelf, who had _ 

= afe 


4 
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fafed to Honour the Tabernacle of this holy Ma 
with his gracious Preſence, diſdains to bleſs the 
Infamous Ciry with the ſame favour. Godis fa Wy; 
from the ungodly ; but he waiteth, here ſtill, to 'c& 
hearken to the Prayer of the Righteons. th 
Abrahart: receives not the News of Sodom”s de. W C, 
ſtruction with any pleaſure at all. + Gods Chil- Wl je 
dren (as himſelf) delight not in the death' of the in 
wicked, but rather that they turn and lwve. 'Tisfl on 
Fury and not Zeal, that on every affront calls for W wy! 
Fire from Heaven to deſtroy. There is a Cyl 
will know this one day, that hath made ſo many Þſ gr 
Maſſacres, and kindled-ſa, many Flames upon the &ſ an 
Bodies of the Saints. Abraham prepares to Plead ſd Io 
as Fiercely as he h2d_ Foyght for Sodom before. How iſ C; 
ſerviceable are the Favourites to the Enemies'of I ; 
God, who yet hate and perſecute them. Down iſ a 
he falls, and on the bare Knees of his very Sol | xc 
Beggs, That God would maintain the Honour of  y 
his own - F#ſtice, and that the Rzghteous might not Hh 
taſte of the bitter Cup of the Wicked: And fur- EW tj 
ther,(lfir would pleaſe him)that the Wicked might  þ 
live for the Righteous ſake, and the Righreous for EW & 
their own. Tho? the Wicked. will not ſuffer the W & 
Righteous to live( for whoſe ſake themſelves live,) | .4 
and with the Fews kill their Saviours, yet are the ſW þ 
Righteous of another Spirit, and world give their fr 
lives, that all Men were as themſelves, the inno- Þ fc 
Cent and blamelefs Sons of Godin the midſt of a crook: 
ed and perverſe Nation. ?Tis wonderful to find, @ t| 
how Abraham by the bare Breath of his Prayers Wd k 
makes the Decree to ſhake : The lifting up of hs © 
] 
P 


Hands prevails within a trifle, to make God let 
fall the Sword of Fuſtice out of his. own. He th 
: duceth 


" _ -of the Gteat Abraham. x69 


'duceth Hint to the Terms of an eaſfie and merciful 
Compoſition. To bring-him to fall from Fifty to Ter 
-was a miglity Conqueſt. Who but an Abraham - 
'could have made ſuch ruggs at the Heart of God, 


that he makes it ſtand within a ſmall point to the 
Compaſs of Sodoms ſafety, which he verily be- 
lieved his ſtrength had effeted ? But 'ris il] plead- 
ing for a bad Clyent ma worſe Cauſe z yet a graci- 
ous Grant treads. on the Heels of every. motion 
which ſo-powerful an Izterceſſorr had made ; and 
Abraham ſhall not ſay, that God had denied him 
one requeſt of his Lips. He that comes with Duſt 
and Aſhes in his Mouth, and thoſe humble Apo- 


1logies for the Preſumption of a poor Nothing 


Creature, on his Heart, as He, can never fail of 
a good return from the Throne of Grace; and 
doubtleſs God ſuffering himſelf to be wnskrewed 
to ſo low a Pegg, does demonſtrate the mighty 
Victories of fetal Prayer, ſo that had there 
been any thing worthy of Saving, Sodom had con- 
tinned to this day. How- happy are we, that 
have a greater than Abraham to intercede for us, 
even the very Same to: whom Abraham pleaded 
for theſe Ciries, is Himſelf become our powerful 
Advocate, and able to ſave' to the nttermoſt, when 
by the vertue of five Wounds he melts away wrath 
from the whole World of his offending People, 
for whom he Prayes. 

What an univerſal ' Defe&:o was' made by 
theſe . Wretches, when not. Tex good Men (ta- 
king in Lors Family with them) can be pickt out 
of Five whole Cities, to ſave them! What a 
Triumphant Court did Lucifer keep in the fair 
Plains of Fordan , where all his Swbjets are - 

well 
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well inſtructed into ſo perfect Obedience to his 
Helliſh Orders, that but One Nonconformiſt F4. 
mily can- be found in them all. How hopeles 
-and: deſperate was the Intereſt of Heaver there! 
Where 'Sin prevails to boaſt of equa/ N umbers, 
'tis very -diſmal ; and amongſt Ter Virgins, for 
" five ot theni to be found Fooliſh; and the Devil 
impudently dares 'to call for the Po# from God, 
But here, the Syrians of Hell are ſo numerous, 
that they fill all the Country, and. not Ter poor 
Kidds appear tobe folded up into a lirrle fi 
for God. 

The Diſeaſe being thus Epidemical and Ont- 
ragious, and the Tokens of Judgment appearing 
ſo thick upon every boſom, Abraham gives over 
the Suit. When Grace it ſelf was weary of 
ſearching after ObjeEts to conferr its Fayours on, 
and could find none, the wind of Prayer ceaſing, 
a terrible ſtorm muſt follow. | 

"Tis worthy our Remark, how patiently God 
Attends .to the Petitions of his Abraham, wait- 
ing {o long till every one was diſpatch'd, and 
he had. no more to Preſent. Abraham himſelf 
was-more weary of. Asking, than God of Grant- 
ing; but when \this. after of Requeſts had no- 
thing more to offer to his Lord, he humbly bows, 
and makes his Retreat to his own Lodgings. 


. 1n Order of Hiſtory, the Fudgment agamſt Sodom 
ſhould here follow, which is made up to the Rea- 
der, in the Book:of Tragedies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP; DS: 


Abraham removes from Mare 7nto Gerar, 

. where Sarah #s taken from him by the. Kyng, 
and reſtored by means of a Dream. The 
Birth of Taac. The caſting out of Tſhma- 
el. Abraham and Abimelech exter into 
League. 


Braham had long enjoyed the ſweet Air and 
Pleaſures of the Plains of Adamre, but the 
Overthrow of. theſe Cities, and the unwholſome 
Yapours iſſuing from the Biruminous Lake, ren- 
dred the bordering Country leſs pleaſant and 
unhealthy for him to dwell in: Beſides now here 
were few leſt-to whom he could extend the Duties 
of Hoſpitality ; he was deprived of the comfort 
of Company on whom he might exerciſe- Piety 
he reſolves therefore to remove ; and doubtleſs 
'twas not neceſſary for Him, who was ordained as 
another Sz to enlighen the dark corners of the 
Earth, to ſtand ſtill too longin one /farion : Other 
Countrees mult be bleſſed in the happy influences 
of his Preſence. You may find him now in Gerar, 
where if . you ſee the' Comedy of Egypt Re-aCted, 
and Sarah become the Siſter of Abraham the ſe- 
cond time, do- not much admire that ſhe is ta- 
ken from hzm, fince Sarah is the Miracle of Wo- 
men; who:now in the Nintieth year of:her Age 
Sable -to. dragg Princes after her, and —_— 
thois 
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thoſe Charms in her Face, that lays all the Scep- 
ters of the World at her Feet. The Learned of 
her Poſterity tell us, That God continued her 
Beaury by the ſame power (as he did afterwards 
Moſes's ſtrength) without any decay or Impeach- 
ment of Waft: And. her Ninety would not have 
paſſed for above Forty in the conjeEure of Judg- 
ment ; the Roſe and. the Lylly ſtill vying ſuperi- 
ority in: her Checks, and ſhe lives a Type of the 
Church, that is without ſpor or wrinkle, but all 
Fair in the Eyes of her Lord. Abimelech is de- 
ſperately in Love, and this is the ſecond time 
that Sarah might have been made a- Queer, had 
ſhe been but the pretended Siſter, tho' we find 
her not repining at the loſs of that-Honour, fince 
to be' Abraham's Wite was greater Dignity than 
to wear all the Crowns of the Earth. This be- 
ing the year of 7/aac*s Conception, God ſends 
out an Tnjunttion to ſtop proceedings; 1t muſt not 
be ſaſpeed that Abrabam's Heir is the reputed 
Son of. the King of Gerar, whom God iſmites 
with: ſuch a diſeaſe, as cools the- Heat of his 
Lult after Sarah," and renders him perfettly Im- 
potent to all. While he'1s ſtartled at the Plague, 
God unriddles it to him ina Dream: There was 
a Lady too many in his Court, whoſe company 
was ever fatal to all beſides her own Husband; 
his own: Life muſt be redeemed by her Lyberty, 
but if he reſtore her not, let him look for Death. 
There are Authors that find ſuch Charafters of 
Piety on this Abimelech,” as have emboldned them 
to ſzonalize him for a Saint z others will acknow- 
ledge him good and Righteous in this At only; 
Some ſay; all was but the effect of a Fright, It 
were 
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were well if thoſe Evidences were found in many 
Chriſtians that profeſs true Grace, as appeared 
-r  inſthis Heathen. You ſhall find, Firſt, That the 
1;  Threatning'had Impreſſion upon him, he Hears 
). WW and Fears, and hardens not his Heart. Secondly, 
ve Ml He humbly Vindicates his: own Innocency : 1 
o. i the Integrity of my heart have 1 done this. Thirdly, 
i- Wl He juſtly fixes the Guilt on Themſelves, who 
he MW had both of them concealed the Conjugal Rela .. 
111 Ml #07. Fourthly, God himſelf takes part with 
e. MW him, and accepts his honeſt Plea: 7 know that 
ne ll thou didſt this in the Integrity of thy Heart. Fifthly, 
ad {As ſoon: as he was: convinc'd of his Error, he 
nd MRepents it. 'Sixthly, He reproves Abraham for 
\ce expoſing his Kingdom to the Dangers of Sin; 
an (which. he knew to be Great : Thou haſt brought 
ye. Mor me and my Kingdom a Great Sin, Seventhly, | 
ids He preſently ſets on the'Duty of Reformation, «8 
1ot Ynd removes the cauſe of the Judgment: He 
ed reſtored bim his Wife. Eighthly, He 4mparts the 
tes {MWMlenaces of God to his Comrtters, that they alſo 
his Might fear God : The Men were ſore afraid. 
Mm. ENinthly, He makes fatisfaftion to Abraham for 
ue, (EE Injury done, and preſents him with Carrel 
as (pd Honey, - Tenthly, Heiſubmirs to the Ordi- 
ny ance of God,, and accepts of the Prayers of 
1d; (47r4hamn as the Means of his Healing. Eleventhly, 
ty, (© <nters Friendſhip with him as a Favourite of 
th, (0d, and thinks' his Kingdom Bleſſed in his 
of {-ompany: Behold my Land is before thee, dwell 
em Mbere irpleaſerh thee. - | 
w- |. What fair Fruits are here growing in the 
ly; ildernefs of Nature, ' while the [ncloſed Garden 

$  overſpread "with ſo many Notſom "Weeds? 

| m whoſe 
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whoſe Heart doth not bleed to- ſee thoſe that 


call themſelves Chriſtians, | Laughing, at thoſe 
Threats that Menace infallible Death to ſuch as 
retain the Luſts They keep! who yet are ſtupi- 
- fied to that degree, .as to think rather that God 
Himſelf is Falſe, than that they themſelves ſhall 
Dye: Wha hath yet Sworn by Himſelf, that they 
are all but Dead Men and cannot Live: If they 
ſhould, His Hononr and Trath mult Dye for them, 
Theſe draw the Curtains about them, and ſleep 
on Securely in their Gus (while yet their Jude- 
ment ſleepeth not : ) They are ſo far from ariſing 
to Reformation with Abrmelech ( whoſe Bed 
could not hold him after the Afﬀrightful Dream ) 
that they fancy no MNeceſſity for any, and they 
reſolve againſt all, till they awake in the next 
World, and Flames open the. Eyes that Si had 
ſhut, and makes them Feel the Tormenting Sence 
of their Folly and Impenitency for ever. 

But: what is ſo rarely found among us, we 
may note all the parts of a True Repentance 
Appearing in this King. With what Care doth 
he clear himſelf: of this matter to God !, With 
what Indionation doth he charge Abraham for 
bringing this Sin and Evil npon him ! Thos haft 
brought Sin. upon my Kingdom. With what Fear 
doth he Summon his Servants about him, to de- 
Clare. the-danger they were in! With what 
Zeal. doth he haſten about 'the removing the 
Cauſethat had. brought that danger upon them! 
What Revenge doth he at upon. himſelf, by lay- 
ing.a chargeable Fine, which he contentedly pays 
unto. Abrahzm for his Folly! From the firſt Reve- 


 . lation. he'\paſſes to. Convittion, from Conviction he 


Proceeds 
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proceeds to Reformation ; from that to Satifaton, 

om all to Abſolution and Health again. If after 
all this. Abielcch's Sonl miſcarry of Heaven; and 
fall ſhort of Salvation, what ſhall become of 
Thouſands that never kept him Company half 
this way, in the high Road to eternal Life ? 

But why doth God ſuffer ' Abraham and Sarah 
to Trip a ſecond time, and ſubje& themſelves 
to the jait Reproof of an Heather; who ſeemed 
in this -the more Righreous: of the Two, and one 
would have taken Abimelechfor the Propher, and 
Abraham for the Pagan; that had heard him ſo 
ſeverely check'd? What ſhall we ſay? Was 
there not Need of a Thorn in the Fleſh ro humble 
bim; under the abtindance of all the Revelations 


that God had made to him? Or was it for our 


ſake? yea for our ſake doubtleſs; that if through 
the Infirmity 'of the Fleſh we ſhould unhappily 
Relapſe into the ſame Sin; - whereof we have truly 
repented before, yet may we not deſpair, wheri 
we rentember that the Great Abraham twice fell: 
Let us be ſure that we 'be Heirs of his Faith, as 
well as of his Frailty, and then will God over- 
look our Iniquity as he-did his, and remember our 
ware co. ; 
. God Himſelf keeping, Sarabs Reckoning for 
her, fails. her not. a day. The Hundredth Year 
of Abraham's Life; is the Joyfulleit that ever he 
ſaw. Now the Womb of the' Divine Promiſe 
opens to Purpoſe, when he ſees himſelf the happy 
Father of the long expected Heir , 'his Faith 
and Patience is ripened into Fruition: * Long did 
the World wait for a Savioxr ,. at the laſt he 
came,, and the World muſt again wait for his 
m 2 ſecond 
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fecond coming to compleat up all their Happi- 
neſs; for yet a little while, and, he that is to come, 
will come, and will not tarry, and the Fuft ſhall line 
by Faith. . The Child at eight 'days Age, .is given 
back to, God, and receives the Seal of that Cove- 
ant .which entitles him to a better Father than 
--. Abrabam. Sarah is ſo aſtoniſhed at the Joy, that i - 
he hardly believes yet, what her Eyes ſee, and IM 
Laughs at the Conceit, how all the World will | 4 
Laugh to hear the News of her being a We if 
Nurſe in her Dry Age: , She gives a good Ex- | | 
ample to her Greateſt Daughters, Not to deny iſ V 
the Breaſt to the Children of their own Boajes; I *« 
Even -the Sea Monſters draw.out the Breajt, - they i © 
_ give ſuck, to: their young ones, but the Daughter of il 7 
my People is become Cruel ,. like the Oftritches in fl 
che Wilderneſs. . Sarah will not. endure that her © % 
little 7/aac_ ſhould have a ſecond Mother, whoſe £ 8 
.HI Qualities he may perhaps anhappily Suck in © £ 
with her kk. 'Tis pity but-unnatural Mo- if fu 
thers ſhould feel the Judgment of a Afiſcarrymy © mM 
Fomb and Dry Breaſts, who have no Rolling of i £0 
Bowels towards their Innocent Babes, who hold up 28 
their little Hands and Eyes, begging with what © Cal 
" Earneſtneſs they can , that they may not be 
turned off to a Stranger. .1/aac is more happ) 
than to be deſerted by his Aorber, ſhe thinks It 
not below her great Ladiſhip to Swaddle up his 4# 
little Body. with her own Hands, and to ſuffer 
the Trouble with the ſame SatisfaCtion that. ſhe 
enjoys the Comfort of a Son. Had Mephiboſherhiif 
Mother been the true Daughter of - Sarah, he hal 
. never been Cr1ippled as he was, by the Negligen 


of a Narſe. "ks 
: ! 
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. Abraham, to keep wp t a Þta 
Country) of his ol& Hoſpitattiyy which 

Left; and Wakifip hold of an 


 erciſed 11- all rhe'Ke | 
Opportunity wheren}Me- might do Good to the 


Souls' of Men bY'his holy Familiarity and ©61#/ 


feretce, as alſo to ſtrengthen his Ritereſt in their 
Aﬀections by an A& of Humanity 'and 'Courteſte, 
Celebrates the Feaſt -of /ſaac*s Weaning with 
great Solemnity and Coſt, and makes roitation' 
of all the Neighbouring Perſons of Quality to be' 
lis Gueſts; where doubtleſs he Sauced his Diſhes” 
with fuch'Excellent Diſcourſes, as tended chiefly 
to the exalting the Wonders of Gods Love: in 
ſo ſignal a Mercy, | as that of a Sorin his Deal 
Fears, and what the World might expedCt in due 
time: from that other Promifed,, who ſhould 
one day come into the World to make them. 
Happy 1n the next. 'He was not "ſhy to read the - 
LeGures of his own Life and Hiſtory, (a Life fo' 
full of Miracles and Benedi@ions) that if by any 
means he might. provoke ſome of them to joyn 
themſelves to the ſame God, that had been Good 
and Kind” to him in every Region. where he 
came. And Sarah had not forgotten the holy 
Trade ſhe drove on ſo' Zealouſly 'in Haran ; ſhe 
had her Arguments too, and helps to Clinch in 
her Husbands "DoFrine by her own Exhortations : 
Abraham's Company mnit needs be the moſt Dc- 
lightful and Profitable ro them, who of all Men 
living was-beſt qualified to ſpeak from his own 


[Experience on” Subjets they had- never heard or 


known, If Forreign Affairs and. . Cuſtoms of 
Nations delight them, he can le2d rhem into 
Egypt, and- acquaint them with- the Intreigues 
m3 on 


% 
Gd 
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of Pharaoh's 'Court, where -himſelf ſo long had 
converſed among them. If AMlitary Aﬀairs bet- 
ter pleaſe theth, he can give them the Faithfuleſt 
account of the Late War ,with' the four. Kings, 
wherein himſelf had been Gexeral. If they will 
liſten to more Melancholly Matters, they may 
hear from him the Tragedy . of :Sodom, of whoſe 
Flames his. own; Eyes had been ſad Witneſſes : * If 
they will paſs from all, and attend te the Won- 
ders of. his own Family, He can recommend to 
them the Advantage of Ciyility to' Strangers, 
foraſmuch as himſelf thereby; had entertaived An- 
gels, and held long Conferences with God Him- 
ſelf: ?Tis a. noble " Deſion to Conſecrate the. Fruits 
of our Lips and Tables together, to the Glory of God 
and the Profit of. Hen. Speech is the peculiar 
Faculty of Man, by which the Sentiments of the 
Mind are communicated and made publick for 
the Good or Hurt of others, - What Care then is 
Incumbent: on the Children of Abraham to ſpeak, 
as, well. as.to A like, him ; 1y mouth. ſhall be 
filled with thy praiſe,” and with thy . Salvation all the 
day long. The Tongue is: the Glory of Man, 
which ſhould. not . be imployed_. in diſkonour to 
God; . he deſerves not to_ſpeak at all ; that 
ſpeaks not .the Praiſes of . his Maker. The 
Feaſt being ended ,, and the. Gzeſts diſmiſſed, 
Abraham returns to make Digeſtion of all, by 
taking a Walk with God in Meditation and 
Prayer, and begs that what had paſſed that day in 
his Family, might redaund to the Honour of 
God, and the everlaſting Good of his Friends. 
Not long after this, there breaks out a little 
'War in his Family-; His two Sons are of different 
4 5207 EE SI ' Mothers, 
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Mathers, and conſequently have different Inte- 
reſts to carry on. Iſhmael (queſtionleſs ſet 
on by Hagar) is found not to bear fo fraternal 
Aﬀefions to little 1/aae, as he ought : He is 
told that he is came into the World to under- 
mine him; who ſtood ſo fair in the hopes of his 
Fathers Eſtate before his Birth : Some are of the 
Opintan, that he minded privily to kill him ; 
Others only that he loaded him-with.Jears and 
Flouts as he played with his Companions, ren- 
dring him” Ridiculous and Contemptible, by 
holding out of the Finger, and puting - out of his Liv, 
boaſting himſelf ro be the true Heir ;; whatſo- 
ever it were, the Fault is expounded by the' Ho- 
ly Ghoſt Bimſelf; into the Guilt of Perſeenrios, 
which is as well perform'd by the 'Sword'of the 
Mouth' as the Hand. ' Little . ]/2ac 4s" an Early 
Martyr, and' the Type- of Him' that was ſought 
for to be ſlain in his Swadling-Cloaths. Herod 
would fain Worſhip-and Xil him ati once, which 
afterwards was effe@ually done by*-thoſe who 
firſt wonnded him by their Lips: Behold ?he 
King of the Fews ;, and then diſpatcheFhim with 
their Hands: The Kinp dies on the Croſs: 
Sarah'knew 'well enough whence all 'this Spight 
and Malice was' derived, the Sons Spirit was 
but Exaſperated by the'envious Mother, and ſhe 
finds no poſſibility of Peace or Seeurity. while 
they continued together in one Family; ſhe pru- 
dently foreſaw ſome danger in' caſe: of Abra- 
bam's Death. What 'knew ' ſhe but - Hager by 
her ſubtil Tnſinuations 'ard Carrie © might 
form ſach' a Party againſt her, that ſhe - and 
ber 1/azc might be caſt out: Therefore, "10" ſe- 
m 4 Cure 
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cure her Self and the Right Heir, ſhe plots be. 
times to prevent the danger, and brings her 


-*. Writ of Ejetment againſt her Adverſary with 


ſuch Paſſion and Reſolution, as. fhe ſeems to 
- conimand the Iſſue of the Suit, before the. Judge 
had conſidered the ground of the Quarrel. Abra- 
ham is the only Arbiter in the Caſe, and is 

hardly ſolicited to give Sentence ;againſt his 
own Bowels. He is divided in his. AﬀeCtions, 
and hath no heart to paſs the Order for his 
own Childs Expulſion. The . thing was very grie- 
vous unto him, becauſe of his Son. While the 
matter hangs in ſuſpence, (and Abraber is ſtrug- 
ling- between the Duties of an' Husband. and a 
Father, and cannot fo eaſily be brought over 
to. forget his Nature and Natural Afﬀections,) 
God Himſelf comes in to give the Caſting Yoice, 
and Votes clearly for Sarah: The good Man 
- that never ſtuck at any thing that his God com- 
manded, he it never ſo grievous or oppolite to 
' his Intereſts, now is willing-to forget himſelf 
and every thing in Obedience to his. Will, 


and gives preſent Order- for the departure of 


the Bond-woman and her Son. He. riſes early to 
begin 'the day with ſo difficult a Peice of Obe- 
dience, having wreſtled all the Night againſt 
Nature, Afﬀe&ion, and Self : Neither Hagar 's 11- 
treaties, nor Jſhmge[s cryes, can work any Re- 
pentance in him, Thoygh they ſought it carefully 
with Tears: He is Obſtinate and Peremptory in his 
Obſequiouſneſs to God, whoje holy Commands 
muſt be” chearfully followed with a Deaf Ear, 
and Heart hardened againſt every thing that op- 
' Poſe them. - We neyer arrive to the degree of 

YAs 
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Abrahams univerſal Conformity ' to the-Divine 
Will, till we ſhut out all 7zchnations to the roi- 
th © nous Solicitations of the Creatures. - a 
to But if nothing will avail, and the young Gen- 
ve I tleman muſt determinately be gone ; we hope : 
a- © the Son" of {ſo great a Prince, ſhall paſs off in 
is | State, with a ſuitable Proviſion of Maintenance, 
is MW and Servants to- attend him : What ſhould (be. 
s, MW the meaning that he who is Propheked to be ' 
is Wl the Father of a Nation, and of Twelve Princes, 
c- MW ſhonld be ſent away with a loaf of Bread, and 
ne Nl «4 Bottle of Water from ſo Great and: Rich a Pa- 
g- WW rent as Abraham: (The Ladies of this Age are 
2 I not. ſo cheaply: wntwiſted from their. Amorous 
er W Gallants, withont Honourable Settlements - for 
,) BE Themſelves and Children.) Abraham was Aﬀe- 
:e, Ml ftionate and: tender-hearted : What ? not ſo 
in | much as a Slave or an Aſs to carry the Waller, 
n- | but it muſt be hung on the Shoulders of Hagar, 
to MW whoſe heavy Heart was ready to Break with the 
if I Load of Sorrow and Care, that already oppreſs'd 
Il, I it? Is Abrabarm grown thus Pitileſs now ? ”Twere 
of | Blaſphemy againſt his Piety to aſſert," that He 
o I whoſe Generous Nature Appear'd in the pro- 
e- © fuſe - Communications of his Charity to very 
ſt I Serangers, ſhould be. thus Penurjous and Miſer- 
n- MW like in his Fatherly: Contributions -to his own - 
e- I Child. / The Learned ſtrive to clear up his Re- 
ly © putatian by many Arguments: Somel fear over- 
is I doit, when they conclude, That Servants and 
4s WM Cattel, and all Accommodations for Lite, are 
7, I included here in-'the; Scripture Phraſe of Bread 
and Water: Others perhaps under-do it, when 
they tell us, that he gave them no more, £ 
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teach them Faich and Dependance upon God, I P 
whom he left to provide for them, ' when that Ml 
little was ſpent. With the ſame Argument He I Þ 
might have ' given them nothing, committing G 
them altogether to the Providence of God, with IM ©! 
the cold Charity of a naked Wiſh, Depart in i *© 
Peace, be ye warmed and filled, Theſe make the ta 
Father of the Faithful almoſt an Infidel, and at MF 
beſt but z Solfidiar : Some falſely enough in. IM! 
pute it to Sarah's Revenge; and they'that aimed IM "© 
at All, ſhould now have Nothing (ſurely he that do 
was ſo well treated in Pharaoh's Court, was 
not ſo ungrateful to a poor Handmaid of his Ii 9": 
Country, to ſend her forth to ſtarve :) Others Lhe 
affix it to their own Jnſolence, who were grown ſer 
too rude and turbulent in the Houſe of Abrahan, 
 The'moſt *probable conjecture that beſt agrees iſ 3 
with all Circumſtances, is, that, what was now W 2! 
given them, 'was'to ſerve only for preſent ne- 
ceſſity, and' Abraham direfting them whither to ble 
£0, promisd 'to take care to. ſupply them fur- 
_— their: Neceſlities required : which alſo 
id. «£44. Af: £.5 : #3* 4557 OI 
'Till 1/aac's Birth, the Bondwoman and her WW 1 
Son had quiet entertainment in Abraham's Famt- | 
ly: Now the Heir is born, they agree not to- 
gether ; but Hagar trudges out with her Borele 
and Bag to wander in the Wilderneſs : Who ſees 
not the 0/4 Law marching after her (with all 
its Ceremonies in' the ſame Bag) at the briny- 
ing in of the: New ' by Feſws Chriſt, the true 
Heir of Righteouſneſs and Salvation :- For ever 
are they departed: now, to return no more 1iy- 
to the Church''of God : And chow peaceable 
| poſleſſi- 
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; 8 poſſeſſion Sin doth. enjoy in the Natural Heart, 
3 I where it. rules all che Roſ#, hath an abſolute Do- 


7. © minion, and beats down all before it ;, till anon 
'- Ml God in pity to the miſerable Soul, gives it 
th I Grace to. conceive the true Heir, which once 
Formed , and growing up to ſome Strength, 
he WY fakes. Arms, and with the Afliltance of Heaven 
maintains the War, which is happily Crown'd 
n. © with. thorough Conquelt of allQppoſition, and 
of nankag its Palms in the Everlaſting King- 
- Hagar and: Iſhmael are gone, whoſe wandrings 
vis Wl 2nd ſufferings in the Wilderneſs, are: bur a far- 
« MM ther, Alegory of the prefent Sorrows of the mi-. 
an Wl {frable:Poſterity of Abraham , who when the 
true Her appeared: in the World, were then 
6 13 poſſeſſion of: their . Fathers Houſe : But for 
mocking and Perſecution; of the Great promiſed 
16. (900, are dealt .with as 1ſhmael, caſt out of the 
t6 Ml Þlled Inheritance of! both Canazns, and are 
ir- @ vaudring;jn; the Deſar: of damnable Error with 
Mr the: Wafer of an 1inſupportable Burden on their 

 WShoulders,, feeding {till on the muſty Bread, and 
jr Ml crinking out of the: Qld Borrles, the ſtale -Puddle 
Water of the Law, in contempt of the pure 
Springs of . the Living Water fo. freely offer'd 
them, 'and the. New Wire of the everlaſting Go- 
ihe They lye with /ſhmael under a Shrub, not 
lo ſenſible of their 'Pezzry as he, forlorn and de- 
jected, with the Curſe. of the Blood of Jeſs up- 
on them: They. periſh-1in the midſt of Abun- 
dance,.-and have. no- Eyes to ſee the Well of Life, 
out. of which the whole Church is. ſo ſweetly 
refreſhed. in Vivacity and Power. O that 
VT the 
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ſame Good Angel would come with a Meſlape 
of Comfort and. Mercy to them, as he did unto 


Hagar, and taking away the Veyl that is upon 
their Hearts to this day, they may clearly per- 


ceive the things that belong to their Eternal Peace ) 


Even ſo come Lord Jeſus, Come quickly! - 
Holineſs is that Great Luminary (darting its 
Beams ſo conſpicuouſly round about the World 
where it ſhines) that, draws every Eye to ad. 
mire it, -rendring its Subjets ſo Amiable, that 
thoſe who cannot ſhine in the ſame Light, deſire 
yet to fit under and enjoy itsBleſſed Influences. Abra: 
ham ſcattered the Divine Rayes of his Piety and 
Goodneſs ſo illuſtriouſly over all the: Kingdom 
_of Gerar, (for which God had ſent him thither) 
that the very Court is Clarified by his Bright. 
eſs, and cannor think its ſelf happy without a 
nearer Conjun&tion with: this Great Planer. Sa- 
rah's Beauty had Fetter'd the AfﬀecCtions of this 
King already ; now is his Underſtanding Captiva- 
ted perfetly to the divine Preſence of Abra- 
bam*s- Piety. What a Glory was it to this 
Great Saint te ſee Abimelech himſelf, with Phi- 
col his Lord-General, and all their Princely Re- 


tinue,” come bowing to him, and making earneſt 


Sait that | he would become their Alle. The 
King had found by experience that God had 
bleſſed his Kingdom for Abraham's ſake; and 
now Abraham muſt bleſs Abimelech for his own 
ſake : He had certainly learn'd how great things 
God had done by and for ' Abraham, and there- 
fore thought-it a part of true Policy to confe- 
derate himſelf with ſo great-a Favourite, and 
to. enſure the Friendſhip of him that was yo 
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Friend of God: He grounds his Requeſt upon 
| Abraham's Interelt, and nearneſs to God. 'Gods 
with thee in every ; thing that thou doſt. A very 


Glorious Teſtimony. out of the Mouth ofa Kr 


<4) 


and doubtleſs no whit ungrateful unto [Abraham 


himſelf, who loved to hear the Kindneſſes of 


his God'to him acknowledged by very Hea- 


thens : This gave Abraham the Honour, and Abi- 
melech the Benefit of the League. If God were 
with Abraham, how much ſhould Abimelech ad- 
vantage himſelf by his Friendſhip ! . And the 
King knew - well enough how: far he ſtrength- 
ned himſelf ' by being in” Covenant with him 
that was in Covenant with God : That God-who 
had ſworn to him to be a Friend to his Friends, 
and. an Enemy to his Enemies: Hence he is ſo zea- 
loys to” perpetuate the Agreement, that | he 
moves for the durable Extenſion of ir . to his 
Heirs and Succeſſors : His Son, and his Sons Son ; 
and will have it confirmed: by the higheſt Ob- 
ligation of a Sacred Oath, which binds the Con- 
ſcience under the dreadfulleſt penalties. Well 
did Absmelech know that Abraham (having once 
{worn) would ſuffer even Death it ſelf, rather 
than to be falſe to his Covenant, or incurr 
the Anger of his God. (Piety hath aplace in the 


' Conſciences, tho not in the Aﬀettions of Strangers 


to God.) Abraham would be ſtedfaſt enough 
when once he had faſtened him with the Nail 
of the Sanfiuary :- And himſelf ſhould dye with 
greater ſatisfation, when he had confirm'd his 
Succeſſors by linking in their Intereſts with his. 
He cunningly makes him the very Gzardian of 
the Prince, whoſe Crown would never. totter 
ON 
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on his Head, while he had ſs formidable 9' Per: 


fon as Abraham to keep it 'on 3 who had made 
Four Kinss to flie before him: Therefore by this 
Oath is, Abimelech and his Heirs ſecured both a- 
gainſt Abraham himſelf, (whoſe growing Great- 
neſs he miglit juſtly fear) ſo-againſt all others by 
his means. Thus had God- cauſed the Dread of 
Abraham to fall on the whole Coxrt and Kingdom 


of Gerar : X ings and Gemerils fall low' before him, 


and Devote themſelves to. him, while he the 
more humbly bows to his God; and under all the 
Courtſhips of Crowned Heads; Remembers that 

his own muſt ſtoop to the Daſt. 
| Abraham who had before ſtrncken a Leagne 
with Heaven; was not puffr up with a vain Elation 
of being a Confederate with a King, who' ambi- 
tiouſly ſought that Honour from him © The high- 
eſt Promotion on Earth, cannot ſwell the mind that 
cloſely united with God. All the benefit he draws 
from it, ſhall advantage the Kingdom, whom he 
bleſſes with his Preſence, and Five and twenty 
years Reſidence in it. He had pitched his Tent 
at Bereſheba, where he planted a Grove (atid needs 
muſt the Trees thrive well, that are ſet by ſo good 
an hand.) Fonathan tells us, *twas an Orchard of 
pleaſant Fruits,'wherein he-made his Oratory, and 
took many a delightful walk with his God by 
Contemplation and Prayer; here alfo he uſed to 
entertain his Gueſts that viſited him ; making 
themſelves more: happy by his Company than his 
Cheer (which yet was ever- ſuch, as ſpoke the 
great Heart of a generous Abraham) from whom 
they never departed without Invitation to take 
ſhare with hia of a greater Feliciry-in Heaven, 
| always 
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ae. \ always plying them with ſuch prevailing Argu- 


ww. Wa WW. in gqQw =! 


* ag 


GA. 


ments from his endearing Lips, as made many of 
them hunch away their unprofitable 7dols, to 
make, room for the Worſhip of the True God. 
Mark Reader, what a butie Trade 1s the great 
Abraham driving on for the glorious Erermy z 
does he live ro himſelf in the Aﬀfuence and a- 
bundance of all his Riches and Honours ? Are his 
Aims, or the Ends of his Life any other, than 
ſuch: as tend to rhe glory of his' God, and the 
good of Souls ? Even Pagans and Infidels flock in to 
him, to embrace his Kindneſs and Connſelis toge- 
ther ; they are Courted and kealited into his Reli- 
gion, hisvery courtefies Convert them, they cannot 
but be convinced that . Abraham?s God muſt be the 
only Trae one, tho had poliſhed him up into all the 
perſeCtions of a ſweet Nature, and ſuch raviſhing 
Grace that dragg'd all the World after it, and 
envaſſal'd all his Admirers, and ſhould they not 
be perſwaded by him, either would they, ſhould 
one come t0 them from the. Dead. | 


CHAP. X 


Ifaac's | Immolation. 


Hile Abrabar is thus paſſing away his 

V Days in a conſtant Courſe of Pleaſant: 
and. Profitable Duty, God is contriving: to im- 
ploy him in a Service that ſhall render the Ho- 
nour of his Obeatence more Eximious and Re- 
nowned than all he had hitherto done ; ro keep 
On 
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on and trace the High way of vulgar and-ording3 

ry Duty, is the workof every common Profeſſour : 
But Abraharſhall do that at the command of God, 
which none but an Abraham could do beſides, and 
what all the World ſhall admire him for, till 
Time it ſelf ſhall be no more. By Nine Tryals al. 
ready had God experimented the Integrity of his 
Loyal Heart; yet (as if all theſe were nothing) 
a Tenth ſhall follow, the Bittereſt of them all : 
If Abrabam's Faith hold out in this; Heaven and 
Earth ſhall know how worthy he is of the Favour 
and Goodneſs of God, and how entirely he had 


obſerved the Conditions of the Covenant , that 


obliged him to pay an wniverſal ReſpeCt to all his 
Commandments, how'Severe and Difficult ſoever ; 
let us. ſee with what Gallaztry of Spirit he will 
acquir himſelf in this laſt and greateit Encounter. 

Twas bat a little while, fince he. had parted 
from a Son at the Command of God, yet that 
' loſs (tho' very grievous)- was made up to him by 
another, which was dearer to him at Home. Burt 
now comes a Second Summons, for This alſo, who 
mult paſs, not out of his Houſe only, but Life; 
and (which was yet more afflitting) by his own 
Hands. Take now thy Son, thine only Son Iſaac, 
whom thou loveſt,, and get thee to the Land of Moriah, 
and Offer him there for a Burnt-offering upon one of 
the Mountains that I will tell thee of : Behold all the 
many Promiſes of God, and all the many hopes 
and comforts of Abraham's Life, perfe&ly cut off 
and deſtroyed. at one \Blow. Strong were the 
Heart-ſtrings of Abraham that could hold out 
from Cracizng at the breaking out of the Firſt 
{yllables of this Killing Command ; but could he 


live 
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live ſo long as to hear out the whole Sentence ? - 
The Rabbins fancy ; that God himſelf doubted 
it, and therefore have feigned,, that God: to 
give him a breathing time; brake i in pieces by 
many Abruptions, framing it into a Dialozue ; 
Wherein God is made to begin: Abraham rake 
thy Son To which Abraham Anſwets,l am ready; 
Lord, (well hoping it might have been 1ſhmae!,) 
But which of my Sons doeſt thou call for, for 
I have two? Abraham yet little daunted, God 
replies to him, Thine only Son ; To whom Abras 
ham again (not willing to underſtand it of 1/aac ) 
Each one of them ts the only Son of his Mother : Nay 


- but (faith God) The Sor whom thois love/t: This 


touches cloſe: To whom therefore pantingly, 
Lord thou knoweſt that I love them both ; God to 
end the diſpute is fain to diſcriminate; *T7s Iſazc 
thine only Son whom thou love$F, thou muſt takz him - 
But whither Lord muſt I carry him ? To the Land 
of -Moriah ; - And what to do with hini there ? 
Offer him up for a Burnt-offering :. 1s the old Man 
alive? If {9 let him live for ever. May we carry 
6n the Dialogue a little without offence, -to the 
Glory of Abraham's Obedience, who never ſo 
mach as opened his Mouth in the Teaft ro diſpute 
the will of God: Lord, How long have thine 
Altars thirſted for ' humane Blood? I have Of- 
fered up many a Sacrifice before , which have 
pleaſed thee well : Will nothing fatisfie thee now 
but the Blood of my Child ? Take 7 ſay thy Son; 
Each Tifedel can offer up the Biood of Beaſts to rheir 
Deities, but thou muſt exceed them all in the Sacrifice 
of thine own Child, to thy Co. But Lord; if no- + 
thing leſs than humane Blood will ſuffice; may. 

N nor 
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not 1ſaac beexchanged fora Slave, or as many of 
them as thou ſhalt pleaſe to catl for ? No, the 
Blood of Slaves ts a flender Offering to that of thine own for 
Son, *rts aac humnſelf muſt Bleed and be the Vithim., 
If then mine /ſaac muſt die, will no hand content 
thee to Offer him but mine own? with what I. 
Heart ſhall I be able to Sacrifice mine own Child ? I "* 


' TIVor will I favour thee in this, *tis thine own hand muſt Nl <** 
vive the fatal ftroah; Behold I have taken upon || "© 
me to ſpeak to the Lord : What will become of | "* 
thy Great Name, when the very Heathen ſhall ” 


hear that Abraham's God requires ſo unnatural a 
Sacrifice as this? Fear zot, for mine Honour not N 
{ubjefted to the cenſures of Men, who can raiſe upa NN, * 


&lory ro my ſclf, by the Sacrifice of them all to my thu 
Fultice, O let not the Lord be angry, and I will WI 
{peak but this once ; by whom ſhall Jacob arife, it a 
iſaac be: cut off, and whar ſhall become of thy - F 
Truth and Covenant to thy poor Servant ? Shall hy 


thy Faithfulncfs and Promifes fail for evermore? 
17s 1 that wilted Sarah, and gave ber a Sou when 
ſhe laughed in deſpair , and once thou . believedſt a- 
Tainſt Hope ; Is. mine hand ſhortaed that it cannot 
fave? May 1 not raiie up another 1/aac unto thee, 
or do means fail. me to accompliſh ail my Pro- 
miſes,- are they confin'd allto the life of this Son; 
Ariſe therefore and Fake him, &c. 

Let the baſe World bluſh and be confounded 
that hath learned to Quarrel and wrangle with 
every trivial Precept of God that crofles their 
Eaſe and Intereſt, or ſeems bur alittle to break un 
upon their Carnal Hopes and Confidences ; When 
they ſee the Great Abrabam paying an humble 
and undiſputed Obedience ro ſuch an Injunction 

| as 
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az lets out the fe Blood of all his Foyes and Com- 
forts on Earth. God bad mile with him an Ever- 
lafting Covenant, ordered 16 all thinss ati ſute* This 
5 all bis deſire and all bis Satvition, alrhowoh he froxld 
Wl ot make bis Houſe to grow. Who can Fe" Him 
| I riling early' to whet the Saerfficing bi that muſt 
| Ecut the Throat of his beloved 1jarc, ant giving 
| orders for. the clcauing the Wood, thar miift after- 
e I wards Burn his deareft Boy into ſhes. 4nd 
| Faſtening His Sor and, Servarrsto the fourney ? 
The Lord. hath a Sacrifice to be Offered on the 
* EMount of Moriah; how is This Righteous Sout 
ſrairned, wt ir be fullflea! Who can tee him 
thus buſie in the Annhilation of his own Fleſh; 
1 {without |belleving thar his AﬀeQions 'were all 
f taviſhed away into Heaven,, and that Divine 
Grace had' abſorpd him to chat degree, that be; 
, ſeems to have little of #447 or Farher appearing 
> Win him. As" Lev, he keows zot bis own” Childyen, 
but packs. away the oze "into Banifhmenr at. the 
Command of God, and: the orher i Into Death! $0 
wholly. earer #p by divine \Feal, that for three 
whole days togerher (Frivelling: cowards the 
atal Monnt) he hath both-his Eyes fo ihteutibely 
xt on the holy Cotintandment, that he Corh 
not formuch as glance on his/1/2ac, whon he De- 
aq ({'otcs unto Good, and looks bn h:m as nothing but 
*þ ſhes already. The Lav of kts God, (that by this 
" Kommand had- diſpenifed* with the very Law- of 
ature) was io ſtrong upon his Hearr, that he 
comes obediently Unnarural and Cruel, not in 
le BU leaſt repining as Jacob againlt God ; "Me haſt 
bou- beredved of my Children, Whmael is not, and 
ir thou take aac alſo ? all theſe rhinos are ardinft me. 
n Zz Not 
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Not fo much as pouring out one Prayer to re- 
voke the dreadful tnjunftion : Farther if it be 
poſſible, let this Cup paſs away.” But totally reſign- 
ing Himſelf, with his Bleſſed Heir: Ler thy will and 
aot mine be done. O Holy Abraham,how Illuſtriouſly 
do the. Graces of Him ſhine forth upon thee, 
that would*be Nothing glie than what' he was 
unto. God! Thou art that Righteous Man of the 
Eaſt, that hath learned to fall-down and lye thus 
Submiſiively at the Foor of God : Whither ſhall 
we goin Piprimage to find out the leaſt Track 
of thine Obedient Steps ; there is ſcarce a little 
Line of, thy Miraculous Devotion left upon the 
Face of the Earth. :*: +... 

Though Sr. Auſtir and ſome few more are 
Pleaſed, to give Sarah the Honour of conſenting 
to the Death of her Sox at, the Will of God, yet 
others more generally. deny it ; .and, that Abra- 
ham, atraid that her Faith.might be.drown'd in 
the Flyod of her Paſſion, very prudently-conceal'd 
the Divine fandare from, her till after the Execu- 
tion,.(and that poſſibly he:might bring her back a 
* Son preternaturally: railed out of his own Aſhes; 
for his God, was Almighty.) In vain ſhould he 
occaſion a Precipitation, of her Sorrows , the 
woful Tidings would fall,too ſoon. as. a Talent 
of Lead to cruſh and, break: her miſerable. Heart. 
- *Tis Abrabam alone hath that Maſculine Spirit 
to bear up under fo ſinking an :AMiQtion as 
- ig EO, | 
Nor doth the Appearance of the fiery Mow 
tain, upon which his Son mult be Offered, dif- 
may him: David (piteouſly lamenting the Fall 

bur of a Friend) bitterly execrated the. Gilbu 
Fe , | that 


of the Gzeat, Abraham.” _ 193 
that had ſuckt in the Blood of his Jonathan » 
devoting it to the Cur/e of Heaven for. ever : 
- I But Abraham can view the place where the Fire 
a | muſt conſume his deareit Child, and. yet, with 
ly i Aaron bold his peace. And now, what his Faith 
c © aſſures him will be acceptable to God, his Fear 
as I tells him may not he ſo very Grateful to Men. 
ie I He prudently diſmiſſes the Servants, whoſe Eyes 
us WF and Hearts (he thinks) would not ſerve- them ro 
ll F view what his own unhappy Hands muſt A#:; 
ck = He deſires no Witneſſes of ſo Tragical' a'Sacri- 
le fice. *Tis enough that he who had ſet him on 
nc Wl the Work (and could not but See him) ſhould. 

Si2n the Cerrificate of his Faithful Obedience and 
re i Service. While he Approves himſelf to .God, 
ng he values not the (Teſtimony of Men : He cries 
&@ not as Jehu to Fonadab, Come ſee my zeal for the 
'4- Þ Lard. Some fancy . that he lefr them behind , 
in leaſt (when they ſhould ſee him doing what 
'UF he muſt do) they might think that. he had left 
u-Y his Wirs behind him, and ſo might hinder him 
£10 of his Duty (as once the Good Meaning Friends 
5; of Jeſs did him) on pretence of Diſtraftion 
hel and Want of Senſes. It was not improbable , 
he but theſe young Men might have obſtrufted his 
en Offering , from as Ardent Zeal to their - young 
rtf Maſter, as thoſe. afcerwards who reſcued Fora- 
ritY than {Sworn to Death) from the Hands and 
all Oath of his Violent Father. But Abraham will 
not be interrupted by Men, in a Duty which 
5 commanded him by God. - If he himſelf will 
cut the Cords of the Sacrifice, and his Tſaac's Re- 
demption be wrought by the ſame Authority from 
Heaven that his Death was impoſed, moſt happy 
| N 3 ſhoule 
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ſhould he think. himſelf; hut no other Hard 
ſhall take him from the Alrar, than the Divine 
one that laid him on. Whence then 1s His Au. 
thority, who pretends 4 Power to Diſpcnſe againſt the 
Poſitive and Abſolute Commands of God! 

The Servants and. Beaſts are disburthened , 
while the whole Load 1s laid upon /ſaac ; the 
Sor 1s oppreſſed and the very Slaves go free, yet 
he - Murmurs not: Who Sees not here thoſe 
Innocent | Shoulders that once. bore our Griefs and car- 
ried our Sorrows ? ,The . Intquity of us all was laid 
upon him, yet he opened not his Mouth, Can we 
view .Jſazc bowing under the Wood that is de- 
ſign'd ro devour him, and not behold our deareſt 
Saviour Fainting under the welght of his own 
Croſs, both aſcending by weary Steps the very 
fame Mont ? | 

Abraham and Tſaac, the Holy and the Spiri- 
tual; theſe tug with difficulties, and attain to 
Mount $07 the City of God, while the Carzal 
and the Brutiſh lag below, and periſh in the 
Valley of Darknets and Death, where no Sacrl- 
fice is offered by them, none 1s accepted for 
them, zheir Iniquity is not purged by any offerino for 
ever... 

Nor 1s there any-true Son of Avravam, but 
who (in this Life) divides Himfelf; the Brutthh 
Part 1s, left behind here below, while the Aſpirizg 
Soul climbs the Hil! to meet with God, and 
doth ſo effeCtually prevail with him there, that 
hereafter the poor Daſ# ſhall be called up 
too., and participate of thoſe Divine Quatre: 
that' will fit it for ſo Glorious a Commu- 
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The Aſcent to the Mount, was the molt 
difficult part of the whole Jonrney, and ftrong 
is the Body that hears up it Self againſt its Pro- 
clivity and Steepneſs : Yet muſt not 1faac be 
pitied, but inſtead of caſe hath an heavy Bur- 
then heaped npon him by a Father that tenderly 
loves him, with deſign it may be to.make him 
weary of the Worid, and. more willing to dye 
and paſs out of it, while the Slaves and Brutes 
are at caſe, and free from All below : If rhe 
Cares of Life that are common to all, are found 
too light to humble the deareſt Children of God 
and keep them low; behoid God hanging on 
them thoſe Weights of Affliittion that ſhould make 
them more ſenſible of their Filerimage Eſtate , 
and caule them to Sigh for Redemption ant! 
Eaſe: Nor 1s he leſs a Father, becauſe (with 
Abraham) he bears the rife in one hand, that 
lets out the Blood of their dangerons Corrupti- 
ons, and the Frre in the other that 1s to burn 
up their Combuſtible Luis, fince while they 
Groan Himſelf is Aitlifted, and under a ſeem- 
ingly Cruel Hand , doth ever retain a molt 
Zracions and comp: :ffionate He cart, which har- 
bors no other purpoſe by the rongheſt Wind of 
his Fury, than the fanning avay heir Imgquity ;; 
themſelves at laſt ſhall find this happy Fruit by 
the Storm, that 1t hath taken away nothing but 


Sn, though they know as little the end of 


Gods Proceedings, as J/aac did thoſe of his 
Father, when he ſo Innocently pur the queſtion ; 
My FE, ather, behold the Fire and the Wood,” but nhere 
is the Lamb for a burnt Offering ? 
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Is Abraham become, as Lot's Wife, a Pillar of hi 
Haranefs and Inſenſibiliry ? Or was this a Rebelliou u 
Son, whom he delivers up to Juſtice and Death ? h 
Or why do we zo fce him ſtaggering under the A 
welght of fo killing a Temptation as this: That al 


no doubt pierced deeper into his very Soul, than 
the firit Command of God? No, if Abraham al 


could have melted at al}, it had been when this it 
| hot Glezm beat fo ſtrongly upon - his Heart, tl 
Iſaac cannot forget that he is Bleſſed in ſo dear ki 


a Father as Abraham, though Abraham muſt for. tk 
get that he was ance Bleſſed in ſo dear a Child 1 
as 1/aac: He muſt learn to anſwer neither to the I 0! 
Name nor the Nature of a Father, It evidently C 

ews us, with what Care Abraham had ſtifled tt 
ail his Grieſs within his own Boſom, that he 1 


had nor hitherto {ſo much as let fly a S72h or U] 
Groan uritrangled , that might ſurvive to give n 
Intelligence to J/aac, that there was-no other 
; Sacrifice to be expected than Himſelf. 7 nn 
4 A Frantick Outragiouſneſs under Sufferings, is | V 
but digging into the Wound, and cauling it to tl 
bleed at a wider Orifice, when ftlent' Submiſſion u] 


| makes half rhe Plaifter that heals it up. If it Ne 
| be the. good Pleainre of Heaven to clap Fetters i 


upon us that we would not wear, while we madly v] 
t jtrive to tear them off, we do but rend our a 
own Fleſh, and make the 1r07 to enter the deeper hl 


into our Soul. If the hard Burden of the Lord 


hth fallen upon Abraham, which would have % 
ſunk any but Himſelf into Death ; what doth | * 
he but with holy 7c, take it qucrly on his F 
ſhoulder, and bind it as a Crown to him. This heavy , 

God Ff 


firoak from. //aar's Mouth ( charg'd by 
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himſelf for a greater Tryal) and lighting 
upon the very Wound, is ſo far from moving 
him to let go his /ztegrity, that under the freſh 
Aſſault of this menacing. Blow, he ſtill firims 
above Water, and holds it faſt. 

Tfaac is the Sacrifice that Himſelf calls for , 
and Abraham only knows it, though 1ſaac knows 
it-not; yer God knew that he intended another, 
though Abraham knows it not: The Sor is not 
kept in greater Darkneſs by the Farther, than is 
the Father kept by God. How little does Man 
know of his own Concerns in the future Event 
of Gods Decrces? Some paſs merrily on, be- 
cauſe they' ſee not the Dangers that are before 
them, while others mourn- under [ealouſies of 
Troubles, .that (God knows) ſhall never come 
upon them. The Prophecy ſhall come to paſs 
indeed, and God will provide, another Sacrifice. 

Foſephus hath adventured to Fancy the Argu- 
ments by which Abraham ( now come to the 
Mount, having erected the Altar and made all 
things ready ) prevailed with 7/aac to ſurrender 
up his Life unto God. - But I ſhall do my Reader 
no Injury, if I preſent him with another which 
the Golden Pen of our Excellent Hall hath drawn 
up to my hand, as deſpairing to find any where 
a more Natural or Powerfully EffeEtual than 
his. 

*© My Sor, thou art the Lamb which God hath 
** provided for this Burnt Offering, if my Blood 
**rould have excuſed thee, how many thou- 
* {and times had I rather to-give thee mine Onz 
* Life, than taken thine : Alas! IT am full of 
ff Days, and now of long time have lived _ 

F . _ Khyt 
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<< but in thee. Thou mighteſt have preſerved 
© the Life of thy Father, and have comforted 
<< his Death, but the God of ns both hath cho- 
*c {en thee: He that gave thee unto me Mira. 
© calouſly, bids me by an unuſual means return 
<< thee unto him. I need not teil thee that ] 
<< Sacrifice all my Worldly Joys, yea, and my 
<< Self in thee ; But God muit be obeyed. Nei- 
<* ther art thou too Dear for him that calls 
*© thee. Come on my Son, reſtore the Life that 
<< God hath given thee by me; offer thy ſelf 
© willingly to theſe Flames, Send up thy Soul 
<& cheerfully unto thy Glory, and know that God 
< loves thee above others, ſince he requires thee 
« alone to be Conſecrated in Sacrifice to Him- 
* Self. | 

Behold the very Figure of him - that hath 
ſaid, 1 and my Father arc One; One in Nature 
and One in Will. Iſaac layeth down his Life of 
himfelf ( with Feſws) and no Man taketh it from 
him. He gives up himſelf with the ſame Relig- 


nation: LolT come to do thy Will, O God. 


Let us only Contemplare waat Conflicts Young 
Iſaac endured in his Boſom, 'twixt the different 
Intereſts of Fleſh and Spirit; what Struglings 
'twixt Nature and Duty (for a while) as the 
different Twins in Rebekahs Womd ; till recol- 
lefting his Spirits, and rouzing up his Faith, he 
humbly adareſleth his Deareſt Father with ſach a 
Retortion as this. 

_ © My Father, though Nature onee framed into 
* Life grows kind and dear to it Self, and. Fleſ 
*< is not. eaſtly perſwaded to paſs into Nothing, 


*< if by any means it 'can preſerve and maintain 
cc, 
Its 
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* its own Being: And we ſee all the World 
«ſticking in Self, and faſt Bound to the pleafing 
« Enjoyments of the preſent Life: Yet the Son 
«of Abraham hath been Edncated into better 
« Hopes, and hath been taught to Obey bur ne- 
«ver to Diſpute the Commands of his Father's 
«* God. Yes, Sir, your Iſaac 1s ready to ſur- 
« render up the Life he hath received ; Seek not 
&« for aty other Offering than your own Sonu, who 
<« js prepared to Bleed on the Holy Altar of God, 
« 3nd approve himſelt the Obedient Child of 
© ſo Good a Father, by whoſe excellent example 
{ he hath learn'd to Reſign up -his All to his 
« Maker, | 

See the patient Yi&im kiſſing the Coras that 
bind him, and the fatal Knife that 1s ſharpned 
to let out his Blood and Life, while his Father 
inwardly Bleeds more Drops than he, and hath 
jaſlt Strength enough left to lift up his trembling 
Hand to give the Mortal Srroke, which Heaven 
never deſign'd that Iſaac ſhould feel or ſuffer : 
Real Intention weighs as heavy in the Ballance of the 
Sanftuary as the beſt Afton: Thou aveſt well Abra- 
ham, 1 that it was in thine heart to build this Tem- 
ple mnto God : Which though uneffeCcted, ſhall re- 
tlect an equal Honour upon thee. | 

When God called young Samel, he aroſe and 
went to El:, for as yet he knew not the voice of the 
Lord. But Old Abraham hid been fo long ac- 
cuſtomed to Celeſtal Sounds, that the Voice ot 
an Angel conld be no Surprize unto him. He 
that, ever kept his Ears open to every Call of 
God, could not be Deaf to this 47»ſick, that 
raviſh'd his Ear and Heart together. 'Iwas a 
very 
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very Melancholly Nore, Take thy Son Iſaac, and 
offer him up, &c. But now the Sphears ſtrike up a 
more melodious Tune, Lay not thine hand upon the 
Lad. Yet Abraham danced after both, but his 
very. Soul makes a Caper at this. He that refuſed 
not God in the killing, very eaſily obeys him in 
the Sparing of his only Son : Commanas that Run 
counter t0 our Wills muſt all be received ; but thoſe 
that jump in with them are embraced with open Arms, 
The glad Father ſtands not to argue the Autho- 
rity that brings him 'a Diſcharge from the Exe- 
 cution of the firſt Warrant, but readily Believes 
whart he heartily Deſrres,, and knows that God 
himſelf is the beſt Difperſer with his own Statutes. 
The Sheep of Chriſt that kxow his Voice, are ſtartled 
at the Arrogance of the Srranger, that preſumes 
to countermand the plain 1njunttons of Heaven. 
Rezd the Scriptures: No, they are dangerous : 
Drink ye all of this: No, not all, but the Prieſt 
only. Pray with the Spirit and with Underſtanding: 
No, but in an Uzkzown Tongue. Marriage 15 
honourable to all Men: No, not in the Sacerdotal 
Order. There tis one Mediator, even Feſus Chriſt : 
No, there are Innumerable others, Angels and 
Saints, This Interceſlor is able ro ſave to the 
uttermoſt all that come to him: No, not unleſs 
you joyn your own Good Works with him, which 
are Filthy Rags, Dung and Nothing, In vain doth 
Diotrephes prate againſt the Divine and Infallible 
Spirit 'of Truth: Lord, where will this New 
Goſpel ſtand in the Great day ? 

You have heard ihe Faith and Patience of Abra- 
ham, ow ſec the End of the Lord. Will any one 
think that //axc's Blood could be profitable _ 

YO God: 
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God ?. yet ſhall Abrahaz's Obedience bring Him 
Glory , and be profitable to Himſelf and to 
the whole Church of God for ever-; to: teach us, 
that Faith without Works is dead, and by works of 
Obeatence 1s Faith perfefted: And both Faith and 
Obeatence perfetted by Grace through Chrift. 
Now hath God built a Tabernacle for the Table 
of his Covenant with Abraham to reſt in to the 
end of the. World z that all Fleſh may know 
that he who refuſeth to offer up his Iſaac on 
Abraham's Altar , can never expect Salvation 
with him. God leaves ſuch tor Moſes, and nor 
this Angel to deal with, who came, on purpoſe 
four hundred years after, with a killing Letter to 
thoſe as ſpare their darling Sins from the com- 
mandof God to have them Crucified ; when Abra- 
ham, his Favourite, _ could: not be ſuffered (and 


had more love to. him than) to' withhold his 


only Son. Abraham himſelf hath no Boſom- for 
ſuch as hide their Intquity 1m thetr own. And 'tis 
obſervable. how little Compaſſion ' he. ha4 for 
the Man in el, that of Three Requeſts made 
by him, he granted him not one, and Torments 
him with the ſame- Uncharitableneſs that him- 
ſelf had uſed to poor Lazarw : He ſhould not 


' have a Drop, that would not give a Crum. 


Abraham -is the only Saint that we find prayed 
to in all the Scripture, and that too little pur- 
poſe, as the miſerable Spplicant gets not the lealt 
Eaſe from his Pains, who had kept all his //azes 
about him on Earth, and now very idly becomes 
his Yotary in Hell. | 

Mercy to Sin is Tyranny to the Soul; If Abſa- 
lom be dealt gently with, and ſuffered to Live, 
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David himſelf is in danger to-dye. Moſt Men ht 
take Davia's Care for the Rebels Safery, as if þ 
their own Life were bound up in the Life of him ; 
when (if God be True) either Sin or the Soul | - 


maſt” certainly dye. If we cannot part with our 
Luſts for Gods fake, we ſhall part with our Souls for m 
our Luſts ſake. Who, that is wife, but would 
harden himſelf againſt damning Corruption that 
lacks to deſtroy- him. When Abraham hath a tl 
Courage for the ſake of his God, to ftick his - 
Kzife into the Throar, and to burn into Aſhes his 
own Fleſb, and would have thought himſelf un- 


worthy ofthe Kindneſs of Heaven, had he re- . 
faſed that Obedience to the holy Commandment: - 


« If the Intcreſt of God be ſo low in thine Fyes, by 
that for ' Sins ſake, That muſt ſuffer, take | 
heed the Intereſt of thy Soul be nor one day fo 
low in Gods Eyes, that for Sins ſake thy 'Sonl 
may. ſuffer for ever: þ/ SW he 

But if Abraham's Obedience and Loye to God . 
be grown quite out of Faſhion, and Men fan- yo 
cy they may be ſaved on cheaper terms than He © 


Let- them ſhew- the Di pen anr whereby they b 
are allowed: to ſpare their Bel6ved 1/aac ; ſince 7 
not Abraham only, but God Himfelf ſpared not | 
His, and delivered him up a Sacrifice for thoſe ( 
Sins whofe ſafety Men ſo carefully provide for : 
Ah me! never conſidering that thoſe they are ſo . 


fond of,, wonld not ſuffer the Sg of God to 
live ; *wwas Sin that brought-him to his Death, " 
and are the Sinners like to- efcape wirh life, 


when He Bimſelf ( that had none of his own) . 
dyed, and was deſtroyed but for wearing 2 


the Garment that was ſporred with the Fleſh, tho 
| | kis 
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his Own were ſo: pure- ahd without Stain + 
Whence.-is it, that notwithſtaudihg Chrz/# hath 
dyed, ſo great a part of Mankind dye tooand 
periſh, . but from this very Treaſon, they will 
- not deliver up, their Zu/ts ro dye with him, bur 
maintain a Friendſhip with thoſe Enemies thar 
deſtroyed him ; as if the ſame 7roz that pier- 
ced his Fleſh, would not one day enter into 
their own. Souls, making wounds there.that ſhall 
never be healed 3; Nor will any thing make 
them rage with a greater Torment, than to 
conſider, That God delivered up his Son, and 
that Son delivered up himtfelf to free them from 
thoſe cruel hands, which they will fiad too ſoon 
embrewed in the Blood of their Souls,. tho they 
believe it not, nor will be perſwaded to free 
themſelves in time. Methinks :'they might 
paſs to Golgotha, and. ſee what bloody work Sm 
made on the bleſſed. Body of an Innocent Fefws; 
and can they think that Fx/tice is become more 
Merciful to wilful. and obſtinate Offenders : 
'Tis one of the Myſteries in Religion, that af- 
ter God himſelf, the Almighty Fathep, hath bin 
prevail'd-,on'by his own free and unexpreffible 
Love, and Riches of Grace, to give. out his Son 
(ten thouſand times dearer to him than all the 
Creatures) from his holy Boſom, where he had - 
lain from all Eternity, , to be delivered up to 
bitter Sufferings and Death it ſelf, for ungodly 
Encmies: And that after eſis that bleſſed Son 
had yielded ſo readily to become the Sacrifice 
lying upon: the AZrar, and not as Iſaac coun- 
termanded again, but actually Bleeding ont his 
very Heart for them to the very laſt drop; 
. yet 
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yet when-all this is done, and the Gates of 
eternal Righteouſneſs and -Redemption opened to 
all that will but humbly and thankfully enter 
them, the ſottiſh World - ſhould ſtand at a 


diſtance, and look to be courted.into a Com- ' 
pliance with thoſe happy terms that wonld bleſs . 


them into the Felicity of a perfett freedom from 
thoſe Chains of Darkneſs that bind them over 
to an endleſs Captivity; : Nay, to hugg thoſe 
very Fetters, 'and and to fall in love with Bon- 
dage and Miſery it ſelf, and by no Arguments 
be wrought to embrace the purchaſed Safety : 
Whence 1s this unaccountable 44a4zeſs but from 
the Devil, and that curſed Heart of unper- 
{waſibleneſs and Infidelity - that detains them 
Priſoners to their own Obſtinacy, with the ſame 
Obduration .and' Judgment of God, ' as that un- 
happy Mation, upon whom his wrath is come to the 
uttermoſt? Let ſuch conſider whether all the 
World, much leſs the poor. Slaves of his Fami- 
ly could have tempted - Abraham to haye ſhed 
the. Blood, of his deareſt . Child 5 or with what 
offers conld- 1/aac have been brihed to ſuffer thay 
deadly Maſſacre, when only -the Command of 
God revealed by his Father brought him to it ? 
and. ſhall not the Power of the ſame God pre- 
vail with thee to ſave thy ſelf, by a lictle pains 
only in mortifying an unprofitable Luſt or two ! 
Shall this indulgent Father Kill a Son (in whom 
was all his earthly happineſs,) at the will of 
God, and that Sqn as quietly lye till in a ml- 
nutely | Expetation - of  the- deſtru@tiye Gap, 
while he doth it from q+ pigys Conformity to 
the ſame” Will ? Nay further, ſhall God HB 


F 
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ſe}f for ſuch a Slave ro Sin and Luſt as Thov, 
lay hald on. the. dearly Bzloved of his Soul, 


and molt pittlelly ſafter higz to be Mangled and 


Torn, nothing all over but Wounds and Gore, 
and. Himſclf all the while filent, and ſubmiſſive ? 
Not a murtmuring Thought ſeizing on his heart, 
not 'a .diſcontented Syllable paſſing his- Lips, 
while.;.he hath nothing to comfort him but the 
Remembrance of thz Happineſs that thy anſen- 
lible Self maylſt reap from thoſe Sorrows 2 When 
now after after all this his very Paſſion is Ridt- 
cud, the whole Proceſs lookt on but as Story 
and Ro-rance : The Stone of his Sepulchreroll'd 
on thine own Hzart, ſhutting thee up in VUzbe- 
lief, and hardning : thee to that degree, that 
nothing but murthering a ſecond ' time will 
ſerve thy Turn; the Jewiſh Malice rekindled 
within thee, and thou art Crucify;ng him afreſh, 


| with the ſame Fury, driving in more Nails in- 


to his holy Body than cver did they, and giv- 
ing him- more bitter Potions. to drink! The A4n- 
gl 'from Heaven not hearkhed,to, when he 
cryes to thee to ſpare Iſaac. Bleſſed Redeemer ! 
Is this the Fruit of tny Sacrifice ! Did our true 
Iſaac bleed for tits? Was the Fountain of Life 
opened to gath our: 1n fo full a Siream, for no 


'Other end. but to damm up the Current ot Sin 


and Uncleanneſs, that it ſhould not iffue from 
us, but abide in us for ever. ? Was this the 
Mzrcy promiſed to ow Father 4braham, That 
we ſhould be delivcred. u into the hands of ow Enc- 
mes (of whom Sin is the greateſt) and not from 
them? W here is the blefling (fo ofteh repearedy 
of being raracd.arey. fron Jnigaity, if. we .contr 

| © nue 
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nve for ever in it? How long hath Feſ#s been 
a Saviour from the Gmilr,-and not from the Do- 
minion of Sin? Is he.,become favourable to the 
Thorns that pierced His Sacred Head, and the 
Spear that wounded his innocent Heart, - that 
He can tolerate them in Chriſtian Hands ? In 
vain do Men think Him reconciled to theſe 
Traytors, becauſe themſelves give them har- 
bour: When they know not how ſoon they 
may be ſurprized in the Guilt of that Treaſon, 
and ' made to ſuffer the Penalties of Eternal 
Death for it ; either Iſaac muſt be ſacrificed, or 
themſelves, for not doing it. 

Abraham (by this) having given convincing 
Evidence of his perfect Integrity, and unreſer- 
ved Devotion to the Divine Precept, God 1s 
ſo greatly Aﬀected with it, that he cannot for- 
bear from letting him know how very grateful 
this Eminent Service was unto him: He firſt 
ſends him down Letters Teſtimomal, whereon he 
{ets his Seal to the Truth of Abraham's Religi- 
on, (which all his true Heirs muſt - imitate and 


follow) Now 1 know that thou feareſt God, &c. 


Thou feareſt God, and I know it, and all the 
World ſhall know it too, by what thou haſt 
done, &c. And further, for his ſake he will 
now be ſo very kind to confirm to him and hu 
for ever, all the Mercies of his Gracious Co- 
venant, with the unalterable Ratrficarion of an 
Oath, which ſhall make if impoſſible to be bro- 
ken, and as ſure to them as Truth it ſelf can 
make it: That as Abraham had been faithful 
to God in his Obedience and Duty to him ; 1o 


it. ſhould be paſt all poflibility for God himſelf 
Li, [0 
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to fail tn his Promiſes, or be unfaithful, that he 
ſhould not perform the Mercies he had former. 
e | ly engaged to grant them who ſhould walk in 
e | the ſame ſteps of Abrabam's Faith and Sincerity. 
t | By this Grace he opened his very Heart to ſhzw 
n | them the /mmarability of bis Council, and Gteat- 
e | neſs of his AﬀeCtions to them, with this ad- 
- | vice, That they would draw from this Living 
y I Fel! the refreſhing Draughts of #7027 Conſola- 
tion : When they ſhall conlider, That God muſt 
il I firſt ceaſe ro be, e're he be unconſtant or faile 
r Þ} inhis purpoſes of ſhewing Kindneſs to them. 

_ Whatareviviag Julip is this to the drooping 
g I Spirits of Abraham's Children! Thar all their 
- I Mercies are as fecure to them as the very Being 
Ss © of God is to Himſelf ! Every Link of the-whole 
'= I Chain of their Salvation ſo ſtrongly fixr, that he 
11 If ſeems not free from his Garh rill they are Lodg'd 
t Þ in the ſame Kingdom with him, whither he hath 
e If foreſolvedly /worn to bring them. 'Tis a ſtrange 
1- © Faith that gives no Credence to the Oath of a 
d | God! 4s 7 live ſaith the Lord, that in bleſſing 1 will 
ce Nl Heſs thee, &c. | 
C Do but think, Reader, with what unſpeakable 
t © Joy, the Soul of this holy Man overflowed, not 
11 I only for che preſervation of his Sons life, but the 
5 Þ© Arreſtation of his own lategriry, in that he had 
- | approved himfelf ſo faichful a Servant to his 
n I great Lord, in yielding up his 1/zac fo chearfully 
- © to his pleature. Our enjoyments are doubled to 
n FE us in {weetneſs, when they have been firit Ot- 
il I fer:d in Sacrifice by us, and we hol1 them only 
o at his Devotion. In this work of Righteouſneſs, 
he had preſent peace, and in the effetts of it, quier-. 
0 2 neſs 
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neſs and - Aſſurance for ever. The ſame Comfort 
hath every Son of. Abraham in the conſcionable 
diſcharge of his Duty.with a ſweet Teſtimony of 
divine- Acceptation ſealed to the Conſcience by 
a raviſhing voice from Heaven : ' He that doth my 
Commandments, and loveth me, ſhall be loucd of ny 
Father, and I will love him, and mamfeſt my ſelf to 
him, The obedient Soul ſhall not only be loved 
of God, but 'a4 manifeſtation of.that Love ſhall 
be giveninto Him by the Witneſſing Spirit. Tis 
Common in well doing , to hear ill from the 
World ; but Who ever did well for God, that 
-heard ill from him? The Lord will Create the 
Fruit of the Lips, Peace and Joy : While holy Paul 
triumphed in the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, 
that gave him the Aſſurance of his Truth and 
Sincerity, how little did he value the cenſure of 
thoſe that impudently branded-him for a Repre- 
bate ! 2, Cor. ult. Let God himſelf draw up the 


Certificate of Fobs Integrity ; That there was none ' 


like bim in all the Earth; Yet will the very Devll 
undertake to diſprove him in it, and his Three 
Fricnds are. all drawn in to cloſe with.him, and 
by many Arguments labour to aſperſe him with 
- the foul Imputation of Hypocriſic, till that miſta- 
ken Counterfeit 1s accepted only to pray away the 
guilt of that Jenorarce, and then they look on 
him with the Eyes of God. *Tis ro matter how 
thick theſe ſtones of Perſecution flie upon Us, 
while with the Proromartyr the Heavens open to 


us, and our Eyes are bleſſed with the glory of 


Jeſus. How little would Abraham have telt the 
{mart of Reproaches from ſcandalous Months, 
whole Ears had heard that bleſſed Ercomium _ 

| Go 
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God himſelf, Vow / know that thou feareſl me! Not 


but that God knew it before, but Abraham 


muſt know it too, that he mighr_rejoycingly 
walk in, the pleaſant {pht of Gods Love and his 
own Integrity together. He that hath nor paſ- 
ſed Abraham's tryal, and given the ſame proof 
of Fidelity , cannot reaſonably expect to feel 
the ſame reward of Joy. 

Let no Man think himſelf free from a Tempta- 
tion of the ſame Magnitude, ſince under the 
Goſpel, not 1/aac thy Son, bur thou thy Self arr 
called on, to be Sacrificed on the ſame Mount : 
And he is accounted nnworthy to be a Diſciple, 
that hates not his Own Life for the ſake of his 
Maſter. | The great Saviour hath abounded in 
Votaries, proud of the Honour of writing their 
Love in the Blood of their Hearts, and have been 
reduced into Aſhes with as burning Aﬀections to 
his Glory,and hath every where Thoſe that hold 
their All at the only-picaſure of his W1ll;. and 
who can at all times paſs not only into Poverty 
and loſs of Eſtate, bur alſo of Life for:his Truth. . 
They loved not their lives tothe. Death, and ſhould 


they never be called to climbe the Mourc and 


ſuffer the fatal ſtroke, yet lince the Sacrifice is 
ready and the Hand lift up, God doth accept the 
ready mind, "and 1ſzac 1s S2crific*d tho! yet alive : 
He i dead for Chrift on GowPs account,” mho 1s willing 
ro die; "ris the Heart aid not the Blood that he rr 


quires. 


If 1/aac, the Fruit of the Body be refuſed, ſhall 
the Ram in the Thicker be taken ? Will the Lord bs 
pleaſed with Rams, with thouſands of them ? Sacrifices 
and Burnt-offerinss thou wouldeſt nor, but God him- 

| Y 0 3 ſelf 


210 Remarques on the Life 
ſelf will provide the Sacrifice, and prepare the 
Body of another Son of Abraham yet behind, he 
is the only Lamb of God that muſt take away the ſin; 
of the World; him wall God accept, tho? 1/auc be 
not taken. 

In the deſpair of Abrahams Age muſt Iſaac be 
called into Life, in the deſpair of his Hopes muſt 

"he be ſaved from Death. When the Knife is at 

, ' the throat of the whole Church, and Polits are 
every where flying with orders to give the Blow, 
then ſhall Salvation break out ; God 1s ſeen in the 
Afount ſtill, When all means of deliverance fail be- 
low, and his people braught into the extreamelt 
ſtreights, then doth enlargement come from him- 
ſelf, that all the World may know that He i; 
God alone, and beſiaes him there is no Saviour. 
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Sarah's Death, Abraham's Purchaſe of 1 . 
Grave for Her, } 
ba | 
Age Aﬀect0ns were not ſo ſtrongly root-  þ 
'&d (as the Trees, of his pleaſant Grove) | _t 
into the Soll of Gerar,but he can eaſily pluck them ſ 
up, to be tranfplanted' from Beerſheba- into his $ 
Canaan again. The Heart that 1s fixed unto God, 
aoth ever bang looſe from the Earth; 1t is he that Y 
Makes all places a-like delightful to us by the Gra-  Kk 
clous Shine of his Preſence ; Fear not, Jacob, to fl 1 
k 


£9 down into Egypt, for 1 will go mith thee. | 
Das X edna” Abrahgr 
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Abraham who not long ſince enjoyed God'itithe 
Mount, and had the Life of a Son-given him, 
muſt now as contentedly paſs down into the YVal- 
ley of Tears, and ſaffer the Death of a Wife. 
Stix and thirty years enjoyment had God given her 
of the delight of her Heart, (ſhe that fo long 
had patiently. waited ſor him, ſhould not too 
haſtily be hurried from him) but now mult ſhe 
paſs from her Abraham and 1/aac together, to the 
God of both. The great Sarah dies: Twice al-> 
ready had ſhe been ſent for, and taken from hep 


 Husband by Kigs, but now (never to retury 
- more) ſhe is once for all ſent for to the King of 
Heaven, who provides her a place, in his Gwn, till 
\ Abraham comes to lay her again in his Bofome; 


The Angels ſhe had entertained in her Terr, give 
her welcome into Glory, and furniſh her Zods- 
ings ſuitable to the Quality of the Great Morher 


| of all the Faithful, and Wife to the Friend of God. 


That all Generations may know whatreſpeCt God 
himſelf bore unto Sarah, ſhe alone of all her Sex 
hath the peculiar Honour to have. her Averegiltred 
inthe Rolls of Heaven; who notwithſtanding all 
her Labour and Travel, ever moving from one 
Nation to another, from one Kinodom to anotier Peo- 
ple, kept up an pnwearied Courage and Faith, 
till God in Pity put an end to all her Tozls, and 
ſent her a Writ of Eaſe in the Hundred twenty and 
Seventh year of her Life. | 
Holy David hath well obſerved , that our 
whole Life is but as a Tale that is told ;, (and God 
knows the Lives of too many make up a very 
Inconſiderable and ſad one.) This great Lady, 
the very HMirrour of Women and IWives, for -her 
A O 4 _ Jacoms 
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incomparable Fiety, unſpotted. Purity, mparallePd Pati. 
ence, exemplary Suvjetticn, and mcefant Perſcre. 
rarce in all, makes up an Hiſtory, end when all 


the Zdemories of the great Prixcefſes of the World 


are devoured by Time and buried in (blivion ;. 


the {mallett Circumitances of Her Life muſt ſur- 
-vite-them all, and Her fory exattly Chroricled 
in the everlaiting Volums. Sarah may not laugh 
but all the World muit know 1t; ſhe may not 
pay her dutiiu] Reſpect to her Husband, by gi- 
ving him (his Title of Lord, but that Obedience 
mu!t be recommeded to the imitation of all her 
Daughters, above Two thouſand years after, with 
a gracious delign to keep up her Honour. and 
Memory for ever. 

Abraham receives the tydings of her Death 
with lamentable Reſcatment, and paſſes in a grave 
and ſolemn Proceſſion into ker Terr, (asthe Houſe 
of Mourning) to pay her the jult Tribute due to 
the merits of lo incomparable a Conſort. Fhere 
inſtead of a Wife he finds a Corps, whoſe co'd 
Checks and wan Lips he bedews with his warmer 
' Tears, which yetgive ſome little eaſe to bis heavy 
lſearr from the opprefon of that Grief that 15 
ready to break it. Here the remembrance of all 
her Goodneſs and Vertues crowd in upon his 
Mind and Memory, which while he refles on, 
(together with his own lots of them al]) his Spi- 
Tits are broken; the loſs of his Friends and Coun- 
try coſt him not a S724, he hardened himſelf a- 
gainlt the Fate of 1/aac, but his dear Sarah's Death 
melts him into Water. - Fhe joyful ſence of di- 
vine Grace doth not ſo perfectly baniſh away na- 
tural grizf,. but that the beſt of Saints, even _— 
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ham, and Jeſus himtelf, under the Tyrannies of 
Fate ſhall find themſelves ſubjeft'to thoſe Paſſions, 
as loudly ſpeak them to be but Mer. 

Behold -the great Sarah lying Dead, and the 
mighty Prince her Rusband (acknowledged to be 
ſuch by all the Chieftains of the Country where 
he dwells) not Proprieror of ſo much Earth, 3s 
 ſhall:ſuffice to Ground her Monument ; nor is this 
' ſo great a Wonder, when afterwards we find 
(his Heir) the Lord of all the Creation. in the ſame 
condition, and obliged to a Friend to lend him a 
Grave. Who can date an Happineſs to himſelf 
from his Intereſt in the Zzrf and Clod, when Feſzs 
and Abraham have not ſo much Glebe inthe World 
of their own, as to ſect a Foot on? How unlike to 
their Father were thoſe d2generous Children of 
Abraham, who joyned Houſe to Houſe, and lay Field 
| to Field, till there was no place for others, that they 

alone might be plac'd in the Earth! iſa. 5.8. Doth 
it teach us nothing, that Abraham(lo exceedingly 
Rich as he was) ſhould nevermind to purchaſe 
Land of Inheritance, but only for a' Burying-place 
| here in the Earth? He Sofourned in the Land of 
Promiſe, as in a flrange Conntry, dwelling in Taber- 
wacles with aac and Jacob, the Heirs with him of 
the ſame Promiſe, 'Why did he this, bur becauſe 
he looked for 4 City which hath Foundations, whoſe 
Builder -and Maker 15 God? If we had: Abraham's 
Faith, we ſhould have: Abraham's Spirit, as free 
and diſengaged from the Woridas He : When,Ged 
knows,:our Aﬀections: are ſo deeply. Rzrercd into 
the Creature and pleaſures of Lite, that we have 
as little: Will to mind the purchaſe of a Sepulchre, 
as he. to: buy an {zherirance amongtt Men. —_ 
rne 


=—_ 


214 Remarques on the Lite 
the whole Kingdom was his own 1n Reverſtor, and 
ſarely ſecur?d to his” Children; while his own 
Faith was Eſtate enongh, with the Promiſe of 
God for Himſelfto live on. While we was Tra- 
velling on, keeping Heaven in his Eye, he had no 
leifure to think of a poor ſettlement in the Earth, 
"Twas not for Pilgrims -to »walt on Building, 
whoſe affe&ions were no deeper ſtak'd to the 
World, than the flender Pi/ars of their movable 
Fabernacles,which they lightly pluck up with eaſe 
and haſt to follow the condud&t of that gracious 
Providence that ever ſo faithfully led them ; they 
hittle minded PAaces, who were themſelves no- 
thing elſe but the goodly Habitations of God up- 
on Earth, to whom he therefore retired fo of. 
ten, with the ſweeteſt Aſlurances of their Inte- 
reſt ina City of his ownRaifing,where he attended 
their Company with him, and came down ſo 


frequently © but to ſee whether they were ready }( 


for it. 
- Indeed it was not the deſign of God that Abra- 
ham ſhould fix any where long, whom he inten- 
ded to make a pnblick Bleſſing every where, 
and therefore being always ordered to remove 
npon every Call of. God, it was requiſite that 
his Eftate ſhould have Wings too, and be ready 
to Fly with Himſelf into every Countrey where 
God had Bufineſs for him to do: Nor was this 
the leaſt Diminution to him, but rather: an In- 
creaſe of his Grandeur; ſince all Motions of 
Princes bear the greater Aajeſty from the ſplen- 
did Appearance that attends them : you might 
have ſcen.his Royal Pavilion, ' grac*d with: the 
Flagg of Hononr waving-in:the Air, ſorround- 
| ed 
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ed by Thoſe of his Sozs and Servants at an aw- 
fol diſtance: The Waggons of his Ammunition 
guarding thoſe of his Treaſure, while the nume- 
rous Flocks of his Cartel and Herds feed round 
abouthim ſecurely, and the Trained Bands of his 
Houſhould ſtanding by turns as Sentinels over 
all : Not to mention the inviſible Troops, who as 
Tutelars gave their conſtant Attendance vpon 
him, and ever adjoyn'd him as his Guard. The 
Kings of the Earth knew well enouwoh that God was 
with him as a ſure Refuge. . 

In this GJorions Eſtate was Abraham, when 
his Lady left it All to be trarſlated into better. 
She paſles from one Heaven below to another 


. Above ; from the Courts of Princes to the Pa- . 


lace of a God - Her Earthly Part: was the care 
of Abraham tg-provide for : He will not mean- 
ly diſpoſe of the Cabiner, wherein ſo precious 
a Fewel for ſo many years bath had its Lodging : 
An Honourable Interment is equally Abraham's 
Duty, and Sarah's due. 

There was a Cave in the Field .of Machpelah, 
(now in the poſſeſſion of Ephron the Fire, ) 
which pleaſed him well, he had caſt his Eye upon 
it, ( not as 4hab, covetoully Sick for Naborh?s 
Vineyard) but as a convenient Purchaſe, it the 
Good-will of the Right Onzer; ſhall pleaſe to 
favour his Innocent deſires oi Appropriating It 
to himielf by his doney : And now that he had 
preſent need of it, he 1s forced to make uſe of 
thoſe honeſt means, that with greateit Probabi- 
lity may ſucceed to his Wiſhes and want. He 
Convocates the Neighbouring Heads of the 
Countrey ( Ephron being one,) whom- with a 
ES Gravity 
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Gravity mixt with Majeſty, he Addreſles to this 
Effect. | | Ln 

©<{[ freely acknowledge it the Natural Right 
** of the Lords of the Covntrey to Grant Liber- 
*ry to Strangers to make Purchaſes in their 
*©Land. J] am a Stranger among you, and 
«muſt . declare my thankſul Reſentments of 
< that Kindneſs which Tath permitted me fo 
&« free and peaceable Cohabitation with you. It 
© hath pleated God to Call away my Wife from 
«the World, for whoſe Sepalture I muſt make 
© ſome Proviſton, and it w1ll not be long e're 
.*©1 my ſelf ſhall follow Her. This is only my 
* Requeſt to. you, that I may have Liberty to 
<© purchaſe a Burying-place with you, where we 
<< may reſt in Death with the ſame Quiet and 
Ff Peace, as We have continued amongſt you in 
«Life. ; he 
© To the Reproach and Confuſion of our more 
Il-Natur'd and; Paganiſh Chriſtians, let us take 
notice with what Civility and Condeſcention 
theſe Heathens'fram'd their courteous Replicati- . 
on to hum. , ; 

Hear us, my Lord, Thou art a mighty Prince 4- 
mong us, and we know that God 1s with thee. We 
have no Power or Will to deny thy deſires : 
Make thine own 'EleCtion, 2 the choiceſt of our 
Sepulchres bury thy Dead : None of us ſhall withhold 
his Sepulcher from "thee, but that thou mayſt bury 
thy Dead. 7 

While Real Pzety in all its Services aims on- 
ly to bring Glory to God; He, in a gracious 
Compenſation of ſo good Intention, makes: that 
Honour to beet back on it felf,, 'God 1s —_— 
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red by Abraham, and Abraham is honoured by 
God: There is no Man that gives his Heart un- 
to him, but who ſhall find it again in the Hearts 
of others ; The ſureft way to ſecure the 'Aﬀetti- 
ons of en, is firſt to devote our own unto 
God. | 

Prince Abraham will not receive this Comple- 
ment without giving Demonſtration. to them, 
That he is not more Hig in Eſtate than Hum- 
blein Spirit: He ariſes, and makes them a Gen- 


teel Bow, WkAcknowlcdgment of their great C:- 
vility and Witdneſs to him in that Offer : Yet 


while they were all ſo courtcous, 'twas Ephron 
alone that muſt gratifie his deſires, and all the 
Kindneſs the reſt can do him, was but to In- 


' tercede for him, that on valuable conſideration 


his Field and the Cave in it might be ſecured 
to him ard his Heirs for ever. ---But -when the 
brave Hirte perceives himſelf concern'd in Abra- 
ham's Choice, and that He only hath the deſired 


© Cavethat mult be honoured in becoming the Repoſs- 


tory of theſe precious Aſhes; how proudly doth 
his Liberality conteſt with Abraharr's Jultice, 


| and 1s hardly conquer?d from Reſolutions. of 


eiving that Freely, which Abraham delires only 
at a Price. - What pity 1s it that ſweer Diſpoſirs- 
on and Gereroſity ſhould go to Hell, while for- 
did Nigoardlineſs and baſe Selfiſhneſs hope for 
Heaven ! Can bare Nature ſo ealily depart from 
her Rights on Earth, which hath no  pretence 
for others in Heaven, while thoſe who pretend 
an Intereſt there, have their very Sozls cleaving 
to the Duſt below, and their feet ſticking faſt mm the 
Mire ;,, are fo far from yielding up = leaſt 
AGO 
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ſhadow of a Title to what they have of their 
Own, that they greedily invade. and flye upon 
the Properties of Others : Abraham tho he minds 
not. to accept the noble proffer ; yet". is ſo 
greatly affe&ed with ir, that once again he re- 
peats his grateful Sence: of Ephror's, and all 
cheir Reverence towards him, by an yet more 
humble Oheyſence than before. He bowed him- 
ſelf doan before the people of the Land. Who can 
fee this Great Prince, and Friend of God, twice 
together paying his Duty of civil Reſpett and Ho- 
nvur to th2 very Heathen, by the External De- 
monſtrations of it, without pity towards thoſe 
Rude and Unmannerly Profeffors of our AI 
very Religion hath no other Teſt of  DiftiniFion 
but Surlineſs and Inhumantty. 
_ Abraham while he is treating about a G7ave, 
takes great Care that he may lye down in it 
with a peaceable Conſcience : He hath been hi- 
therto a mighty Pattern of Holineſs in all his 
Tranſactions with God : Here we ſhall find 
him an Example of Rizhreonuſneſs, in all his Aﬀairs 
with er ; That all his Children may know 
that Commutative Fuſtice and the Duties of the 
Second Table were written by the ſame hand 
that will require as exaCt Obſervation of theth, 
as ofall rhe 'other of the Firſt. In vain do we 
pretend Sanity to God, if we are not R:vhre- 
ou5 to Men. He that doth Righteouſneſs 15 of God, 
and he that lovert his Brother. See how Strait the 
Lines of Abraham's Riohrequſneſs ran thro? all the 
managem2nr of this Compa&ct with Ephroz. 

Firſt, Hs will by no means take advantage of 
his Neighbours Gogd: Nature againſt his Profer ; 
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he will neither defraud him, nor ſuffer him to 
defraud himſelf by an eafie Diſpoſition. Hear 
me, Þ pray thee, I will give thee money for the Field, 
take it of me, &c. $6, 

Secondly, When he hath the equitable Valne 
of the Land ſet to him, he undervalnes it nor, 
in hopes ro beat down the Price : It is Naught, it 
is Naught, ſaith the Buyer ; but when he 1s gone his 
way be Faſter. | | 

Thirdly, He makes preſent Payment for what 
he Buyes,and purchaſes not with Paper and Wax: 


* Abraham weighed out the Silver, &c. 


Fourthly, He Buyes not Good Land with Bad 
Coin ; but all is Carraue Money with the Mer- 
chant. , 

Laſtly, The Conveyances are Sealed, and Wit- 
nefſes taken, to prevent all Cauſes of futrre 
Debate: The Field was made ſure unto Abraham 


| tn the preſence of the Children of Heth, and before 


all, &Cc. | 

And now is Abraham as pleaſed with a Grave, 
aS ever was Prince of a Palace: How many Mens 
Eſtates are their Graves while they live, and ne- 
ver think of another. .Their very Soxls are 
buried in their Acres below, wherein if they 
might, they would ye for ever. They Live and 
Rot in their Pleaſures, and are Dead while they 
ſeem to Live: Life to any thing but Goa, 1s but 
very Death. 

This is the only Joynture that we find ever 
ſettled upon Sarah, which the Heirs of her Body, 
againſt their coming tro Age, ſhall find enlarged 


Into a Kingdom, for by the purchaſe of this little * 


Field, which coſt not much more than Two and- 
twenty 
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twenty Pounds or thereaboats,- he had given Secu, 
rity to the Faith of his Poſterity, That God would 
- one day give them the Jrherttance of that whole 
Land, where Avraham, Iſnac and Jacob, with 
Sarah, Rebckah and Lean, lay: cloſe together to 
keep poſlleſſion for them until themſelves. ſhould 
come : And ſure there 13 a better Security given 
to us alſo by his Great Heir, Feſus Chriſt, who 
is gone before us, and entred into the Heavens 
as a Forerunner to. prepare places for us: That 
where he 4s, we may be alſo. And 13 not his Sperit 
lying Lever in us, as the Earzcft of our Inheri- 
rance until the Redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, 
ro the praiſe of his Glory. 

'Tis obſervable, That after Sarahs Death, God 
makes no more Appearances .to Avraham from 
Heaven, having now performed the Great Pro- 
miſe of a Seed, he leaves him to walk in the Light 
and Comfort of thoſe he had already made: 
To teach us that the Great Her being now come 
into the World (in whoſe coming all the Pro- 
miſes are perfeC(tly ſecure to the Faithful) the 


Church is not to expect any Extraordinary Reve- 


lations of any farther Truths than what he hath 
already ſent into the World by his Sor; © He 
hath now fealed up the whole Canon, and will 
hereafter be -lilent for ever. To theſe received, 
we ought to trult, in the Hope of theſe we onghr 
to Live, in the Comfort of theſe we ought to 
dye. For this cauſe God in the cloſe of his 
whole Book.. hath carefully contrived the Pre- 
vention of Alterations, Additions or. Diminu- 
Lions, by the Menace of an Eternal Curſe impole- 
able on that Guilt; and the multiplying Plagues 

| | upon 
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uþon Him that ſhall 'add.any thing.to it + There - 
being- enough Wrirten (if well believed) to'make 

us Bleſſed and Happy for ever. | 
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Iſaac's Marriage. 


Or Three full years together had 7/aac monrn-' 
F fally-lamented the Death of . his Mother, 
now | will God make! up: thar. loſs to him in a 
Wife. - Eliezer the Steward of his Fathers Houſe 
is diſpatched as Legate (with an -Azget Atten- :; 
dant) into MHeſoporamia,” and takes with him his 
Maſters Orders, where and frani whom to chooſe | 
him a Daughter. :: Abraham beiore: his. Journey :? 


 Swears-him to Fidelity in an Afﬀair of. 1o grand” 


Importance, and he as cautiouſly Swears,/ that he 
might. the more Religioully keep.;; bis, Oath... 
When he draws near.the:place, he Invocates his: 
Maſters God for Proſperity and good" Succeſs., 
and begs thart. the firlt: arch may. be rhade up 
between the Decrees of -Heaven and: his own Er- 
deavours, that: they might; not thwart each other, 
buthappily Marry together, -- He humbly reſigns | 
up'his own Diſcrerion tothe wile Connct of God, 
which he knew had: determined' already in the 
ficteſt Choice of a Wife for ſo great a Prince as 
Iſaac.' 'He | knew that 44arriages were made in 
Heaven: Let her whom thou; haſt: appointed; &C; 
His.-Prayer is ho - ſooner - made. than | granted; 
Thoſe drive on heavily, where God knocks of 

| p : 
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the Wheels of: Expedition, -but where Himſelf is 
in the Courte,: the Charior flees like that of Ami- 
nadab. Abraham might have- taken his Choice 
of all the Princeſſes of Canaan for his Son ; but 
behold here-a-Woman with a Pitcher on her Shoul- 
der, is ordained to make his Daughter_! Hath 
not God choſen the Paor of this World, Rich in Fatth, 
to make'a Spouſe for his own Son ! We Note not 
the Meanneſs of Rebekgbs Family, (the ſame with 
Abraham's) but the Simplicity and [nnocency of 
thoſe early Times in the plain Education of their 
Children, when Pride and Idleneſs ruines our own, 
Ehlezer is:\d far from liking/ her the worle,. that 
her Humibty was the only Virtue that recom- 
mended her" to him, and 'the Woman that could 
be ſo courteous and lowly to-draw Water for him- 
ſelf_and this' Camels, is a concurrent Evidence 
from Heaven to:'his own-jadgment, of the beſt 


Wife for his Young Maſter. While the Dainty 


Fingets' of our Zadies muff up. themſelves from 
Rebekatbss Pitcher-and RachePs. Crook ; God thinks 
them nnworthy to be 'promotedinto the Beds of 
Iſgac and Iſrael. in the Family of Abraham. 'Tis 
the humble 2Zury, that (in the: rejettion. of all 
the Proud Princeſſes of the World) is called to 
the everlaſting Honour of drawing out: her Breaſts 
t& a God, Elvozer makes the* firſt Attack upon 
Rebekahs Heart by -a Charge 'of-Fewels, and Mana- 
cles her Arms and! AﬀeCtions together. Now is 
the Houſe and-all init too: httle for him, into 
which-ſhe runs (as his Pri/oner) with the Chains 
on, little yet thinking'that within-a day or two 
ſhe ſhould! be drawn- out of it by the 24ar whom 
ſhe ealls- her Brother to lead in. The diligent 


Servant 
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Servant will receive no Entertainment ; till he 


knew whether his Meſſage may not be as wel- 


come as his Perſon. *Tis not enough that he 
comes from Abraham , unleſs he may go away 
with Rebekah. He politickly takes the courſe 
of the World, and firſt preſents them with an 
Inventory of his Great Maſters Eſtate. He thinks 
that the Argument of Riches will prevail more 
than that of Conſangutmity, and he Doubles it to 
them, when he truly tells them that all was 
| ao him of God. His Gold would wear like 
r0n, without the Canker of a Curſe upon it :; 
And to all he adds this, That the Excellent Perſon 
he woes for. is the Sole Heir of all : And in con- 


. Cluſton, intreats the reſult' of their Thoughts, 


and that they might come to ſome ſpeedy Reſo- 
lution, | OOTY 

So good a Motion as this, requires no long 
time for Conſideration, unleſs they purpoſe to 
deliberate to their own diſadvantage; They 
could not mend themſelves any where in all the 
World, and therefore they think it Prudence to 
come off Frankly, and yield up a ready Con-, 
ſent. They plainly perceive a Divine 'Provi- 
dence in the Motion, and. will not oppoſe the 


Holy Will and Wiſdom of God : Behold Rebekah i 


before thee, take her and go, &c. The Hearts of 
Men are in the Hands of God, therefore! Elzzzer 
humbly bows in Fhankſgiving to the God:that 
had bowed them. The Good Serva#it had learnt 
this holy  Pra#tice from his:Old Maſter,” that was 
ever falling down before his Maker. Not a word 
all. this while of any Portion, 'tis a- Wife that 
Abraham requires for his $92, not Money. . Mat» 
Þ.4 ters 
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ters thus Auſpiciouſly concluded,-the Preſents are 
delivered, firſt to the Bride and then to her 
Friends : T his was the laudable Cuſtom of Anti- 
quity. Rebekah by theſe Jewels may judge betore- 
hand what a well-furniihed Cloſer: ſhe will find 
at home. All Parties are ſatisfied, Airth and 
Joy refreſh their Hearts, while they eat and 
drink together in Love. Eliezer (as a good Ser- 
vant) urges diſpatch, while they plead for Ter 
days time to take leave of their Siſter. The Con- 
troverſie at length is referred to Rebekah her ſelf, 
' who modeſtly yields her aſſent to the Srewards 
 Requelt. She is diſmiſſed with her Nurſe and 

aids, and a Thouſand Prayers to attend them. 
While we leave them a little on the Journey, ler 
us take notice how happy ſhe is like to be in an 
Huband. 


Iſaac's Holy Mind was not ſo vainly carricd . 


away with the pleaſing Conceits of Aarriave, 
that ſhould cavſe him' to negle& the Remem- 
brance of his Duty to God: Piety is the ſure 
Ground. of every Bleſſing z; He builds aright indeed, 
that layes his foundation in Heaven. The World 
is but a tottering -Baſss, that hath buried the 
Greateſt Families in Ruine.- Bleſlcd is the Heart 
that is firſt Married to Chrilt, and from the 
' Crowd of Diſtraftions here below, makes very 
frequent-Retreats to keep up a daily Converſe 
with the Spiritual Hmusband, who is not ſo 
Strange or Unkind, but will give it a Meeting 
at any time, and manifeſt Himſelf to it : Thou 
Lord: meeteſt him that rejoyceth in thee. We are 
aſſured he will not fail drawing near to thoſe 
that draw near to him, This was the Heavenly 
27 | Prattice 
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Praftice of 1/aac, the Holy Son of ſo Bleſſed a 
Father, whole Soul was ever filled with God. 
What a lovely Draught of his Devotion hath 
the Divine Pencil preſented to our Eye. J/aac 
went out to meditare 1n the Fields in the Evening. 
Aeaitation is the Sonls pitching on ſome Branch 
of the Tree of Life, where it fits viewing its own 
Happineſs, and chirping our Praiſes, to God the 
Author of it. Next to Abraham, no Man living 
had a more pleaſant Proſpect -of ſweeter Objects 
than 7/aac to contemplate. Heaven and Earth 
was but one Field for his unlimited Soul to walk | 
in: From the lower Terraces here in the World 
(without the help of his Sons Ladder) might he 
mount up ta the the 7urrets above, and Feaſt 
his Eyes with the Glories of Paradiſe, He was 
equally Heir of both Canaay's, confirm'd to him 


. by the very Oath of God.- Could he want Sub- 
je then for holy Meditation, or Praiſe, or Com- 


fortable Matter for þhis'buſte Thoughts to work 


.on? Thoughts are the Ifſnes of the Mind, that * 


Prolifick Parent, whoſe Children are all of one 


"Nature with it ſelf, and never differ -in Quallt- 


ty from it :- If chat be Terreſtrial, fo are They ;; 
but if Holy, they cannot be waclean, and ſhould 
they. prove ſo, they ;are with /ſhmael caſt our : 
There. is no lodging for them in Abraham's 
Houſe. — 

Behold 1/aac's Pious Exerciſe (like an Anri- 
quated Cuſtom) grown quite out of Uſe: The 
Defeftion of the Old World come upon us. 
All the Imazinations of the Heart (for the great- 


 elt part of Men) evil, and only evil, and that 


continually : God 1s not m all their toourkts, He by 
Tas P 3 whoin 
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whom we have the Power and Faculty of Thizk- 
ing, quite forgotten; The very Cream of our 
Souls leaking out in full Streams after Yaniry, 
and nothing left for God ; Ephraim feedeth on 
Wind. But hath the Chriſtian no better fare to 
Feaſt on ? Hath God ſpread all the Trezſures of 
his unſearchable Grace, and laid them before 
him, to make. his own Choice, and to take them 
all to himſelf? Is rhis price in his hand to be happy 
for ever, and hath the Fool 0 heart to it? Is the 
Everlaſting Charter fairly Copied out, and ſent 
him down from above to peruſe and read over, 
wherein he finds all the Priviledges of Heaven 
and Earth made over and ſecured to him, and 
all this not worthy reflefting on : And the 
Book lying as faſt claſped up as, his own Heart ? 
See how grievouſly God takes this Aﬀront to 
his Goodneſs. I have mrittea to him the great 
things of my Law, but they were counted as a ſtrange 
thing: A matter not concerning them at all. 
The Feaſt 15 prepared, and all things ready, them- 
ſelves Invited, but they make hghr of it, they 


have other Pleaſures to follow ! O Judicial ' 


Blindneſs ! O curſed Inſenſibleneſs ! 1/ract woald 
r0xe of me, ſo 1 gave them up nnto their own hearts 
lufts., to walk in their own Councels, He that hath 


no Heart for God, may jealouſly fear that God 


hath no Heart for him. Pray mot for this - Peo- 
ple, for my mind caunot be towards them. Why ? 
Their Heart 1s turned awayfrom me :Yet 1s this but 
the firſt Sceching of the decdly Poylon, ſee it boil- 
ing up into the heighth of a mutual Abhorrency 
and Loathing, Their Soul abhorred me, and my 
Soul loathed them, Tremble to think on the - 
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tal Effe&s of thy Hearts averfion' from God : 
'Tis a perfe&t Predamnation, the very Devils ar- 
rive at no- greater height of Impiety.: And thou . 
that wilt not: meditate Love, mayſft ſhortly me- 
ditate Terror, and become a Magor 'Mifſabib, a 
very Fiend to thine own Selt : Go miſerable 
Creature ! fit in the Duſt, 1ye on the Ground, 
cloath thee with Aſhes, put-on Sackcloath, let 
bitter Tears be thy drink! Abhorr thy Self! 
Thy. Soul is departed from God, and God (as 
from Saul) i departed from thee, and what wilt 
thou ao tm the end thereof ? On what will thy mi- 
ſerable Thoughts feed on to Eternity? *Twere 
a Judgment to paſs one day without Meditation 
on God ! but how wilt thon ſpend 2n endleſs 
Life without him ? which yet thon canſt notdo, 
while all thy Faculties will be enlarg*d to take 
in nought but Plagnes and Forments; which 
here fed on nothing but Vanity and *Leaſms : 
There thon wilt do nothing elſe bur think on His 
Wrath on thy Self and Others, who here hadſt 
na leiſure or -Heart to think on his Love and 
Goodneſs to tky Self and Others. Bethink-thy 
ſelf a little, while thou art in the World, ſum- 
mon up thy Conſiderative. Faculties, ſet them 
all at work to ruminate on the unchangeable E- 
ſtate wherein thou wilt either Praiſe or Blaſ- 
pheme the Name of God for ever : Haſt thou 
a' Soul given thee for no other Work but to 
complear thine own Miſery? And doth God wait 
1pon thee but until thon firreft rby Self for de- 
ſiruttion, whiles thou art little thinking how 
ſpon it will come upon thee? And then all the 


"vain Thoughts that lodge within thee, will take their 


P 4 flight 
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flight from thee, and perith for.ever with thee ; 
Thus fauh the Lord of Hoſts, © confider thy wayes. 
And remember, 'tis the proper work of the &:- 
tional Soul ( and of no other Creature but An- 
gels) to refleCt on. it ſelf, and wiſely to project 
for its fature Happineſs. When God hath laid 
betore thee all the Contrivances of his everlaſt- 
ing Councels and Love towards thee in Jeſus 
Chriſt ;, and ſet Him forth to be a Propitiation thro 
Faith in his ' Blood, that thine Eyes and Heart 
may be aſtoniſhed with Admiration of ſuch Mer- 
Cy: That this White Flag ſhould hang up ſo 
long, and none conſider the Black One of Judg- 
ment may appear in its ſtead ; when all hopes 
of Life are. gone and departed for ever : This 


iS an Evidence of a fatal Obduration, and a 


mighty Contempt of Divine Grace. See Sinner |! 


Mercy is yet offer'd ! Propoſals of Peace are laid 


before thee ! Conſider, thy Life. and Soul zre in 
hazard; if thou art drawing lines with Archi- 
medes in the Du, while the City is ſtormed, 
_and the Enemy entred, the next News will be 
the Sword in thy Bowels, and an everlaſting 
Adteu to thy preſumptuous Hopes. 

But while //aac's holy Heart was better ex- 
erciſed, and he was ſweetly walking with -his 
God in the Fields, his Eyes diſcover the Camels 
Coming. Jn the doing thy Commandments there 15 
great Reward : Mercy overtakes him in the amidlt 
'of Dity. In the very Moment that he 1s en- 
joying God, God gives him the Enjoyment of 
his Rebekah, to whom (for the Honour that ſhe 
doth him in lighting off her Camel, and Veyl- 
. jog het {elf at the fit Meeting) he pays {o en- 
: . - M5 A , fire 
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' tire AﬀeCtion and conſtant Love, that in all his Life 
he never leaves her to depart into. another Bed: 
And having now gotten ſo good alVife, he endea- 
vours to forget the loſs of a Mother, and to re-. 
member his Sorrow no more. 

I queſtion not but the Readers Obſervation 


\ hathalready prevented me, in the Noting of the 


cleareſt Alegory of the Proceedings of God in 
the railing a Seed to his Son, illuſtrated by 
the Care of Abraham in this Tranſattions of 
Iſaac's Nuptials : *Tis the Project and the Coun- 
cel of his Will to propoſe him as the Spiritu- 
al Husband to his Church. He makes the firſt 
Motion by his Servants that are fent forth to - 
Woe and Beſeech : They are ſworn to Fidelity, 
under the dreadful penalties of deſtru&ion to 
themſelves, if they be found Careleſs or Un- 
faithful in ſo great a Truſt. Their Blood will [ 
require at thy Hand. The Arguments they ule, 
are the Promiſes of an Everiaſting . Inheritance, 
durable Riches and Honour in the heavenly Ca- 
z2aan : T here 1s nothing required but bare Cor- 
ſent, and an hearty- willingneſs to the March. 
What doth the Lord require of thee, &c. My Son 


_ give me thine Heart onely. The Holy Spirit co- 


operates with the Meſſengers; and helps to. 
convince and perſwade. Onur Goſpel came not 
ia Word only, but in Power, and in the HolyGhoſt, 
He enlightneth the mind to ſee what are the 
Hopes of his Calling, and kow preat the Riches of 
the Inheritance, He works the Heart to a free 
Conſent ; Thy People ſhell be willing ; &c. When 
Faith is wrought, and Conſent gotten , the 
Jexels are produced 5 Gifts and Graces: After 
ye 
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ye believed, ye were ſealed with the Holy Spirt . 
Diſpatch is urged ; Be ye ready, | the Faithful 
Soul called to depart: Fearken O Dauohrer, 
and conſider, incline thine Ear, forget thine own Pco- 
ple, and thy Fathers Houſe, While ſhe is travel- 
ing on the Road of Life, the Bridexroom meets 
her; J will manifeſt my ſelf unto her ;, ſhe re- 
ceives him covered with a Veyl, and bluthing 
at the Thoughts of her unworthineſs : But he 
likes her the better, and greatly delights in ber 
Beanty, while the Worſhips him as her Lord, and 
Paſſes in with him into the everlaſting Pavilion, 
where ſhe alone enjoys his 'Love, and entire 
Perſon for ever. We ſhall be ever with the Lord : 
---- Wherefore comfort one another with theſe words. 


The 1Vuprials of Iſaac thus happily. Celebra- 
ted, (and Rebekah in Poſſeſſion of Sarah's Tent) 
what hath the joyful Farther to expett more than 
an happy Tranſlation to Heaven : Bat to hear 
of a Marriage-Bed inſtead of a Grave, and fix 
flouriſhing Brenches to ſpring out from the 
Dead SroKof his Body ; this is a little ſtrange and 
ſurprizing. Let not my Reader profane him- 
ſelf by imputing Levity,much leſs. Laſciviouſneſs 
to Him. that for ſo long a time had converſed 
with Angels, and God Himſelf on Earth : For 
as Jeſus could not Bow his Sacred Head, nor 
give up the Ghoſt before each Syllahle that was 
Propheſted of Him was perfeCtly fulfilled, even 
to the bitter Dranght of Yinegar and Gall in 
his laſt Moments; ſo neither conld Abraham 
ſuffer a Demiſe e'er the Promiſes made to Him 
were as perfectly Accompliſhed : And- by the 

Power 
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of the Gzeat Abraham. 221 
Power of a Divine Revelation, ( I wil make thee 
a Father of many Nations,) he is Invigorated 
with Prolifick Vertue for bleſſing ſix Countries 
more with Princes from his own Body : Nor 
ſhall this Numerous Brood. of Ketwrab be inju- 
rious to the Great Heir, the very Ofal of the 
Eſtate ſhall ſuffice for Portions to Them, while 
1ſaac'sDiſhes ſtand never the Thinner on his Table. 
Let the Men of this World run away with the 
Poor Legacies of general Providence : Heaven 
is enough and enough for the true Heirs of God. 
Lord, however hardly thou deal with me here in 
the World, Reſerve a Portion for me with thy 
Self, and it ſhall ſuffice. 

The Glorious Su2 is row upon Serring, and 
my Pencil muſt prepare to draw the Shadows of 
the Night, which are Doubled by the ſhutting 
up the Eyes of the Great Abraham in Death. 
Since Eternity was Retail'd into Parcels of Time 
and Dayes, never was there a Century better 
paſs'd in Univerſal Obedience to the Glory of 
the God of Life, whoſe Divine Wiſdom thinks 
it but juſt to ſend him a Wrrir of Eaſe from all 
his Travels under the Sun; and having finiſhed 
the Work he had given him to do, to call for 
him Home, and to fix him in his Lodgings 
with Himſelf in the Unmoveable Kingdom. 

Avraham is dead, and the Prophets: They have 
chalked our to us the Path of Life, and then re- 
tired to Heaven. With what Impudence can 
any Church tell me, Thar if I follow the Steps of 
the Great Abraham, believe and Live as He ; 
yet ſhall I never Arrive to his Boſom, unleſs I 
ſeal to the Articles of their own deviſing, and 
©: | believe 
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believe what Abrahams Holy Heart would have 


Riſcn at, and Abhorr'd to. conſent to ? Should 
God ſend again this holy Sar ftrom Heaven. to 
'walk a while among his Children on Earth, - re- 
taining til] but his own qhlas. and teaching 
them to others, as what were\ſufficient ro bring 
them to Happineſs, in a Zealous RejeCtion of all 
the vain Inventions of Men, impoſed now on 
the Chriitiaz World, under the Anathema's of 
Death ; confident.Il am, even Abraham would 
very hardly eſcape the Cenſures of the Curſed 
Inquijition, which Wracks the Faith of every 
Soal (within its Clatches) into larger Extenſi- 
ons of impoſlible things to be Credited, than 
the Tortured Joynts are drawn out to under -the 
cruel 7 witches of- the T'yrannical Engine. 

If Revelation of Divine Truth, imprinted on 
the Heart (fitted and ſoftned to receive the 
Impreſſion upon it,) and gaining upon. the Aﬀe- 
Qtions to embrace and delight in it, working off 
the Lifz from unſairable Prices, to reduce it 
into a Natyral and pleaſing Conformity to the 
Holy Rule, be not enough to, ſecure me from 
the Dangers of Error and Deluſion, wherewith 
the Super/iirious World ſo uncharitably- charges 
every Diſſenter from .its Follies, ({o unreaſon- 
ably impoſed,) let me contentedly dye, and 
| put it to the Tryal before the Tribunal of the 
Great Fudge; who LI am fure cannot deny his 
own Work, in Attempering an Heart to hig 
Holy Knowledge and Obedience, that. natural- 
ly is ſo Averſe and Rebellions againſt both : 
And for Appenaices to Religion, Policics of Go- 
vernment, and offeniive Ceremonies, &c, 1 can Ws 
ily 
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__ © ef: the Geeat Abrahani, #33 
fily diſtinguiſh (in the Light of: Truth ). how 
far I atn obliged io. conform to them for the ſake 
of Peace and Honour of the Church ; and'in the 
ſame Light to differ from them, where they dif- 
' ſent from the Truth, and grate too much up- 
on Conſcience; and yet ſtill "tis my Duty to 
pay Reſpett (fo far as I can) to the Perſons of 
Men : Tho I know it mine Intereſt in no wiſe 
to bend to their Principles, or cloſe in with 
them in Cringing to a falſe God ; and this I 
learn from Abraham, whoſe Demeanour towards 
the Children of Heth was full of Condeſcention 
and Civil Reſpect, while he would have cho« 
ſen to Dye,. rather" than given them the: Ho- 
nour of his Preſence in their. /aolatrous Temples. 
Civility and an. Endearing 'Carriage hath: its 
huge Adyantages: ir the World, -where:; Crab 
, bedneſs and a Moroſe look 1s not only ungen- 
tee], but affrighting. If Abraham had been a 
Perſon of a Rugged Supercilious Deportment a- 
mongſt Men, how dimly had his Light ſhined 
In the Diverſity of Nations, where God di- 
rected him to go ! how little had his Profeſſion 
profited row2rds an embracing of the Truths 
he foflowed! I think it may be truly Remar- 
qued, Thar the Generous and obliging Spinits 
_ of ſome Gentlemen in the Romeſh Communion, 
have done more to allure the Minds of our 
unſtable Neighbours, to harbour good Thoughts 
of their 111 Religion, than all the deſigning Ar- 
tempts of their Prieits, whoſe Cloj ſtew natu- 
rally breed them to a fort of Carriage” that ne- ® 
* ver-fails to create. Jealonſfies and Fears -upon 
the Minds of Men that occurr them ; and beipeak 
them 
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them rather to ſtand upon their Guard againſt 


them, than to receive them in open Arms of 
Love: And while very few of that . Fraternity 
can give a rational Account of at leaſt Two 
parts in Three of their Faith, which they ever 
devolve upon the Church, (who takes care too 
that-a prying InſpeCtion be ever diſcouraged 
and Brow-beaten) it ſhall ſuffice me'to walk in 
the -luſtre of Abrahan'?s Religion , from whom 
the Reformed Churches have received the Pat- 
tern; and care not to follow any other : And 
for my Self, had Ia thouſand Souls to Anſwer 
for, I would adventure them all upon the pure 
and unſpotted Profeſſion. of Him, who had all 
his Knowledge from God ſanftified into an Ex- 


cellent Life, which fitted him in the End for a _ 


Glorious Death, and a bleſſed Eternity. 
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Books lately Brinted for Joha Dunton. at 
the Black Raven 7# the: Poultrey, over | 
againſt the Compter. « 


(1) A Continuation of Morning Exerciſe Que- 
tions and Caſes of Conicience praQti- 
cally Reſolved by. 3: Reverend and Learned Di= 
vines in the City of London, in Oftober, 1682: 
Printed in a_ very large Quarto. Price bound 

10 5. : 

-- (2) A compleat Hiſtory of the Lives, Tryals, 
Sufferings, Deaths and Charatters of all thoſe Ex- 
cellent perſons who fell in-the Weſt of England 
and eMewhere, from the Death of Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfry to this prefent time, with the Pictures 
of ſeveral of the chief of them in Copper. plates: 
- | To which is added, The Life, Death and' Cha- 
|, rafter of George Lord Fefferies, Written by a 
Perſon of great Learning and Piety.- | 

(3) Reformed Religion or Right Chi:ſt ranity de- 
{crib?d, in its Excellency and Uſefulneſs in the 
whole Life of Man: Wherein is gives an Impar- 
tial Character of a R:ghe Chriſtian in: General, of 
a right Chriſtian Miniſter, of a right Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate, of a right Chriſtian Subje&t, of a 
right Chriſtian Worſhip, of # right Chriftian Par- 
liament, and of a #:; hr Chriſtian Souldier : ' Writ- 
ten by M. Barker Miniſter of the Goſpel in Zon- 
don. Price bound' 1 5: 

(4Yy Mr. Howes Sermon at the Funeral of that 
Faichfal "and taborious Servant of Chriſt Mr. Rich- 
ard Fairclough : 'price-6& d. | 

(5) The Foy of Faith, or a Treatiſe opening 
the true Nature of Faith, its loweſt Stature, Poo 
diſtin. 


Books lately Printed for J. Dunton. 
diſtintion from Afurance : witt® a preliminary 
TraQt evidencing the Divinicy' of the-Sacred: Scri- 
ptures.. By S42-uel Lee, M. A; ſometime Fellow of 
Wadham Colledge, Oxon. price bound : 5.6 4. . 

(6) Early Prety, Exemplified in. the* Life and 
Death of Mr. Nathanael Mather, whorat the Age 
of 19 dyed an-Inſtance- of more than 'common 
Learning and Vertue. The ſeronud Edition, with 
a Prefatory Epiſtle by Mr, 4zrthew Mead : price 
bound 1 s. * 

(7) Mr. Slater's Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. 
Fob Oaks : price 6 d. | 

8) ——— His Sermon preached to. Young 
Men, art their deſire, Dec. 25. 1688. price 6 4. 

(9): Mr. Shower's' Sermon upon the Death of a 
young Gentlewoman ,; Mrs. ' An. | Barnardi/ton, 
Davghter of- Nathanael Barnardiſton Eiq; late of 

Hackpey,y with/her Exemplary Life and Death. 
(to) Mr. Rygers's Sermon preached: upon. the 
Death of a Young. Gentleman, with: an Account 
of che young/Gentlemans Life and: Death. 7 
.- (12) A Sermon, occaſioned by the' Execution of 
a man found: guilty of Murther, :preach'd:at Boftor, 
March 1. 1686. By Increaſe ' Mather ReQtor of 
- Harvard Colledge in New-Engl. price bound 1 5. 

« (12).:Mr. Baxter's Directions to a ſound Con- 
verſion: - The Fourth Ed:rron-: price bound 2 5. 

. (13); Mr. Doolierel on- the Sufferings of Chriſt 
from the Garden to the Grave: price bound 2 s. 

: (14). A-neceſſary Companion for a leripus Chri- 
ſtian, djreting him arighrt chrough the whole courte 
of his Life : price bound 6. 4. s _ 


